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Tbe primnr; purjioao of lljis valume is to eupplj a,tithentju information aa to 
the origin and derivation of tbe oamss of tbe towns, citiea and vlilagea wliich an) 
located on tbe ChiL-ago and North Western aiid the St. Paul, MlnneapoltB and 
Omaha Sailwajs. In those instanccH wher« said names b.ive some ape^ial meaning 
or Higoificance, sueh meaning or Bignifieance ia noted. 

While it was not in the plan of the work to fumisb a history of the varions 
places referred to, it baa nevertheless often happened that the nieanitig or deriva- 
tion of a name could onl; be made clear by introdueing more or less iDformatiOQ 
of an historie character. In such instances, the bistoriu atateorent has been naed. 

in (compiling the work, Toluminoua correspondence baa been had with state, 
county, uity and town officials, for the purpose of gaining authentic information, 
and of eliminating local, fanciful and unreliable legends. Lotal legends are gen- 
erally Ihe offspring of the imagination, ar of personal vanity, and where reliable 
data ia the end which la sought, are northlesa. As far as poosible those imagi- 
native and loeal legends and "travelera' Btori«" hare been eliminated and 
Mtablisheil facta alone have been accepted. While it is true that the investigationa 
of the n-riter have shattered many pretty romances, it is not unlikely that others 
have escaped his notice and may yet be li^nded down as history. 

In some cases poBitive evidence concerning names and their origin, has already 
been lost, and in such cases, the best posaible information attainable baa been 

Leger. in his "Wisconsin Place Names" says: "As a rule, (which, however, 
has notable eiceptions), it will be found that tbe itreama and lakes and moun- 
tains preserve the names given them by the Red Men, or their equivalent ia 
European tongues: many i>f the cities and villaRes bear names tranaplanted from 
Em-opean soil. Thus may be fnund scattered over this continent in jastaposition 
to namea of undoubted Indian origin, a nomeaclature whereby the immigrant eiilea 
sought to preeerve in the wilderness, the associations endeared to them in youth." 

Many of the recently adopted names were selected for their brevity, or to avoid 
tbe objectJDUa of the United States General Postoffice Department. Many of the 
names were manufactured expressly for the place and have neither Benae nor 
fitness, but as tbey have been registered in county records, they neceaaarily 
appenr here. 

To secure the true iiistory of the origin of many of the names baa cost 
inunenEC labor. As an illustration, attention is called to the name Marineteo. 
To get the facta about that name the Compiler was obliged to write more than 
one hundred letters! 

The oldest as weil as the most modern records of cities, towns and villagei 
have been ransacked. The journals and other papers preserved at the state Cap- 
itols and at county seats; tbe records of state historical societies, and local 
and state histories, hnve been searched and thoir stories freely uaad. Henry 
Gannett's admirable "Origin of Certain Piace Names," has given a great and 
valuable fund of reliable information. This has been freely used without aa- 
kaowleilgment, but which is now tendered to the fullest extent. 

Indian records, the "Jesuit Relations" and the like, have been freely 
used and relied upon, as they are generally reliable. 



|2 HlSTOBV OF THE pLACE NAMES OF THE NOHIH WESTEBN LlNE 

During the thirty-five eonsecotive jeare of the (idrainiBtration of Mr. Marvin 
Hngbitt, now President of the Chieago and North 'Westem Itailway, the mileage 
of the road has inRreased nearly four-fold, and the railway stations are nearly 
tbree times as great aa at the beginning of hia service. Literally, hundreds of 
these miles of railroad were huilt through virgin territory and far beyond the 
picket line of the white man 's settlemcntB, Mr. Hughitt thus created the necessity 
for new stations and either suggested or approved their names. His personality 
is, therefore, in one way or another interwoven with the origin and devcJopment 
of hundreds of westem towns, and to him, more than to any other one person or 
agency, is to be attributed the fact that these towna were called into eiistence. 

The writer of this history baa been much more editor than author and much 
more collator and compiler, than either. He has. not aimed to origlnole anything, 
but merely to record and preserve that ivhich, after almost infinite care in the pro- 
cesses of culling, selecting and sifting of material received from countless sources, 
seemed to be worthy of permanent preiservatian. His effort has been to hold fast 
to the grain and Co discard the tbaft'. 

The Compiler is especially indebted to Mr. P. E. Hall of Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, for many facts ns to the place names in Iowa and Nebraska; to Mr. 
Doane Robinson, the aci'omplished secretary of the State Historical Society of 
South Dakota; to G. P. West and Lewis 8, Reid of Omaha, Nebraska; to General 
W. H. H. rti'adle, MtidiRon. Snulli Dnlif>;:i; to ex-Governor W. H. Upham of Wia- 
eonsin; to Hon. E. W. Keyes of Madison, Wisconsin; to Mr. Peter White of 
Marquette, Michigan; to ei-United States Senator Alger of Michigan; to Sen. 
ator John Gavney of Wisconsin ; to Hon. Warren Dpham, secretary of the 
Minnesota State Historical Society; to Mr. R. G. Thwnites of the State Ilistori- 
eal Society of Wisconsin; to Mr. A. C. Johnson of Winona, Minnesota; to Gen- 
eral J. W. Bishop, to Messrs. L. A. Robinson, T, W. Teasdaie, and Capt. E. E. 
Woodman of St. Paul, Minnesota, and to almost countless correspond ents, for the 
facts they had to give and who gave freely. To all of these most rordial 
thanks are due and are here lendeie<l. 

The following together with many other works were carefully eiamioed, and 
much valuable information was secured therefrom; 

"Indian Local Names and Their Interpretations," by S. 0. Boyd. "In- 
dian Linguistic Families of America," by J. W. Powell. "Aboriginal Races 
of North America," by S. G. Drake. "The Menominee Indians." by W. J. 
Hoffman. "Vocabularies of Tribes of the North West." by W. H. Dall. "Da- 
kota-English Dictionary," by S. R. Eiggs. "Reports of the Bureau of Araeri- 
ean Ethnology," by J. W. Powell. "Indian Dictionary," by Bishop Fredrich 
Baraga. "Reports of the Exploring Expeditions of John C. Fremont." "His- 
tory of the Expedition Under Levris and Clark." "The Narrative of an Eipp. 
1 the Sources of the St. Peter's River, etc., Tinder the Command of 
Stephen H. Long." "The Story of the Eipeditions of Grosielliers and Radis- 
' by H. C. Campbell. "Father Marquette, Joliet and Other Early Mis- 
es. Travelers and Traders." "The American Indian," by E. M. Haines. 
"Barrett and Johnson's Histories of Nebraska." "The Transactions of the 
Wisconsin Academy of Science." "Leger's Wisconsin Place Names." Mrs. 
KiuBie's "Wauban." G. W. Butterfield's "Stephen Brule's Discoveries and 
Explorations," and the many volumes of "Early Western Travels" edited by 
B. G. Thwaites. All of these have furnished many curious and accurate facts 
that have been freely appropriated. 

THE COMPILEB. 

Chicago, Illinois, December 31, 1907. 
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6 History of the Place Names of The North Western Line 



MILES OF RAILROAD 

The total number of miles of railroad owned June 30, 1907, was 7,407,71 miles. 
In addition to which the company operated: 
Under Lease — 

Manitowoc, Green Bay & North Western 
Bailway, viz: 

Manitowoc to Eland Jet., Wis... 106.30 miles 
Pulaski to Gillett, Wis 16.90 



<t 



tt 



it 



123.20 miles 

St. Paul, Eastern Grand Trunk Railway 
( Clinton ville to Oconto, Wis., and 
branches) 60.02 

DePue, Ladd & Eastern Bailway (Ladd to 
Seatonville, 111.) 3.25 



Under Trackage Bights — 

Peoria & Pekin Union Bailway (in the city of 
Peoria, 111.) 2.02 

Indiana, Illinois & Iowa Bailroad (Churchill to 
Ladd, HI.) 2.80 

Union Pacific Bailroad (Broadway Station, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, to South Omaha, Neb.) 8.73 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Bail- 
way (Blair to Omaha, Neb.) 24.70 



186.47 *' 



It 



tt 



tt 



tt 



38.25 



7,632.43 

Deduct miles of railroad leased to proprietary railway. . . . 9.52 



tt 

it 
tt 

it 



Total miles of railroad operated June 30, 1907 7,622.91 

The aboTe mileage is located as follows: 

In Illinois /685.02 miles 

In Wisconsin 1,969.79 *' 

In Michigan 519.88 '* 

In Iowa 1,577.60 ** 

In Minnesota 650.30 * * 

In South Dakota 974,32 *' 

In North Dakota 14.28 ** 

In Nebraska 1,101.26 *' 

In Wyoming 130.46 '* 



7,622.91 



it 



SUMMARY OF MILEAGE OF ALL TRACKS, JUNE 30, 1907 

Miles 

Main Tracks 7,622.91 

Bboond Tracks 810.72 

Third Tracks 83.94 

Fourth Tracks 77.91 

Sidings *2,763.22 

Total MOes of all Tracks 11,358.70 



*Includes 35.07 miles of spur tracks on Ashland Division that are leased to 
manufacturing companies. 
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tCHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN RAILWAl 



THE STATES 



THEIR NAMES AND ORIGIN 



flUlDoiB. Named from the IlUni tribe of Indiana who lived in the State as eai 

aa 16T3. I'sthor Jacques Marquette found them resident at that time and 
said they were the dominating tribe on both Bidea of the Illinois Eiver. 
State Capital, S[]ringfield. Named from Spring Creek, a small stream that 
ruDi into the Sangamon Siver. This capital eitj is od the Sangamon River. 
Sangamon ia a corruption of an lodian word tbat means "good huntiug 
ground." The early name assigned to the county was Sangaino, Why the 



lilinra. 



8 that of a tr: 
sited by the 



be of Indi 



inhabited this region when 
it was Erst visited by the whitea. The word menus "sleepy ones" or 
"drowsy ones." These Indians called themselves Pa-hu-cha, which may 
ba translated "as of the dusty nose." By the Algonquin tribes they were 
called I-o-vian, by other ludian tribes they were called Mas-eon-tin, and 
by the French they were called Prairie NadoTUsU. Marquette called them 
Pa-lum-tet. Father Andre, a Jesuit priest, settled omongst them in 1675. 
The Iowa Biver waa named from th« Algonquin name of the Indian tribe and 
the State was named from the river. 

State Capital, Des Moinea. It is on the Des Moines River and was named 
from the river. The river name comes from Che Indian nord Mikonang, 
meaniiif; "road." The French spoke the word as if it was spelled Main- 
gona, and then ahortened it to Main, and called the river "La riviere det 
Moines." 
lUlcblKan. The name is an Indian word, said by some to mean "big lake." 
E. M. Hainos, who was wise in Indian matters, said it meant "place for 
eatcbing fiah." Fathers Raymbaolt and Jorgea, Jesuit priests, founded a 
mission for the Chippewa Indians in 1641 at what is now Sault Ste. Marie, 
but it was abandoned. Father Marquette restored the mission in 1363 
and there founded the first permnment settlement in Michigan. 
State Capital, Lansing. Named for Abraham Lansing of Lansingburg, 
N. Y. 
KEiuneaota, Minnesota is a Sioux Indian word meaning "muddy water,'' 
"cloudy water" or "sky-tinted water," Hennepin and LaSalle saw the 
Minnesota River in 1680, and La.Hontau, LeSueur and Carver, later. In 
1812 the United Statea first eiercised authority in the territory. Fort 
Bnelling was built in 1819 and named by the United States authorities for 
Colonel Joaiah Snelling who built the fort. It was a protection for the 
early settlers, traders, etc., on the upper watera of the Miaaissippi and 
Minnesota (St. Peter) Bivera. 
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State Capital, St. Paul. Tbe city vraa named in ISll from tbe cliurch of 
"St. Psul," a log ehureh whicli was built here for Father M. Qaltier, a 
Jesuit mireionary. 
' ITebniBka. Nebraska >■ an Indian word meaning "ahallow water" or "broad 



wfttpr, " It is fciif posed the yn 
Indians. 

State Capita!, Lincoln. TIiib v 
Noitli Dakota. Dakota vi 

tribes, Tlio word they used varied, a 
Lakola or Nakota, and again Dakota. 
word when tho territory was divided. 






; Platte Kiver by the 



named for Abraham Lincoln. 

for the confederated Sioux 
;imeB they called themselves 
"North" was added to the 
mention of the confederated 



Bismarck, tbe great 



tribes, see South Dakota 
State Capital, Bismarck. Was 
Chancellor of Germany. 
South Dakota. Dakota was the common came for the confederated Sioux 
tribes. Tho name they used saried, as sometimeB they railed thomaelves 
Lakota or NaJtota, and again Valcata, The nord was formerly spelled 
DaA-fco-io. The "South" was added when the territory was divided. The 
Dakotas were cut ofE from Miaoeflota jo 1S53 and had no real government 
until the territory was established by act of congress in the year 1861. 
State Capital, Pierre. This was named from Fort Pierre, whicli was on 
the opposite bank of the Missouri Kiver and was named in June 1832, far 
Pierre Choteau, Jr., of St. Louis, Missouri, who visited the trading post 
there at that time. The "Fort" belonged to tho American Fur Trading 
Company. For a brief history of this Fort, see "Fort Pierre" in this work. 

The Bakota confederation was made up of various Stoui tribes that are 
known as the confederated tribes. These tribes occupied or roamed over 
the country west of tbe Mississippi River. There were seven principal 
tribes in tbis su-called confederation, viz.; 

First: The Undeviakantont, or People of Spirit Lake. 

Seeondr The Wakpekvtes, or Leaf Shooters. 

Third; The Wahpetoiit, or Peopla of tbe Leaves, 

Fourth; The Sitsetotis, or People of the Swamp. 

These four bands or tribes are called Santeex or laantees, i 
use knives," or who lived on Knife Lake. 

Fifth: The Yontion, or People of the East End. 

8inb: The Tanktonaise, or People near the End. 

Seventh; The Tetons, or People of the Prairies. 

These Tetom were divided into baniis or sub-tribes as follows; 

First; The Vncapapas. or People who camp by themselves. 

Second; The Sihasapai, or Blactfeet. 

Third: The IlatipelMS, or People without bows and consequently called 

by the French Sana Arc. 

Fourth ; The Slinneeanjoui, or People who Plant by the Water. 

nfth: TheOglalas. 

Sixth: The SicSamguea or Burnt Thighs, or, as the Froneh called them 
"the Brules" or "Brule Sioux." 

Seventh; The Oohononpaas or Two Kettles. They were so named be- 
cause two kettles of meat onee savetl the band from starvation. 
The name of the State came from the general name of this confederation. 



"people who 
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Wisconsin. The name comes from a Sauk Indian word having reference to 
holes in the banks of a stream in which birds nest. 

State Capital, Madison. Named for James Madison, president of the 
United States. It was made the state capital in 1838 and the first meeting 
of the legislature was held there in November of that year. 

Elijah M. Haines in his North American Indians, says substantially as 
follows of the word Wisconsin: ''The name was first given to the stream 
or river. The word was given by Marquette as Zie8h-bou-8%ng and Miah- 
Jcou-8ing, The letter ' m ' afterwards was changed to ' w ' and the letter 
*u' changed to *n,' making it "Wish-kin-sing, The word given by Mar- 
quette is supposed to mean 'strong current, » a feature that especially 
marks this stream in high water. ' ' The name of the stream was ultimately 
given to the territory and later to the State. The spelling of the word as 
Ouisconsin, was merely a refining of a misunderstood French euphonism, 
and has no basis in correct (French) orthography. The first territorial 
government was established at Mineral Point in 1836. The first legislature 
met at Belmont in Iowa County, in October, 1836. The State was admitted 
into the Union on May 29, 1848. 

Wyoming. This word is a corruption of the Delaware Indian word maughwau- 
wa-ma that means "large plains" or "extensive meadows." The word 
has had many spellings, such as Wauwaumie, Wiwaume, Wiomie, until it 
reached Wyoming. The name was first used by whites as the name for a 
valley in Pennsylvania where a portion of the Delaware tribe of Indians 
lived. Calwallader Colden in his history of the "Five Nations" spelled 
it Wyomen. In 1778 this valley was thickly settled and was ravaged by 
the British Colonel Butler and his Indian allies, when more than three hun- 
dred of the inhabitants were massacred. Thomas Campbell, the poet, wrote 
his "Gertrude of Wyoming" on this massacre, and that poem has done 
more than anything else to make this a popular name for places in the 
United States. Wyoming was organized as a territory by act of congress of 
July 28, 1868, portions being taken from Dakota, Idaho and Utah respect- 
ively. The first permanent settlement within the limits of the present 
State was made in 1867. 

State Capital, Cheyenne. It was named for the Indian tribe who called 
themselves Dziteistas. The word "Cheyenne" is a corruption of the In- 
dian word and was given to the Cheyenne Indians by the Dakota Sioux, 
who assert it means ' ' aliens, " or " foreigners. ' ' 
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Chicago & north western railway. 

THE COUNTIES. 
THEIR NAMES AND ORIGIN. 

a County, State of NcbrBBkB. Named for Preudent Jobn Adami. 

County seat, Ha^tingB. Named for Col. T. D. Haatinga in gistitude to 

bim for inducing a railroad companj to build a line of railroad through 

the eouotj. 
Alger Oonnty, State of Michigan. Named far ei-Senator and Secretary of Wm 

E. A. Alger. 

Couutj seat, Muniaing. Tbia ia an Indian word meaning "iaiaod," 

the IJttie island." 
Antelope Ootmty. State of Nebraska, Named by Leaoder Gorrard i 

memoratlon of his killing an antelope while chaaing Indiaos in thia region. 

County seat, Neligh. Named for Hon. John D. Neligh of West Point, Nb- 
, vrho platted the town, 
hland Oonnty, State of Wisconsin. Named from the home of Henry ClayJ 
a Kentucky. 

CuuDty seat, Aahland, and was named from the county. 
Andnbon Oonnty, state of Iowa. Named for J. J, Auduhno, the omithologiet 

and painteir of birda aud animals. The county was created ia ISSl and 

organized in IS55. 

County Bent, Audubon. Named from the county. 
Seadle Oonnty, State of South Dakota. Named for V!. H. H. Beadle, a 

State officer. 

County seat, Hnron. Named from the Indian tribe, and that namt 

lieved to have come from the French word hure, meaning "wild boar," 

^and supposed to he applied to this tribe on account of their unkempt ap- 
pearance. Huron is on the Dakota or James river. The Indiana called 
this river T-chan-san-ton. The Huron was one of the Iroquoian tribes 
found by the French living between Lake Huron and Ontario. The Frenoh 
included twelve tribes in their name of Iroquois. 
ton County, State of Iowa. Named for Thomas H. Benton of Missouri. 
The county was created by the legislature of Wiacouain, while Iowa wal 
yet a part of Wisconsin in 1S3T, and waa organized in 1S46. 
County seat, Vinton. Named for Hon. Plyon Vinton, an Iowa legislator. 
Bl&ck Hawk Ooant7> State of Iowa. Named for "Black Hawk," the noted 
chief of Sac and Fox Indiana. The county waa created in 1817 and or- 
ganized in 1S53. 
County Beat, Waterloo. Named for the battlefield in Belgiuc 
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le Eartli Oimiity, State of Minnesota, Named for the bluiah earth founa 

in tbe county, the blueueBS is caused by tbe preeencc of copper in tba Boil. 

Conntj seat, Mankato. Named from an Indian word meaning "blue" or, 

perhaps "green" earth, 
Boone County, State of Illinois. Naine<l for Daniel Boone of Kentucky. 

County seat, Belvidere. Named by one of the founders from Belvidere, 

nenr Weimer in Saie-Gotha, Germany, 
Boone County, i^tate of Iowa. Nani^d for Captain Nathan Boone of the 

United States Army, who fought Indiaos here and captured the Des Moine* 

Valley from them. Tbe county was created in 1846 and organized in 1S49. 

County seat, Boone. Named from the county. The original county seat 

was named Boonesboro by S. B. McCalt, and was a mile or so away from 

the present city. It was ultimately incorporated with and is dow a por- 
tion of the city and municipality of Boone. 
* Boone County. State of Nohraska. Named for Daniel Boone of Kentucky, 

County seat. Albion. Named from an ancient name of Eogland. 
Boyd County, State of Nebraska. Named for James E, Boyd, once governor 

of Nebraska. 

County seat, Butte. Named from tbe "buttes" or small hilts, near the 

townsite. 
Brown County, State of Minnesota. Named for Joseph B, Brown, a member of 

the Governor's Council of Minnesota in 1855. 

County scat, New Ulm, which was named by German emigraats from the 

fity of Ulm in Germany. 
Brown CoQnty, State of Nebraska. Named for two members of tbe legislature 

who reported the bill for organization of the county. 

County seat, Ainsworth. Named for James E. Ainsworth, a railroad en- 
gineer who located and helped to build the railroad through the county. 
Brown County, State of South Dakota. Named for Alfred Brown, a legislator 

of 1879. 

County seat, Aberdeen. Named by Alexander Mitchell of Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, from the city in Scotland. 
Brown County, State of Wiseonain. Named for Major General Jacob Brown 

of the United States Army, 1821-IS28. 

County seat, Green Bay. Named from the bay on which it is situated. 

This bay was by the early French called "la grande bate." For a fuller 

history, see Green Baj' in alphabetical list of places. 
Bnena Tlsta County, State of loi 

of General Taylor in Mexico 

county was created in 1861 a 

County seat. Storm Lake. 

lake- was named from 

seemed disturbed by si 
Bnflalo County, State of ^ 

(Bos or BiB( 

Connty seat. Alma. 

European BuBsia. 



ra. The county was named from the battlefield 
D. The name means "beautiful view." The 
d organized in 1859. 

was named from a nearby small lake. The 
tbe fact that small as it was and is, its watera 
early all the time, 

in. Named from tbe presence of "buffalo" 
properly called buffalo) here in an early day. 
rom tbe battlefield in the Crimea in southern 
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pSniMU Coimt7, State of Illinoig. Named for Pierre de Beuro, s French trad^| 
who had in an early day trading poats in what ia now Bureau County, 
ilounty seat, Princeton. Named for Daniol Prince, an early settler. 
BoUer Ooimty, Btote of Iowa. Named (or W. O. Butler of Kentucky, a general 
in the Mexican War, and democratic candidate for vice president of the 
United States in 18*8. The county was created in 1831 and organiied in 
1853. 

Oonnty Beat, Allison. Named for the veteran and venerable l.'aited States 
Senator W. B, Alliaon of Iowa. 
Bntlei OoDIIty, i^tate of Nebraska, Named for David Butler, first governor 
of the State. 
County seat, David City, Named ioi David Butler, first governor of thtn 

Butte Ooonty, State of South Dakota. Named from the "buttea" or low hilH 
prominent in this county. ^t 

Connty seat. Belle Fouehe. Named from the north branch of the Cheyea<l^| 
River, which the French called Belle Ftnirche, or "Beautiful Fork." H 

BrookiiigB Oonnty, State of South Dakota. Named for the Hon. W. W. Broolfl 
JngB, a jndge of the Supreme Court nf the Territory of Dakota. ^M 

County seat, BrookingB. Named from the county. ^H 

Calliona County, State of Iowa. Named for John C. Calhoun of South Car^H 
tina. This county waa first named Vox for the Fox Indiana. The nam6 
was changed by the legislature in 1853. The county waa organized in 18S5. 
County seat, Eockwell City. The county seat was located in 1876 on land 
belonging to Colonel J. M. Hockwetl and the aite was named for him. 

t County, State of Wisconsin. The word Calumet is a corruption of tlif 
French word Chalemct, meaning "little reed," hence "pipe of peace 
ounty seat, Chilton. Named for Chillington Hall in Kuglaad, but by ■ 
Tor of tba county clerk in recording the name, the middle syllable t 
omitted and that left the name as it now stands. 

Carroll County, State of Iowa. Named for Charles Carroll of Carrolton, Mary- 



1851 and organized in 1855. 
amed from the county, 
lamed from the river, which 
■ vitae) trees along its banka. 



uamed for General John Tipton, Uniti 




This county was created in 
County Beat, Carroll, which was i 
c Oonnty, State of Iowa. Wag 
from the presence of cedar (Arbo 
ganized in 1837, 

County seat, Tipton, which waa 
States senator from Indiana. 
Ro Boido County, State of Iowa. Was organized in 1855 and named from 
the Mexican battlefield. The words mean "large (around) hill." 
County seat. Mason City, John B. Long in 1851 settled bere and oamed 
the settlement and a grove in which be lived. Masonic Grove, in honor of 
the Free Masons. In 1S53. he and others laid out a town and named it 
Shiboleth, a well known Masonic and Scriptural word. In 1854, he 
bought the town site and changed its name to Masonville. for his sou. Mason 
Long. In 1855 the name waa changed to Mason City to obviate soma con- 
fuBion that had arisen over the similarity of the early name with that of 
ksotber post office in the State. 
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eiT7 Oonnty, State of Nebraska. Named far LieuteDant Cherry of tha 

United States Arm;. 

County seat, Valentine. Named for Hon. E. K. Valentine, once member of 

congress from Nebraska. 
Olailc County, State of 8outh Dakota. Named for Newton Olark, a legislator 

ia 1873. 

County seat, Clark. Named from the county. 
Clay County, State of Iowa. Named for Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Clay, a son 

of Henry Clay of Kentucky, who was killed in the battle of Buena Viata 

in tbe Mexican War. The county was created in 1851. 

County seat, Spencer. In 1859 Gaorge E. Spencer laid out this town and 

named it for himself. After the close of the War of the Bebellion, this 

General G. E. Spencer became United States senator from Alabama. 
Clay Ooimty, State of Nebraska. Named for Henry Clay of Kentucky. 

County seat, Clay Center. Named from being in the center of the county. 
Clay County, State of Booth Dakota. Named for Henry Clay of Kentucky. 

County seat, Vermillion. Named from the red color of the soil, due to 

the presence of iron. 
Clinton Connly, State of Iowa. Named for DeWitt Clinton, governor of New 

Tork. This county was created in 1837 and organized in 1810, with the 

county seat at DeWitt (formerly called Vandeuburg), where it remained 

for thirty-five years. 

County seat, Clintoa. Named from the county. The county seat at one 

time was Camanche (named for tbe Indiaa tribe). It was then moved to 

DeWitt (Vandenburg) and was finally moved to Clinton in 1876. The site 

of Clinton is what in 1955 was laid out by Joseph M. Bartlett and calleii 

New York. This site ultimately came into the possession of the Iowa Laud 

company, which resurveyed the site and named it from the county. 
Oodlngton County, State of South Dakota. Named (or Eov. K. B. Codington, 

a legislator of 1875. 

County seat, Watertown. Named by John P. Kemp, an early settler from 

Watertown, New York. 
Oolfai County, State of Nebraska. Named for Vice President Schuyler Colfax. 

County seat, Schuyler. Named for the given name of Vice President 

Schuyler Colfax. 
Oolnmlila County, State of Wisconsiu. Named from the Columbia Eivar in 

Oregon, which was named by Captain Gray from the vessel he commanded 

when he entered that river. 

County seat, Portage. Named from the Indian portage, or aarrying place 

between the Fox and Wiaeonsin rivers. 
Converse County, State of Wyoming. Named for A. E, Converse, once terri- 
torial governor of Wyoming. 

County seat, Douglas. Named for United States Senator Stephen A, 

Douglas of lUinoia. 
Cook County, State of Illinois. Named for Daniel P. Cook, member of congraas 

County seat, Chicago. Named perhaps for the Ojibway Indian word ihe- 

kag-ong, meaning "the place of the wild onion," and this from a root 

word meaning "bad smell." For a more lengthy description, sea Chicago 

in the alphabetical list of places. 
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Cottonwood Oonnty, State of Minnesota. Translation of Sioux word for the 
Cottonwood tree (Popviua heterophyUa) abundant in the county. 
County seat, Windom. Named for United States Senator Windom of 
Minnesota. 

Crawford County, State of Iowa. The county was named for W. H. Crawford, 
secretary of the treasury in 1817-25 under President Monroe. The county 
was created in 1854 and organized in 1855. 

County seat, Denison. This was named in 1856 for Bevd. J. W. Denison, a 
Baptist preacher and agent of the land company that controlled the lands 
along the railroad through this county. 

Cuming Connty, State of Nebraska. Named for T. B. Cuming, governor of the 
Territory of Nebraska in 1854-1855. 

County seat. West Point. Named because when located, it was the most 
westerly point that was settled in the valley of the Elkhom Biver. 

Custer County, State of South Dakota. Named for General George A. Custer, 
who was killed by the Indians in the battle of the Little Big Horn near 
the Bosebud Biver in Wyoming in 1876. 
County seat, Coster. Named for General Custer. 

Dane County, State of Wisconsin. Named for Nathan Dane, a judge and mem- 
ber, of congress from Massachusetts, and the author of the ordinance of 
1787 for the North West Territory. 
County seat, Madison. Named for President James Madison. 

Dawes County, State of Nebraska. Named for James W. Dawes, former gov- 
ernor of the State. 

County seat, Chadron. Named from a stream that was named for a French- 
Indian "squaw-man" who lived on its banks. 

DeKalb County, State of Illinois. Named for Baron DeKalb of the American 
Bevolution, who was killed in the battle of Camden, South Carolina. 
County seat. Sycamore. Named from the abundance of ** Sycamore" 
(Platanus ocddentalis) trees that grew here when the town was laid out. 

Delta County, State of Michigan. Named because of its triangular shape. 

County seat, Escanaba. Named from an Indian word that means "flat 
rock." See Escanaba in alphabetical list of places in this book. 

Deuel County, State of South Dakota. Named for Jacob Deuel, a territorial 

legislator of 1862. 

County seat. Clear Lake. Named from Clear Lake and is merely a 

descriptive name. 
Dickey County, State of North Dakota. Named for George Dickey, a member 

of the North Dakota legislature. 

Connty seat, Ellendale. Named for the wife of S. S. Merrill, the general 

manager of a Wisconsin railroad. 

Dickinson County, State of Michigan. Named for Don M. Dickinson, post- 
master general under President Cleveland. 

County seat, Iron Mountain. Named on account of many iron mines in the 
vicinity. 

Dodge County, State of Minnesota. Named for General Henry Dodge, governor 
of and United States senator from Wisconsin. 
County seat, Mantorville. The first settlers in this county were three 
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brothers, Peter, Riiej and Fcaak Mantor. They settled on the site of tbiii 
toiTQ in 1853. When the count; seat was laid oDt, it was namad for tbeaa 
brothers. 
Dodge Gonnty, State of Nebraska. Named for Augustus Caesar Dodge, TJnlte-1 
States senator from Iowa. 

County seat, Fremont. Named tor General John C. Fremont, the explofer, 
■who visited the location in an early day. See Fremont in alphabetical list 
of places in this book. 
[ Bodge Oonnty, State of Wisconsin. Named for General Henry Dodge, govemnr 
of, and United States senator from Wisconsin. 

County seat, Juneau. Nsmed from Solomon Juneau, the French founder of 
the city of Milwaukee. 
Doaglaa Oounty. State of Nebraska. Named for Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois. 
County seat, Omaha. Omaha is an Indian word and is the name of an Indian 
tribe and means "up stream," as "upstream people." 
DnPago Comity, State of Illinois. Named for the French Indian Du (or De) 
Page, A trader and trapper on the DuPage Kiver before 1800. 
County seat. WheatoQ. Named for Warren L. Wlieaton, a nearby farmer. 
Emmet Oonnty, State of Iowa, Named for Robert Emmet the Irish patriot. 
The county was created in 1851 and organiaed in 1850. 

County seat, Estharville. Named for Mrs. Esther Eiiiley, tho wife of one 
of its founders and the flrst treasurer of the county. 
r«U Blver County, State of South Dakota. Named from the river of the sama 
name. It is the literal translation of its Indian name. 
County seat. Hot Springs, Named for the celebrated hot springs tbftt 
abound at this place. 
Flribanlt County, State of Minnesota. Named tor John Baptiste Faribault, a, 
French trader amongst the Sioux Indians. 

County seat, Blue Earth City. Named from the presence of blue earth 
from copper mixed ititb the soil. 
Fanlk County, State of Bouth Dakota. Named for Andrew J. Faulk, the third 
governor of Dskott Territory. 

County seat, Fauli ton. Named for Governor Andrew J. Faulk of South 
Dakota. 
rUlfflOie County, State of Minnesota. Named for Millard Fillmore, ex-President 
of the United States. 

County seat, Preston. Was named from a stream that was named by John 
C. Fremont, "the pathfinder," for a governor of South Carolina who had 
befriended Fremont. 
rillmoia Oonnty, State of Nebraska. Named for Millard Fillmore, ci-presi- 
dent ot the United States. 

County seat, Geneva. Was named in 1871 by Miss Emma McCaully. 
daughter of Colonel J. A. MoCauUy, who owned the farm on which Iha 
eonnty seat was established, and named it from Geneva in New York, that 
was named from Geneva in Switzerland. 
Hoience Oonnty, State of Wisconsin. Named by H. D. Fisher or J. J. Hagerm.in 
for Mrs. Florence Hulst, wife of Dr. N. P. Hulst of Mlilwaukee. 
County seat, Florence. Naoied from the county. 
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IXlOTd ConntT, IJtBts of Iowa. Namsil for Williani Floyd of New Tork, 

■ who wai one of the signera of the Declaration of Id depend en ce- 

B Counter aeat, Cbarles City. Named for Kelly St. Cbarles, a sod of ths 

I first settler in the county. Tbs flrat nume of the place was St. Charles, but 

H it was Booo changed to its present forui. 

Bfond dn I>ac Comity, State of WisfODBin. Namod from ita Bituation (end of 

I lake) OD Lake Winnebago, Wisconain. 

I County seat, Fond du Lac. Named from the oouDty. The town is aitnated 

H on Lake Winnebago. 

■forest County, State of Wisconsin. Named because of the forest with which 

P it was covered when named. 

' County seat, Crandon. Named for Frank P. Crandon, an oQicar of the 

Chicago and North Western Railway company. 
Fiemimt Connty, State of Wyoming. Named in honor of General John C. 

Fremont, the great explorer. 
L County seat, Lander. This was named for Oeneral F. W. Lander of tho 

B United States Army. 

BSogebic County. State of Micbigtm. Named from tbe Indian word a-go-je-bie. 
B meaning "rocky," or from go-ge-bing, meaning "dividing lake." 
B County seat, Bessemer. Named for the inventor of the Besaamer process 
H for reducing iron ore. 

Ooodlme County, State of Minnesota. Named for Thomas M. Goodhue, the 

first journalist of the Territory and who in 1849 founded "Tbe Pioneer" 

newspaper of St. Paul. 

County seat, Bed Wing. Named for the Indian chief, "Bed Wing." 
LiOnut CotintJ, State of Wisconsin. Named for a trapper and Indian trader 
B who lived in this county before the State of Wisconsin was set aside from 
F the Territory. 

County seat, Lancaster. Named from Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
Oreeo County, State of Iowa. Named for General Nathaniel Greene, the great 

Revolutionary soldier. Tho county was created in 1S51 and organireJ in 

1S54. 
I County seat. Jefferson. It was laid out in 1SS4 and named for President 

I Thomas Jefferson. 

' Gnon Lake County, State of Wisconsin. Named from the waters of the lake, 

whii^h have a very green cast. 

County Beat, Dartford. Named by and for J. N. Dart, its first settler. 

Mr. Dart also named Montello the county seat of Marquette County. 
Qiegoiy Connty, State of South Dakota. Named for J. S. Gregory, a legislator 

of the Territory. 

Connty sent, Fairfax. Was named for Lord Fairfax of English-Virginia 

history. Ho was the son of Lord Culpepper. They* gave their names to 

eonoties in Virginia, 
Onmdy County, State of Iowa. Named for Felix Onindy, United States seo- 

ator from Tennessee. The county was created in 1B61 and organised in 

1S54. 

County seat, Ornndy Center. Named from the county and from tbe central 

location of tbe town in tbe county. 



Hamilton Connty, State of Iowa. Named for W. W. Hamilton, preaident of 

the Iowa acnate in 1857. It liad been first called Bisley, and then Webster. 

County seat, Webster City. Named for Daniel Webster of Maasachusett*. 
Hunilton County, State of Nebraska. Named for Alexander Hamilton, the 

great American statesman. 

County seat, Aniora. Named frou the Latin word, meaning "morning," 

"dawn" or "east." 
HimUi) County, State of South Dakota. The county was created Jannary 

8, 1873 and organized in July, ISTS, and named tor Hannibal Hamlin of 

Maine. 

County seat, Castlewood. In an early day, J, S. Keator of Davenport, 
^^^^ Iowa, bad the title to some fifteen tliousaad acres of land in this vicinity. 
^^^^L A daughter of Mr. Keator, who wiia a reader at Thackeray's uotoIb, in 
^^^^1 "The Virginians" found the name Castlewood, as the Virginia home of 
^^^^P Henry Esmond. She suggested the «ouiity seat should be given the name 
^^^^ of Castlewood, and the Winona and St. Peter Railroad company, that laid 

r out the town site, accepted the suggostion. and Castlewood became the name 

I of the town Bite and county seat. (See Castlewood in the alphabetical list 

^^^ for further facta as to this name), 

^^^. Hand County, State of South Dakota. Was named for George A. Hand, secre- 
^^H tary of the Territory in ISSO. 

^^^F County seat. Miller. Named for its founder, Henry Miller. 

I Hardin County, State of Iowa. Named for General John J, Hardin of Illinois, 

r who was killed in the Mexican War. The county was established in 1851 

and organized in 1853. 
I County seat, E)dora. Named from Eldorado, California, and that was 

I named from the Spanish word meaning "the gilded." The county was 

I established in 1853. 

Harrison County. State of Iowa. Named for President W. H. Harrison; the 
I county was created in 1851 and organized in 1853. 

' County seat, Logan. Was named by E. E. Talcott, of the Galena and 

Chicago Union railroad, for General John A. Logan of Illinois, The place 

was originally calleil Boyer Falls, from the falls (rapids) in the nearby 

river, but the name was changed on the completion of the railroad to this 

■ Holt Connty, State of Nebraska. Named for Joseph Holt of Kentucky, of 

President Lincoln's cabinet. 

County seat, O'Neill. Named for General John O'Neill, the Irish patriot, 
who was an early settler here and who laid out the original town site and 
made his part of the town a total abstinence place. 
HngheB County, State of South Dakota. Named for Alexander Hughes, a 
legislator of JB73. 

County Beat, Pierre. Named from. "Fort Pierre Choteau" (commonly 
called Fort Pierre) that lay on the opposite side of the Missouri Kiver. 
That was named for Pierre Choteau, Jr., of St. Louis, of the American Fur 
Co., that had a trading port there. Sec Port Pierre in the alphabetical 
list of places in this book. 

This county was explored by J. N. Nicollet and John C. Fremont, and 
Nicollet mapped it as early as 1839. 
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mbotdt County, State of Iowa. Named for Baron Alexander von Humboldt, 
the German traveler. The conoty was created in 1851, but waa not t 
ganized. It was re-created in 1857 and organized in the anniB year. 
Countj seat, Dakota City. Was named for the Dakota Indiana. 
""Hyde Oonnty, State of South Dakota. Named for James Hyde, a memtier o 
the legislature in 1873. 

County Beat, Highmore. Was so named from the fact that it stood on the 
highest ground between tbe James and Missouri Bivers, 
Ua Ootmty, State of Iowa. Named from Mount Ida in Greece, The eonnty 
was created in 1851, and the name was suggested by Eliphalet Price. 
County seat, Ida Grove. Named from the county and grove of timber 
near the town site. This conjunction was suggested by Mrs. J, H. Moor- 
head, the wife of the first settler. The town was laid out by S. H, Hobbs 
in 1871 and officially named Ida Grove by P. E. Hall of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
Iowa Ooonty, State of Wisconsin. The county was named from the river nnd 
this was named from the Algonquin name of an Indian tribe that lived on 
the river, Tlie word means "sleepy" or "drowsy ones." 
County seat, DodgevilJe. Named for General Henry Dodge, governor of 
Wisconsin Territory, 
ron County, State of Michigan. So named on account of the large quantity 
on ore that is found here, 
Connty seat, Crystal Falls. This name was first applied to the falls in 
Paint Biver, by Hichard Corman, a timber "cruiser" who saw the foliage 
that overhung the falls densely i 
heavy sleet storm. When the tow 
IS named from these falls. 
ron County, State of Wisconsin. Was so named on account of fiading iron 
n the county. 
County scat. Hurley. Was named for M. A. Hurley of Wausau, Wisconsin. 
ckson Oannty, State of Iowa. Nam«d for President Andrew Jackson. The 
county was created in 1837 and organized in 1838. 

County seat, Maquoketa. It was named from the river, on the south bank 
of the south fork on which it is located. The word comes from the Sac 
Indian and means "bear river." Tbe original name given to the place 
was Springfield. This was given it by J. E. Qoodenow in 1S38, and who 
had emigrated from New York state. 
^efleiHon County, State of Wisconsin. Named for President Thomas Jefferson. 
County seat, Jefferson. Named from the county. 
~ Jo DavioBB County, State of Illinois. Named for Colonel Joseph H. Davies of 
Kentucky, who was killed in the Battle of Tippecanoe. 
County seat, Galena. It was named in 1819 by S. C. Muir, an early settler, 
from the presence of great beds of lead or Galena ore at this place. Tbe 
early French called the place La Feve, the "bean," from the profusion 
of a sort of beau they found growing tbere. From this La Feva, the river, 
on which the town is located, is by "corruption" called Fever Eiver. 
~ Jones County, State of Iowa. Was established in 1857, and named for General 
George W. Jones, delegate to congress for the Territory of Iowa, and after 
the admission of the State to the Union, United States senator from Iowa, 
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Count; seat, Anamosa. Tbis ia a. cotruption '> 
woman, whoae father was named Nas-imus auJ 
the Blacltliawk War. The word Anamosa refers 
foxes before their eyea are opened." In 1841 wh 
platted, it was called Lexington from the battlefii 
The county aeat was located in 1847. 

learned for »oluuio 



ho vras distinguished in 

J "puppiea" or "young 

■hen the town Wft3 firat 

I of the Revolution. 



Juneau County, State of Wiaeonair. Kamed for Solomon Juneau, the founder 
of the city of Milwaukee. 

County seat, Mauaton. Named for General M. M. Maugha, the formal 
owner of the originnl village. 

Kana County, State of lIlinoiB. Named for Elias K. Kane, United States sen- 
ator from Tllinoia, 1824-1835. 

County seat, Geneva. Was named from the eity in New York State and 
that was named from Geneva, Switzerland. 



Was named fro 



^ 
* 



Kenosha Oonnty, State of W 

ing ' ' pickerel, " " fish " or " pike. ' ' 

County aeat, Kenoaha. Named from the county. 

Eeokok Oonnty, State of Iowa. Named for Ee-o-kuk a Sac Indian chief. The 
word raoana "running fox" or "watchful fox." The county was firat 
created in 1S37, and re-created in 1843 and organized in 1S44. 
County seat, Sigourney. Thia was named in honor of Mrs. L. H. Sigourney, 
the American poeteaa, by the commissi one ra who selected the aite. 

Kingsbury County, State of South Dakota. Named for 0. W. Kingabury, an 
early legislator of the Territory. 

County aeat, DeSmeto. Waa naniad to honor the memory of Father P. J. 
DeSmet, 8. J., the "Apostle of the Indians." 

Knox Oonnty, State of Nebraska. Named for the Bevolutionary General Knoi. 
It was originally called L'Eau que Court County, but waa changed by the 
legislature at the request of David Quimby, a legislative representative- 
County scat, Niobrara. Named from an Indian word meaning "running 
water." The name was first applied to the river, and then was transferred 
to the town site. 

Kossuth Connty, State of Iowa. Was established in 1S51, organized in 1S53 
and named for Louis Kossuth of Hungary. 

County scat, Algona. Named from a corrupted Indian word meaning "Al- 
gonquin waters." The word Algoma was formed by Schoolcraft, and Algona 
ia a changed form of Schoolcraft's word. The original name of the settle- 
Rieot was Call 's Grove, and was so named for the brothers Call, who came 
here in 1854. The present name ivas suggested by Mrs. A. C. Call. Tha 
town was laid out by the Calls and J. W. Moon in 1856. 

La Crosse County, State of Wisconsin. The word is from the French name for 
the game that was played by the Indians and which the French settler* 
called "la crosse. " 
Connty seat, La Crosae. Named from the county. 

LaFayette Connty, State of Wisconsin. Named for Marquis de LnFayette. 
County scat, Darlington. Was named for Joseph Darlington, an early 
settler. 
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lake Ckmnty, State of Illinois. Was named from the large number of lakes 
(108) in the limits of the county. 

County seat, Waukegan. Originally this place was called "Little Fort." 
The present name is the Indian translation of Little Fort. 

Iiancaster Oonntyy State of Nebraska. Named from the town and county in 
Pennsylvaniay which were named from the county in England. 
County seat, Lincoln. Named for President Abraham Lincoln. 

Iianglade Ck^nntyy State of Wisconsin. Named for Charles de Langlade, a 
Frenchman and said to be the first permanent white settler in the State of 
Wisconsin. 

County seat, Antigo. The name was taken from the Indian words neequio- 
antigO'Sehi. The word Antigo, means evergreen, or where there always are 
evergreens. 

La Salle Oonnty, State of Illinois. Named for Bene Robert Cavalier, Sieur de 
de la Salle, the noted French explorer. 
County seat, Ottawa. Named for an Indian tribe. 

Lawrence County, State of South Dakota. Named for John Lawrence, % 
member of the legislature. 

County seat, Deadwood. Was named from Deadwood Gulch, and that was 
so named because of the many dead trees the first prospectors found in the 
gulch. 

Lee Ck>iinty, State of Illinois. Named for General Richard Henry Lee of the 

Bevolution. 

County seat, Dixon. Named for Captain John Dixon, an early settler and 

owner of Dixon's Ferry on Bock Biver. 
Le Snenr County, State of Minnesota. Named for Pierre Charles Le Sueur, an 

explorer of and trader on the upper Mississippi Biver 1683-1722. 

County seat, Le Sueur Center. Named from the county. 

Lincoln County, State of Minnesota. Named for Abraham Lincoln. 

County seat, Iviinhoe. Was named from Sir Walter Scott's novel of that 
name. 

Lincoln County, State of South Dakota. Named for Abraham Lincoln. 

County seat. Canton. Named from Canton, Ohio, that was named indi- 
rectly from the Chinese city. 

Linn County, State of Iowa. Named for Hon. Lewis F. Linn, United States 
senator from Missouri. The county was created in 1837 and organized in 
1889. 

County seat, Marion. Was laid out in 1839 and named for General Francis 
Marion of the Bevolutionary War. 

Xyman County, State of South Dakota. Named for W. P. Lyman, legislator 
and soldier. 

County seat, Oacoma. This is a Sioux Indian word and means ' ' a place be- 
tween," and is here used because the town is located between the river 
and a bluff. 

Lyon County, State of Minnesota. Named for General Nathaniel Lyon of the 
United States Army. 

County seat, Marshall. Named for Gen. W. B. Marshall, governor of the 
state, 1866-1870. 
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Macoupin CoimtT, State of Illinois.. This county was named for the Indi&ii 
word that degignated a tuber, resembling the potato, that was found in 
abundance along the banks of what is now called Macoupin Elver or creek. 
County Beat, Cariinville. This citj was named for Thomas Cailin, who 
was governor of Illinois from 1834 to 1842. 

Madison County, State of Nebraska. Named for President James Madison. 
County seat, Madison. Named from the county. 

Mahaska County, State of Iowa. Named for Mahaska, "White Cloud," ■ 
chief of the Iowa tribe of Indians, The county was created in 1843 and 
organized in 1841. 

County seat, Oalcaloosa, and was named for the wife of the Indian Chief 
Mahaska. This place was first named "The Narrows;" it was then called 
Mahaska, but when chosen for the county seat, its name was changed to 
the present title. This was done at the suggestion of M. T. Williams, an 
early settler in the county, 
PUanitOwoc County, State of Wiseonsin. Mafi-i-to-v!Oc-ia-an is the Indian word 
for "spirit land," and the name Manitowoc comes from this word. 
County seat, Manitowoc. (For fuTther particulars as to this name, sea 
Manitowoc in the alphabetical list of place names.) 

Maiathon Oonnty, Stste of Wisconsin. Named by Walter D. Mclndoe, a learned 
Scotchman for the battlefield in ancient Greece- 
County seat, WauBBu. The name is a corruption of the Indian word 
was-sa, meaning "far away." 

Marinette Comity, State of Wisconsin. Named for Marinette Jacobs, the daugh- 
ter of an Indian chief. This name was made from Maria and Antoinette. 
County seat, Marinette. Named from the county. 

Marsha]! County, State of Illinois. Named for Chief Justice John Marshall. 
County Boat, Lacon. Named from Laconia in Greece. 

Marshall Oonnty, State of Iowa. Named for Chief Justice John Marshall. 
The county was created in 1846 and organized in 184S. 

County seat, Marahalltown. Its first namo was Marshall, from a place of 
that name in Michigan, and was laid out and so named by Nels Hanson 
and John Childs in 1853, but to prevent confusion, the word "town" was 
afterwards added to tbe name. 

Martin Oonnty, State of Minnesota. Named for Henry Martin, an early settler. 
County seat, Fairmont. Was named in 1857 by W. H. Budd and other com- 
misBionera, who were by the Government appointed to select a site for the 
county seat. The location ia on elevated ground and along a chain of 
lakes. Tbe outlook ia very fine and that induced these commissioners to 
call the Bite Fairmont. (Not Fairmount, as it is often incorrectly written.) 

Marqnette Connty, State of Michigan: Was named for Father Jacques Mar- 
quette, the noted Missionary to the Indians. Father Marquette was bom 
at Laon in France in 1637, where be was educated. He came to North 
I America in 1666 and went to Sault St. Marie on tbe St. Mary's River in 

Michigan in 1668, where he establisbed a mission. He went to La Pointe 
on Madaline Island, near the present city of Ashland, Wisconsin, in 166S, 
and then determined to explore the Mississippi Eiver, of which be had 
heard much from tbe Indians of ths Lake Superior conntry. He spent the 
time between 1669 and 1673 at the island of Miehilmacinac (now Macki- 
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is now known as old Maciaac, and at St. Ignaee on Point 
St Ignaee on tbe main land of the Dorthem peoinsula of Michigan near 
the island of Maokinac. He taught and tried to Christianize the Indiani 
who occupied or visited the vicinity. 

On Maj IT, 1673, he and Louis Jaliet left Mackinac in canoes and went 
up Green Ba; {bate de puanU of the earlj- French traders and trappers), 
and via the Fos and the Wisconsin Eiveca reached the Mississippi Eiver 
on June IT. They floated down that stream to a point in what is now the 
state of Arkansas, They then retraced their steps to the mouth of tbe Illi- 
nois Hirer, which they ascended to the Des Plaines River and thence to 
Lake Michigan, and finally reached the location of tbe present city of Qreea 
Bay in September, 1673. 

In the fall of 1674 Marquette reached Chicago, on his second trip to 
the south, and wintered there. Not long ainca a monument was set up and 
dedicated on the spot where this winter sojourn was made. He started 
south via the south branch of the Chicago and the Des Plaines Rivers on 
March 30, 1Q75, and on April S, 167o, reached Easkaskia, near where thfl 
Kaskaskia. River enters the Mississippi Biver, a hundred miles or so 
below St. Louis, Mo. After a sojourn there he started back to Mackinac, 
but died (in 1675) at a point on the east shore of Lake Michigan. His 
remains were taken to Mackinac and are believed to be buried in or near 
the ruica of the old mission churcli at St. Ignace. There is no doubt that 
Father Marquette visited the site of the present city of Marquette, and 
hence can be seen the propriety of naming the city and the county it is 
in for him and to honor and perpetuate his name. 

Marquette is a very old settlement. Before Father Marquette first visited 
the location in 1668, the Indians made it a place of meeting and they bad 
told Radiaaon and Groasilliera, Kho preceded Father Marquette in visiting 
this spot, that it had always been a favorite meeting and fishing point for 
the Indians. 

Peter White, its oldest settler, eame weat from Rome, New York. The 
early French trappers and Indian traders called him Pierre Le Blanc, and 
by that name he was known, and loved and trusted by all the Indians 
in the country bordering on the shores of Lake Superior. A "poet" claims 
Pater White lived here in 1664, anil welcomed and feasted Marquette when 
he visited the locality in 1668. This legend is confirmed ( f) by the follow- 
ing poem. 

"PIERRE LE BLANC AND FATHER MAKQUETTE- 

"You know ana man call Petare Wite 
What live up by Marquette, 



Perhaps you tink dat one big lie. 
But if you doan' b 'lieve true, 
She's live for last two t'ousand year 
I 'm goin ' prove to you. 

Deys got a Sunday achool up dere, 
An' one day not long ago 
Ze teacbare hask em question 
To see how much dey no. 



An ' DO I "ve prove ze liaige to you, 
1 'm goin ' oa will my story, 
It 'b more about dat Petare Wite, 
An' more as to hia glory. 

liong time she wilb call Pierre Le Blanc, 
•Bout two tree hundred year 
Before 'twaa change t-o Petare Wit«, 
By doBe English peepl ' roun ' bere. 

One day she walk down by ze rotks, 
'Bout Biiteen sixty four, 
An' scratch heea haic) and wink hees bye 
At lit' speck far out from shore. 

Ver soon dat lit' speck was a caaoe, 
Bimby it came to shore, 
A man jump out, strange French man, 
What she never saw before. 

An' dat man say 'Bon jour, my fren'. 
I doan know yon, and yet 
I guess your name is Pierre La Blanc — 
Mai name eea Pcra Marquette. 

' I hear 'bout you f ronn mai graud-pere, 
Dat you could not bo teat. 
An' I taught I'd stop and get acijliaint' 
So two good mans could meet. ' 

An' Petare say, 'Dat 'a very good, 
1 'U tell you what I '11 do— 
I '11 build a town on dia here sjint 
An' call it after you.' 

An' Petare tak' him to bees house, 
An ' fill him to hees jaw 
Wid everything she ba-d was nice, 
Champagne and poissoa blanc. 

Dat good pries' stay for two, tree week, 
An' den he say 'Good-bye,' 
While great big tear run down bees check, 
Two, tree stan' on hees bye. 

An' den he jump in hees canoe 
An ' shove off from ze banh, 
An ' look up to ze sky and say, 
'God bless you, Pierre Le Blanc' 

An' Petare bailt dat city. 

An' did more' as dat, you bet, 

He also bnilt one monLiment 

For heea young fren,' Pere Marquette." 
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PETER WHITK. 

A mention of the city or of the county of Marquette witlioiit a mention 
of Peter White would be like explaining the light of day without men- 
tioning the aun. for many years all the neal and activities of Marquette 
and of the Hurrounding county seemed to revolve arouud and about Mr. 
White. 

He is undoubtedly the best-lcnown citizen in the Upper Peninsula, and 
one of the moat popular in all Micliigan. Mr. White was bora in Rome. 
Oneida County, N. Y., and went to Green Boy, Wis., with bis parents in 
1839. Be set out for the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. After repeated 
efforts to reach bis destination, it taking some tbree years on account of 
many viciasitudes, one of which was spent as a cterk in a Detroit store, 
he joined an expedition to the tiake Superior iron mines that then for the 
first time were being talked about. After experiencing many hardships 
he reached the end of his journey and had the distinction of being the 
first white man to fell a tree on tha site of the present city of Marquette. 
It was whUe employed in these pursuits that Mr. White, who at that time 
spoke aevecal languages, learned to talk with the Cbippewaa in their own 
tongue, thereby gaining their friendship, which proved very valuable id 
after years. He also picked up the patois of the French -Canadian habitat. 
He was literally one of the pioneers of this part of Michigan. Although 
but a boy at that time he had the pluck and perseverance of a man of 
mature years and was respected and trusted by his employers as well as 
iDy all those, Indiana included, with whom he came in contact. First as 
a common laborer, then as a storekeeper, then a banker, real estate dealer, 
legislator, journeying part of hia way to Lansing on snowahoea, always 
with his eye on the goal he had in sight, he never swerved, and his life is 
a model for the American youth to pattern after. 

At the outbreak of the War of the Kebellion he organized a company to 
go to the front and was elected its captain, but such great pressure was 
brought to bear upon him by his fellow citizens that he remained at home. 
Dating from about this time he became the leading man in Marquette. 
He has always been a generous citizen, never sparing his time or money 
in furthering the interests of his home town. 

The history of Mr. White ia the history of the Upper Peninsula, It is 
full of romance as well as of the stern realities of life. During the eariier 
days it was full of exciting experiences and adventure, at one time as a 
mail carrier over a then trackless waste with Indiana as guides. At the 
present time be is a cultured gentleman and a successful business mnn. 

He is still in the prime of his activity, both mental and physical, and his 
advice on leading questions of the day ia freely asked and always given 
merited consideration. 

County seat, Marquette; named from the county. 
Usrqnette County, State of Wisconsia, Named for the Jesuit Missionary 
and explorer, Father Jacques Marquette, 

County seat, Montello. This town was located in 1849 by James Daniels, 
ftnd by him was named Seralro from a place in Mexico where Mr, Daniels 
had fought during the war with Mexico, The location was also, for some 
time known aa Hill River on account of its location as to granite hills 
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and Fox Hiver. In coarse of time objectiona were made to the name 

Seralro; wben J. N. Dart, an early settler, suggested the present name, 

and the suggestion was adopted by n meeting of its principal inhabitants. 

The name is a translation of two Spanish words for "raountaiu" and 

"waters." Mr. Dart also named Dartford, the county seat of Green Lake 

County, 
UcOook County, State of South Dakota- Named for Oeneral Edwin S. McCook 

of Uhio, who was distinguished for bravery in the War of the Rebellion. 

County seat, Salem; named from tbe Jewbh word meaning "Peace." 
IScHemy County, State of Illinoia. Kamed for General William McHenry, 

prominent in the Blackhawk War. 

County seat, Woodstock; named from the town in Vermont and that was 

named from the town in England. 
Ueade County, State of South Dakota. Named for Geo. George C. Meade 

of the War of the Rebellion. 

County seat, Sturgts; named by Col. Samnel Sturgia of the 8B^l'enth United 

States Cavalry. 
Uenoniinee County, State of Michigan. Named from the Menominee Indian 

tribe (the riee eaters). The word refers to "wild rice." 

County seat, Menominee; named from the county. 
MUwaukee Oounty, Stats of Wisconsin. This nama came from an Indian word 

probably Miticke, meaning "good earth" or "good land." 

Connty seat, Milwaukee, The word baa been spelled in many ways from 

Father Hennipin's Millecke in 16T9, Mileke of a French map in 1864; 

Milviaric}c of John Buissou de St. Cosme in 1696, down to the present. 

(For further particulars as to the word Milwaukee, see under its place in 

tbe alphabetical list of place names.) 
Miner County, State of South Dakota. Named for Capt. Nelson Miner and 

Ephrairo Miner, members of the legislature of 1872 that created the county. 
Capt. N. Miner raised a company of cavalry during the War of the Kebellion 

and was a noted Indian fighter after that war closed. 

County seat, Howard; named for Howard Farmer, the first settler there. 
Uonona County, State of Iowa. The word Monona is Indian, but its meaning 

is lost. The county was created in 1851. 

County seat, Onawa; this was laid out by the Monona Land Company 

in 1857, and was named from an Indian word meaning "wide awake." 
Uonroe County, State of Iowa. Was named for President James Monroe. 

County seat, Albia, Princeton was tbe original name of this place. It 

was changed by Dr. Anson Flint, an early settler, and was named by him 

for his native place in New York State. 
Uonroe Cotlnty, State of Wisconsin. Named for President James Monroe. 

County seat, Sparta; was named in 1851 by Mrs. M, Pettitt from Sparta in 

ancient Greece, 
Hfttrona County, State of Wyoming. Named from the Spanish word imiron 

meaning "native carbonate of soda," which is plentiful in this county. 

County seat, Casper; wag named from the United States post Fort Casper, 

which is located on the Platte Biver near thia station. This post was named 

fay Gen, John Pope, November 21, 1S66, for Llent. Caspsr Collins, who 
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H lost bis life in a. battle with Indiana oear this spot. Lieut. CoIUdb had 

■ bat a handful of men while the attacking Indiana numbered three thou- 
B sand. Three only of the eoldien eseaped, all the rest, with the leader, 

■ being killed. 

nncoUet Ooimty, State of Minnesota. Named for Joseph Nicholas Nicollet, a 

I Freccb explorer and map maker. 

I County seat, 8t, Peter; the town was named'Tiy the Winona and St. Peter 

K Bailroad Company from the river on which it is located. The river was 

I named for Pierre (Peter) Charles Le Sueur, the first white man to navi' 

I gate this stream. He was on it as early as 16S9. Nicollet explored Dakota 

■ and Minnesota with J. C. Fremont, then a lieutenant in the U. 8. Army, 
I in 1838 and 1839, and mapped the territory for U. S. Government. 

■ They camped for a considerable time where the city of Pierre now is. 
I Nicolette also discovered, explored and mapped that part of the Mississippi 
B river that lies above Lake Itaaka. 

rjruckoUs County, State of Nebraska. Named for S. F. Nuckolls, an early settler. 

I County seat. Nelson; was named by and for Mr. C. Nelson Wheeler, who 

I owned and laid out tbe town site. 

Bo'Bllsn Ooimty, State of Iowa. Named for the Irish patriot of 1S4S, WUIiam 

I Smith O'Brien. The county waa created in 1S51 and organized ia 1860. 

I County seat, Primghar. The site was selected and laid out by commiasioners 

■ in 1872. Many names were suggested as the name for the town, but none was 
I acceptable to all of the commissioners. It then was suggested that the 
I initials of the names of the comjaissi oners should bo taken and arranged 
I into a name. The following were the names from which the initials camo: 
B Messrs. Pumphrey, Koberts, Inman, MeCormack, Oreen, Hays, Albright and 
I Benck. These initials made P-K-I-M-G-H-A-E and this made tbe name of 
K the town site and county seat. 

rOcoatO Oonnty, State of Wisconsin. Oeonto is a Menominee Indian word mean- 
m ing "red ground" and also meaning "place of the pickerel." 

■ County seat, Oconto; named from the county. 

r Ogle Cotinty, State of Illinois. Named for Capt. Joseph Ogle, a fighter of 
Indians in the Ohio Valley. 
County seat, Oregon; waa named from the then territory of Oregon. 

' Olmsted County, State of Minnesota. Named for David Olmsted, mayor of St. 

I Paul, Minnesota, in 1S54. 

I Connty seat, Rochester; named from Rochester, New York; this waa named 

P for its senior proprietor, Col. Nathaniel Rochester. 

' Oneida County, State of Wisconsin. Named for the Oneida Indians. The word 
means in the Oneida tongue "people of tbe stone," or, "granite people." 
County seat, Rhinelander; named for F. W. Rhinelander, who waa presi- 
dent of the railroad that first reached the place. 
Ontonagon Oonnty, State of Michigan. Ontonagon is an Djlbway Indian word 
meaning "fishing place." 
County seat, Ontonagon; was named from the county. 

I Ontagamle County, State of Wiaeonsin, Named for th' Ovtagamiea or "Foi" 

I Indians or from an Indian word meaning "thosi Ihat live on the other 



e: Place Names of The Nosth Western Like 

County Beat, Appleton; which was named for Samuel Appleton of Boaton, 

Mssg , one of the foaDdera of Lawrence University, located at Appleton, 

Wis. 

OESnkee Cotmty, State of Wisconsin. Was named for the Sauk Indian word 

I meaning "yellow claj." Ozaukee is the proper name of the main Sank 

I County Beat, Port Wftshington; wae named for Qaorge Washington. (Sea 

Port Washington in the alphabetical list.) 
Falo Alto Oonnty, State of Iowa. Was named from the battle Geld of the 

Mesican war and is Spanish for "high timber." The county was estab- 
lished in 1851 and organized in 1855. 
I County spat, Emmetsburg; was named for the Irish patriot, Hobert 

L Emmet. It was laid out by Martin Coonan in 1871. 

■'VennlDgton County, State of South Dakota. Named for John L. Pennington, 
I an early governor of Dakota. 

County seat, Rapid City, which wub named on February 25, 1876, on the 

Buggestion of J. K. Brennan and W. P. Martin, by vote of a meeting of the 

early settlers who had determined to locate a town at thia point. It was, 

from the location, expected by these town builders that the town would 
I have a very rapid growth, and hence that the name proposed would be 

I appropriate. The name was taken from the stream that ran through this 

location. Its name came from the many "rapids" that were in the stream. 
Feoila Oonnty, State of lUioois. A corrupted form of an Indian tribal name 

meaning "carriers" or "packers." County seat, Peoria; was named from 

the county. 
Pierce County, State of Nebraska. Named for President Franklin Pierce. 
I County seat. Pierce; was named from the connty. 

' Platte County, State of Nebraska. Named from the Platte Kiver; that was 

named from the French plate, meaning "dull," "shallow." 

County seat, Columbns; named for Christopher Columbus. 
Plymoutli County, State of Iowa. This county was named from the Plymouth 

colony in Massachusetts. The county wa* created in 1851 and organized 

in 1SS8. 
I Connty seat, LeMars. For a full account of the way the women named 

I the town see Le Mara in the alphabetical list of the place names of the 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha railroad in thia book. 
Pocaliontas County, State of Iowa. Na.med for the Indian "Princess" of that 

name. It means "stream between two hills." The county was created 

in 1851 and organized in 1858. 

County seat, Pocahontas; named for the Virginia Indian squaw, who in 
■ history (t) goes by this name. The word is supposed to mean "stream 

I between two hills." Rolfe was the first came given this place and was 

in honor of the man who carried Pocahontas to Europe and is supposed 

to have married her there. 
Polk County, State of Iowa. Named for James K. Polk, ex-president of the 

United States. The county was established in 1846 and organized the 

County seat, Des Moines; waa named from the river. The river name 
I comes from the Indian word milbonan^, meaning "road." The French 
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:re ipelted moingona, and then Bhoiteoed it to 
I riviere det Moine*. Originally the town waa 
was platted in 1846 by A. D. Jones and made 
, 1857. At this time tie word "Fort" wai 



* 



■poke the word as if it 

fROin and called the river 

called Fort Des Moines. 

the capital of the state 

dropped from its title. 

Polk Connty, State of Nebraska. Named for ei-Preaident James K, Polk. 

CouDtj seat, Osceola; named for Osceola, the Seminole Indian chief, Tbe 
e refers to a medicinal drink used bj the Seminole Indians. 
stage County, tjtate of Wiseonsin. This cornea from a French word applied 
to a "carrying place." Befera to the passage between the Pox and Wis- 

Coonty seat, Stevens Point; Damed far the Bev. J. D. Stevens, a miuion- 

ary among the Indians of WiscoDsio. 
Pottawatomie County, State of Iowa. Named for an Indian tribe. It meani 

"makers of fire." "They had no partners in their council fires." The 

coiinty was created in 1S4T and organized in 1S4S. 

County seat. Council Bluffs. For the history of Council Bluffs see that 

name in the alphabetical list of places in this book. 
Potter Connty, State of South Dakota. Named (or Dr. A. J. Potter, a popular 

physician of the state. 

County seat, Gettysburg; named from the battlefield in Pennsylvania. 
Poweshiek County, State of Iowa. Named for Poweshiek an Indian chief. The 

word means "roused bear." The county was created 'in 18+H and organ- 
ized in 1848. County seat, Monte/unift; named for the Emperor of Mexico, 

or for hia Mexican palace "the iialls of Montezuma." The site for the 

county seat was selected by the county commissioners, who were appointed 

for that duty and it was platted and named in 1848. 
Sacine County. State of Wiaeonsin. From the French word meaning "root." 

County seat, Hacine; named from the county. The river on which Baeino 

is located is called Boot River. 
Bodwood County, State of Minnesota. The Indian name (Dakota— Sioux) for 

"the cornel," (a species of comns) a bush plentiful on Redwood Biver. 

Connty seat, Redwood Falls; named from the county name added to tho 

word "falls." 
iSock Oonnty, State of Nebraska. Named on account of its rocky soil. 

County seat, Baasett; was named for J. W. Basaett. a ranchman, who in 

1871, took the first "bunch" of cattle into the county, to teat the quality 

and fitness of the native grasses for cattle food, and who thus became 

the "father" of one of the most important industries of the state. 
Bock Comity, State of Wisconsin. Named on account of its rocky soil. 

County seat, Janesville; wns named for Henry F. Janes, who settled here 

in 1836. 
Bac County, State of Iowa. Named for the Sac Indian tribe. The word refers 

to "yellow earth." The proper word is Osatikee. The county waa created 

in 1851 and organi^sed in 1856. 

County seat, Sac City. The county seat was named from the county. 
Bank Oonnty, State of Wisconsin. This came from the name of an lodian 

tribe — the Sauk (or Sac), meaning "people at mouth of river." 



History or the Place Na mes or The Nobth Westkiw Liwe 

County seat, Baraboo; the city was named for Jean Baribaolt, a French 
Bottler. Some have eappoaed that the city was named for Captain Bara- 
beary of Morgan 'a Expedition against tbe Indians, but that supposition 
must be wrong for BaribaQlt lived here before Morgan's expedition and 
the location then was called " Baribault 'e. " 

Saunders Oonnty, State of Nebraska. Iv'amed for Gov. Alvin Saunders. 

County seat, Waboo; named from an Indian word said to mean a species of 
the elm tree. The name was first used in Georgia as the name of a village 
there, and is doubtless a Choctow Indian word. 

Beward County, State of Nebraska. Named for W. H. Seward of New York. 
County seat, Seward; named from the county. 

Shawano County, State of Wisconsin. From tbe Ojibway Indian word ah-axa-Or 
nong, meaning "of the south." 
County seat, Shawano, and was named from the county. 

Sbeboygan Oonnty, State of Wisconsin. From the Ojibway Indian word jibai- 
gan, meaning "a perforated thing" (lite a pipeatem). 

County seat, Sheboygan; named from the county. (See Sheboygan in 
the alphabetical list of place names). 

Shelby Cotinty, State of Iowa. Named for Gen. Isaac Shelby of the Revolu- 
tionary War. The county wna created in 1850 and organized in 1853. 
County scat, Harlan; waa named for United States Senator James Harlan of 
Iowa, and was made the county seat in 1859. 

Sheridan County, State of Nebraska, Named for Gen. Philip H. Sheridan. 

County seat, Bushville; so named because of the great growth of rushea 

Siouz county. State of Iowa. Named for the Dakota or Sioux Indians. 

County seat. Orange City. (Sec Orange City, page 110.) 
Sionz County, State of Nebraska. Named for the Sioux Indiana. 

County seat, Harrison; it was named for ex-Preaident Benjamin Harrison. 
Spink County, State of South Dakota. Named for S. L. Spink, a congresaman. 

County seat, Kedlield; this county seat was named to honor Joseph B. 

Bedfield, then and now one of the oldest officers of tbe Chicago and North 

Western Railway Company. 
Stanley County, State of South Dakota. Was named for Gen, D. S. Stanley 

of the United Statea Army. 

County seat, Fort Pierre; was named from an old Indian trading post or 

fort, that was owned by the Choteaua of St. Louis, Mo., and it was named 

for Pierre Choteau, Jr. (See Fort Pierre in this book for a fuller descrip- 
tion of that place). 
Stanton County, State of Nebraska. Named for Edwin M. Stanton, the great 

war secretary of the War of the Rebellion. 

County seat, Stanton; named from tbe county. 
Stark Oonnty, State of Illinois. Named for Gen. John Stark of the American 

B evolution. 

County seat, Toulon; named from a postofBee in Tennessee, and that was 

named from the French city. 
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1 Bteel of Minneapolis, 
' ' straight 



il OotmtT, State of MinneBota. Named for Fraoklia 

a "towa-Bite boomer." 

County Beat, Owatonntt; thia is from an Indian word maan 

river.'' (See OvrBtonna in alphabetical Hst in tbia book). 

BtepbenHon Connty, State of Illinoig. Named for Col. Benjamia StepheoBon of 
the War of 1812. 

Uoiinty Beat, Preeport; This name was first applied by his wife to the 
borne of William Baker, an early settler, because of bis unbounded and 
continuous hospitality. The name elung to the settlement and became the 
name of the city. 

Mory Comity, State of Iowa. Named for Joseph Story, the great judge of the 
United States Supreme Court. The connty was created in 1846 and organ- 
ized in 1853. 

County seat, Nevada; named by the county commission ers, for tbe state 
of Nevada. It was platted in 1853. 
ma Oonaty, State of Iowa. Tbe name is an elision of the Indian word 
Tai-mdh-a and means "loTely," "beautiful," "pleaanat." It is supposed 
tbat Tai-mah-a was the wife of a Fox Indian chief. Another version is 
that Tai-mah-a was tbe name of tbe chief and not of his wife, and that 
the word meant "bear whose voice makes the rocks tremble." The county 
was created in 1843 and organized in 1852. 

County seat, Toledo. The site was selected as county seat by Commiasion- 
era J. M. rerguson and B. B. Ogden. They named the site from Toledo, 
Ohio, and that was named from the city in Spain. (See Tama in aipha- 
betical list of placeB)_ 
uyei Connty, State of Nebraska. Named for Qov. Joha M. Thayer of 
Nebraaka. 

Ceimty seat, Hebron; named from the ancient place in Palestine, Asia. 
" Trempelean County, State of WiseoneiB. Named from an island in tbe Mis- 
siasippi Eiver. Its name came from tbe French La montagne que trevipe a 
I'eaii, meaning "mountain tliat stands in tbe water." 

County seat, Whitehall; this name "was given it by B. P. Wing the original 
owner of the town site, from Whitehall, HI,, and that was named from 
Whitehall, N. T. 
mer Connty, State of South Dakota. Named for J. W. Turner, a Dakota 
legislator. 
County seat, Parker; named for the wife of a railroad civil engineer. 

Union Connty, State of South Dakota. Named for tbe expression of the senti- . 
ment that should actuate all the people of tbe United States. 
County seat, Elk Point. Was so named on account of tbe presence there 
□f elk when tbe place was first settled. It was also the Indian name for 
the point of timber that stood at the bend of tbe river where the village 
now is. It was in common use in 1842, as Audubon in tbe account of his 
travels says: "We camped at Elk Point," 

VUas Oonnty, State of Wisconsin. Named for United States Senator from 
Wisconsin and Postmaster General William F. Vilas. 

Connty seat. Eagle Eiver; named from the river, and the river was named 
for the translation of the Indian word mi-gis-i-ivis-i-ii, meaning "eagle." 






I, N. J. 



Wftbasha Cktunty, State of Minnesota. Named for the Dttkota -Sioux Indian 

chief Wapa^hav!, which means "red leaf," or "red cap" or "red flag." 

Conntj Beat. Wabasha; named from tbe countj. 
t Walworth Comity, State of Wisconsin. Named for Chancellor R. H. Walworth 

of New York. 

Count; seat, Elkhorn; was named from the Elkhom prairie and this waa 

named fay Samuel F. Fhoenis in 1838 on finding an elk's hoia upon ■ 

tree there. 
WeBecSr County, State of Minnesota. Named from the Sioux Indiai 

Wash-ecka, meaning "land of plenty," "good hunting ground," 

earth" and "red paint." 

County seat, Waseca; named from the county. 
WaEhlngton County, State of Nebraska. Named for Gen. George Washin 

County seat, Blair; which waa named for John I. Blair of Blairj 
Washington County, State of Wisconsin. Named for Gen. George Washington. 

County seat, West Bend; named from the bend in the Milwaukee Biver 

Watonwan County, State of Minnesota. A Dakota (Sioux) Indian word mean- 
ing "fish bait" or "where there are plenty fiah." 
County seat, St. James; named for James Purington, the first settler. 
WankeBha County, State of Wisconsin. From an Algonquin Indian word Wavk- 
Uha, meaning "fos." 

County seat, Waukesha; was named from the county. 
Waupaca County, State of Wisconsin. "Was named from the Menominee Indian 
word meaning "pale water." 
County seat, Waupaca; named from the county. 
Waushara County, State of Wisconsin. Named from the Indian word meaning 
"good land," County seat, Wautoma. This word was made hy adding 
two syllables of Indian words together, viz: Wau from Waiigk and Toma 
from Tomah, and the two are supposed to mean "good earth" or "good 
life." Tomah was the name of an Indian chief. 
Webster County, State of Iowa. Named for Daniel Webster of Massachusetts. 
The county waa established and organized in 1853. It was once called Ham- 
ilton for Alexander Hamilton, the American statesman. 

County seat, Fort Dodge. This was named for the old United States mili- 
tary post that was here and that was named for United States Senator 
Dodge of Wisconain. The town waa laid out by Maj. W. Willinms in 1854 
and was named by him. 
Whiteside County, State of Illinois. Was named for Capt. Samuel Whiteside 
of the War of 1812 and the Blaekhawk War. 

County seat, Morrison; was named for Charles Morrison of New York City. 
WinneliaEO County, State of Illinois, Named for tbe Winnebago tribe of 
Indians. It means "the stinking people" or "tbe people of tbe stinking 
waters. ' ' 

County seat, Kockford. It was named because of its location at the rocky 
ford of the Rock River. 
Winnebago County, State of Iowa. Named for the tribe of Indians. It means 
"the people of the stinking watera" or "the stinking people." The 
county was established in 1851 but was not organized until 1B57. 
County seat, Forest City; was named because of tbe forest that covered it» 



History of the Place Names op The North Western Line 38 

site when located. The town was laid out by Judge Bobert Clark in 1856 
and was made the county seat in 1858. 

Winnebago Ck>iinty, State of Wisconsin. Named for the Winnebago tribe of 
Indians. It means "the people of the stinking waters." 
County seat, Oshkosh; named for Oshkosh, an Indian chief. His name was 
said to mean **nail'* or **claw." 

Winona Oonnty, State of Minnesota. A Sioux Indian word meaning ' ' first bom 
daughter." County seat, Winona; named from the county. 

Wood County, State of Wisconsin. Named for Joseph Wood, a member of the 
Wisconsin legislature. 
County seat, Grand Bapids; named from the rapids in the Wisconsin Biver. 

Woodbury County, State of Iowa. Named for Levi Woodbury of New Hamp- 
shire. The county was created under the name of Wan-kan in 1851. It was 
changed to Woodbury in 1853. 

County seat, Sioux City; named for the Dakota or Sioux Indians. The 
French in 1785, called the tribe "LaSues," while Capt. George Crogan at 
the same time called them "La Suil." (For origin of this name see Sioux 
City and Sioux Bapids in another place in this book.) The town was 
platted in 1854 and made the county seat in 1855. 

Worth County, State of Iowa. Named for Gen. W. J. Worth of Mexican war 
fame. The county was created in 1851 and organized in 1851. 
County seat, Northwood; G. O. Mellem, the first white man that settled in 
this county, built his house on the present site of Northwood. When the 
town was started on his claim, the original town was called Gulbrand. South 
of the town was a grove of timber which the people called <'Th^ South 
Woods." North of the town was another grove of timber called by the 
people * * The North Woods. ' ' The first postmaster that was appointed lived 
near the North Grove and therefore the post office was called Northwood. 
This postmaster kept the post office in the house where he lived, but the 
second postmaster lived in th& original town of Gulbrand, and the post 
office was moved to that place. The name of the post office was never 
changed but the town has been called Northwood since that time. 

Wright County, State of Iowa. Named for Hon. Joseph A. Wright, governor 
of Indiana, and Silas Wright a statesman of New York. The county was 
established in 1851. 

County seat. Clarion; its first name was Grant, but in 1870, it was, by 
vote of the board of county commissioners changed for the present name. 
The reason for the change is now forgotten and lost. The original town 
was platted in 1856. 

Yankton County, State of South Dakota. A corruption of the Sioux Indian 
name IhanJctonwan, meaning "the end village." 
County seat, Yankton; named from the county. 

Yellow Medicine County, State of Minnesota. A translation of the Sioux Indian 
name for the river. It referred to the menispernum canadenses ('*moon 
seed") plant that abounds on the river banks. The plant was used as a 
medicine by the Indians. 

County seat. Granite Falls; named because of the presence of great masses 
of granite rock there. 

York County, State of Nebraska. Named for the family of an early settler in 
the county. County seat, York; named from the county. 
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Aberdeen, Brown County, South Dakota, was named from the city of Aberdeen, 
Scotland, bj Alexander Mitchell of Milwaukee, Wis. 

Atie, Butler Connty, Nebraska, waa platted by the "Pioneer Townsite company 
in 1SS7 and named for Mtb. Abbie Stevens, a. pioneer merchant near that 
place. For a now unknown reason one of the "b's" in the name waa 
dropped and the present spelling was adopted. 

AblemauB, Sauk County, Wisconsin, was named for Col. S. V. B. Ableman who 
settled here in 1851. At an early day the place was called Ableman 'b Mills 
from a flour mill there owned by Col. Ableman; then the name was changed 
to Rock Springs from springs running out from rooks in the river bank, 
but finalJy the present name was definitely fixed to the place. 
I^Iton, Hock County, WiscotiBin, waa named in 1857-1358 by Eobert Harris, the 
then Superintendent of the Beloit and Madison railroad, from the name 
in Eobert Burns' aong "Plow gently sweet Afton among thy green braea. " 
The name of the place until changed by Mr. Harris was Middleton. 
I Alnsworth, Brown County, Nebraska, -was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
company in 1883, and named for J. E. Ainsworth, the Chief Engineer for 
twenty years of the Sioai City and Pacific and the Fremont, Eikhorn and 
Missouri Valley Bail roads. 

AJax, Pennington Connty, South Dakota, was named for a Greek hero in Ho- 
mer's Illiad. 

Akion, Peoria County, Illinois, was named from Akron, Ohio, whence many of 
the nearby settlers bad emigrated. The Greek word, Aicron, from which 
the Ohio city was named, means "summit" or "peak." 

Albion, Boone County, Nebraska. This town was named from Albion, Mich. 
That place was named from a place in Maine, and that from an aueiant 
name for England, 

■ NOTE — The Pioneer Town Site Co., the Western Town Lot Co., and the 
Wiaconain Town Lot Co., that are named in connection with the platting or 
eatablishing of the certain towns that are mentioned in this history were com- 
panies that were incorporated in the interest of the Chicago and North Western 
Bailway company for the purpose of securing the land needed for town sites, 
and the subdividing and platting it and placing the town lots on the market at 
, reasonable rates, so that the settlers shauld not be at the mercy of the town lot 
■peculators and be obliged to pay extortionate prices as usually is the case 
I where ha is allowed to control. All of the proceeds secured from the sale of the 
V' Joti belonged to and reached the treasury of the railroad company. 
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Alcester, Union County, South Dakota, was named for Col. Aloeater of the Brit- 
inb Army, who about tbe time this station wbh establialied, had made 
a very heroic fight in a battle in Egypt. It was platted by the Western 
Town Lot company in 1S83. 

Alden, UcHenry County, Illinoii, was named by Frank Weilgewood, an early 
settler, for John Alden of early Plymouth Colony (MaasachuBettB} hirtory. 

Alden, Hardin County, lona, waa named for John Alileu who was a governor 
and magistrate for more than fifty ;eara of the Plymouth Colony, the site 
of the earliest Pilgrim settlements in what dow is Massachusetts. He die<i 
I in 1687, aged BS years. He was noted for having proposed the marriage of 

I Milea Standish to a pilgrim lady who replied, "Prithee John, why do you 

not speak for yourself." Thereupon he did speak for himself and marrieil 
the lady. liongfoUow made it the subject of a poem. 

Aider, Aahland County, Wisconsin, waa so named because of the growth of 
"black (hoary) alder" {Alnus incana) that abounds in this locality. 

Alecto, Delta County, Michigan. The name came from heathen mythology and 
waa adopted for the name of the tovrn as it was an easy word to speak and 
to use in telegraphing. 

AJgona, KoBButh County, Iowa, was named by the wife of Judge A. C. Call. 
The original name was Call's Grove, for Judge Call, who located here in 
1854. The town was platted in 1858 by Judge Call and J. W, Moore. The 
name Algona is Algonquin Indian and meant "Algonquin waters," or the 
waters (lakes, streams, etc., etc.) that belong to the Algonquin Indians. 
Algoma has the same meaning. 

Algonqntn, McHenry County, Illinois, waa named by John B. Turner for the 
Indian family of that name. There is a tradition that Samuel Edward\ 
an early settler, suggested the name to Mr. Turner and claimed that it was 
the name of a ship in which he had sailed. 

AllenviUe, Winnebago County, Wisconsin, was named by and for Timothy Allen, 
who owned the land on which the railroad depot waa established. 



E. P. Allis, the founder 
for many years the haad 



1 Milwaukee. 

as named, by Elison Doolittle 



AIUb, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, 
of the corporation that started tl 
of a large manufacturing conceru 

Almond, Portage County, Wisconsin, 
from a town in New York State. 

Almont, Clinton County Iowa, waa named by Isaac B, Howe, once Chief En- 
gineer of the Iowa Midland Railroad, for Gen. Almonte of Mexico. The 
final " e" was dropped for euphony. 

Almoia, Kane County, Illinois, was named from a European city. 

Altamont, Deuel County, South Dakota, was named by the surveyor who laid 
out the town site, because of the billy country surrounding it. It was 
platted by the Western Town Lot Company in 1880. 

Alton, Sioux County, Iowa. Originally East Orange; but in 188S the citizena 
changed the name to Alton, after the city of that name in Illinois and Alton 
in Now Hampshire, both these getting the name from Alton, a town in Eng- 
land. The "Orange" names were given for William the Silent, Count of 
Nassau and Prince of Orange, to honor the many Hollanders who are settled 
this c 
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Uftsft, Iron Couat;, MichigHo. The nKme was Buggeated bj Pickands, Uathsr 
& Co., of Cleveland, Ohio, in honor of Amasa Stone of that city. 
I Amber, Jones County, Iowa. The original name was "Blue Cut," but this was 
changed to Amber in 137S by J. G. Bamsay, for a prominent character hs 
found iu a novel published in the New York Tribune about the time that 
the town was named. 

lOT, Story County, Iowa, was named for Oakes Ames of MaasachusattB, by 
John I. Blair, on account of his aid in the building of railroads in tho 
West; the town was laid out in 1865. 
lAmiret, Lyon County, Minnesota, was named for the wife of U. L. Sykes, who 
for more than a generation was Vice President of the Chicago and North 
Western Railway company. The town site was taken under contract by 
the Winoaa and St. Peter Railroad company in 18T5. The original name 
of the town waa Saratoga, from the city of that name in New York State. 

lamosa, Jones County, Iowa, is a corruption of a. Sauk Indian name that is 
generally applied to females. It also refers to a litter of puppies or foxes 
with eyes not yet open. A modern legend claimed that the word meant 
"White Fawn" and was the name of an Indian girl who lived at this 
place in 1S42; and that her father was named Nae-i-mus, but no evidence 
has been obtained to conGrm the story. E. M. Haines in his "American 
Indians" says the word moans "You walk with me." The town was laid 
.3 made the county seat in 1847. 



B named for John Anderson, who 



med for William Anderson, a nearby 



JB41 and was called Lexington. 
Menominee County, Michigan, 

waa located nearby, and was a dealer ii 
Anderson, Steele County, Minnesota, was n: 

land owner and farmer. 
Anderson's Mills, Grant County, Wisconsin, was named for tho owner of a mill 

that waa here when the station was established. 
Andovei, Clinton County, Iowa, was named by C. C, Wheeler, an officer of the 

Chicago and North Western Eailway company, from a town iu Vermont; 

that was named from a town in England. 
Andrews, Sioux County, Nebraska. This town waa named for J. W. Andrews, 

the engineer who located the railroad through this part of the county. 
Anlwa, Shawano County, Wisconsin. The name is a corruption of the Chippewa 

Indian word an-i-wi, meaning "those," a prefia signifying reciprocity. 
Ankeney, Polk County, Iowa, was named by and for J. F. Ankeney, the original 

owner of the town site. 
Anoka, Boyd County, Nebraska, wi 

an Indian word meaning "on 

on both sides of Kum Hivcr. 

Pioneer Town Site oompany in 
Anston, Brown County, Wisconsin, 
Antlgo, Langlade County, Wi 



in Minnesota being 
) laid out by the 



is named from a place 
both aidesi" the towi 
The Nebraska town y 
1902. 

was named for a family of the vicinity. 
The name is taken from the Indian word 
e-qvee-antigo-sehi. Antigo here meaning "evergreen," or "water run- 
ning under evergreens," or "whore evergreeoa can always be found." 
' Antolne, Dickinson County, Michigan, was named from the adjacent lake, which 
was named for Antoina Le Beau an early French-Indian hunter and trapper 
who lived on the lake shore. 



Appleby, Codington County, South Dakota. Named for the inventor ol tlio 
Apptcbj twine binder in Teeognition of the valne his machine had been and 
would be to the farmers of Dakota. Thia town waa platted by the Wes- 
tern Town Lot company in 1884. 

Appleton, Outngamie County, Wisconsin. The station was named from the city 
of Appleton which was nam^ for Samuel Appleton of Boston, who was in- 
Btnunental in endowing the Lawrence University that is located in Ap- 
pleton. 

Appleton Junction, Outagamie County, WiscouBin, was named from the city of 
AppiotoD because of its nearness to that place. 

Appleton Mine, Dickinson County, Michigan, was named from a nearby iron 
mine and that waa named for a prominent Boston, Mass., family. 

Atabia, Cherry County, Nebraska, was named by Henry V. Ferguson, of Cedar 
Bapids, Iowa, from Arabia in Asia, as he fancied the soil around tbia 
place resembled the "deaert sands of Arabia." This assumption proved 
to be wrong aa the soil was found to be very rich and productive. 

Aiapaboe, Fremont County, Wyoming. The Btation site was located by the 
railroad company and was named from a nearby Arapahoe Indian rea- 
eryation. The name is that of a noted Indian tribe and signjfiea " tradera." 
The Arapahoea are a remarkable tribe of Indians. They call themselves 
flenaunauanauQM, the chosen people. They worship God under the name 
EejauneoinithaTi, "the Stranger on High." Their religion, past his- 
tory, and traditions have been preserved, handed down orally, by a secret 
order of elders among them called Jenajehenane, who are initiated with 
fasting and prayer. Their tradition of the Creator and the Deluge is 
something similar to the Bible story. They believe in the reaurrection of 
the body at the last day and life everlasting in "Our Home." Many of 
their sacrificial ceremonies and sacred rites resemble those of the Is- 
raelites. 

At1>or, Lancaster County, Nebraska, waa named from "Arbor Lodge," the 
home in Nebraska City of Sterling Morton, once Secretary of Agriculture, 
and a prominent citizen of Nebraska. 

AiCBdio, Carroll County, Iowa, was named from the province in ancient Greece, 
by I. N. Voiis, who was interested in the town site and for a time lived 
thereon. 

Atco, Lincoln County, Minnesota. The proper name of this town is Areola, 
and was named from the ancient city in Italy. It waa platted by the 
Western Town Lot company in 1000. The railroad station is known aa 

Atedale, Butler County, Iowa. This is merely a fanciful name made for its 

use here. It has no historical significance. 
Aigyle. Winnebago County, Illinois, nanned by John Andrew, Sen., an early 

settler from Argyleshire, Scotland. The village at one time was called 

"Kintyre" from the place in Scotland. 
Arlon, Crawford County, Iowa. Was named from the celebrated poet and 

cithra player of Lesbos of ancient Gireeh history. This is supposed to be 

one of the myth names for the Oreeian god Apollo. 
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I ArUngtoo, Kingsbury County, South. Dakota. Named from Arlington, Vir- 
r giniB. The original name of this station was "Nordland" which it woa 

I given in honor of tbo many Scandinavians who had settled in these parta 

before the station was established. The citizens who oame later induced 
L the railway company to change the name. The town was platted 

I by the Western Town Lot company in 1880. 

I Alliugton, Washington County, Nebraska. This place was originally called 
I "Bell Creek" from a nearby stream. This stream was named for the 

I family of an early settler on its banks. Finally L. B. Sheppard and other 

eitziens of the place thought the name was not euphonious enough and in- 
I duced the cbange to the present form. Its present name came from the 

[ place on the Potomac Hiver in Virginia. 

I Arlington Heights, Cook County, Illinois. This station had been called Brad- 

I ley, Elk Grove and Dunton at various periods of its existence. In 1872 

the citizens of the village induced the railway company to change the name 

of the station, and then the name of the village was made to conform to 

that of the station. 

Amistioiig, iron County, Michigan, was named for a prominent eiplorer and 

woodsman of this county, and who was a contractor in building the rail- 

I road that runs through the place. 

I Arpln, Wood County, Wisconsin, is an elision of the proper name Arpino, a 
I place in Italy. The place was named for John Arpin, a lumberman. 

I Artlmi, Ida County, Iowa. Named by the citizens for Gen. Arthur, ei-president 
I of the United States, It was platted by the Western Town Lot company 

I in 1885. 

L A s hl and, Ashland County, Wisconsin, The Indian name for the place was 
I Zham-a'V>a-mik, "the long stretched beaver." It was platted by the Mi!- 

I waukee, Lake Shore and Western Kaiiroad in 1885, and named by Martin 

I Beavor, one of the original owners, from the home of Henry Clay in Ken- 

I tucky. Before this name was adopted it was called Whittlesey, for Adolph 

I Whittlesey, its first postmaster, and then Bay City and St. Mark. This last 

I name came from the campanile of St, Mark in Venice. 

Ashton, Lee County, Illinois. The name of tUia station originally was Ogle, but 
owing to confusion arising from its being taken for Ogle County, the citi- 
zens of the village caused the name to be changed to Ashton. 
Astoria, Deuel County, South Dakota, was platted by the Western Town Lot 
company in 1000. Was named from the place in Oregon, and that was 
named by and for John Jacob Astor of New York City, who astablished a 
I trading post there in an early day. 

Athol, Spink County, South Dakota, was platted by the Western Town Lot 
company in 1881, and was named from Athol in Massachusetts; that was 
named for James Murray, Second Duke of Athol of Scotland. 
Atkinson, iron County, Michigan, This place was named for H. W. Atkinson, 
who owned a mill at this point before the railroad station was estab- 
lished. It was at one time called Staekville for John Stack of Escanaba, 
Mich. 
I AtUnson. Holt County, Nebraska, This town was platted in 1879. It was named 
for Col. John Atkinson of Detroit, Mich,, who had large landed interests 
I hereabouts. 



t Atvood, an officer of tbe 



Anbnm, Sao County, Iowa, was named from Aubnrn, Cayuga County New 
York. It wag platted by the Western Town Lot eompany in 1888. 

Audubon, Auduboa County, Iowa. Was nained for J. J. Audubon, tbe orni- 
tfaologiet and traveler. 

Antoia, ErookingB County, South Dakota. Was platted by the Weateru Town 
Lot company in ISSO, and waa nam«d by Mia. W. K. Stowc of Brookings, 
a. D., from Aurora, 111., her old home, wUcli was named from Aurora, 
N. Y., which was named from the Latin word meaning "morning," 

I Anroia, Kane County, Illinoia, was founded by Joseph G. Stolp in 1837, and 

waa named by Jamea McCarty, oae of tbe original ownera of tbe town Bite, 

from Aurora, Cayuga County, N. Y. 
AabUh, Cook County, lOinoiB, waa named by and for Henry W. Auatin, who 

ivna a targe land owner hereabouts and who was prominent in the growth 

ind nurture of tbe placo. 
Atutin Avenue, Cook County, Illinoia, was named from its location on a atreet 

of that name, which ia tbe dividing line between the city of Chicago and 

tbe village of Oak Park. 
[ Avenue, Cook Connty, Illinois. Named from the street Oak Park avenue in 

Oak Park. Its present name was adopted by tbe railroad company because 

of ita ahortness. La Valiette for a time was applied as the name of thii 

station, and was so named from a place in New Jersey, which was named 

for an old New Jersey family. 
Avondale, Cook County, Illinois. Named by Brian Philpot who platted the 

town Bite. He made the name by taking "Avon" from the river in Eng- 
. land upon which Shakespear's home was situated and to it added ths 

word "dale." 
Bagley, Menominee County, Michigan. Named by B. G. Baldwin, the then 

superintendent of the railroad, for ex-Goz. J. J. Bagley, of Michigan. 
Bkln Jimction, Kenosha County, Wisconsin. Tl 

point that is shown on the time table of the 

torica) significance. The name "Bain" waa 

Bain Wagon Company of Kenosha. 
Baldwin, Jackson County, Iowa. The original name was "Fremont." named 

for "The Pathfinder," but was by the citizens changed to Baldwin, for 

Edward Baldwin, tbe original owner of the land on which the towD wai 

established. 
Balaton, Lyon County, Minnesota, named from a lake in Hungary, Enrope. 

Platted by the Winona and St. Peter Eailroad Company in 1879. 
BaUons, Menominee County, Michigan, This plaoo was named for M. H, 

Balloua, who had charge of a mill for making barrel stock located here 

when the station waa founded. 

on County, Michigan, Thia place was named from the Balaam Fir 
r laUameii) trees that abounded here when tbe railroad was bniJt 
b this locality. 



ae merely indicates a 
Tbe name has no his- 
from the name of ths 
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|Vft7 Siding, Delta Countj', Michigan. This name merelj* indieatea a point that 

is Bhown OD tbe time table of the road. The name has no hUtorieal Big- 

nifieancB. 

Bancroft, Kpe^uth Coanty, Iowa, was named by Judge A. C. Call, oC Algona, 

I agent of the American Emigrant ABsociation, for George Bancroft, the 

■ hiBtorian, TbiB town was platted by the Western Town Lot Company, in 
I 1881. 

■Bftncioft, Portage County, Wieconsin, nas named for George Bancroft, the 
U American historian. 

^Bangor, LaCrosse County, WiBconsin. Named by tlie early Mttlerg nt tba 
f suggestion of John Wheldon, from Bangor in Wales, many of the early 

settlers here having come from Wales. 
Baiaboo, Sauk County, Wisconsin. Named for Jean Baribault, an early 

French trapper and settler. The river of this name was by J. A. Lapham, 
_ a local historian, asserted to have beea named for a Capt. Barabeary, who 

L was alleged to have been an officer in Morgan's expedition against the 
I Indians, but there does not seem to be any real evidence to sustain hii 
P Btory, and it ie very certain the liver was named after Jean Baribaalt, 

who lived on this stream before Morgan's expedition was even thought of. 
Barclay, Ontonagon County, Michigan, was named for John Barclay, an old 

settler. 
. Bark Elver, Delta County, Michigan. Named from the river on which it ii 
L sitnated. That was named by the engineers who located the railroad along 
m its course from the fact that when they first saw it, it was full of float- 
r ing bark. At one time the place svas called "Barkville. " 

Baxnereld, Iowa County, Wisconsin. Named for John of Barneveld. one of the 

heroes of the wars between the Netherlands and Spain, and whose life 

and times are made the basis of a history by Motley, the American his- 
I torian. His proper name was Oldenbarneveld, but it has passed into 

■ history in the shortened foTui. As advocate, president, attorney general 
m and minister of foreign affairs, for forty years, it might be said he was the 
\ whole republic and the teat founder of the commonwealth. While William 



of Orange was tbe founder of 

nent and respected. 
B^irtngton, Cook County, lUinois. 

located ; that was named by ai 
|.BaTtel, Ozaukee County, Wisconsii 

farmer and early settler here. 
ftBaiton, Washington County, Wi 

the original owner of the 

called Salisbury's Mills; i 

1853 its present name beca: 



its independei 



B Barneveld made 






Named from the township in which it is 
early settler from Great Barrington, Mass. 
. "Was named for John Battel, a nearby 



Named by and for Barton Salishury, 
-n site. At one time (1847) the place was 
at another time (1848) Newark, but in 
fixed and hss so since remained. 



^B'Bsett, Rock County, Nebraska, was named for 
who in 1871 took into the country the first "I 
quality and fitness of the native grasses for 
became tbe founder of one of the most imports 
Baisetts, Kenosha County, WiacoDBJ 
original owner of tbe town site. 



. W. Bassett, a ranchman, 



of the state. 
Bassett, the 



Baaiwood, Iron Countj, Michigan. The name of this station was Buggeated bj 
the "BasBviaod" (riltn Am^ieana) or "Linden" that grevr around the 
place. At one time the place wa^ called "Hemlock" from the tree of 
that name. 

BMavla, Kane Count;-, lUinoia. Named from the city of that name in New 
York State. The earlier name was "Big Wood" and wub given it hj 
Chriatopher Payne, who in 1838, built the first cabin here. The name 
Batavia came from the Batavjan republic which was applied to Holland 
by the French after its conquest in 1795. 

Battle Cieek, Ida County, Iowa. Named from an adjacent stream, wbieli 
derived its name from the fact that a battle had been fought by Imfiana 
on its banks near this station site. 
I Battle Creek, Madison County, Nebraska, was named from a nearby strBam 
on which a battle was fought by Nebraska volunteer militiamen under 
Gen. John M. Thayer with the Pitwnee Indiana. The town was laid out 
by the Pioneer Town Site Company in 1884. 

Bay View, Milwaukee County, Wisconain, was named because of its location 
on the Bay of Milwaukee, Wisconain, and because of the fine view up ths 
lake that is bad from this location. 

Beacb, bake County, Illinois, was originally called Benton from the township, 
and that was named for Senator Thomas H. Benton of Missouri. The 
present name was given on account of the location on the shore (beach) 
of Lake Michigan. 

Beaman, Grundy County, Iowa. Named by and for H. H. Beaman, the original 
owner of the town site. It waa once called Wa-di-loupe, and this waa 
supposed to mean "forks of the Wolf" Eivor, on which it is located. 

Bear Oieek, Outagamie County, Wisconain. Was named from the nearby stream. 
The stream was named by early settlers thereon, who found many beaca 

Bear Trap, Ashland County, Wisconsin. Was named by an early settler because 
he had caught in a trap a black bear at this point soma time before the 
town was located. 

Beaver. Boone County, Iowa. There is doubt as to the origin of this name, 
one story being to the effect that it waa named for a citiieo of Cedar 
BnpidB, Iowa; and the other, that it was named for an adjacent stream 
on which beavers (Castor Canadensis) were found as late aa 1856. This 
last is probably the true story of the name. 

Beaver, Delta County, Michigan. Named from the many lieavers (Castor 
CauDdensis) dams that were found nearby whea the station was estab- 
lished. 

Beaver Oroasliig, Seward County, Nebraska. Was platted by the Pioneer Town 
Cite Company in 1887. The overland trail from Fort Leavenworth, 
joining the Platte River trail near hero, crossed Beaver Creek at the ford 
near this place, and the town took ita name from that crossing place. 

Bee, Seward County, Nebraska. The political township in which this town 
is located is "B" township. This name was adopted for the town 
by adding two " es " to the " B " so as to make a name that 
would be understood. It waa laid out by the Pioneer Town Site Company 
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r Bwcbmod, Iron County, Michigan. The name for this place was auggMted 
by many Beech trees {Fagua femigan\a) that are found in this locality, 
emei, Cumiog County, Nebraska. Wmb named by and for Albert Beemer, 
Bt one time sheriff of Cuming County and afterwords a state ofGcial at Lin- 
coln. He laid out and owned the town site. In early days the plaee was 



called "Bock Creek," because it was located o 
The creek was so named because its bottom was cover 
was very uBUBoal in streama in this part of the state, 

I Belgium, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, waa named becani 
around it had emigrated from Belgium, in Europe. 

f, Sella Tourcbe, Butte County, South Dakota. Named fro: 
the Cheyenne Kiver, which was by the early t'rei 
"BeOe Fourche" (beautiful fork). The town m 
Fioneei Town Site Company in 1S90. In 1SS4 the 



:alled "DeMores" from the French Marquia DeMores, v 



d with rocks, which 

} the early settlers 

1 the north fork of 
i;h exjilorera called 
IB platted by the 
igiual village i 









[ Belle Flalae, Bei; 
ful plai 



on County, Iowa, na.med from the French, meaning "beaoti- 
id waa indicative of the beautiful and extensive plain that 



I of the town w 
Was named from the Frencl 
cHtive of its surroundings i 



n, waa named from the French word mean- 
B believed to be indicative of the locality. 
Ita names previous to 1837 were "Turtle 
In 1S37 the citizens gave it its present 
oit by a committee who 

I by Samuel P, Doty, the first 



surrounded the place when the locat 

I Belle Flsine, Shawano Couuty, Wis' 
lug "beautiful plain," and w 
waa so named. 

r Bellevae, Brown County, Wisconsi 
"beautiful view," and wb 

I Beloit, Eock County, Wiacoosin. 
Creek" and "New Albany." 
Dame. The name was coined from t 
was asked to select a name for tl 
Belvldere, Boone County, Illinnis, v 

white Bottler, who claimed that he named it at the suggestion of Mark 
Beaubien, an early French settlor of Chicago, who fancied the country 
around it resembled Belvidere near Weimar in Saxe-Ootha, Germany, There 
is a Belvidere in New Jeraey, New York, North Carolina and Vermont re- 
spectively and a Belvedere ia Italy and it alleged that all of them were 
named directly or indirectly from the place in Germany. 

LSenld. Macoupin County, lUinoia. This towu waa eatablished in 1903 and 
named for Benjamin L. Dorsoy, the founder of the Doraey family of thi* 
county. The name ia made up ot the ayloble "Ben" from Mr. Doraey 'a 
given name, and the initials "ti" and "D", which were also taken from 
Mr. Doraey 'a name, 
Bennington, Douglas County, Nebraaka, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 1887, and named for Bennington in Vermont, which was 
named for Gov, Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire, 

I Benton, La Fayette County, Wisconsin. Named for United States Senator 
Thomas H. Benton ("Old bullion-"), of Miasouri. 

I'Bensford, Union County, South Dakota. Named for Admiral (Lord) Charles 
Beresford of England. It waa laid out by the Western Town Lot Com- 



pany 



1 1883. 



I th 

L 
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Beme, Crawford County, Iowa, was named and platted by the Weatern Town 
Lot Compaoy in 1899, and named from the city and canton, in Switzerland. 

BeiryvUle, Kenosha County, Wisconsin. Around thia place are many large 
fruit farms on which many strawberries, raspberries, gooseberries and 
blackberries are grown. Tbe place was named from thia fact. 

Bertram, Linn County, Iowa. Kained for Capt. Jobn Bertram of Uassachusetta, 
who asBiHted in building tbe first railroad that ran throngb Linn County,' 

Gogebic County, Michigan, was oamed by Mr. F. W. Rbinelander,* 
from the nearby mine. TJiat was named for Henry Besaemer, the English 
inventor of the procesB for the reduction of iron that bears bis name. The 
town was platted by the Milwaukee, Lake Shore and Western Kailroad 
Company in 1884. The first iron ore that was discovered in the Gogebic 
range was found at this place and in what ia now known as tbe "Colby 
MHne." 

IBsverly, Linn County, Iowa, was named from Beverly, Mass., which wai 
derived from Beverly in Yorkshire, England. 

Big Muddy, Converse County, Wyoming, was named from a nearby stream. 
That waa translated from the name given it by the early French traders — 
Grande riviere vatease — ^" Great Muddy Kiver. " 

Big Bnamico, Brown County, Wisconsin. Named from the French Indian name 
given to the Big Suamieo Eiver. Tbe words meant "big sand," "yellow 
beaver," or "yellow residence place," The Indian word was o-sa-wa- 
mick'lcong. 

Bircli, Ashland County, Wisconsin, mas so named because the vicinity was 
covered with white birch {Betula puputiopolia) trees. 

Bircli Creetc, Menominee County, Michigan. Named from the river on which 
it is located. That was named from tbe fact that tbe river was densely 
ehaded by black birch (Betula lenta) trees. 

Birntunwood, Bhawno County, Wisconsio, was named from Birnaiowood, men- 
tioned by Shakespeare in bis play '"Macbeth." 

Black Hawk, Meade County, South Dakota, was named from a nearby stream, 
and that was named for the Sac and Fox Indian chief, Ma-ka-tai-me-shep, 
kia-kiale, or "Black Hawk," who died on the Dee Moines River in 
Iowa, October 1, 1838, about sii years after his final defeat in the cele- 
brated " Black Hawk war. " The town was platted in 1887. 

Black Tall, Lawrence County, South Dakota. The place was named because 
of the many black tailed deer (Artms Leivigii) found in the gulch in an 
early day. The station was once named Gayville for Mr. William (Bill) 
Gay, a noted character in the early days of the Black Hills. 

BWr, Washington Coanty, Nebraska, was named for John L Blair, of Blaira- 
town, N. J., who was largely instrumental in building the first railroad 
that passed throuKh this place. 



Note.— For many years Mr. Khinelander was the president of the then 
Milwaukee, Lake Shore and Western Railroad Company, and as such 
named rasny of the stations that were established while the road was 
□nder construe tion. 
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Blailstown, Benton County, lona. Named for John I. Blair, of Blairstoifn, 

N. J., who was president of the Blair Town Liot and Land Company that 

platted the town Bite. 
Blemeis, Gogebic Coiint}', Micbigan, was named for Uustave Blemers, a road- 

mastsr of the first railroad that reached this place. 
incoe, MonoDB County, Iowa, was named from a pluse in Canada, whence 

a former settler near this place hnd emigrated. 
Xlodgett, Cook County, Illinois, was named for Judge Henry W. Blodgett, a 

noted judge of the Uoited States courts, and once the general counsel of 

tile Chicago and Milwankce Railroad, 
Bine Eutli City, Fairbault County, Minnesota. The town was laid out by 

H. P. Carstans and J. B, Wakefield, and was named from the Blue Earth 

Biver; the river was so named because of the bluish hue of the earth on 

its banks due to the presence of copper. 
BIiM Monnd^ Dane County, Wisconsin. Named by the early French mtssion- 
from three nearby high mounds and on aceoiiot of the bluisb appear 
of these mounds when seen from a distance. 
BIuS Siding, Buffalo County, Wisconsin, was named from the precipitous rocky 

bluffs" at this point. 
muit, Hughes County, South Dakota, was named for John E. Blunt, who wai 

chief engineer of the Chicago aad North Western Railway when the 

station was established. Hr. Blunt was also an officer of the Galena and 

Chicago Union Railroad at a very early day. 
lolton, Vilas County, Wisconsin, was named from Bolton in Massachusetts, 

which was named for Charles Powlet, third dake of Bolton, of England. 
Bonesteel, Gregory County, South Dakota, was named for H. E. Booesteel of 

the forwarding firm of Boncstecl and Turner, who freighted merebandiie 

through this part of the country before any railroad bad reached it. 
Boone, Boone County, Iowa. When the county was organized, Boonesboro, a 

mile or so north of the present city of Boone was named from the county 

and was made the county seat. When the railroad was built east and 
I west through the county, a site on the railroad was platted and wai 

called Montana, a Latin word meaning "Mountainous regions" becanse 

of the rolling character of the laud around the site. Ultimately Boones- 
I boro became a part of the city and the name Montana was dropped and the 
f municipality became Booue, which was named from the county. 
^ordeanz, Dawes County, Nebraska, was named from the stream on which it 
I is located. That was named for Pierre Bordeaux, a French trapper and 

trader on this stream, who took the name of and emigrated from Bor- 
deaux, in France. 
Botna, Shelby County, Iowa. Its early name was Rochdale. Its present name 
I is an abbreviation of Nishnabotna, the Indian name of the stream that 
I flowa through the place. It meant a "canoe making river." It was 

platted as Roehdsle by the Western Town Lot Company in 188-1, and was 
' named from a place in England. 

Washington County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 

Company in 18B6 and named for John S. Bowen, an early settler of Blair, 

Neb. 



ISowen, ^ 



History o 
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Bayer, Crawford Countj, Iowa, wf 
pany, in 1889. The place wi 
the towQ. Tbe stream was na 
PennBylvaoia, one of that ts 



r 



I laid out by the Westera Town Lot Coot- 
i named from the Btream that Qows past 
led for the Bojor family oC Berka County, 
lily having been a hunter and trapper 



smongBt the Indians la tbia part of Iowa. The stream ia mentioned by 
Lewis and Clark and also by Maximilian, Prince of Weid, who explored 
this part of tba country in an early day. 

Biadgate, Humboldt CouDty, Iowa, was originally named "Willow Glen," 
this name was changed by the early settlers to Bradgata, It was platted 
by the Western Town Lot Company in 1882. The name Bradgate was 
coined for its use here. 

BTadlBb, Boone County, Nebraska, was laid out by tbe Pioneer Towa Site Com- 
pany in 1S8S, and it was named for George Bradiab, sn engineer in charge 
of track laying on tho railroad that runs through the place. 

Brainaid, Butter County, Nebraska, was named by the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company for David Brainard, a celebrated missionary to the Indians. 

Branhall, Hyde County, South Dakota, was named by W. N. Brayton, the 
original owner of the ttiyta site. The name was made for the place. 

Brampton, Delta County, Mirbigan. This station was named from a city in 
England. Its first name was Day's River, and was named for a nearby 
river that was named for John Day, an explorer, trapper and hunter. 

Branch, Manitowoc County, Wisconsio, was named from the nearby river. At 
one time the village was called Zaiesburg for tlie family name of an early 
settler from Germany. 

Blackwell Junction, Foreat County, Wieeonsin, was named for the owner, John 
Blackwetl, of a nearby sawmill, and from the fact that it is the janction 
of a mill road from said sawmill to the railroad. 

Bowler, Shawano County, Wisconsin, -was named for Col. J. C. Bowler, who 
owned property ia this vicinity. 

Bondael, Shawano County, Wisconsin, was named from a nearby long estab- 
lished postofficB. That was named for the first postmaster of the place. 

Box Elder, Pennington County, South Dakota, was named from the nearby 
stream. That was so named because along its banks the "Boi Elder" 
(Acer negundo} grows in great abundanee. 

Breed, Ocontn County, Wisconsin, was named by and for George M. Bread, 
who was the first postmaster of the village. 

Breda, Carroll County, Iowa, was named from Breda, in Holland, Europe, by 
P. E. Hall for Mrs. J. La Due, an early settler here, who had emigrated 
from Breda. 

Brennan, Pennington County, South Dakota, was named for John E. Breunau, 
an early settler and notable man in this part of Sooth Dakota. He settled 
there before Indian titles to the laods were adjusted and suffarGd from 
Indian depredations. He finally became United States Indian agent for 
the same Indians who had sought his scalp. 

BdcelTii, Faribault County, Minnesota, was named by and for John Brice, 
who owned and platted the town site. 

BriUIon, Calumet County, Wisconsin, is tho misspelled name of Briiion, a town 
in Pmaaia, from which it was named. 
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a nnmed by Alfred Giddings from the 
I for two btotbers, George and Lester 



) platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
r Secretaiy of the Treaaury Benjamin H. 



I Bilstol, KenoabB County, WiE< 

towuabip. That was named in 
Bristol, early settlers. 

', Boyd County, Nebraska, w 
paoy in 1902, and was named for 
Brtstow, of Preaider 

I Broadland, Beadle County, Soutb Dakota, was named by tbe owner of the 
farm adjoining the BtatioE, from the broad valluy in which the farm and 
station are located. It was laid out by the Western Town Lot Company 
in 1881. 

I Broadmooi, Stark County, Illinois, was platted in 1901 and named from tbe 
appearance of the surrounding eountry, viz., like a broad, wide "Moor," 
or meadow. It formerly was called Bradford, from the place in Penn- 
sylvania. 
ock, Nomaba County, Nebraska, wab named for Henry Brock, an early 
settler and farmer of tbie Ticinity. 

I Bronaon, Woodbnry County, Iowa, waa laid out by the Western Town Lot Com- 
pany in 1901, and was named for Ira D, Bronaon, an emigrant from Fort 
Scott, Kan. 
BrooklngB, Brookings County, South Dakota. Named by W. H. Skinner, an 
early settler for the Hon. Wilm&t W. Brookinga, an early settler and a 
judge of the Supreme Court of the territory of Dakota. It was laid out by 
the Woatern Town Lot Company in 1880. 

h BrooklTii, Green Coontj, Wisconsio, waa named by John E. Blunt, the engineer 
in charge wbo located the railroad through the place. The name of tbe 
station was from the township and that was named for the city in New 
York State. 



Biookslde, Oconto County, 

of a brook. 
Brule, llorence County, W 



B named from i 



satioQ aloi 






n, waa named from the Brule Elver that runs 
was, OD the suggestion of Lyman C. Draper, 
the founder and for a long life time, the devoted secretary of the Wia 
consin Historical Society, named to honor the memory of Etienne (Stephen, 
in English) Brale, a French explorer. It ia a, fiction to say that the rivei 
was named from a tribe of Indiana, as the Brule Sioux were never known 
in this vicinity. Their roaming grounds were and still are on the Misaouri 
River. They were named "Brule" in derision, from a large party of them 
having beon caught in a fire that was set by their eoemiea and were badly 
burned about the legs. It is also fiction to say tbat the river or any river 
in WiBconain, was named "Brale" because of the burnt timber on the 
banks, Stephen (Etienne in French) Brule was bom in Champigny, 
Franco in 1592 and came to New France (Canada), with Cbamplain in 
1608. Cbamplain deatined the boy for an explorer and interpreter and 
induced an Algonqnic Indian chief to take the boy and teach him the 
"Huron" language snii teach him tbe Indiim ways and wiles. Brule 
never wrote an account of his explorations but reported them verbally to 
Cbamplain and bis other superiors so that we have to take tbe word of 
others as to his work. It is clear tbat his first journey with the Algon- 
qnin Indians "resulted in tbe first exploration ever made west of the 
great liver of Canada (the St. Lawrence), and in the discovery of Lake 



HoTOD, ten years before the landing of the Pilgrims on Plymouth Bock." 
It was only aii years after Henry Hudson Brst saw the Hodaon Rivar 
that Stephen Brule stood on the shores of Lake Huron. He tool tfie flrtt 
iohite niOB to aee this great lalce. In one of his earliest jouraeyings he 
risited a copper mine on the oorth. ahara of Lake Huron nnd took back 
with him to Chumplain an ingot of cupper that he got from the Indians at 
the mine. It is bettered that when be made this trip to I^ake Huron he 
diteovered Lake Superior. Brule was the first white mau to ascend tha 
Ottawa Kiver, to see Lake Nipissing^ — to descend French River, and as is 
stated above, to see Lake Huron. He probably wan also the first white 
man to see the Falls of Niagara, as bo was sent there by Champlain ti> 
secure Indiau allies who had promised to help Champlain in one of hia 
Indian wars. It is certain that while on this mission he saw the falls, 
and traversed what now is Weetem New York State. This was in 1615, 
and only eight years after Jamestown, Va., was settled. He visited the 
head waters of the Susquehanna Kiver, followed it to the snlt water, and 
explored the country around Chesapeake Boy. He was with the "Huron" 
Indiana until 1618 and by Champlain 'a ordors went again to Lake Huron. 
On this trip he was accompanied by Grenoble (Grenoble of some writers). 
He visited Sault de Ste. Marie, and was the first white man to see it. 
He tialled the people (Indians) around the Sault, Sautuers or "people of 
the falls." They were the ancestors of the modern Otchipwas (misnamed 
Ojibways and now generally known as Chippewas). These two Frenchmen 
went Dp Saint Marie's River, skirted the shores of Lake Superior in their 
canoes, visited Isle Royale, on the north shore of the Lake, and went west 
at least to the mouth of the St. Louis Giver, near where the cities of 
Dulutb and Superior are located. In 1625, Brule again was with the Huron 
Indians. He discovered and visited Lake Ontario, ten years before Cartier 
bad aver heard of it, as Cartier first beard of it in 1635. Cartier, however, 
never saw the lake, nor did Champlain ever see it. Cbnmplain visited 
Lake Huron with Brule on one of his trips there, and in his report called 
it "Mer douce," "the fresh (sweet) water sea." Brule was finally killed and 
eaten by the Huron Indians. From this brief narrative it can be seen 
why Lyman C. Draper wished to perpetuate the memory of this explorer 
by attaching bis name to one of the rivers of Wisconsin. 

Brace, Brookings County, South Dakota, was named for the son of one of the 
officers of the railroad, by L. A. Kobinson, of St. Paul, It was laid out by 
M. M. Kirkman, of Chicago, and by him deeded to tto Western Towq 
Lot Company. Tbe village was originally called Lee, but that name wai 
dropped and the town and station were called Bruce. 

Bruno, Butler County, Nebraska. The name is a corruption of Brno, tbe name 
of a city in Bohemia, Europe. It was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 18S7. Enunciatioa of this name being so difiicult, the letter 
"u" was added and the present form made. Its first name was Skull 
Greek, 

Bryant, Clinton County, Iowa, was named by Isaac Howe, a railroad civil 
engineer, for William Cullen Bryant, the poet, and the editor of The 
Evening Post of New York City. 
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: Eryant, Langlade County, Wiaconain, was nampd fur Sherburn M, Bryant, of 
Milwaukee, the owner of moat of the farm land in the vicinity, and who 
was also a large owner of timber in tbia locality. 

1 Bnds, Bureau Couuty, Uliuoia, was named for Buda, iu Austria, Europe. 

I Backbee, Waupaca County, Wiaconsia, was aamed for Col. J, E. Buckbee, lats 

r of the Sixth Michigan regiment, United States volunteers, 

I Buddngtiam, Tama County, Iowa, was named from the county in Virginia 
and that was named from Bucking ham ah ire, in England, which gave its 
name to the many Dukes of Buckingham of English history. 

I Bnckniira, Natrona County, Wyoming, Was named on December 27, 1907, for 
C. K. Bucknum, a member of the Wyoming legislature and a large caneh 

I owner, near the station, by Frank Walters, manager of the railroad. 

I SvU Oieek, Pennington County, South Dakota, was named from the nearby 

I Bull Creek, which is a branch of the south fork of the Cheyenne river. 

' The creek was named by trappers who found a buffalo bull "stalled" in 

the creek where it had been driven by its fellows. 
Buffalo Gap, Custer County, South Dakota, was named from a nearby "gap" 
in the "hills" through which the Buffalo fork of the Cheyenne Kiver cama 
out of the hills. It was laid out by the Pioneer Town Site Company in 
1885. In a recent day this "Buffalo fork" was frequented as "feeding 
grounds" by thousands of buffalo (_Bo» AmeTieana). This fact gave it its 

I Indian name, of which the present name ia a transliteration. 

' Buncombe, La Tayette County, Wiaconain, wag named for ' ' Buncombe ' ' Gillett, 
the owner of an ad.ioining farm, tcIio was a prominent local politician when 
tlie station and town were established. 
Bnicturd, Lyon County, Minnesota, was formerly called Redwood and Shel- 
burn, but was finally named, in 1S36, for the Hon. H. M. Burchard, an early 
land agent of the railroad company at Marshall, Minn, The town was 
laid out by the Winona and St. Peter Bailroad Company in 1S36. 
Biuice's Siding, Fall Eiver County, South Dakota, was named for John L. 
Burke, then a nearby settler and stone quarry man and now (1907) 
register of the United States land office in Rapid City, South Dakota. 
Bnrnett Junction, Dodge County, Wisconsin, waa named from the township, 
which waa named for Ellsworth Burnett, a member of a United States 
surveying party, who was shot in 1636 by Indians on Bock River, near the 
present site of Horieon, Wisconsin. 
Bai^e, Gregory County, Sooth Dakota, was named for Congressman C. H. 

Burke, of Pierre, Hughes County, S. D. 
Bmkmere, Faulk County, South Dakota, was named for John M. Burke, n 
director of the Chicago and North Western Railway Company. It was laid 
out by the Western Town Lot Company in 1886. The name is made up 
of Burke and mere. The last part of the word is used for euphony only. 
Bninslde, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, was named for Gen. A. E. Bnrnaide, of 

Rhode Island, of the War of the Rebellion. 
Bnn, Yellow Medicine County, Minn'esots. The town waa platted under ths 
name of Stanley by the Winona and St. Petet Railroad Company in 1886. 
The present name was givea it for Burr Anderson, an early settler. 
Burt, Kossuth County, Iowa, was named for Horace G. Burt, onee chief engineer 
of the Chicago and North Western Railway Company. It was platted by 
the Western Town Lot Company in 1881. 
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Butterfleld, Watoimaa Count?, Minnefiata, waa named hy and for Wiltiani 

Butterfieid, the owner of tlie town Bite and its first settler. 
BllztOR, Monroe County, Iowa, waa named for John E. BnxtOQ, for many 

years manager of eitenaive coal tnineB here, 
Byioo, Olmsted Countif, Minnesota, was named at the suggestion of Q. W. 

VanDueen, an earJy grain buyer, for his old home. Port Byron, in New 

York State. The place was once named Bear Grove, from the fact that 

in early days many bears were found nearby, 
Oadama, Nuckolls County, Nehraslis, waa platted by the Pioneer Town Site 

Compajiy in ISOI. It waa najnsd for C. Adams, a banker of Superior, Neb, 

The, initial "C." of his given name was added to bis family name. 
Oalamns, Clinton County, Iowa, waa named by 8. E. Walker from a nearby 

" Calami! 8 slough" in which a large quantity of Acorus-ealamua (sweet 

flag) grew long before and also when the station was established. 
OaledDola, Boone Coonty, liliuois, was named by John Ralston, the original 

owner of the town site, from Cjtledonia one of the poetical names of 

Scotland. 

■JedoQfa Mine, Iron County, WiKconsin, was named from a nearby iron ore 
ie mine was named for Caledonia, one of the poetical names of 

Scotland. 
Calhonn, Waukesha County, 'Wisconsin, was named for George E. Calhoun, 

the owner of the farm on which the station was established. 
Cadoma, Natrona Cgiinty, Wyoming. Tliia name is an Indian word and means 

"to hide" or "to secrete." 
OallfoTDla Junction. Harrison County, Iowa. The first name of this place waa 

yazuo, from the Yazoo Landing on the Miaaouri Kivcr a few miles distant. 

The name was changed by John I. Blair, who expected that passengers 

going to and coming from California would be forced to change cars at 

this station. 
Gallon, Marathon Coounty, Wiaconsin, was named for Patrick Callon, the 

owner of large tracts of land in this vicinity. He lived at Wauaao, Wis- 

CalTBiy, Cook County, Illinois, w»s named from Calvary Cemetery, for which 
the station was established, and that now lies alongside the station grounds. 
The cemetery was named for the place where Christ was crucified. 

Calvary, Fond du lac County, Wisconsin, was named by F. M. Barrett, a rail- 
road contractor, from the Calvary Convent located near the atation. Tha 
convent was named from the place wliere Christ was crucified. 

Cambria, Blue Earth County, Minnesota, was platted by the Western Town 
Lot Company in 1900 ; the village was named from the township and that 
was named from the ancient name of Wales. 

Camache, Clinton County, Iowa, was named for the Comanche Indian tribe. 
The spelling of the name of the town was adopted because it was thought 
it would make a more euphoneus sound than the real Indian word. 

Campbell, Delta County, Michigan, was named for Robert Campbell, a contractor 
who built a part of the Peninsula Railroad of Michigan between Escanaba 
and Negaunee. 

OaiDplieUEport, Fond du lac County, Wiseousin, was named for Stuart Campbell, 
the first settler in the place. The earliest name was New Casse! from Cassel 
in Germany. 
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BOamp Grove, Marehall County, Illinois, was plaited by the Bailnaj Company in 
1901, and was named from a large camp that existed in a nearby grove, 
when the town was platted. 
Osmp XiOgan, Lake Cjuuty, Illinois, was named for Gen. John A. Logan, of 
Illinois. 
L O&UliTi Yellow Medicine County, Minneaota, was named for Gen. E. S. B. 
Canby, of the United States Army, who was murdered by the Modoe 
Indians. The town was laid out and named by the Winona and St. Peter 
Hailroad Company in 1886. 
l-'Oaniatota, MeCook County, South Dakota, was named from a place in New York 
State; this place was named from the Indian word ca-niatae, meaning 
"board on the water." It was laid out by the Westero Town Lot Com- 
pany in 1883. 

tOanning, Hughes County. South Dakota, was nampd for George Canning, the 
British statesman and orator. 
Oanova, Winer County, Sonth Dakota, was named for Antonio Canova, the 
Italian artist (sculptor). It was platted by the "WeBtern Town Lot Com- 
pany in 1883. 

. Cspa, Stanley County, South Dakota, this town was platted by the Western 
Town Lot Company and named Russell to honor Mr. J. B. Riissell. He 
objected to this nse of his name, then the name was changed to Capa 
on the suggestion of Mr. Doane Robinson, the accomplished secretary 
of the South Dakota Historical Society, The word is Sioux Indian for 
Beaver. (Castor Canadensis.) 
Capron, Boone County, Illinois, was named for Capt. John Capron, on early 
settler of this county. The first name given the place was Eelga3on,,and 
it. was so named in derision by S, "R. Lattimer, its first postmaster. 
[ Darbondale, Menominee County, Michigan, was named from the location of char- 
coal kilns here. They made charcoal for use in iron furnaces in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. 
I OareyhurBt, Converse County, Wyoming, was named for Hon. John M. Carey, 
United States senator from Wyoming, who owned large tracts of land along 
the Platte River in this vicinity. 
I Carnarvon, Sac County, Iowa, was named by H. M. Hughes for the county and 
city of this name in Wales, from whence he emigrated. Before this name 
was given the place it was called Wall Lake Junction, owing to its rela- 
tion to Wall Lake, a noted body of water in this vicinity. 
LCaillBle, Fillmore County, Nebraska, was platted in 1901 under the name Walters 
by the Pioneer Town Site Company, but the name was changed to honor 
John G. Carlisle, secretary of the treasury under President Grover Cleve- 

^Carlton, DeKalb County, Illinois. The first name was Newtown, and was so 
named because it was a new town as compared with other places in the 
county. The present name is from Carlton, N. Y., and that place was named 
from a place in England. 

I <5artetB Siding, Forest County, Wisconsin, was namei} for John Carter, who built 
the first house in whnt is now the village. He was a carpenter and took 
bis wife and two little girls with him and settled in what was then s 
dense wilderness. 
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O&niey, Monominee Couotj, Mii^bigan, 
Marinette, WiBOonsin for Fredertn 
wftrehouee at thia point wbeu tbe vi 

Canifortli, Poweshiek County, Iowa, 



was named by Isaac S 
Carney, of Marinette, 
age was established. 
13 named from a place 
a book he happened 



one of the 
a be reading 



med fro 



the station 



aed by and for D. G. Carpenter 



oSicerB of the railroad company found in 

when he was asked to name the station. 
Camfortli Oiossing, rowoshiek County, loi 

above named. 
Caipenteisville, Kane County, Illinoia, was r 

an early settler in Kane County. 
Oarroll, Carroll County, Iowa, was named from the county, and this waa named 
* for Charles Carroll of CarroUton, Md., of Hevolutionary fame. 

OanollTiUB, Milwaukee County, Wieconein, was named by and for Patrick 

Carroll. The name of the postoffice is Otjen aod was named for Theobald 

Otjen, once a member of congress from Wisconsin. 
Carson, Iron County, Wiseoosin, was named for John B. Carson, a prominent 

railroad man of Ohio, Illinois and Indiana, and > 



¥ 



>untry around this place long before 

I named for a character— " Col. 
r work of fiction. 

B named by F. B. Ward, a town site 
s platted by the Weatern Town 



fisherman, and who penetrated the e 
any settlers lived here and before the r 

OaitersTllle, Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, v 
Carter, of Cartcrsville" — in a popular 

Carthage, Miner County, South Dakota, wa 
agent, from Carthage, N. T. The town » 
Lot Company in 1883. 

Cary, MeHenry County, Illinois, was named for W. D. Cary, the original owner 
of the site of the station grounds. 

Cascade Junction, Marquette County, Michigan, was named from the Cascade 
Iron Mining Company, that opened and operated iron mines near this 
locality. 

Casper, Natrona County, Wyoming, wna platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 1889. This town and station takes its name from Fort Caaper. 
The main overland trail going up the Platte Valley crossed to the north 
Bide of the river near thia place. During the troubles with the Sioui 
Indians about 1864 a detachment of the Ohio volunteer infantry was 
stationed there to protect the bridge over the Platte and also to give 
protection to the overland travelers. These troops were commanded by 
a colonel who had a son, a young man eighteen or twenty years of age, 
whose first name was Casper. One day the Indians appeared a few miles 
away ou the hills on the north side of the Piatto and as the Indian force 
did not seam to be large, this boy asked permission of his father to go 
out with some of the soldiers and drive the Indians oif. In the fight which 
resulted tbe boy was killed. Afterwards some "adobe" barracks were 
erected on the south side of the river at the end of the bridge and waa 
kept for a time as a regular military post, and wa.'i given the name of 
Fort Casper in memory of this youug man. 

Oastana, Monona County, Iowa, was named by J. P. B. Day, one of the firrt 
settlers here, from what he uniierstooil to ba the Latin word for Chestnuts, 
as he thought the oak trees growing there resembled the chinkapin (,Castana 
pumila). The village around the station was laid out by the Western 
Town Lot Company in 1986, and tbe name of tbe old settlement retained 
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therefor. Aoother Btoiy aaja that the name ettoie from Castalia, famotu 
springe near Delphi in Hncient Greece on the slope of Mount ParnasBus, 
and another legend is, that the name came from a place in Asiu-Miuor. 
Caatlewood, Hamlio County, Sooth Dakota. Much fiction has been made and 
propngated as to the origin of Ibo name of this place. Amongst tliis flction 

I is a story to the eifect that the name of the place was made from the 
names of two trainmen who were aai<i to have mn the first train of the 
railroad that riinH through the place. The simple fact that the town was 
named Caatlewood and platted and fiied as the county seat of Hamlin 
County many years before the railroad was built to or tbroogh it, is 
BufHcient of itself to prove the falsity of that story. The true story of 
the name and of the naming of the place is this; In the early eighties, 
Mr. J. 8. Keator, of Davenport, Iowa, bought 15,000 acres of land in 
Hamlin County, establiahed hia headquarters in a hotel in Watertown, 
S. D., and started in to open up a furm or ranch in the center of his tract, 
about eleven miles south of Watertown, to which point he drove his team 
daily, or nearly so. He located the town site, and his daughter, or a lady 
member of his family, named the same, Castlewood, from the American 
home of Henry Esmond in Thackeray's novel, The Virginians. This novel 
opens with a description of this Coetlewood and says it was named from 
Castlewood in the County of Hanta, England. The Virginian Castlewood, 
was, by Thackeray, located in Westmoreland County, Virginia, in which 
George Washington was born. Mr. Keator told this story to Charles 
Williams, member of congress for Wisconsin, to C. W. Tjsoo, now (1907) 
of Nashua, N. H., and to the writer of these lines long before any railroad 
train ever reached this location. When the railroad was built through thi» 
place, the Winona and St. Peter Railroad Company located its station here 
and in 1883 laid out the town and adopted the name the place had already- 
carried for many months if not for years. Outside of all of this, the simple 
tfact that the county seat was named Castlewood, before the railroad, so 
far as is known, was through, is suflieient to prove that no railway train- 
men's names had any connection whatever with the name of the place. 
Mr. Keator'a story must be accepted as a fact. 
to, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, was named by John Hiekofc from Cato, 
N. Y, Its former name was HarrisviUe, so named for N. A. and J. J. 
Harris; it was afterwards called Nettle Hill, because of the many nettles 
(Vrtica) that grew in the vicinity. Cato, N. Y., was named in honor of the 
distlDguished Boman. 
TODi, Beadle County, South Dakota, was named for Carriollo Benno, Coaot 
CavoQT (an Italian statesman) to honor him as the real father of the 
railroads of Italy. The town was laid out by the Western Town Lot Com- 
pany in 1880. 
Bil, Shawano County, Wisconsin, was named for a daughter of one of the 
officers of the Milwaukee, Lake Shore and Western Railway, when it was 
constmeted through this place. 
Cedar, Menominee County, Michigan. Named from the river. This was «» 
named because of the abundant growth of Thuja occidentolis {white cedar) 

Cedu, Iron County, Wisconsin. The nan 
that aboasded around the place whc 



^^B Cedar Bluffs, 

^^H < Company 

' alone tb\ 
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• Cedar Bluffs, Saucdere Countj, Nebraska., nas platted by the Pioneer Town Sito 
Company in 1889. The town was named because on a nearby abrupt bluff 
along the river, on whieh a large quantity of "red cedar" (Juniperujt 
Virginitina) was growing wlien the place was laid out. 
Oedar Qrove, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, was named from a grove of cedar 

(_Tkttja oceidenlatis) treea that grew here wben the town was located. 
Cedai Baplda, Linn County, Iowa. Named from the rapids in Cedar Biver 
at this place. The rirer wae named from the fact that in an early day 
the Juniperus Virginiana (red cedar) grew on its banks. The town was 
platted in 1838 by William Stone and was named Columbua. In 1841 it 
lias again laid cut by N. B. Brown and others and given its present name. 
renter Junction, Jones County, Iowa, nes named by the original owners of the 
site because it was at the geographical center of the countj, and 
he the crossing (joaotion) place of two railroads. 
Oentiol City, Lawrence County, South Dakota, was named beeause of its locatioQ 
about half way between two other villages in the guleh in which Deadwood, 
Lead and other villages are located. 
Oenterville, Turner County, South Dakota. Kamed by Dr. Jesae Smith in 1871 
because of its being midway between Parker and Vermillion on the old 
stage road. It ia on what was known as the Vermillion and Swan Lake 
stage and United Statea mail route. The village was platted by the West- 
ern Town Lot Company in 1883. 
resco, SauEdera County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 1886. This name was built up by Professor Saunderson (who 
was a leather in an eastern college before coming to Nebraska) from the 
Roman Ceres, the goddess of grains and of their harvests. 
Ceylon, Martin County, Minnesota, was platted under the name of Tenhaasen 
by the Western Town Lot Company in 1899. Its present name was taken 
from the island off the southeast cosst of India. 
Cbadron, Dawes County, Nebraska, whs platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1885. The town was named from a nearby stream; the stream was 
named for Pierre Chadron, a French-Indian "squaw-man," who lived and 
trapped on the stream. He was at one time a trader for the American 
Pur Company (of St. Louis, Mo.) and had his headquarters at "Winter 
Quarters" at the mouth of the Cheyenne River above Fort Pierre. 
Obampion, Marquette Countj, Michigan, was named for the Champion iron mine 

that is located nearby. 
diarUston, York County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 1887 and was named for Charles A. McCloud of Tork, Neb., 
who was engaged in procuring the "right of way" while the railroad wa* 
being located and built. 
OhallottB, Clinton County, Iowa, was named for Mrs. Charlotte Oilman, the wife 

of the earliest settler in the locality. 
ObalBon, Delta County, MicMgan, was named for Daniel Chaison, who was for 

thirty-five years a section foreman of the railroad. 
Ohatfleld, Fillmore Countj, Minnesota, was named for Andrew G. Chatfield, 
the firat United Statea judge for the territory of Minnesota. 



I 



History of the Place Names of The North Westebk Line K 

lelMB, Tama Count;, lova. The original name of this place was Otter Creek 
BtatioD. The name was chaoged in 1861 to CbeUea by 3. 0. Breese, oas 
of the original owners of land near the town site, from Chelsea, Maas. 
The town wai platted by Jobn I. Blair and associates. 

'Cbemimff, McHenry County, Illinoia, wag named by A. M. Seward fwm Che- 
mung, N. Y. The name is an Inilian word meaning "big horn" or "big 
horn in the water, " the Indiaoj having found the skeletoa of a prehistoric 
monater in the bank of the river. 

Lake County, Wiaoonsin. It was Darned for Chittenden, Vt., and 
that waa named for Thomsa Chitteniien, governor of Vermont, 1790-BT. 

Cbeirr Valley. Winnebago County, Illinois, was named by Edward Fletcher, 
the original owner of the town aita, from Cherry Valley, N. Y.; it had sev- 
eral names, viz., Grabtown, Graball and Butler, before the present name 
was given It. 

OtlflBtei, Olmsted County, Minnesota, is an elision of the word "Hochoster," 
It is the first station west of BoclieBter. 

Obester, Dodge County, Wisconsin, was named from the township it waa located 
in. The towoship was named from Chester in Hampden County, Mass., 
and this was named from Chester, ia England. 

Cblcago Highlands, Cook County, Illinois. This name merely indicates a point 
that is shown on the time table of the road. The name has no historical 
significance. It ia not much more than a name. It waa a "boom town,'' 
but financial perils succeeded and today it is hoping for future prosperity. 

Ohlcaso, Cook County, Illinois. In his "American Indian" E. M, Haines, who 
knew more about the North American Indian than any other writer of 
modern times, said "the same Indian word, or one having the same sound 
in different languages or dialects, have entirely different meanings." The 
word Chicago, or that which ia ossentially the same, is found in several 
(Indian) languages or dialects, with entirely diiferettt meanings. He says 
Chicago ia understood to be an Indian word. What its meaning is, or, if 
it has any particular meaning, is in dispute. The word comes to us 
through the early French CKpiorera as an Indian word from the language 
of the Algonquin group. Those who have confined their investigation to 
the Ojibway dialect, without reference to other dialects of the Algonquin 
language, reach the conclusion that it means "onion," "garlic," "leek" 
or "skunk." No one seems, previous to the rebuilding of Fort Dearborn 
(at what is now Chicago) in 1816, to have made any special inquiry as to 
the origin or meaning of the word. Col. S. A. Starrow, who visited the 
Fort in 1S17 in a letter to Gen. Jacob Brown of the United States army, 
refers to the river aa "the Hivor Chicago," or in English, "Wild Onion 
Eiver." Schoolcraft in his "Narrative of an expedition to the source of 
the Mississippi River in 1820" says the "banks of the river produce 
abundantly the wild species of "cepa" or "leek" and that this circum- 
stance led the Indiana to name it the place of the wild leek." He then 
says; "Such ia the origin of the term Chicago, which is derivative by 
elision and French annotation for the word Chi-lcaug-ong." Kang is the 
Algonqain name for the Hystrix or porcupine. It takes the prefix ohi when 
applied to the Muaela putorius fpole cat). . . . The penultimate ong 
denotes locality. The putorius is so named from the plant. " Bisiiop Baraga 

. in an appendix to his Ogibway dictionary, says that the word "Chicago" 
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ii B word in tha Crae dialect, a ti'ibe of tba Algocqum group called slna 
Knittetios. From Chicago or Sik'ag, a, skunk, a kind of pole cat, a. word 
whicli at the local term makes Chioagok. The bbhop, in Uia dictionary, 
defines an onion in the Ojibway dialect as Eit-chi-ji-ga'gTnan-ji {French 
ortbography). The definition of onion by Rev. Edward F. WJlsoB in his 
itictiouary of the Ojibway dialect, ib Eeeh-shi-gavg-uh-wumh. He defines 
skunk as ZLe-gaog. John Tanner, for thirty years a captive among the 
Ojibnays defines akunk as she-gahg. He defines ooion as nhe-gau-ga-viimhe 
(skunk weed). The word Chicago, is first mentioned in early western Us' 
lory by Ucnnepein, when speaking at the river. He says it was named by 
the savagea Chi-cau-goo. The nanie Chi-kaeou appears in a map by Fran- 
quelin in 1634, applied to a river putting into the Desplaines from the east 
at a point just above the Kankakee Biver; while at the bead of Lake Michi- 
gan OD this map is the word Che'ca*gou-meia-aii. At a later date, what is 
now called the Deaplaincs River, was called by the early French explorers 
the itiver Che-ka-gou. Che-ca-gua iraa the name of a noted Sac Indian 
chief and meant in that dialect, "he that stands by the tree." In tha 
Pottawatomie dialect the word Choe-ca-go meant "destitute," or "got 
none." At the time the word first appeared in this locality, the country 
about was inhabited by the Hiamis Xudian tribe, la whose language the 
word for skunk waa se-kuw-kwaw. The MiamLs. 
here by the Pottawatomies. In a report written in 
where he then commanded La Mothe Cadillac wroti 
comes next. This wonl signifies "the River of 
duces naturally without any cultivation a very large quantity of it." Se« 
Macgry's Decouvertes et Etablissments, volume 5, page 133. This work 
is also quoted from by J. P. Dunn in bis memoir of Father Gibault, who 
was potent in inducing the French residents of "The Illinois Country" 
to accept the rule of the Americans under George Rogers Clark. For a 
reference to Father Marquette's visits to Chicago, see record of Marquette 
CouDty, Michigan, in thia work. In early works the spelling of the 
word Chicago has been nearly infinite. A few samples thereof are 
as follows: Cheggego, Cheegago, Tzstchago, Stktaehagko, Chirgago, Shoeago, 
Shikkago, Sbercaggn, Bchenkakko, Zbeekako, Ztschaggo, Cbiccago, Cbeeago, 
Chicawgo, Chikkago, Chiggago, Shakaklio, Scbuerkaigo, Psceschaggo, 8tks- 
chaga, Tschakko. 

Oboate, Ontonagon County, Michigan, was named for Leander Choate of Osh- 
kofih. Wis,, who owned large tracts of timber land in this neighborhood. 

Olaremont, Dodge County, Minnesota. The village was named from the town- 
ship and that was named from tlie city of Claremont, Sullivan County, 
N. H., and that was named from the country leat of Clive, an English 
general. 

Oluwice, Cedar County, Iowa, was first called Onion Grove from a nearby 

natural grove. At the solicitation of the people of the town, the name 

was changed by the owners of the town site. The present name was sng- 

m geeted by Mr, J, Vandeventer, now (1907) of Knoxville, Tenn., from CIm- 

I enee Hollow, a beautiful little village in Erie County, New York, 



, were succeeded 
1695 at Micbillimacina« 
"The post of Chiisagou 
arlic," because it pro- 
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Cl&ik, Clark County, South Dakota. The station wMa nitiudcl from the county. 
The county was uamed for Newton Clark, a. Dakota territorial legislator 
of 1873. It was platted by the Western Town Lot Company in 1882. For 
a short time this place was called Clark Center. 
krkBOn, Colfai County, Nebraska, was platted by the PiDnear Towu Site 
Company in 1886, and was named for T. B. ClHfkaon, whci lived at Sehuyler, 
Neb., and who was afterwarda postmaster at Omaha, Neb, 
Qlaywoed., Oconto County, WiBconeiD. This name was supposed to be descriptive 

of the locatiou— clay soil in a deep wood. 
Clearwater, Antelope County, Nebraska, was platte<l by the Pioneer Town Bite 
Company in 1S85 and was named from a nearby stream that was noted for 
the clearness of its water. 
Clearemana, Menominee County, Michigan, was named for Jerry Cleareraan, a, 

" woodsman" of the place. 
Clements, EedwOod County, Minnesota, was platted by the Western Town Lot 
Company in 190S, and was named by and for P. O. Clements, an early settler. 
Cleveland, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, was named for ex-President Grover 
Cleveland, by the merchants of the village. It was once called Centerville. 
CliS Honae, Sauk County, Wiseansin, was named by W. U. Marsh, the builder 
of the hotel known as "The Cliff House," for the reason — tbe station and 
the hotel were located under the high "cliffs" of Devil's Lake. 
Clinton. Clinton County, Iowa, was nam-ed in 1855 from the county, which was 
named for DeWitt Clinton, governor of New York and projector of the 
Erie canal. The original location of Clinton was called New York by 
J. M. Bartlett, who laid it out. The name was changed in 1855 by the 
Iowa Land Company, that had bought the town site and nearby land. 
Clinton, Sheridan (bounty, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
pany in 1894, and was named from Clinton, Iowa. 
I Clinton Junction, liock County, Wisconsin, was named from the township, which 

^^^H^ by the legislature was named for DeWitt Clinton, governor of New York 
^^^^fe State. It also happened that several of the early settlers here emigrated 
^^^^^ from Clinton, N. Y., and they procured the naming of the place for their 
^^^^^ old governor and from _t)ieir old home. The station was once named 
^^^^1 Ogden for W. B. Ogden, president of the Chicago and North Western Bail- 

^^^^^RBllltODTllle, Waupaca County, Wiiscouain, was originally named Clinton, but 
^^^^ nltimately was changed to the present name. The names came from 

r DeWitt Clinton, ex-governor of New York. 

Clover Dale, Juneau County, Wisconsin. This is a mere fanciful descriptive 
I name and has no special significance as to the place, 

I Clowry, Marquette County, Michigan, was named for Col. Eobert C. Clowry, 

president of the Western Union Telegraph Company, which bought many 
_ telegraph poles at this point. 

^^^ Olntiei. Tama County, Iowa, was named for B. F. Clutier of Tama, Iowa. 
^^^K Olybonm Jonctlon, Cook County, Illinois, was formerly called Clybourne Place, 
^^^H from one of the streets of Chicago. This was named for Peter Clybourne, 

^^^g one of the early settlers of Chicago. The word Place was dropped and the 

I word Junction inserted, as it was the junction of two lines of railroad. 

Clynuui, Dodge County, Wisconsin, was named for Col. Joseph Clyman, a noted 
Indian fighter, in the early days of Wiseonain. 
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Ocibb, lovia County, Wisconaiii, was named by and Cor Amasa Cobb, a congresi- 
man who secureij the eBtabtishment of the postaffice at this place. It 
formerly waa called Cross Plains, bocauae it was at tbis point, the old 
territorial road, crossed the level plains or prairies. 

Oobden, Brown County, MinneBota, Tiie original oamo waa North Branch, bnt 
in 1886 it was changed to Cobden for the English statesman. 

Ood7, Cberry County, Nebraska. Thia place was named for "Tom" Cody, 
a foreman of construction, while the raiiroad was being built. 

Coffee Siding, Converse County, Wyoming, was named for Charles F. Coffee, 
a banker and cattle raiser of tbe vi>._iity. 

College Avenue, Du Page County, Illinois,. This name merely indicates a point 
that is shown on the time table of tbe road. Tbe name has no historical 
significance. 

Crawford Arenne, Cook County, Illinois. This name merely ipdicatea a point 
that is shown on the time table of the road. The name has do historical 
significance. 

Colo, Story County, Iowa, was named by Jobo I. Blair from a child's pronuncia- 
tion of Carlo, the name of a Eavoiite dog belonging to the owner of thfi 
land on which the station waa located. 

Colon, Seward County, Nebraska. This town was platted by the Pioneer Town 
Site Company in 1S86, and was named far a postoffice that had been located 
here before there waa any town. It was named from Colon, Mich., and 
that was named from the city in Columbia on the Isthmus of Panama. 

Oolnmbla, Brown Connty, South Dakota. The original name waa Bichmond, 
from Hichmond, 111. The present name was given the village by C. B. 
Peck and William Townsend, of Lansing, Mich., who were settled here 
before tbe railroad reached this place. Mr. Peck took the present name 
from tbe title of the well known ' ' Hail Columbia." The Dakota or James 
Biver runs by this place and is the outlet of Lake T-ch-an-chi-ka-ha, as the 
Indiana called it, or Band Lake, as Nicollett and Fremont named it in 
1838-9. Mr. Townaend built a flour mill on the river at the outlet of the 
lake before tbe railroad reached the place. 

Combined Locta, Outagamie County, Wisconain. waa named from the canal 
locks in the Fos Kiver at this point, 

Coinfrey, Brown County, Minnesota. This town was platted by the Western 
Town Lot Company, in 1903 and was named from a nearby postoffice. That 
was named by A. W. Pederson, the first postmaster from the plant Com- 
frey (SympAj/tini offlcinalii) that ha had met with in his reading. 

Commonwealth. Florence Connty, Wisconsin, waa named from the Cotnmon- 
wealth Iron Mining Company's mine, which was located here. 

Oonde, Spink County, South Dakota, was platted by tba Western Town Lot 
Company in 1886, and waa named for the great ConJe family of French 
history and especially for Louis I and Louis IT, "The groat Conde," and 
for he who finally became Henry I. 

Conover, Vilas County, Wisconain, was named for Seth H. Conover of Plymouth, 
Wis., who owned a hotel and summer resort on a lake in the vicinity. 

Conrad, Grundy County, Iowa. This station was named from Conrad's Grove, 
a large grove of trees nearby — that was named by and for John Conrad, the 
earliest settler in this grove. The town at oDe time wag called Conrad's 
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[OoTdova, Seward Couoty, Nebraska. Thia place wag platted under the aame 
of HunkinB for an old settler of ttat name, by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
panji ID 1887. The station was finally nameii from the Anglicized spelling 
of the city in Spain. 
^Oonxlea, Ji'latte County. Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1886. The name is supposed to mean "com land" and was adopted 
because of the snperior quality, for the culture of corn, of the soil in the 
vicinity, 

Ooimoi'B, Forest County, Wisconain, was named for W. D. Connor, a promi- 
nent Wisconsin politician and owner of a nearby sawmill. 
Cottonwood, Stanley County, South Dakota, was named from the nearby creek. 
The creek was ho named because of the many cottonwood (Populus hetero- 
plylla) trees that grew on its banks irben the town was established. This 
place was originally called lughairi for J. Inf^ham Gray. lugliaui was hia 
mother's name. The place was so named by a son to honor his father. 
OorrecHonvillB, Woodbury County, Iowa, wna in 1856 named by the surveyors 
who platted the town, from the fact that it was on the "correction line," 
3. line that wnB BStablislied for the verification and correction of the land 
surveys. 
Cortland, DeKalb County, Illinoia, was named by 3. L. Porter, from Cortland, 

N, Y., which was named for Pierre Van Cortlandt. 
Cottage O-rore, Dane County, Wiseonain, was named by W. C. Wells, from a. cot- 
tage he built in a Rrove three miles northwest of this station. 
CoimcU Bluffs, Pottawatomie County, Iowa. The name "Council Bluffs" was 
taken from a series of high and precipitous hills or "bluffs" on the west 
bank of the Missouri Biver, in what is now Washington County, Nebraska, 
and many miles above the present city. These Nebraska bluffs were named 
"Council Bluffs" by Lewis add Clark, while on their journey up the Mis- 
Bonti Biver in 1S04-5. They held a council here with the Indians, and since 
that time many councils were also held there. Maximilian, Prince of 
Weid (Germany) journeyed up the Missouri Biver in 1S32-4 and in bis 
journal said: "We passed the mouth of Boyer Creek on the east bank 
where the Missouri Hiver makes a bend and saw [on the west bank] the 
mins of the former cantonment or fort of Council Bluffs, This fort was 
established in ISld for 1,000 men." Thwaits saya as to the location of this 
Council Bluffs: "It was near the village now known as Fort Calhoun, in 
Washington County [Nebrnskaj. Iiewis and Clark first named them [the 
blnffa on which the cantonment was built] and held a council here [with the 
Indians] in 1804. The fort [ first built hero] was known [in the United 
States records] as Fort Atkinson from the commander of an espedition 
that started for the Yellowstone Biver in 1819. It got no further than this 
point and built a camp which Col. Atkinson called "Port Missouri" and 
stayed there the winter of 1819-20. Another fort was afterwards built here, 
or the original one was repaired and was named Fort Calhoun for John C. 
Calhonn, secretary of war under President Monroe, or, for a soldier of the 
force that occupied it. The question is in dispute." The present location 
was named Council Bluffs on petition of the citizens of the town, by the 
legislature of Iowa in 1S5S. The original settlement here was called 
"Miller's Ilill" from a Mormon family that had located here. It was 
then called Hart's Bluffs for another Mormon leader. That name was 
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ebanged to "Trader's Point" baeause several stores were atarted thece 
at whieli tie weatbouDd Mormons could supply tbemselvea for their journey 
over the plaina. In 1846 Col. T. L. Kane, of Philadelphia, went to the 
Missouri Kiver to enlist a regiment of Mormons for the Mexican, war. 
Aa the Mormons were at this time congregated and eongeated here on 
their way to the Valley of Salt Iiake, after their persecutions in Mis^uri 
and Illinois, there was miieb suSerinj; among them. This appealed to Col. 
Eane and he aided them in every way that it was possible for him to do. 
In gratitude for this kindness, the leaders of the Mormon Chureh named 
the settlement 'Kaneville' in hie honor. After the general hejira many 
MorDiona came to this lacation. and in time the people became ao wrought 
op oo account of the stigma tbiit had become attached to the Mormon name, 
they became dissatisfied with the name of the village and petitioned the 
legislature to change it, which was finally done in 1853. 
I Council BIiiQs Tiansfer, Pottawatomie County, Iowa, was formerly called 
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Oragin, Cook County, Illinois, was named fo 
man of the locality. 

Oialggnieie, Ontonagon County, Michigam. The n 
It has no real meaning or significance. 

Oranberry Center, Juneau Cimuty, Wiseonsin, was named from the fact that 
this was the center of the Cranberry (Faccini«m inacrocorpon) induatry 
of Wiaconsin, and from which the station derives most of its business. 

Orandon, Spink County, South Dakota, was named for Frank P. Crandon, a 
ted and valued officer of the railroad company. This place waa platted 
er the name of Minden by the Western Town Lot Company in ISBl. 

Otandou, Forest County, Wisconsin, was named by its first settlers for Frank P. 
Crandon, an officer of the Chicago and North Western Eaiiway Company. 
The town was jilatted by the Chicago and North Western Railway Com- 
pany in 1901. The place was first named Ayr, the city of Scotland made 
noted by Robert Burns. 

Crawford, Dawes Connty, Nebraska, waa platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1S86 and waa named to tonor Capt. "Jack" Crawford of the 
United States army, who wsa a noted Indian fighter in the early days of 
Nebraska, and who waa killed by the Apache Indians in Arizona. 

Orelgliton, Knos County, Nebraska, waa laid out by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1885, and waa named for Edward Creighton, of Omaha, by a Mr. 
Bruce who was intereated in the place. 

Orescent, Pottawatomie County, Iowa, was named by Brigham Young, preai- 
dent of the Mormon Church, from the cresentic formation o£ the bluffa 
that nearly surround the place. 
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., Ogle County, Illinois. The original name of thia Btatioa and village 
[ was Dement, they having been named (or Col. John Dement, aji early 

settler of Northern Illinois. The present name came from the fact that 

tlie location is the " crest " or highest point on the railroad between Lake 
I Michigan and the Missiaaippi Kiver. 

[ Creaton. Platte County, Nebraska, waa platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
I pany in 1886. The place was named beeauae it waa located on top of a 

I hill, whence the water on the east side ran into the Elkhom River and thai 

I on the west side into the Platte River. 

I Crocker, Polk County, Iowa, was named from the township, which wae named 
I for Col. Crocker, a prominent citizen of Dcs Moines, Iowa. It was platted 

I by the Western Town Lot Company in 1S80. 

I Orookflton, Cherry County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Bite 
I Company in lS9i and waa named for W. T. Crook, a yard master of the 

I railroad at Valentine, Neb., during the construction of the railroad through 

thia part of the atate. 
I Oroasman'B, ijauk County, Wisconsin, was named for Col. Jacob CroBsmas, ft 

nearby early settler. 
[ Cniwell, Dodge County, Nebraaka, was named for Frinee S. Crowell of East 
I Dennis, Maas., who at one time was president of the Fremont, Elkhom and 

Missouri Valley Eailroad Company. 
Crown HIU, Lawrence County, South Dakota, was named from a nearby hill, 
[ that waa named from a mine, that was staked out on the hill by the Crown 

I Mining Company. 

I Oioziei's Mill, Gogebic County, Michigan, was named for W. A. Croziar who 
[ establiahed a sawmill at this point. 

I Crystal Palls, Iron County, Michigan, was named from the falls in Paint River 
I that flows by the station. This name waa first applied to the falls in Paint 

Eivcr by Richard Connan, a "tiinber cruiaer," who aaw the foliage that 

overhung the falls densely covered with ice crystals after a very heavy sleet 

Orystal Iiake, McHenry County, Illinois, was named from an adjacent lake 
I which waa and is still noted for the crystal purity of its waters. Tha town 

postoflice is Nunda and was so named by W. H. Hoffman from Nunda, 
N. v., whence he had emigrated. Nunda is derived from the Indian word 
nvndao, meaning ' ' hilly ' ' or according to another authority ' ' potato 
ground. " 

Cuba, Lake County, Illinois, was named by the owners of the town site from 
the island of Cuba. 

Cuba Olty, Grant County, Wiaconsin, was by Craiglow and Stephens, the owners 
of the town site named Yuba from a place in California, but the name waa 
rejected by the poatofBce department in Washington, when the citizens then 
gave it its present name. 

Cndahy, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, was named for Patrick Cudahy, the 
founder of the village and a large owner of property therein. 

Cnsmng, Woodbury County, Iowa, was named by tho Blair Town Lot and 

Land Company, that platted it, for L. Gushing Kimball of Boston, Mass., 

who was a brother of David P. Kimball, who for many years has been and 

I yet is a most influential and valued director of the Chicago and North 

I Weatorn Railway Company. The earlier name of the place was Penrose. 
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Cnyler, Cook County, Illinois. This station was formerly called "Belle Plaine," 
but was changed to honor Edward J. Cuyler, a loyal and valued officer 
of the railway company. 

Daggett, Menominee County, Michigan, was named for the family name of the 
wife of Thomas Falkner, the first postmaster of the place. 

Dakota City^ Humboldt County, Iowa, was named by Edward McKnight in 1855 
for the Dakota (Sioux) tribe of Indians. The name of the postoffice was, 
by a mistake made in Washington, D. C, spelled ' ' Dakotah, ' ' but the local 
spelling was never made to conform thereto. 

Dakota Junction, Dawes County, Nebraska, was so named because at this point, 
the railroad branches, one stem running into Dakota and the other into 
Wyoming. 

Dalzell, Bureau County, Illinois, was named for S. M. Dalzell of the Spring 
Valley and other coal companies. 

Dale, Washington County, Nebraska, was named for Gen. Samuel Dale, of 
Alabama. 

Dallas, Gregory County, South Dakota, was named from Dallas, Texas, by Jack- 
son Brothers, early settlers of this place. Dallas, Texas was named for G. M. 
Dallas, once vice president of the United States. 

Danbnry, Woodbury County, Iowa, was named from the first syllable of the 
given name, Daniel, of Daniel Thomas, who established the town, added 
to the word '*bury," which was taken from the name of the county. 

Dane, Dane County, Wisconsin, was named in honor of Nathan Dane, an Amer- 
ican jurist and a member of congress and the originator of the ordinance 
of 1787 that applied to the northwest. 

Darfnr, Watonwan County, Minnesota, was platted by the Western Town Lot 
Company in 1899 and was named from the country in Egypt. The word 
means the country of the *'Fars" or '^Fors," a name used there for the 
real natives of the country. 

Davey, Lancaster County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 1886, and was named for John Davey, the farmer who owned 
the land on which the town site is located. 

Davenport, Thayer County, Nebraska, was named from Davenport, Iowa, and 
that was named by Anthony Le Claire, for Col. George Davenport, an Indian 
fur trader and an early settler on the island of Rock Island in the Missis- 
sippi River, who was murdered in his home there, in the early forties. 

David City, Butler County, Nebraska, was named for David Butler, the first 
governor of the State of Nebraska. 

Dayton, Webster County, Iowa. This station was once called West Dayton, 
but for brevity the name was shortened. It was named by E. B. Allison 
from Dayton, Ohio, which was named for Jonathan Dayton, one of the 
original proprietors. 

Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota, was named from **Deadwood 
Gulch," and that was named from the fact that the gulch was filled with 
dead timber when prospectors for gold first entered it. At an early day 
the location was called "Miles City," for Gen. Miles of the United States 
army, who was supposed to have chased Indians in the vicinity. 

Deckers, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, was named for the Decker family, who 
owned property and were early settlers here. 
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Beep Eiver, Poweshiek County, Iowa, was named from 
named tor its great and unusual deptii. The name 
the Indian word sap-pom-ah, meaning "deep stream,' 

Deerbiook, Langlade County, Wisconsin, is a fanciful name that waa made for 
the place, and ia baaed on a legend that deer were accaaionallj seeii here 
while thej were drinking from the brook that runs by the place. 

Plmmlek, LaSalle County, Illinoia, waa named tor "Squire" J. Dimmick, an 
old settler and large land owner in the vicinity. 
I Sivlde, Vilas County, WiBeonBin, was so named because it is located on the 
divide (elevated ridge of lanii) between two branches of the west branch 
of the Flambeau River. 

Seerfleld, Dane County, Wisconsin, na.B named from the township, and that was 
BO named beeanae, when the township was first opened for settlers, deer 
were very plentiful and were in the habit of feeding here. 

Deering, Cook County, lIliuoiE, is merely a station within the city of Chicago, 
and was named for William Deering, who establiabed au agricultural 
implement factory here before the city of Chicago was extended to this 

DeKalb, DeKalb County, Illinois, t 
of tbe Kevolutionary heroes. 

Delaughery, Menominee County, Michigan, was [ 
had kiloB and made much charcoal here foi u 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

Delmai, Clinton County, Iowa. This name was made by using the initials of 
certain six womcu who accompanied an oxcursion train, that opened the 
railroad from Clinton, Iowa, to this point. For a similar case see LeMars, 
in tho alphabetical list iu this book of the towna traversed by the Chicago, 
8t. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha road. 

Deloit, Crawford County, Iowa, was platted by the Western Town Lot Com- 
pany, in 1899, and was named Beloit from the city in Wisconsin. Ab another 
location had adopted this name, it was changed by using the initial "D" 
in the place of "B," and thus the present name was made. 

Dempster, Hamlin County. South Dakota, was named for William Dempster, of 
Chicago, one of the original owners of the town site. It was platted by the 
Winona and St. Peter Eailroad Company in 1884. 

Dempatei Street, Cook County, llliDois, is merely a station within the city of 
Kvanstou. The station was named from the street it is on. The street was 
named for Dr. John Dempster, first president of Garrett Biblical institute. 

Denison, Crawford County, Iowa, was named by the Kev. J. W. Denison, a 
Baptist preacher who organized the Providence Western Land Company, 
and who platted this town in 1S56, and named it for himself. 

Denmark, Brown County, Wisconsin, was named in honor of tbe European 
home of the many Danes who are eettled in this vicinity. 

DePeie, Brown County, Wisconsin, was named from the name of "tho rapids" 
in the Fox River at this place. The river was named in memory of ths 
murder of French miaaionaries by the Indians, viz. : Sapides de» Perea — 
The Rapids of the Fathers." The town was at first called West DePera; 
1B90 the present form waa adopted. 




DeSmet, Kingsbury County, South Dakota, was named in honpr of Father Peter 
John DeSmet, S. J., "The Apoatle of the Indiana." He wag a Belgian and 

I spent his life in civilizing, CbriHtianizing and educating the Indians of the 

' Upper Missouri Eiver valley and in the Eacky mountains. The town was 

I platted by the Western Town Lot Company in 1880. 

^ Des Moimes, Folk Coumty, Iowa, was named from a fort that was here in an 

early day and that was named from the river, which was named from the 

k Indian word Mi-kon-aag, meaning "road." The French spoke the word aa 
if it were spelled Moingona. The French alBo called the river Dea Moint, 
of the "small river," to distinguish it from the Mississippi or " the great 
river." Finally the name became assoeiated with the Trappist monks and 
the river by a spurious etymology was called 'la riviere de* moine*" — "the 
river of the monks." The town was first platted by A. D. Jones and called 
Fort Des Moines. In 1S57 it was made the capital of the state and given 
its present official name. 
Oos Flaines, Cook County, Illinois. This place was named from the nearby 
river. The river was named An Plaiue by the early French traders and trap- 
pers, thereby intending to show it was a river of the "plains" or 
^^^ "prairie," rather than of the mountains. The lower part of the river was 

^^^^ used by Marquette, Juliet aad other miaslonarics snd explorers and is J 
^^^B mentioned by tbem in tbeir "Relations" and reports. In some of t!iea« J 
^^^H reports it is called "Das Pleine" or the river from, the plain or prairie.! 
^^^V Ultimately the name came to be spelled as is now done, Des Flaines, and 
^^^P that bas caused some writers to assert that the name came from trees 
^^^f called "plaiDe" by the French. No such tree ever grew along this river, 
^^H BO it is very unliliely the name of tbat tree was thought about when the 

P river was first named by white men, Tbe tree referred to is doubtless the 

I "Plane" of Europe. The "Plane tree" we have here ia the Bnttonwood 

I or Bnttonball {Plataous oceid en talis), and does not grow on the river, or 

did it ever grow there aa far as can be learned. The French name of 
the "Plane tree" is spelled "plaine" or "platanus" and never "pleine," 
I as they spelled the name of the river. The word "Plntanus" is Greek and 

came down to the I'rench and to us tLrough the Latin. It means flat. 
SeTll's Lake, Sauk County, WiseouBin, was named from the lake which was J 
named by Peter Folsom, an early explorer and surveyor, in 1842, because it \ 
was set in a deep basis that he thought had neither inlet nor outlet, and 1 
that resembled the crator of a volcano. Tbe whole surroundings being s 
wierd and unusual he determined to give it a name that would be a 
unearthly as the place appeared to be. 
DeWltt, Clinton County, Iowa, was named in honor of DeWitt Clinton, the cela- % 

brated Governor of New York state — .its first name was Vandenburg. 

Plffln, Alger County, Michigan. This name was selected from a postoffioe J 

directory, aud uo history of it can be found. It was adopted becauee tbetS'J 

was none other like it in the state and because it would be easy to telegraph. J 

dke, Grundy County, Iowa, was incorporated in 1900, and named by and tat | 

C, T. Dyke, who had large landed interests here. 

THllma.nBj Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, was named for a nearby farmer. 

Dlshno, Marquette County, Michigan, is a transliteration of the name of Pierra 1 

Dishman, for whom it was named. He waa a pioneer Frenchman of tbil J 

locality. 
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lorlto, Marquette County, Michigan, iras named for the crystalline, Plutonic 
rock named Diorite (commonly known ae green stone), which is very abund- 
ant hero and lies next to tbe iron ore, 
Dixon, Lee County, Itlinois, was named from a ferry in Bock River. This was 

I named by and for John Dixon, an early, honored and noted settler in tha 
valley of Kock River. 
Dodge, Dodge County, Nebraska, was platted by tbe Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1SS6, and wag named for George A. DoUge, an early settler here, 
podge Center, Dodge County, Uinnesota, was named by D. C. Fairbonk on 
account of its location being at the supposed center of Dodge County, The 
county was named for Gen. Henry Dodge, governor of Wisconsin Territory. 
DodgeviUe, Iowa County, Wisconsin, was named for Oen. Henry Dodge, ftn 
early and much respected settler, and governor of tho Territory of Wiseon- 
sin. In a very early day this place was called "Minersville" because of tha 
lead mines nearby. The name was cbanged to honor Gen. Dodge. 
Soland, Spink County. South Dakota, was named for F. H. Doland, of ChicagOt 
111., who once owned the ground where the station is located. It WM 
platted by tha Western Town Lot Company in 1882. 
DolUvei, Emmett County, Iowa, was named for Hon. J. P. Doltiver, a prominent 
lawyer and politician of Northern Iowa. The town was platted by the 
Western Town Lot Company in 1899. 
Dotson, Brown County, Minnesota, was laid out under the name of Bedford 
from tbe town in Middlesex Couaty, Mass., by the Western Town Lot 
Company in 1SI^9. The railroad itation la called Dotaon and the postoffioe 
Bedford. 
Doty, Olmsted County. Minnesota, was named by G. W. Van Dosen of Boehester, 
Minn,, the owner of the (arm on which tbe station is located, for ex-Qoy. 
Doty of Wisconsin. 
Douglierty, Cerra Gordo County, Iowa, was named for a nearby farmer. 
Douglas, Convery County, Wyoming, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in ISSG and waa named for Senator Stephen A. Douglas, of 
Blinois. 
Douglass, Olmsted County, Minnesota, was named for Harrison Douglass, who 
owned the original town site. Before this name was adopted, the village 
postofiice was called Center Grove. 
Dousman, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, was named by Andrew E. Elmore for 

Cot. John Dousman, an early and influential citizen of Wisconsin. 
Dover. Olmsted Couoty, Minnesota. The first name was Dover Center, as tha 
location waa supposed to be at tho center of Dover Township. The "Cen- 
ter" waa dropped by general consent of the early settlers, and tbe abbre^ 
viated name became its fixed name. 
Dow City, Crawford County, Iowa, waa named for Jodgo S. E. Dow, a promi- 
nent citizen of the county, who once owned the land on which the town 
site was platted. At first the town was called "Dowville," but afterwards 
was changed to its present form. 
Drexel, Langlade County, Wisconsin, waa named for A. J. Drexel, the noted 

banker of Philadelphia. 
Dryads, Menominee County, Michigan. Tbe name was selected from a work 
on ancient mythology. 



DmUer, Lyon County, Minnesota, was platted by the Western Town Lot Com- 
pany in I9D2, and was nameil from Dudley in MaBtiiichusettB, which wai 
named for two bTothere, Paul and William Dudley, who were among the first 

Suck Creek, Brown County, WiBcon»in, wits named from a nearby creek. ThM 
was named by the early trappers, because of tbe great numbers of ducki 
that nested on its banks every spring. 

DnndBB. Calumet County, Wisconsin. The place was oamed by the Jones broth- 
ers, from Dundas Island, on the east coast of Africa, that had been visited 
by one of them, 

Dnndee, Kane County, minois, was named in 1857 by a Bcotehman from Dundee 
in Scotland. 

Dunham, Gogebic Countj', Michigan, was named for tbe manager, John Dunham, 
of the Asbland Iron and Steel Company, that owned large tracts of land 
in this vicinity. 

Dimlap. Harrison County, Iowa, was named in honor of George L. Dunlap, then 
a prominent railroad manager of lilinois and Wisconsin. The town waa 
platted in 1867. 

Dtunont, Butler County, Iowa, was named for John M. Dumont, a well known 
mine owner of Colorado. 

Dwight, Butler Countj-, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneoc Town Site Com- 
pany in 1887, and waa named by Henry Glover from Dwight, II!., whence be 
had emigrated. (That plare was named for Henry A. Dwight, Junior, a 
benefactor of the town.) Earlier it was called ''Lone Star" from Teias. 

Eagle Grove. Wright County, Iowa, was so n^ 
an early day of tbe nests of many eagles i 
was located. It was platted as Eagle G 
Town Lot Company in 1881. The station c 
nation of the word "Junction." 

Eagle Lake, Blue Earth County, Minnesota, was 
from a nearby lake, and that was named 
surveyors finding the nesta of many ' ' Bald headed ' ' eagles around the lake. 
Its earliest name was Speir and was named for Speir in Germany by J. 
Beiriis, an emigrant therefrom. 

Eagle Bivet, Vilas County, Wisconsin, was platted by the Milwaukee, Lake 
Shoro and Western Railway in 1S85, and was named from tbe nearby 
river; the river was named from a lake that the river ran from, and that 
was named from tbe many bald-beaded eagles that lived around the take. 

Earlville, LaSatle County, Illinois, was named by C. H. Sutphen, the original 
owner of the town site, from Earlville, N. Y., which was named for Jonas 
Earl, a canal commissioner of the state. At one time the Illinois place was 
called "Earl," hut it is claimed that that never was its corporate or lawful 
cognomen. 

Early, Sac (,'ounty, Iowa, was named for Judge D. C. Early, an early settler and 
prominent citizen of Sac City, Iowa. 

East Elgin, Kane County, Illinois, was named because of its relative situation 
as to Elgin — which see. 

East Pierre, Hughes County, South Dakota, was named by town lot speculatora, 
because of its situation as to Pierre — which see. 
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■EBBt Rockford, Winnebago County, Illinois. Tbia is tbe part of the city of 
K Eockford on the east Bide of Kock River. For derivation of name, etc., 

I etc., see Hockford. 

LSdgar, Marathon County, Wisconsin, wbh platted by the Milwaukee, Lake Shore 
I and Western Hailway in 1891, and was named for William Edgar, who was 

I interested in lands in the vicinity, and owned a sawmill near Wauaau, Wis- 

I'SdiROn Park, Cook County, lUinoia, was once called Canfield and was named for 

I an early settler. It was afterwards called Roseneath, a fanciful manufac- 

I tured name, that was suppoEcd to assert tbe place wag buried in roses. The 

I preBeot name was given it in honor of Thomas A. Edison, the electrician. 

Eden, Fond do Lac County, Wisconsin. A popular legend has it that it waa 

named with reference to the Garden of Eden, because of the beauty and 

fertility of the country surrounding the station and village. The fact seems 

to be that it was named for John Etten, an early settler. 

Edmimd, lowu County, Wisconsin, was named for Edmund Baker, the original 

owner of the land on which the station and vUlage lie. 

Eland Junction, tibitwano County, Wisconsin. Was platted by the Milwaukee, 

Lake 8hore and Western Railroad Company in 1888, It waa named for "the 

L Eland," a variety of Antelope discovered by David Livingston in Central 

I * Africa. The place was named by E. H. Rummcly, an officer of the railroad 

that platted the village. 

Elba. Oconto County, Wisconsin, was named from the Island in the Mediter- 

Elberon, Tama County, Iowa, was named from the suburb Elberon, near Long 

Branch, N. J. 
Tbe name of the New Jersey place is an elision on the name of L. B. Brown 
who waa one of the founders of the place. The word waa manufactured 
_ for this place and is not Indian as is generally asserted and believed. 

LBlbtm. Kane County, Illinois. Tbe original name was Kane, and was named 
I for (ien. Thomas L. Kane, of Pennsylvania. The name was then changed 
I to Blackberry, on account of the great growth of that fruit in the vicinity, 

f and held that name fur many years. Elburn was finally selected by the citi- 

zens as the name of the village, and then the railroad company changed 
the name of the station to correspond with that of the village. The name 
Blbnrn was manufactured for the place. 
Elcbo, Langlade County, WisconsiD, was named by B. P. Door, the pioneer sur- 
veyor in this vicinity, from a place in Scotland that ia pronounced aa this 
I town's name is spelled. 

IrEIdeion, Marathon County, Wisconsin. This is a name made from "Elder" 
I (BambucuB Canadensis) added to the letters "on." This name was can- 

I Btructed and used here, because much elder grew nearby when the place 

I was named. 

' EldoTado, Clay County, Nebraska, was named from the county in California 

in which gold waB discovered. The name is from the Spanish meaning 

' ' the gilded. ' ' 

Eldorado, Fond ilu Lac County, Wisconain, waa named by John 0, Henning 

from the county in California, in which in an early day he had dug gold. 

I Tbe word is from tbe Spanish and means "the gilded." The town was 



platted andei the Dtune of Eldon bj the Pioneer Town Site Companj io 
18SS, but the poBtofiice departmeot in Washington objected to the name, 
and it WBG changed to its present form. 
Eldom, Hardin County, Iowa, waa laid out and named in 1851 and waa made 
the county seat in 1S63. Tbe name came from the Spaoish meaning "the 
gilded," It waa Darned by Mrs. L-ois B. Edgington, who found the name 

Eldoia JTimctlon, Hardin County, Iowa, was named bj Judge W. 9. Porter 
on account of its location being near his home in Eldora, Iowa. 

Eddjr, Lake County, Hlinois, was named in memory of Charles O. Eddy, for 
yearg an ofBcer of tbe railroad. 

Eleanor, Butler County, Iowa, was named by T. J. Hanlon for Mrs. Eleanor 
McDonald. The postoffice Is named Oplington. 

Elgin, Kane County, Illiuoia, was nannEd by James T. Gifford, the original 
owner of the town site, from the old hymn tune ' ' Elgin. ' ' 

Elgin, Wabasha County, Minnesota, was named from the place in Scotland. 

Elgin, Antelope County, Nebraska, waa laid out bj tbe Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1SS7, and named from a nearby poBtofiice which was named from 
Elgin, Illinois. 

Eli, Cherry County, Nebraska, was named for Daniel Webster Hitchcock whose 
nickname wbs "Get there, Eli," who worked for the locating engineer of 
the road. When the town was permanently named the last part of the 
nickname alone was used. 

Elkton, Brookings County, South Dakota, was named from Elkton, Md., the 
early home of one of the officers of the Chicago and North Western Bail- 
way. It was platted by the Western Town Lot Company in 1880. 

Ellswortli, Bamilton County, Iowa, wbb named to honor the memory of Col. 
Elmer E. Ellsworth of the Chicago Zouaves, who was murdered in Virginia 
in the early days of the War of the Eebellion. The town was platted by the 
Western Town Lot Company in 1880. 

Elmlilliat, DuPage County, Illinois. The original name waa Cottage Hill. In 
1870 the name was, on the suggestion of Thomas B. Bryan, changed to Elm- 
burst from the word Elm and the German hoorst, meaning a "place or grove 
of Elm trees. ' ' 

Elmhnist, Langlade County, Wisconain, was named from Elmhurst, DuPags 
County, Illinois. 

Elmo, Grant Connty, WiBcansin. Tbe original name was Junction. It waa 
changed to Elmo by M. T. Johnson from the novel, 8t, Elmo. 

Elmore, Faribault County, Minnesota. The place was named by Marvin Eugfaitt 
in honor of Andrew E. Elmore, "Tie Sage of Mucwanago," an old settler 
of Waukesha and Brown counties. Wis. Mr. Elmore was one of "the 
makers of Wisconsin" and influential in tbe state conventions and legis- 
latures for many years and until his death in 1906. 

Elm Creek, Fall Eiver County, South Dakota, was named from the nearby creek, 
That waa named from the Elm trees that bordered it in an early day. 

Elmwood, Pierce County, Wisconsin. Thia name was suggested by the Elm 
(DimiM AmcTieana) trees that abound here. 

Eliod, Clark County, South Dakota. The original name was Ida, but that became 
obsolete and Elrod was adopted. It was named by Ij. Kinzey for S. H. 
Eliod, a friend of the owner of tbe original town site. 
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', Jueean County, WiBconsin, was oamed "Ell Roy" by J. M. Britnall in 
1858, to diBtinguiah it from "LeKoy," a village in the vicinity. When the 
railroad reached thia place the present name was adopted aa an elision of 
its original eognomen. It ia believed Mr, Britnall adopted the name from 
some plaee in Scotland, as he always claimed the name waa Scotch. 
Elva. BeKalb Connty, Illinois, was named for a. daughter of Joseph F. Gliddin, 

the original owner of the land now occupied by the statioQ and village. 
Embarrass, Waupaca County, Wisconsin. Tho asme is French and was attached 
to a nearby stream. The word means ''obstructed" and was applied to tha 
river becanse it was found full of logs that obstructed canoe niivigatian. 
The name was applied to the town from the river. 
Epimett, Holt County, Nebraska. This place was named for Robert Emmet, tho 
Irish patriot. 

[ Escanaba, Delta County, Michigan. The town was named from the river that 
rung through the place. The name comes from the Anglicization of the 
original Ojibiway Indian name So-schon-hie, which means "flat rock" and 
was given to the river by the Indians becanse the bed was of flat limestone 
rock. Originally the present name was spelled Ecnanawba, but for euphony. 
Perry H. Smith, while vice president of the Chicago and North Western 
Kailway, on the suggestion of Peter White of Marquette, proposed the 
elision of the "w." Tbe suggestion was adapted by the early settlers 
there, and the improved spelling has become established. At a very early 
day the first cluster of houses that were built here, took the name of Sand 
Point, but that was never the corporate name of the place. 

, Kingsbury County, South Dakota, was named by John E. Blunt, one of 
the railroad civil engineers, from Thackeray's novel of this title. The 
town was platted by the Western Town Lot Company in 1883. It ones 
carried the name of "Sana," a Biblical name given it by E. F. Fronde, 
when the first post office was establiBhed here. 

FEsEig, Brown County, Minnesota, was named by C. C. Wheeler, then an officer 
of the Chicago and North Western Kailway, to honor ono of the Brothers 
Essig, who erected the first businesE building in the place. 

[ ZlBteUine, Hamlin County, South Dakota, was named for the daughter of D. J. 
Spalding of Black River Falls, Wia., the owner of the adjoining farm. It 
was platted by the Western Towu Lot Company in 1882. 

f- Svan, Brown County, Minnesota, was named by the first postmaster for his wife 
Eva. Its earlier name was Harmon, which it was given for an early settler 
of the vicinity. 
ETUHton, Cook County, Hlinois. Thia town was named by and for Dr. John 
Evans. Previous to 1855 there waa a postoffiee here that was called Gross 
Point and Eidgeville, the last from the fact that it waa located on a ridge or 
elevation of land that was nearly surrounded with what then were ' ' swamps. ' ' 
This city is the home of Northwestern University. The charter for the univer- 
sity was granted by the legislature of Illinois and approved by the governor on 
Jan. 28, 1851. This proceeding grew out of a meeting that was held in 
Chicago on May 31, 1850, at which meeting were present. Dr. John Evans, 
A, J. Brown, Eov. B. H. Blanchard, J. K. Botsford, Henry W. Clark, Grant 
Goodrich, Rev. Zadoc Hall, Eev. Richard Haney and Orrington Lunt. A 
committee consisting of Dr. John Evans, A. J. Brown, E. G. Meet, 
A. S. Sherman and Grant Goodrich, was appointed to draft a charter 



for a. university, to be establiBhed in or near Chicago, imder tiie pat- 
ronage of the Methodist Episcopal church. Several eites were of- 
fered for the location of the university. By a happy accident, Orringtoo 
Inint "discovered" the land on which the university is located, and he sod 
Dr. EvanB on Aug. 11, 1853, bought the land, 380 acrea, from ita then owner, 
Dr. A. P. Foster of Chicago, for *26,000, or about 871 per acre. The first 
permanent building, Univeraity Hall, was finished ready for oeeupaney 



EVMisvllle, Bock County, Wisconsin, was named by the citizens for Dr. Calvin 
Evans, an early and much beloved physician of the neighborhood. 

Ewlne, Holt County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1882, and was named for " Uncle" Jimmy Ewing, the first man who 
settled in the upper part of the Elkhorn ■Valley, and whose farm was near 

Exeter, Fillmore County, Nebraska, waa named from Exeter, New Hampshire, 
and that wag named from Exeter in England. 

Eyota, Olmsted County, Minnesota, was named by Miio Matteson, from the 
township, and this was named from the Sioui Indian word iyotak or tyotnn, 
meaning "greatest" "most." 

Falrbnm, Custer County, South Dakota. Was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 1886. This is a eompositjon name made up of the affii "fair" 
and the Scotch "burn" (a brook or ereek) and mas used becauae this waa 
an attractive location on a small and unnamed ereek. 

Fairfax, Linn County, Iowa, was originally called Vanderbilt for Jacob Vander- 
bilt an early settler. The present name came from Fairfax County in Vir- 
ginia, and that from Lord Fairfax, the grHudaon of Lord Culpeper, a great 
and early land owner in Virginia. 

Faiifaz, Gregory Connty, South Dakota, 
of the Turney familiy who owned m 



IS named by Mrs. Isabella B. Turney 
nuch la,ild in the vicinity, from Fairfax 
was named for Lord Fairfax, the grand- 
wner m the earh dsvs of Virginia 
as named from ita situation on a hill 
■aa ongiaailv called Firnhim for E E 
ra who built the railroad through this 
n 1881 insisted upon having the namo 
selected The town w-ia platted under 
the name of Farnham by the Western Town Lot Company in 18S1. 
Fanlkton, Faulk County, South Dakota,, was platted by the Western Town Lot 
Company in 1SS6, and was named for Andrew J. Fanlk, the third governor 
of the Territory of Dakota. 

e was taken from ancient my- 



Conrt House, Virginia. That 
Bon of Lord Culpeper, a large land c 
Fftinnont, Martin County, Minnesota ^ 
Famhainville, Calhoun County lowi i 
Farnham. one of the ei\i! engine' 
place. The postofBee department 
id, and the present 



inty, Michig 



FatmuB, Menomini 

thology. 
Fellows, Roek County, Wiaeonsin, 
Fennlmore, Grant Connty, W 



named for a nearby land owner, 
was named Fennimore Center from the 
township with "Center" added thereto. The township was named for M. 
Fennimore, an early settler. In 1881 the word " Center" was dropped from 
the name of village and station. 
Fenwood, Marathon County, Wiaeonsin, was platted by the Milwaukee, Lake 
Shore and Western Railway in 1891, and was so named because a great num- 
ber of trees and shrubbery (a wood) grew in a nearby "fen" or "marsh," 
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Fentoii, KoBButh County, Iowa, was platted by the Western Town Lot Company^ 

I. Sen&tor B, E. FentoB,! 



a named for e 



ind U. 



% platted by the Weatcrn Town Lot's 
W. H. Furnay, one of tlia sarvejoctiB 



11 
1 Fl 



1S99 and t 

of New York. 
Femoy, Brown County, South Dakota, wai 

Campiiny in IHSti and waa nameii for 

who laid out tho town. 
Fisber, CoBverge County, Wyoming, was named for P. H. Fisher, the c 
X. H. Cattle ranch that waa nearby, 
'ottennan. Converse County, Wyoming, waa named from Fort Fetterman, whiohw^ 

waa Dear this location. The fort waa named by the United StateB>| 

for Lieut. Col. W. J. Fetterman, who was killed by the Indians i 

oember, lS6(i, at Fort Phil. Kearney in Wyoming. 

i8i Ogle County, IIHnoia, waa named from the township, and that was i 

for Kichacd P. Plagg, one of the first settlers. 
Florence, Florence County, Wiaconain, waa named by Col. H, D. Piaher, orM 

the owners of the town site for Mrs, Florence Hulst, the wife of Dr. N. P.J 

HulBt of Milwi 
FlatEock, Delta County, Michigan. This is a. transliteration of the Tudiaa word,! 

Flickvllle, Clay County, Nebraska, was named for a nearby old settler. 

Fond du Iiac, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, was named for the landing on thai j 
lake, and that was named by the French trappers, traders and expior 
cause it was at the ' ' end of the lake ' ' (Winnebago). 

Footvllle. Rock County, WiscouBin, was named for and by Ezra A. Foot, who. 
owned the town site and who waa one of the earliest settlers in the yi-| 
Einity. In an early day the town waa called "Bachelor's Grove" foi 
family of that name who were the first settlers in the grove. 

Ford River, Delta County, Michigan, waa named from the river, and that waj».ij 
naraet! for Thomas Ford, governor of IllinoiB, 1842-46. who had explored ■ 1 
portion of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and had mentioned i 
history of Illinois, 

Fostervllle, Vilaa County, WiEcouBin, was named for John M. Foster, president.4 
and general manager of the Vitas Lnmber Company located here. Mr. Foator \ 
resides st Granville, Mich. 

Fort Pierre, Stanley County, South Dakota. There is much confusion in the a1 
tainable recordi; aa to the exact location of the forta that were built on th 
west aide of the Missouri Biver, and that in the em! came to be known a 
Fort Pierre. None of them were established by the United States and henc« J 
the United States army records do not give their full history. The follow- T 
ing seema to be the facts ii 

"A fort waa built by Joseph La Framboise, an Indian trader in ISIT 
* • * at the mouth of Teton Biver." Another fort was built by one 
of the fur' companies in 1S3S, some nay below the mouth of Teton Kiver. 
Masimillion the Prince of Weid, wha was here in 1832, aays "it was just 
about the mouth." Both these forts were abandoned and the first real , 
Fort Pierre was erected higher up the r 
can Fur Company in 1831-2 and is knowi 
month of the Teton Kiver. (This strea 
MisBonri Biver as well as Teton Biver. 
pears as Wak-pa-shic-lia (which is Sioui 



I'er. This was built by the Ameri- 
to have been three miles above the | 
u waa called Bad Bivet and Little J 
On some of the maps it now ap- I 
[ Indian for a bad river), and o 
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June 1333, for Pieir* 
1 the fort Trben it nai 
ntercd xt this fort in 
by the fur 



otbera as Bad river.) This fort waa ehriaten 
Choteau, Jr., of St. Louia, Mo., who was on a '< 
named. Gen. Harney with a force of 1,200 n 
th« winter of 1855-6. The fort was abandoned and di 
oompany in 1857. In ]S57 a fur trader built another Fort Pierre three 
milea above the old one. Another new Fort Pierre, a fur company'! trading 
post was built in 1859 two miles above the original Fort Pierre. It was 
abandoned in 1S63 at the time of the Sioux Indian outbreak. A Fort Co- 
lumbia was built by the Columbia Fur Company in 1S23 on the west bank 
of the Missouri Eivor (not the east bank, as some writers have claimeii) a 
Bhort distance below the first Fort Pierre (this must not bo confounded with 
the Forts Teton). The Port Pierre of the American Fur Company was 
the moat considerable atation of that company on the Missouri Biver. 
When Maximillion visited it in 1S33-4, it was surrounded by Bioux Indiana 
moatly of the Teton band, but with them were also some oC the Yankton 
hand, as both bands with others, traded at this post. Maximillion gives a 
lengthy account and a picture of the fort, and made a long stay there, 
studying the Indians and tue Qora anil fauna of the country around the fort. 
At no point on the Missouri River, saving possibly the mouth of the Yel- 
lowstone Hiver, waa there clustered as much of the work of the ..fur trader 
and the life of hia Indian allies as about Fort Pierre. We have the dim his- 
tory of many "forts" and "posta' ' besides those we have named that were 
eatabliBbed around this point: Fort Teeumaeh, Sublette's Fort, Campbell's 
Fort, the Fort of Papin and of Cerro, were all about the mouth of the 
Teton River and on the west bank of the Missouri Hiver. On the east bank 
were Port Aui Cedres or Loieellea ' Post, Fort Lookout, Fort Kiawa, Fort 
Recovery or Cedar Fort, Fort George and Fort Defiance or Fort Boia. These 
forts or trading posts depended entirely on the Indians who roamed over 
the prairies weat of the river to and perhaps beyond "The Black Hills," 
where Deadwood and other mining camps and towns are now located. The 
Indiana came to these trading posts in preference to going to those in the 
valley of the Platte River, as those were frequented by the Indians of the 
far soutbwestorn plains, who were under Spanish domination and who had 
BO use for the Indians of the northern prairies. 

De Land 'a map of Fort Pierre and surroundings when read from the south 
shows Port George on the west bank of the Missouri Kiver just below and 
opposite the mouth of Medicine Knoll Creek, which flowed into the Mia- 
Houri River from the east, the Indians called this creek pa-hah-wa-kan; 
then Teton Post, Fort la Framboiae, Post Sublette and Campbell, Port 
Teenmseh, "Old" Fort Pierre (one and one-half miles north of the loca- 
tion of the present city of Pierre), New Fort Pierre (two miles north of Old 
Fort Pierre), Fort Galpin (the trading pout of Mr. Oalpin of the American 
Fur Co.), a second Fort La Framboiae (supposed to have been at the point 
where the village of Port Pierre is now located) and Fort Primeau. On the 
east side of the Missouri Biver reaJiog from the south, the following point* 
are shown; Old Fort Sully, American Fur Company's Fort and American 
P^r Company's Post. Prom what is shown above it ia clear that the name 
Fort Pierre referred quite as much to the locality as to the ponta or forts 
proper, and in the loose language of the day any location within ten, fifteen, 
or even twenty miles of Port Pierre proper, wag called Fort Pierre. The 
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first Fort Pierre in North America was built between 1730 and 1740 t 
Kainy Lake on a point of land where the preseot city of Bainy Lake 
cated in Northeaatern Minnesota by Pierre la Verendrye, a French explorer, 

Toiest Junction, Calumat County, Wisconsin, waa named from the fact, that 
when eBtabliahed, Ihe town and station were in a dense forest at the junc- 
tion of another railrnad. 

Tort Atkinson, Jefferson County, Wiseonsio, was named by Dwight Foster, to 
honor GeneraJ Henry Atkinson, the Indian fighter of tlie early days of the 
northwest and especially in. the Black Hawk War. 

Tort Bobinaon, Dawes County, Nebraska, was laid out by Col. W. H. Carter, 
United States Army, and was named for the nearby United States military 
post, which was named by the United States War Department for Lieut. 
Bobinson of the 14th United States Infantry, who had been killed by In- 
dians just before this fort was establiahod. 

Fort Howard, Brown County, Wisconsin. Thia village and station were named 
from Fort Howard, a fort that in an early day was built here for protection 
against the Indians. It was named for a United States Army OfEeer. This 
place is now a portion of the city of Green Bay. 

Tort Sheridan, Lake County, Illiooia. Was oamed from the fort that is loeatod 
here; that was named by the United States War Department in honor of 
Qen. Philip H. Sheridan. 

«T Oity, Dickinson County, Michigan, was named "Burnt Bluffs" and then 
changed to Foster City tor Foster Brothers, prominent lumbermen 

Tocter, Pierce County, Nebraska, was named ior George Foster, long a statin 
agent on the railroad, and who owned land surrounding this town 

Tax Lake, Martin County, Minnesota, nas platted by the Western Town Lot 
Company in 1S99, and was named from the nearby lake which the Indians 
nailed hosh-a-rac-ah-tah, "fox." 

Fox Point, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, was named from the English word 
equivalent to the Indian hosh-a-rac-ah-tah, "a fox." 

Fox Blvei, Kenosha County, Wisconsin, was named from the river on the banks 
of which the village is situated. The river was named for the English 
word that represents the Indian word hosh-a-Tac-ah-tah, "a. foi." 

Fortietli Street (Chicago) Cook County, Illinois. This name merely indicates a 
point that is shown on the time table of the road. The name has no his- 
torical significance. Here are located the Chicago shops of the Chicago and 
North Western Railway and that explains the location of this station. 

fianbfort, Spink County, South Dakota, was named from tha place of this name 
(Frankfort-on-t he-Main) in Germany. It was platted by the Western Town 
Lot Company in 18S2, and named by Foster and Fisher, who owned land in 
the vicinity. 

.Fxancifl Creek, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. This place was named from t.ho 
nearby stream. The stream was named for the founder in A. D. 1208 of thn 
h'raneiscan Order, St. Francis of Aaaisi in Italy, His father, Signer Bamar- 
eione, was traveling in France when his son was born. The mother named 
the child Giovanni, but when, the father returned he was not pleased with 
the name and gave him that of Franeisca, whence comes the English 
Francis. In French it is Francois. 




J 

I 



Franklin Qrove, Lee County, Illinois, was named from a nearb7 grove of treea, 
and this was named for James B. Fraakiin, an earl; settler in tbis grove. 
At one time tba village is said to have been known as Chaplio, bat no 
records now seem accessible to prove the story. 

rreeman, Kane County, Illinois, was named for John Freeman, the original 
owner of the town site. 

Freeport, Stephensun County, Itlinois. The earliest nama of this place was 
Winneahielc. It took the name because it was the home of Winneshiek, an 
Indian chief. The name means "five" or "plenty waters." The burying 
ground of the tribe this chief belonged to is now covered by the freight 
station and yard of the Chicago and North Western Railway in Freeport. 
When Winneshiek and hia tribe -were removed beyond the Mississippi 
Eiver, the place name Jisappeared. In 1835, William Baker and William 
Kirkpatriek settled here, and in 1837 laid out a town and named it Freeport. 
Mrs. William Baker suggested this name as she said it would truthfully 
depict to posterity, the unbounded and continuous hospitality that wel- 
comed every "new corner" at the Baker home. The "welcome" ■rf'aa 
uaatinted and was given "without money and without price" and con- 
tinued as long BB Mr. Baker lived. 

Fremont, Dodge County, Nebraska. The first settlement hero, was made ia 
1856 when John C. Fremont the explorer, was running for president of tha 
United States. It was first named "Jessie Benton Fremont" for the wife 
of the explorer, who was a daughter of Thomas H. Benton, long time United 
States senator from Missouri. In time the name was changed to its pres- 

Frlday, Delta County, Michigan, was named for Joseph Friday, an early settler. 

FrOBt, Faribault County Minnesota, was named for Charles S. Frost, an archi- 
tect of Chicago. 

Fulton, Whiteside County, Illinois, was named for Eobert Fulton, the inventor 
of steamboats. 

Fulton Junction, Whiteside County, Illinois, was named from its relation to the 
nearby city of Fulton. 

Fnmee, Dictinson County, Michigan, was named for a nearby lake. Its nama 
is a corniptioa of Fumay, a city in France, and was given the lake by i 
French explorer from that city. 

Qftgen, Oneida County, Wisconsin, was named for Daniel Gagen, a local land 
owner and the pioneer ot the place. 

OaJbraith, Kossuth County, Iowa, was named (or Senator Galhraith, a well 
known politician of Iowa. When first established the place was called 
Morton Siding for a nearby farmer. 

Galena, Jo Davieas County, Illinois, wae named in 1S19 by Samuel C. Miner, 
an early settler, from the load ore (Galena) found in its vicinity. The 
early French explorers called the place de feve "the bean," and they called 
the river it ia on la riviere de feve, because of the immense quantity of wild 
"beans" found growing upon its banks. The name of the river has been 
corrupted into fievre (fever) which gave rise to the impression that the place 
was unhealthy. 

Qalesvllle, Trempealeau County, Wisconsin, was named for Oeorge Gale, the 
original owner of the town site. 
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IkUoway, Sfaawano Count7, Wisconsin, was named (or C. A. Gallawaj of the 
Moo re -Galloway Company o( Fond du Jjae, Wis., and a large owner ot land 
near here. 
It, Whiteside County, Illinois, tbo original name waa Como, named from 
Lake Como in Italy. Tbe name was changed to honor Joho Gait, the owner 
of tbe town Bite, 
Its, Ida County, Iowa, waa named from Galva in Henry County, lUinoii, 
whence many o£ the fanners of the village came. The name is an Angli- 
cized form of the Swedish Gelfe and waa tbe home name of Olaf Johnson, 
one of the oldest, if not the oideHt, Swedish settler in Henry County, 111. 
irden Pialrle, Boone County, Illinois. Tbo first name applied to this village 
was Amcsville, for an old settler. Because of the fertility of the soil and 
tbe beauty of its natural plants, it was thought to resemble a garden, and 
hence the early settlers gave it its present name. 

Lyon Couaty, Minnesota, was firat named Kent, for Father Kent, a mis- 
sionary of Chicago, but its name was chauged to hooor H. C. Garvin, tbe 
BOD of one of the oldest employes of the Chicago and North Western RaiU 
way. The town was platted under the name of Terry, for General A. H. 
Terry of the U. S. Army, in 1886 by the Winona and St. Peter Railroad 
Company. 
Gtrwin, Tama County, Iowa, wag named for Train Despatcher Garvin. 
Qarr, Deuel County, South Dakota, was named for U. B. Gary of Marshall, 
Micnesota, who was an official of the postoffice department in the early 
days of this State. The town was platted by the Winona and 8t. Fetei 

I Bailioad Company in 1877. 

Qeseva, Kane County, Iliinoia, waa named by James Herrington, the original 
owner of the town site, from the place of this name in New York state. 
L This was done in honor of C. B. Dodaon, who had emigrated from that 

^^^H place to Kane County, III., when this village was established. Geneva in 

^^^^b New York state was named from Geneva in Switzerland. 
^^^^Kteneva, Fillmore County, Nebraska, was named in 1S71 by Miss Emma Mc- 
^^^H Cauley, a daughter of Col. A, C. McCauley, who owned the farm on which 
^^^H the couaty seat was established, and named from Geneva, Kew York, That 
^^^^1 place was named from Geneva in Snitserland. 

^^^BStOloa Jnnctlon, Walworth County, Wisconsin, was named from the fact that it 
^^^^B was the .junction of two lines of railroad. Before the roads were built the 
^^^^H settlement was called Genoa, and was named from the town in New York 
^^^P state. That was named from the city in Italy. 

^^^^Oontian, Marquette County, Michigan, was named by W. B. Linsley for the 
" flower, the fringed gentian {Gentiana corinata) that abounded there. The 

place waa first named Harvey for T, W. Harvey of Chicago, a pioneer lum- 
|l berman. 

Georgia, Cherry County, Nebraska, waa named for George A. Frost, a stuttering 

II carpenter, who so spoke his own name as Georgia, and as a joke, more than 
for any other reason, the name waa given to and is still held by the town. 

Il aattjsbnrg, Potter County, South Dakota, was named from tbe battlefield in 

'I Pennsylvania, bceauae many of the early settlers near here had been sol- 

diers in the fight on that field. The town waa platted by the Western 



F'mn: It kaa bc«a u kiatoric ipot for f ortj-f I'e jeajs. for it wu &t tliat 
potBl tha* Ike Ia<liaB ekief WUte Lodge fled witk ki* c^ilrea at tkc clow 
•f tkc Sou ladian wu. On AngBBt 20. 1M2. a ^ull Tttlrmraf at I^k« 
netak, Mmmj Coontj, Minn., s>* attacked bjr K«bz laAaaa, wk«B White 
Ledfe, • BiaaetoD ladian chief and one kttadred ef Ua warrion wer* 
tke laaiwiai wlien all the adult wkite malea vera kiDed, a»d tke ekil- 
dren aad tke womee were taken, into eaptiTitj. Whit* Ledge, Uttlc 
Crow, Sleeping E^ea, Pawn and Big Bead, eonvered Ike captives to tke 
Miaaouri Bi*«r, to a point where Swan Creek empties into that river, about 
• aula and a half from the preaeot site of Le Bean. A iofal legend sa?* tlut 
■lioTtiy after tbeir arrival on the river, Galpin, a trader of the American 
Tm Company wu paadng down the river, and arriving at the earap 
ot Whitt Lodge, was aaked to come ashore and trade; Imt before be could 
land, Ualpin's wife diteovercd the Indians were hostile and warned ker 
hoaband. When the boat swang out into the river again, a white woman 
ran down the shore and called to the trappers that a partv of nine were 
held captive by the Indians, and implored them to come to their relief. 
Wbeo Mr. Galpin reached Fort Pierre, where he was castodian of the pott, 
and wbirli was the next laDilinjr below Le Bean on the river, be told the 
Indians who were there the story of the capture of the whites. Araund 
the fort, was a party of eleven young Indians, who at once formed them- 
selves into a resene band, and resolved to go to the relief of the women 
and cbildren. This little bsod, it is said, was comprised of Jforlin Charger, 
SitU-ajid-Comei, Four Bear, Mad Bear, Pretty Bear, Sitting Bear, Smift 
Bird, One Rib, Slrikeg Fire, Bed Dog, and Charging Dog, ail of whom 
belonged to Two Kettle band of Tetons, with the exception of Charger. 

The little band departed from Fort Pierre on Nov. 15, 1862, and four 
days later reached the camp of While Lodge. Tbey asked for a eoundl 
with the chief. 

Charger wag appoiuled spokesman for the party and spoke in behalf of 
the rescuers. He said; "We have come here to buy the white captives and 
give them hack to their people. We will give you horses for them at!-, all 
the horses that we have." The reply of White Lodge disheartened tfae 
young indiaiiB. as the ultimatum of the chief seemed to sound the death 
linell of the white captives. 

Charger renewed his offer of the horses and kept persistently at the 
chieftain, that night and weil into the next day, before the proposition was 
finally accepted, and the boys were told to bring their horses into camp. 
Tbey did so, and tfae captives were turned over to them. The boys started 
back to Fort Pierre with their party on tiie evening of Nov. 29, 1862, and 
reached Port Pierre six days afterward, nearly frozen and almost starved 
to death. The captives were finally turned over to their friends and the 
Indian rescuers were rewarded by tbe United States. The name "Le Beau" 
is a corruption of the French Le boeuf (the buffalo), a name first applied 
to a man who, from his sies and sluggishment moved like a buffalo. 

How much truth or how much fiction there it in this story is very dilfi- 
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cult to determine at thii time. It is history however, that after Gen. Bib- 
Je^ bad at Wood Lake on Bept. 2S, 1S62, thoroughly whipped the ludian* 
in a hard fought battle, they fled towards the Missouri River, and that o« 
Dee. 25, 1862, they were on the river above I'ort Pierre with 500 to I.OOO 
wariiara getting' ready for the destructiou ia the spring of 1863 of at) 
the White* in weBtem MioneaotB, sad Dakota territory. Little Oow waa 
the leader in the war and vowed an awful vengcaaee against the whitea 
beeause a lot of bis followers, who had been captured by Gen. Sibley, wera 
hanged before the campaign of 1863 was inaugurated. 

0«ll«d, KoHUth County, lona, was named from the flrM ByllabloB of the names 
of the townthips on each side of it, viz.: "Ger" from Germanic, and "leri" 
from Ledyard. 

Gkmt, Lyon County, Minnesota, was named by a Belgian priett (who loeated a 
colony at this place), from his native city in Belgium. This town waa 
platted under the name of Grand View by the Winona and St. Peter BmI- 
road Company in 1878. 

BittnA, 'Hordia County, Iowa, was named for C. T. GifEord, an early settler «b« 
isdueed a railroad company to establish a station here. 

Gilbert, Btory County, Iowa, was named by and for George Gilbert, who was 
the original owner of the town site. 

Oilbeita, Kane County, Illinois, was named by the Galena and Chicago TToioB 
BaitroAd for Amata Gilbert, an early settler. Iti earlier name was Butlaoi- 
ville, which it was given by E. P. Stark, the first supervisor, from Butland, 
Vt., whence he had emigrated. The Veruioat Rutland was named from 
Butland in Liecestershire, England. 

Olle, Iron County, Wisconein, was named for Gordon H. Gile, of Oshkoah, Wis., 
who wa« largely interested in iron ore mines and mining in the vicinity, 
and who was one of the owners of the Northern Chief Iron Company. 

OUlUlaa, Redwood County, Minnesota, was named for C. D. Gilfillan of Minne- 
apolis, who owned much land in the vicinity. The postoffice is Morgan. 

CHUt^e, Macoupin, County, Illinois. Tliis place was named for Judge Josepa 
Gillespie, a notel jurist of central Illinois, and who for many years bad large 
politieal and other influence in this county. 

Oliud JoDCtlOi), Macoupin County, ItlinDis, was so named because of its near- 
ness to the city of Girard. That city was named for Stephen Girard of 
Philadelphia, Pa., at one time the richest man in the United States, and 
who gave his great fortune to found and support Oirtird College, one of th« 
most beneficent institutions in the country. 

OUlett, Oeonto County, Wisconsin, was named for K. Gillett, one of the first 
settlers in the county. 

GUdbiook, Tama County, Iowa. This aamc was made up and applied to this 
place by a prominent officer of the Chicago and North Western Railway 
Company. 

Olea, Sioux County, Nebraska, was so named because descriptive of the vicinity. 

BIell1>etlall,,EUieboygan County, Wisconsin. This name was made by the origiii»l 
owner of the town site by combining the word "Glen," which deseribeit 
the location, and "Beulah" the given name of the mother of one of tbe 
eontraetors who built the railroad through the place. This Scriptural name 
is snpposed to mean "beautiful land" or "land of Sowers," and well da- 
ribed this place when it was established. 
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CUencoe, Cook County, Illinois. Tbis ie a. manu factored name aa used here, aod 
WM devised bj W. S. Ouroee a well kaona citizen ol earlj Chicago, and 
vrho SB a contractor built the railroad through this place. To the word 
"Qlen" — which was suggested to him by the many glens that are around 
the village — be added "Coe" which was bis wife's maiden name. 

Olendale, Monroe County, Wjsoonaiu, waa named by James K. Lyon, an early 
settler, because ' ' he fancied the name when he met with it in hig reading. ' ' 

(Men BUyn, DuPage County, Illinois. Jts earliest name was Danby. In 1876 it 
was changed to Prospect Park. Ttie present name has reference to a nearby 
glen. To that waa added "for euphony" the last part of the name. 

Qlen Bock, Converse County, Wyoming, Was named from the fur trailerB' and 
trappers' name for a large rock that had been a sentiuel £or generations to 
travelers over this part of the conotry, 

Olidden, Carroll County, Iowa, was named by the original owners of the town 
Bite in honor of Capt. W. T. Glidden of Salem and Boston, Mass., one of the 
earliest and most steadfast friends of tbe project of building a railrotid 
across the state of Iowa. 

Qoebner, Seward County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 1887, and named for John F. Coehner, a member of the Ne- 
braska legislature, and a prominent merchant of Seward, Neb., who owned 
an interest in the town site. 

Goge1>iC, Gogebic County, Michigan. The word is Indian — a contraction of 
agojebio, meaning "roeky" or "rocky shore," or "rocky divideil lake." 
Anotber Indian word "goebxng" ia also used to denote the same things. 
Gv-ffwa-ga-bing, another Indian word meaning "the place of diving," has 
been given as the origin of Gogebic. 

Oolden Eeward, Lawrence County, South Dakoota, was named from the "Golden 
Reward Gold Mine" nearby. 

Goldfield, Wright County, Iowa. The name of this station is an example of 
elision and substitution. The early settlers desired to honor one of them 
by naming the village after him. His name waa BrassGeld. It was thought 
that this would not do for the village, and consequently they discarded the 
"Brass" and for it substituted "Gold," and Goldfield resuUetl. 

GDOdvin, Deuel County, South Dakota, waa named for Geo. P. Goodwin, the first 
land commissioner o£ the Chicago and North Western Eailway Company; 
it was platted by the Winona and St. Peter RaOroad Company in 1878. 

Goofle Iiake, Clinton County, Iowa. The original name of this station was 
"O'Brien," but owing to the fact that there waa another place of this 
name in Iowa in 18TS the name was changed to Goose Lake. This name 
was taken from a nearby lake, that waa a great resort for wild geese. 

GooM Lake, Marquette County, Micbigan. This station was namod from a 
nearby lake. The lake was named from its palpable resemblance to a goose 
in flight. 

Gordon. Sheridan County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1SS5, and was named for John Gordon of Sioux City, who undertook 
to take a train of wagons into the Black Sills, when that couotry was still 
a part of the Indian reservation, and closed to white settlors. He was over- 
taken at a point four or five miles from where this station now is, by a lien- 
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comtnand of a. detaehment of IT. S. eavalry. Qordon's 
turned loose, and wagons and freight piled id a beep and bnrned — for whiekJ 
lieutenant wbb afterwards dismiaaed from the service. 
Webster County, Iowa, waB named from a place in Scotland. 
Onrland, Cook County, IllinoiB, was named for a nearby land owner, who 1ib4 

an intereet in this village. 
Grand JdhcUdu, Green Connty, Iowa. Tbe early citizens of this place named II 

from the fact that here, two railroads formed a junction. 
■I^nnt, Brookinga County, South Dakota, was named on the soggeation of an em- 
ploye, of the railroad that runs through the place. The man's name wa« 
Grant, but it is contended the place was not named for him, but merely 
that the name was ahort and convenient in telegraphic work and beesuao 
there waa no other place so named in South Dakota. 
Grand Mound, Clinton County, Iowa. Tliia station wag intended to be named 
"Sand Hound," from a high aand mound three milea distant, but 
I when the name was recorded, a mistake was made in the apelling and the 

village name became "Orand Hound." 
Oiegory, Gregory County, South Dakota, waa named from the county, which 

was named for J. 3. Gregory, a well known legislator of South Dakota. 
Orand EapIdB, Wood County, Wisconsin, waa named from tbe rapids (falls) in 
the Wiseonsin River at this point. The west side of the city waa formerly 
called Centralia, but in 1309 the town was consolidated under the present.- 



ITlIle, Sioux County, Iowa, waa named for Sir Richard Granville 
ville, a British navigator. This place was platted nnder the 
Grenville, by the Western Town Lot Company in 1882. The stati 

spelled Granville. This confusion arises from the fiict that tbe way ths 
navigator spelled his name is not known. He explored the eastern coast of 
North America in 15S5. 

Green Valley, Shawano County, Wisconsin, was named from the valley in which 
it is .situated. The valley was named because of the vast growth of evw- 
green trees that filled it when it was first visited by the whites. 

Granville, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, whs named from the township and 
that waa named by C. T, Everts, an early settler who had formerly lived 
Granville, Washiogton County, N. Y. Granville, N. Y., was named for John 
Carteret, Earl Qrauville, a British statesman. 

Gray, Audubon County, Iowa, waa named for George Gray, who owned the 
on which it was located. 

Green Bay, Brown County, Wisconsin. The first name of the station for thli 
town was Port Howard, and was on the west bank of Fox rivi 
named for sn early United States army fort and post calied Fort 
Howard, which stood on or adjacent to the station grounds. The historic 
point on the east bank of Fox Kiver was named Green Bay from tbe bay (of 
Lake Hicbigan) on wbich it was founded. The bay opens at tbe north into 
the lake and extends southward into Wisconsin. It is about 100 miles long 
and ten to twenty miles wide. The Fox Biver of Wisconsin enters the bay 
at its southwest extremity. The bay was called by the early French "la 
grande hate," (the large bay) which waa corrupted into the present name. 
The French trappers and traders also called the bay "baie de paatts." 
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Harqaette and Jotiet visited tbis point in Maj, 1673, when enrouta from 
Mkekinac to discover the Miiiissippi River, and which they reached oa 
Jane 17, 1673. From that day on. the location of the city oE Green Bajr 
was a meeting point for ladiaa and miaBioDary and trader. When the eitf 
wBi platted, it was believed bj its founders that it •rould be tbe.grest city 
of the weat. People floeked to it from all quarters, and a veritable ' ' boom ' ' 
in ' 'corner lots" followed. Even the far-seeing; and wise John Jacob Attor 
waa caught by the " boom " and invested much money in the filace. A fort 
waa built by the United States on the west bank of the river and wm 
named Fort Howard (See Fort toward in this book). Kadisson and 
Groaielliers found Winnebago Indians on or near the location of this city, 
and say that the^ were called P^tanU, or in English Stinkards, and that 
the bay "was named Bate de puaitts from these Stinking Indians." Aator 
built a hotel here and called it The Astor House. The original town of 
Astor wag pl.itted by J. J. Astor bttt opposing plats were made and their lO' 
cations were called Navarino from the place in Greece and Ellisa for one 
of the platters. All these were Snally consolidated with Aster's town. 

Otmii Bar Junction, Brown County, Wi sconain, waa so named owing to the near- 
ness of the city of Green Bay. It ig really a portion of that city. 

arten Lake, Green Lake County, WiscnnBia, waa named from the adjacent lake. 
The French called it Lae Verde, the whitea who settled around the lake 
merely Anglicized it. The main village is a mile from the railroad station 
and ia called Dartford. It was named by and for J. N. Dart, an early settler 
in the county. Mr. Dart also named Montello, the county aeat of Marquette 
County, 

OrMnvllle, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, waa named by Anton Becker, from 
the township. 

OrMluun, York County, Nebraska, waa platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in IBS?, and was named by George W. Post for Judge W. Q. Gresham, 
once a United States cabinet officer and .iudge of the United States court. 

dlMley, Emmet County, Iowa, was platted under the name of M:iple Hill, be- 
cause of a nearby hill that was crovined with a maple grove. It waa platted 
in 1899 by the Western Town Lot Company. The station was named Grid- 
ley by the railway company for Gen. Ashel Gridley, a banker and large 
land owner of Btoomington, 111. 

Gllmtns. Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, was named for a prominent settler and 
property owner nearby. 

OlOBs Park, Cook County, Illinois, was named by and for S. E. Grass, the 
origiual owner of the town site. 

Oroton, Brown County, South Dakota, wai named from Groton, Masa., which 
was named from a place in England owiwd by the family of Deane Win- 
throp, whose name headed the petition that asked for the grant of land 
from the Maaaschusetts government to the people who finally established 
Oroton, Mass. 

Guekeen, Faribault, County, Minnesota, was laid out under the name of Derby 
by the Western Town Lot Company in 19DD. The present name was given to 
the village to honor an old settler of the vicinity. 

QnmueT, Poweshiek County, Iowa, was named by Moses F. Morton, an early 
settler from Ohio. It was platted by the Weatem Town Lot Company ia 



1684. Guernief County, Obio, from -which this town was aamad, was naiaai; 
uigrautB from the island of Gueroaej that Um between England aad 

; Pierce County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany ia 18S3. Tbe word is a comption of the German Sadtr, which mean* 
■J. "misunderstanding or wordy argument," and was given the town owing 
to tbe settlement of a dispute between two early settlers. The name was 
intended to keep the memories of this diipute constantly in mind. 
Mkley, Vilas County, Wisconsin, was named for C. H. Eaekley of Muskegon, 
Michigan, who was interested in tbe Phelps, Bonnen Lumber Company'* 
mill that is located here. 

Bahnwimnii, Whiteside County, Illinois, was named from tbe towusbip it ia in, 
and that was named Hahnaman for an early settler aad to bo 
ory of Samuel Hahoemann, tbe great homeopathic physician. The spelling 
of the name of the station was changed for euphony. 

Halbur, Carroll County, Iowa, was nam«d by ex-Gov. 0. H. Manning of I< 
for Anton Halbur, the owner of the farm adjoining the station. 
laid out by the Western Town Lot Company in 1881. 

Haifa, Emmett County, Iowa, was laid out by the Western Town Lot Com- 
I pany in 1889, and was named from the Wadi Haifa in Egypt. The Egyp- 

tian name is also spelled Halfai by travelers on the Nile. 

Banford, Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, was named for Hanford McNider a son 
of C H. McNidcr the president of the fHrat National Bank of Mason City, 

Hanlontvwn. Worth County, Iowa, was ijameil for James Hanlon of Magon City, 

Iowa, who was the original owcer ot the town site. 
HanOTflT, Bock County, Wisconsin. The original name was "Bass Creek." It 

was changed by John Higgins, the owner of the town site, to honor many 

of bis neighbors who had emigrated from Hanover, in Germany. 
Hirconrt, Webster County, Iowa, was named by an admirer of the British states- 
man of this name. It was platteJ by the Western Town Lot Company 

in ISBl. 
Hardwood, XMckinson County, Michigan. The name was taken from a long 

established postoflGce of the vicinity. That was named beeanse it wns 

located in a d^nse hardwood forest. 
Hailan, Shelby County, Iowa, was named for United States Senator Harlan of 

Iowa. It was laid out and made the county seat in April, 1859. 
Harlem, Winnebago County, Illinois, was named from Harlem, In New York 

State, for tbe curious reaion that that Harlem was six miles from New 

York City, and this is six miles from Kochford, 111. 
Harris, Menominee County, Michigan, was named for M. B. Harris, a merchant 

and shipper of forest products, who lived here when the town was located, 
Harrison, Sioux County, Nebraska. The town was fir<tt named Bowen for John 

S. Bowen of Blair, Neb., but by vote of the citizens, the name was changed 

to Harrison in honor of Benjamin Harrison, president of the United States. 
HaMson, Lincoln County, Wiaeonsin. 3t was originally called Mitchell for an 

old settler, but tbe name was ehnnged to honor ex-President Benjamin 

Harrison. 
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Marquette and Joliet visited tbis point in Ma;, 1673, n 
Ukckinac to discover the Minissippi River, anil wbicL 
June IT, 1673. Prom that da; on, the location of tli' 
vaB a meeting point tor Indian aad misaionory and tr:i > 
was platted, it waa believed hj ita fouaders that it *••" 
ot the west. People flocked to it from all quarter*, aoi! 
in "corner Iota" followed. Even the far-ieeiug and <^ 
-wai caught by the "boom" and iaveated much man';, 
wag built b)- the United States on the west bank 
named Fort Howard (See Fort Howard in thin ' 
Orosielliers found Winnebago Indians on or near t'l 
and sa; that they were called PuanU, or in P: . 
the baj> "nas named Bate de jmants from tli' 
built a hotel here and called it The Aat.)g 
Afitor was platted by J. J. Astor but opposi^^ 
cations were called Navarino from the pUii'-. ■- 
of the platters. All these were finally consokiiiii - 

Onm Bay Jnnction, Brown County. WJsi^oniiin, « .'■ 

nes* of the city of Green Bay. It is (flally s ;>. ' ^ _. 

Otam I>ake, Green Lake County, Wisconsin, wa* '■ 
The French called it Lao Terde, tli» whi'i ■ 
merely Anglicised it. The main villngu ia « • 
and is called Dartford. It was oamed by and ' 
in the county. Mr. Dart also named Mnn;' 
County. 

OraeiiTllle, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, ir»4 
the township. 

OrMluua, York County, Nebraska, was plattm 
pany in 1887, and was named by Gi'of j' ' 
once a United States cabinet ofli'''.' 

OzldleT, Emmet County. Iowa, was {:: 
cause of a nearby hill that was cr<' 
in 1899 by the Western Town U- 
ley by the railway company for i.. 
land owner of Btoomington, III- 

arinmis. Manitowoc County, Wisco 
property owner nearby. 

Oioas Park, Cook County, Illinois 
original owner of the town siii 

OroWi^ Brown County, South Dut 
was named from a placi' ' 



E Bail way 



-.-s: railroad 



j^.:^^ of Fairbury 
grtsof tke railroad 



LaBsrin from 

^ -T JoftB E«3tan, at that 
^^. -^ ^^^ it from the city 
^ ^ 3*7 ^ Coba. 

5. Blaal. then chief 

■qa immortality in 

^I Company in 1882. 

:. IB* uf and to honor 

'^> >«a «aa platted by the 



.. ^^ 1^ jriciaal o 



r of the 



■-1* Pioneer Town Site 
• ix\ much hay was 
^•rin^; around these 



throp, whose name hpn 
from tba MaeBiithuSRl^ 
Grolon, Maaa, 
OuckMB, Faribault, 
bythBlltet«r» 




•^^ak tt<tm tk« fact that when 
.* Mvwwi with buel (Corylos 

.a A* xn*t growth of the hazel 
^iMl^ Eb*f»ra this name was 

r«* a* «*r^ settler her«. 
t 0«B A* tawsihip, and that 
^^ rf Vm Wn ntc from the 
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church tune "Hebron." The original name given to the Btatinn b^ tbs 

roilwaj company nae Mead for the abov? named H. W. Mead. The tnne 
.name came from a place in Palestine. 
Heckman, Lyon County, Minnesota, was named for a once well-known dining 

car Huperintcndent. 
Hecll, Brown County, South Dakota, was named after tbe volcano Hecia of 

Iceland. The town was platted by tbe Weatern Town Lot Company in 1886 
Helena, Marquette County, Michigao, nas named for hia wife by S. C. Baldwin, 

superintendent of the railroad. 
HeleUTllle, Jefferaoo County, WiBConain. The original name waa Bullwinkle, 

the name of the oriRinal owner of the town aitei it was changed by him to 

honor Helen, his wife. 
Belps, Menominee County, Michigan, was named for Arthur Holpa, an English 



Hematite, Florence County, Wisconsin, nas named from the Hematite iron ore 
that was plentifol hereabouts. 

Henderson, York County, Nebraska, was located by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1887. It was nsmed for Daniel Henderson, one of the firat settlers 
in tbe county. The township in which tbe village lies was also named for 
Daniel Hendersoo. 

Hendricks, Lincoln County, Minoesota, was located by the 'Western Town Lot 
Company in 1900, and was named for the Indiana statesman and once 
Democratic candidate for tbe United States vice presidency. 

Henrietta, DeKalb County, niinoia, -was named for the wife of Washington 
Hesing of the "Staats Zeitiing, " a newspaper of ChicBgo, he having 
promised the citizens to give a bell for the town hall or for the first church 
when built. 

Benr7, Codington County, South Dakota, was named by and for J. E. Henry, 
the first settler in the vicinity. It was located by the Western Town Lot 
Company in 1882. 

Herbert, Boone County, Illinois, was named for his son Herbert by Daniel D, 
Bath rick. 

Heimansville, Menominee County, Michigan, was named for bis son Herman 
by C. J. L. Meyer, owner of the townsite. 

Hennosa, Custer County, South Dakota, is a descriptive name from the Spanish 
word meaning "beautiful." It was located and named by the Pioneer 
Town Site Company in 1880. 

Honing, Sac County, Iowa, was platted by the Western. Town Lot Company in 
1699 under the name of Weed, wbich in 1901 was changed to the present 
name to honor an old settler of the vicinity. 

Herrick, Gregory County, South Dakota, was named for Samuel Herriok (a 
nephew of ex-Gov. Hon. Myron T. Herrick, of Cleveland, Ohio), who was 
instrumental in getting the Indian reservatton opened to settlement. The 
plaee was named to honor him for that work. 

Betland. Kingsbory County, South Dakota, was named for John M. Hetland 
who settled in this county in 1877. He was from Hetlandin Norway, and 
as is common, he took for his surname the name of his native village. 

Hlgblaad Park, Lake County, IlliooiB. Was named by the Port Clinton Land 
Company, the proprietors of the original town site, because of its high 
elevation above the lake, and because it was located in a natural park. 



r 
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Hlgtainora, Hyde County, Sooth Dakota, was so named beeauH it was locatsi 
on the highest ground in South Dakota between the MiswHippi and Missouri 

Higli Bldge, Cook Couutj-, Illinois, was a descriptive name made from the sitaA- 

tion of the town site on a, high ridge. 
BlShwood, Lake Cooutj, Illinois, was named by Bev, W. W. Evarts, becauio of 

its elevation above ths lake, and because of the great height of the treei 

about the location. 
HUes, Forest County, Wisconsin, was named for F. P. Hiles, of Milwaukee, 

Wis., and of the Foster- Whitman Lumber Company, who had large lomber 

interests here when the place was eHtabliBhed. 
BUlSlde, 'WasbingtoD County, Nebraska, was so named because it was descriptiv* 

of the Jocslity; the site being on tbe top of the grade where the waters 

divide between the Papillion Kirer and tbe waters going directly into ths 
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Hitchcock, Bendle County, South Dakota, was named for C. S. Eitehcock, ths 
owner of the lands adjacent to the station. It was located by the Westsro 
Town Lriit Company in ISHI. At times the place was called ClarkvDle from 
an early settler named Clark, and Altoona, from the city in Pennsylvania. 

Holabird, Hyde Couoty, South Dakota, vtas named by Henry C. Wicker, (wha, 
when the town was established, was an officer of the Chicago and North 
Western Railway), for his wife's family name. She was Louise Holabird, 
the dmighter of William 3. Holabird, once a lawyer of Winosted, Conn., and 
lieutenant governor of the state; and afterwards engaged iu railroad build- 
ing in Indiana and other western states. 

Holidays, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, was named for Benj. Holliday, who 
owiit'd the land through which the railroad ran at this point. 

Holstein, Ida County, Iowa, was named at the request of many settlers nearby, 
who emigrated from Holstein, in Germany. 

Honey Creek, Pottawatomie County, luwa, was named from the creek near the 
station; this was named by the early Rcttlers thereon, because of tbe Dtany 
wild bees that in an early day were found there. 

Hooker, Turner County, South Dakota, was located by the Western Town Lot 
Company, in 1S94, and was named for John Hooker, an early settler who 
lived here before the town was located. 

Hooper, Dodge County, Nebraska, was named for Hon. Samuel Hooper of Bos- 
ton, Mass,, a banker and prominent member of congress during the War of 
the BebelHon. 

Hortonville, Outagamie County, Wiaconsin, was named for Alonzo E. Eorton, an 
early settler, and the fonnder of the present city of San Diego, California. 

Hot Springs, Fall River County, South Dakota, was named from the famous 
springs at this place. Tbe Sioux Indians who roamed around this part of 
Dakota, used these springs for their medicinal virtues. They called thi 
springs or place minne-ka-tah, "the water that boiis." The present name 
of the village is a transliteration of the Indian name. 

Hndsoo, Fremont County, Wyoming, This place was platted by the Pioneer 
Town Site Company and was named "Atla," which is a Sioux Indian ward 
and means "swift water" or "swiftly running water." The company 
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finally cbaiigeil th« name to Hudsoo in honor of John T. Hudson, an old 
■flttler and oiii:e the owner of the land on which the town ia now locatad. 
He waa a inember of the Wyoming legislature and a county commissioner. 

HongllUli, Brown County, South Bakota, was named for C. W. Houghtan, of 
Columbia, S. D., who owned the land on which tbU station wati eatfth 
liahed. It was located by the Western Town Lot Company in 188ij. 

Houle*, Menominee t'onnty, Miobijran, was named for A. Houles, un oniploya of 
the railroad that runs through this place. 

Houston, Torh County, Nebraika, was located by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 18S7, and was named for Joseph D. Houston, one of the earliest lat- 
tlera in the county, and who lived neaj this town site. 

HowbUb, Colfax County, Nebraska, was located by the Pioneer Town 3ita 
Company in 1886 , and waa named by P. E. Hall of Cedar Bapids. Iowa, for 
J. S. Howell, a prominent eitizen of Colfai County; the letter "s" waa 
added for euphony by Mr. Hall. Attempta were made to name the town 
Bagneriville and Buai^liville, but they failed. 

HublMid Woods, Cook County, Illinoia. was named Lakeside by David Gagi>, of 
Chicago fame, in 1870, beeauae of ita location on the ahore of Lake Michi- 
(fan. Before this name waa uaed the place was called Tuylorsport, and wa* 
so named for the Taylor family, who were its earliest aettlera. It was 
recently renamed "Hubbard Woods" for Gurdon S. Hubbard, who onee 
owned the location. 

Hubbard, Hardin County. Iowa, was named in honor of Judge N. M. Hubbard. 
the noted .iiiriseonsult of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, It was located by the Wert 
em Town Lot Company in 1B80. 

Hull's OroBsing, yheboygan County, Wiaconsin, waa named for J, D. Hull, th« 
owner of the land on which the station waa established. 

Uumplmys, Platte County, Nebraaka, waa named for Gen. A. A. Humphrey, chief 
engineer of the United States Army. 

Huntlns, Bhawano County, WiBconain., was so named because there was much 
gajne to the vicinity, that allowed successful "hunting" hereabouts. It 
also happened that a nearby land owner had this name, and henee the 
place bad two reasons for its name. 

HODtleri McEcnry County, Illinois, was named by John B. Turner for T. S. 
Huntley, an early settler who owned the land on which the atation wu 
eitabliahcd. 

HughM, Hardin County, Iowa, was named for H, tt. Hughes, superintendent of 
a. part of the Chicago and North Weatern Railway linea in Iowa. 

HtlTler, Tomer County, South Dakota, was named for K. E. Hurley, an accon- 
pliahed civil engineer, who waa employed on the construction of the railroad 
bere. It was located by the Western Town Lot Company in 1883. 

Hurley, Iron County, Wicconain, was platted by the Milwaukee, Lake Shore 
and Western Railway in 18S5, and was named for Jadga H. A. Hurley, a 
lawyer of Wausau, Wisconsin, and a prominent iron ore operator, who with 
Plummer, Bilverthorn and Byan organized iron ore mining companies here. 

Huron, Beadle County, South Dakota, was named for the "Huron" Indians; 
whether the word is French or Indian is not known, nor is ita real meaning 
known. II however ia believed to bo a corruption of the French word Imt» 
that waa given to a tribe of Indians by the French, the word meaning 




BB given these Indiana on account of their wild and 
The town was located bj the WeaterD Town Lot 



"wild boar," and ' 
an kempt appearance 
Company in 1880, 

HjlAB, Monominee County, Micbigan. This name was taken from a dictionary 
of mythology. Hyla is the apeeific name of the ' ' tree frog " or " tree toad ' ' 
and that alao waa thought of when tlie station waa named. 

Ut, Oiove, Ida County, loy/a; the grove -was named by Mra. J. H. Moorehead, 
wife of the firat settler. The county waa named from Mount Ida in Oreeco 
and was suggested by EHphatet Price, once a prominent politician of 
Iowa. The town was officially named by P. E. Hall of Cedar Rapida. 

Imogene, Martin County, Minneaota, wbb platted and named Cardona by the 
Western Town Ijot Company in 190O. The poatoffiee was named Imogene 
and the atation name ultimately followed that. The name Inogone wbb 
taken from the name of the Iieroine cf a well known poem. 

Indian Town, Menominee County, Michigan, was named from an unnamed Indian 
settlement that eixiatcd here when the railroad was built. 

Inez, Converse Cotinty, Wyoming, was named for Inez Hicharda, a daughter of 
DeForeat Richarda, afterwards governor of Wyoming, anil a prominent 

Ingalls, Menominee County, Michigan, was named by Louis Dobear, for JudgB 

E. S. iDgalla of Menominee, Michigan, who owned much land in the vicinity. 
Inland, Clay County, Nebraska. The name is merely fanciful, and was used as 

it is supposed to represent the locality, as being inland and not on a coaat. 
loinsn, Holt County, Nebraska, waa located by the Pioneer Town Site Company 

in 1881, and was named from Inman's Grove, that was nearby. The grov« 

was named by and for William Inma 
Interior, Ontonagon County, Michigan, w. 

pany. That waa so named becauae it 
Ipswich, LaFayette County, Wisconain, t 

Patterson, jointly, from Ipswich, Mass., t 



n early settler, 
a named for the Interior Lumber Com- 
WBB inland, and not on the lake shore, 
as named by C. C. Wheeler and John 

ind Ipswich, in England. 



Ireton, Sioux County, Iowa, was named in honor of Gen. Henry Ireton, the son- 
in-law of Oliver Cromwell and one of his great soldiere. It was located by 
the Western Town Lot Company in 18S2. 

Iron Mountain, Dickinson County, Micbigaji, waa named by Joseph Fleishiem for 
a nearby "mountain" of iron ore. 

Iron Blver, iron County, Michigan, waa named from the river, and that wa* 
nanied becauae of the outcropping of iron ore on ita banka. 

Ironwood, Gogebic County, Michigan, was platted by the Milwaukee, Lake Shore 
and Western Railway in 1885. The name was built up from "iron" and 
"wood," the only two products that wete abundant here when the town 
was started. 

Ixoiinols, Kingsbury County, South Dakota, waa named from the French name 
of the Indian Confederacy of the sii Nations. The word la said to 
be from hiro, "1 have said," and koue a vocable that eipresaes joy 
or sorrow, according to the rapidity with which it is pronounced. It 
waa located by the Western Town Lot Company in 1680. 

Iowa Falls, Hardin County, Iowa. This place waa named from the nearby 



falls in the Iowa 1 
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Irvins, Converse Countj, Wyomiog, was named for "Billy" Irvine, a prom 

ioent "cattle man" of Wjotning, wlu) owned a large c&ttle ranch near 

this plare wben the town site vas named. 
Irving, Benton County, Iowa, was named by Levi Marsh in 1S64, for Waith- 

ington Irving, the American author. 
Irvliig Park, Cook County, Illinois, waa named for W^hington Irving. At 

one tirae it waa called Irvington, but later it was ohanged to its present 

Inrington, KosGutli County, Iowa, was named from the tonnship by J. B. 
Armstrong, an old eettler, and that waa named for Waehington Irving. 
The town waa located by the Western Town Lot Company in 1881. 

Irrlngton, Douglas County, Nebraska, was oanied by Frank Hibbard from 
Irvington, New York, the home (Sunnyside) of Washington Irving, tha 
noted American writer. 

Irwin, Shelby County, Iowa, was named for E, W. Irwin, the original owner 
of tlie town site. It was located by the Western Town Lot Company 
in 1881. 

Irwin, Cherry County, Nebraska, was named for Bennett Irwin, who wa* 
once foreman on Newman 's Cattle Sanch, and afterwards a prominent 
citiicn and "cattleman" of Gordon, Nebraska. 

Isbpemlng, Marquette County, Michigan, was named by Captain Q. S. Joha- 
Bou, one of the origiaal owners of the town site on the suggestion of 
Samuel P. Ely aud Peter White. The word is derived from an Indian 
word meaning "a place high up" if not "of Heaven," or its equivalent, 
E. M, Ilaiaes in bis American Indian says " the word ig Ojibway for 
Heaven." The appropriateness oi the name comes from the fact that it 
is on the highest ground between Lake Superior and Lake Michigan. From 
the town can be seen the waters of Carp river flowing into Lake Superior 
and Escaoaba river flowing into Lake Michigan. 

iTanhoe, Lincoln County, Minnesota, was named from Ivanhoe, one of Sir Wal- 
ter Scott's novels. It was located by the Western Town Lot Company io 
1900. Before it was given its present name it was called Wilno, a corruption 
of the name of Wilna, a place in Russia. 

Ives, Itacine County, Wisconsin, was named for a business man of the vicinity. 

Jackson, WaBhing;ton County, Wisconsin, was named for President Andrew 

Janesrille, Waseca County, Minneaata. The original name was Empire, but 
in an early day J. W. Hosmcr platted an addition to the original plat and 
named it Jane for Mrs. Jane Sprague, and then by general consent of the 
villagera, the Jane was enlarged by adding to it "ville" and JanesviUo 
resulted and was accepted as the name for the whole village. 

Janesvllle, Bock County, Wiseoosin, was named for Henry F. Janes, who set' 
tied here in 1836. At various times the place was called Wisconsin City 
and Rockport, but the dispute waa settled by territorial legislation in 
favor of the present name. 

Jefferson. Greeoe County, Iowa. The original name was New Jeflferson for 
Thomas Jefferson, president of the United States, but to prevent con- 
fusion, the word " New" was dropped by the general poatoffice department, 
and this practice was accepted and adopted by the citizens of tbe village. 
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/•flctsoD, JefferMD Countj, WiiconsiD, was named bj Ferry H. Smith, as 
earty railroad officer in WiHCOUHin for President Thomati Jefferson of Vir- 
ginia. 

JtBtraoa JnneUon. JelTerBon County, WiBconsiD, vm named beeauve of iti 
relative location to the village of Jefferson. 

Jeffenon Park, Cook County, IlJinoia. The earlier name of tiie village wai 
"Flank road," and it was bo named beeauae tbe railroad here croaeed oti« 
of the plank toll roads, that io an early day tras common in the state. 
Tbe name waa changed to help along real estate speculation in tbe place. 

JtStls, Lincoln CoiiDty, WiBCoDsio, was named for James K. Jeffris, of Janes- 
ville, Wisconsin, by David K. Jeffrie, the founder of the place. Its post- 
office is Bundy, and was named for McG. Buady of Grand Bapids, Michi- 
gan, who had large timber interestg here. 

Jewell Jnnctlon, Hamilton County, Iowa, was named by and for D. T. Jewell, 
the original owner of the town site. It waa located by the Western Town 
liot Company in 1880. The town was formerly called "Calahan" for Jamcn 
Calaban, a prominent banker and citizen of Des Moines, Iowa and a lar;i;e 
land owner in many parts of that state. 

Jobnaon's Cieek, Jefferson County, Wisconsin, was named from a nearby creek. 
The creek wan named for Timothy JohiiHen, the first spttlcr on the creek. 
The station waa first called Belleville for an old settler, bat in 1S7C it 
was found that priority of settlement should be given to Mr, Johnson, and 
hence the name was changed to honor him. 

Johnatowii, Brown County, Nebraska, waa located by tbe Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 1883 and was named for John Berry, a frontiersman and half 
owner of the town site. ^ 

JoiM, Worth County, Iowa, was named for K. H. Joiee a prominent banker of 
the vicinity. 

J'ordan, Boone County, Iowa, was originally called Midway, from its relation 
to tbe towns on each side of it. Its present name is from the River Jordan 
in Palestine. 

Judson, Blue Earth Connty, Minnesota, waa located by the Western Town Lot 
Company in JilOO, and was named for the oldest settler in the township. 

Jimeail, Dodge County, Wisconsin, was named for Solomon Juneau, the Freneli 
trader, who founded Milwaukee, Wiaconsin. 

Juneau, the commercial capita! of Alnska, was located in 1880 by Joseph 
Juneau and Sichnrd Harris. It was first named Pilzbury and then Rock- 
well for early settlers and then Harrisburg for the above named Richard 
Harris. In May. 1882, the citizens of the place changed the name to 
Juneau to honor the above named Joseph Juneau. His body ties io the 
_ cemetery of this city. Tlie children of the place begged enough money to 

I enclose his grave with an iron fence and to erect a tablet to his memory. 

' This Joseph Juneau waa a son of Solomon Juneau, tbe founder of Mil- 

waukee, Wis., for whom the county and village of Juneau. Wis., were 
named. Thus father and son were founders of commercial citiea more 
than 4,000 miles apart! 

Kampeska, Codington County, South Dakota. Its first name was Lake Kamp<-s- 
ka, and was named from an adjoining lake. That name waa dropped on 
tbe suggestion of 8. S. Parke of Bloomington, Ills., anct Vera waa aubitt- 



HisTOSY or THE Place Names of Thb Nobth Western Lime M 

tuted. This nama wbb from Vera, a town in Illiooia (whicb waa usjnad 
for Augusln Vera tbe Italian phiLoBopher). That was ultimately dropped 
and the present name Bubstituted. The vord Eampeaka is SJuux Indian, 
and means "bright and Bhining," "like a shell or glass"; Chinanare, for 
inatance, is called ka-mpe-gka by the Sioni Indians. The town waa 
platted under the name of Vera, by the Western Town Lot Company in 
1883. The Sioux BJver was called by the Sioox Indians Tehankas-an-data, 



ind trappers it was called Calur 
ow called, is the outlet of Lake Kampesha. 
vas named for Judge J. M. Kamrar, a promi- 
It was located by tbe Western Town Lot 

a platted the 



e by the tradi 

The Big Sioux river, as it is ) 

' Kamrsi, Hamilton County, Iowa , 

nent lawyer of the vicinity. 

Company in 18S1. 

I, Leaueur County, Minnesota, was named by A. F. Buell, 
town in 1853. It was named from an adjoining prairie. The name is an 
Indian word meaning "cleared," "cleared up," or "a sky clear from 
clouds." 

, Dodgo County Minnesota, was named for J. H. KaSBon, owner of tbe 
original town site. 

KMiJunna, Outgamie County, Wisconsin, Eaukana is an Indian word and 
in various dialects moans, ' ' portage, " " long portage, " " place where pick- 
erel are caught" and "place of pike." 

Keeline, Converse Connty, Wyoming, was named for George A. Keoline of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, who was largely interested in the cattle business in 
this vicinity. 

Xalleir, Story County, Iowa, was named for J. T. Kelly, the original owner of 
the town site. It was once ao'I for a short time called Hubbell for a rail- 
road contractor, but on tho establishment of the station, the town was 
given its present name. The present spelling of the name was devised by 
tbe general postoffice department, 

Kellnei, Portage Connty, Wisconsin, was named from Eellnerville, Manitowoc 
County, Wisconsin, which was named for John Kellner, an early settler 

Kelly, Marathon County, Wisconsin, was named for Nathaniel Kelly, prominent 

in buiiinesB in Wansau, Wisconsin. 
Eempster, Langlade County, Wisconsin, waa named for I>r. Eempster of tha 

Northern State Hospital for the Insane. 
Kendalls, Monroe County, WiscoDBin, was named by W. D. Medbury, the 

original owner of the town site for L. G. Kendall, a farmer from whom the 

land for tbe town site was purchased. 
Kenllworth, Cook County, Illinois, waa named by N. K. Fairbank, of Chicago, 

from tbe place in England. 
Keimaid, Washington County, Nebraakft, was named for Thomas P. Kennard, 

once Secretary of State for Nebraska, and a banker at Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Kenosha, Kenosha County, Wisconsin. This name is Indian and means "Cab," 

"pike," "pickerel," or "the place where fish are plentiful." 
KSBley, Bntter County, Iowa, was named for Kealey Green a prominent farmer 

of the vicinity. 
Kew, Menominee County, Uichigan, was named by W. B, Linsley, a lover of 

fiowera, from the celebrated Kew Botanical Gardens near London, England. 
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Eewasknm, Waabitigton County, Wiacansin, waa named by Jesse Ueyera for aa 
Indian Chief wbo had bis camp bere in 1850. The word means "returning 



"retracing hia footstepH." 
as named for Judge J. A. Kiester of 
ted in 1S5T, and was a prominent man 
inty judge, county surveyor i^Dd atata 
t in that part of the state, 
imed for ei-Congresaman Kimball of 



1 named for the KJmberl}' Claik 



track, " or " going on the back track, ' 

Kleater, Faribault County, Minnesota, 
Blue Earth, Minnesota, where he 1( 
up to his death in 1905. He was 
senator, and waa otherwise promir 

Kimball, Iron County, Wisconsin, was 

Pine Kiver, Waushara County, Wisconsin. 

Kimberlir, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, 
Company, paper manufacturers here. 

Kins, Dickinaon County, Michigan, waa named for Henry W. King, ones, and 
for a long time a prominent and reapected merchsnt of Chicago. 

KingBley, Plymouth County. Iowa, waa named for Henry W. Kingsley who sold 
the land for the town site to the Blair Town Lot and Land Company, that 
laid out the town site. The earliest settlement here was caHed "Quora." 

Kingston. Oeonto County, Wiseonsin, was named by the Kingston fajuily who 
lived here, from Kingston in the Island of Jamaica, "because a party 
interested in this village had been much alarmed by the island city whicb 
be had recently visited. " 

Kirkman, Shelby County, Iowa, was named for M. M. Kirkman, an offteor of the 
railroad company. It was located by the Western Town Lot Com- 
pany in 1880. 

Kirkwood, Sauk County, Wisconsin, was named by and for N. C. and Timothy 
Kirk, owners of the land on which the town is located. They owned a 
vineyard and made wine here. It is believed they were the first people to 
make grape wine in the state of Wisconsin. 

Kiron, Crawford County, Iowa, was located by the "Western Town Lot Com- 
pany in 1S99, and waa named by A, Noreliua, who had an interest in the 
place, from Kiron in Manchuria, in China. 

KlevenTille, Dane County, Wiaconain, was named by and for Iver Kleven an 
early settler. Originally the place was named Pino Bluff. 

Kloman, Menominee County, Michigan, waa named for Andrew Kloman of 
Pittsburg, Pa., the owner of charcoal kilns at thia place and an iron ore 
operator. 

Eoepenlck, Langlade County, Wisconsin, was named for E. S. Koepenick, its 
earliest settler and a sawmill owner and operator of the vicinity. 

Koahkonong, Rock County, WiHcousin. The name is an Indian word of doubt- 
ful meaning, possibly having reference of kosh-lcosh "a hog." The name 
of the town came from that of the lake; the early settlers asserted it meant 
"the lake we live on." 

Kranzburg. Codington County, South Dakota, was named in honor of the 
four brothers Kranz, who were the earliest settlers hare. It was platted 
by the Winona and St. Peter Railroad Campany in 1879. 

La CroBM, La Croaae County, Wiaeonain. Thia ia a French name that was given 
to the locality because before its settlement by the French it waa a 
favorite place for ball playing by Indiana, the game being called by the 
French, "la erotte." An nnauthentieated legend claimed the name came 
from the French La Croix, from a cross erected over the grave of a 
missionary murdered here by the Indians. 
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« dn Flarobesu, ViJaa County, Michigan, was named from the lake. Tha lak- 
i named by the early Frencb traders, because the Indians around th4 
lake were in tbe habit ot carrying torches while apearing fish in the lake 
at night. The words mean "torch lake." or "lake of the torch." 
" Xadd, Bureau County, Illinois, was named for Amos Ladd. ao early settler, 
LadOS'^i Alger County, Michigan, waa named from the largest lake in Europe, 
La Fox, Kane County, Illinois, was named in 1866 from the Foi river. The 
earliest name of the town was Kane, which was named from the county. 
The county was nnmed for Elins Keot Kane, U. 3. Senator for Illinois. 
1824-1835. . 
Ziake Beuton, Lincoln County, Minnesota, was named from the lake on which 
it is located. The lake was named by John C. Fremont, for his father-in- 
law, United States Senator Thomoa H, Benton of Misaouri. The town 
was located by the Western Town Lot Company in 1879. Fremont ami 
Nieolett explored this territory and named many of its lakes and streams 






^ 

^^i*j 



Lake Blaff, Lake County, Illinois, was named from the Methodist Campmeeting 
ground east of the ststion. The camp ground waa named from tha high 
bluff shares of Lake Michigan at this place, and on which the meetings 
held. The original name of tlie station waa Rockland. 
ing ItBke, Forest County, WiseoDsin, -was named from a nearby lake. That 
was 80 named, because it waa very long as compared with its width and 
because it is much longer than other lake in the vicinity, 
'den. Bock County, Wisconsin, was named from the town in the Netherlands, 
tha refnge of the Pilgrim Fathers, before their emigration to America. 

Lake City, Calhoun County, Inwa, was so named from Lake Creek which flows 

from the Twin Lnkes and which nearly surrounds the town site. It was 

laid out by the Western Town Lot Company in 1885. The creek was 

named from the fact that it flowed from a lake. 

.ke roiSBt, Lake County, Illinois, was named by W. H, Ferry, because the 

waa established in a, forest that extended to Lake Michigan. 

Lake Geneva, Walworth County, Wisconsin, was named from the lake. Tha 
lake was named from its alleged re-semblance to Lake Geneva in Switzer- 
land. By the Indians it was called muck tuck or "Bigfooi'i lake." for 
"Bigfoot" an Indian chief. The French called it grospied, being a literal 
translation of the Indian name. Tho Indian "Big Foot" also gave his 
name to a large prairie near this lake. 

Lake Mllla. Jefferson County, Wisconsin. In an early day, Joseph Keyes bnilt 
mills on the outlet of the lake, and when a village grew around the milts, 
the question of a name for the place was discussed. At a public meeting 
called to name the village. Mr. Keyes suggested the present name, when h>> 
pointed to the lake and to the mills and said "Here is the lake and there 
are the mills" aud the suggestion was adopted. Tears afterwards somi* 
women of the place induced the people to adopt as the name for the 
village the word Teyranena, and that became the name, but finally the 
Legislature by an act, restored the name to its original and present form. 
The village is on the shore of Bock Lnke, which was the source of power 
for the mills. 
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Lftk* UUll. WiiiD«baeo County, Iowa, wa» named by S. D. WadEworth and C. D. 
Smith, bccauM a mill bad been built here on the edge of the lake, that thea 
came up to the mill lite. At one time the place wat called Slauniville kad 
that wai Bupposed to describe the ariginaJlj swampy •uiroundinga. 

Xak* Fieaton, King«burj Countj, South Dakota. The Brat DBnie gireo to the 
Village wat Preiton, but it wae fnallj' given iti present form. It wae 
locftted by th« Weitern Town Lot Company in ISSl and was named for 
the nearby take. The lake wai named by John C. Fremont and J. N, Nieolett, 
who discovered it, for United Sta.tea Senator and Oovemor PTeston of South 
Caroliuiu 

Lake Shoie Jnuetlon, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, was so uamed beeanse it 
was the junctiou of two tiaee of railroad that diverged here, one running 
close along the lake shorn, and the other more inland. 

Lake View. Sac County, Iowa, was lo natnod bocouse from its site a foil Tiew 
of Wall Lake could be had; it is at the head of this lake. The village wae 
formerly called Fletcher for an old settlor. 

Xrftmbeiton, Kedwood County, MiDoesota, was named for H. W. Lamberton, an 
early officer of the Winona and St. Peter Railroad Company. He died in 
1906. 

Lakmrood, Ocouto County, Wisconsin, was laid out by the Westam Town Lot 
Company in 18S7 and was ho named from an unnamed lake in the nearby 



Likonta, Mahaska County. Iowa, was platted by the Western Town Lot Com- 
pany in 1900. The name is nn Iowa Indian word meaning a blacksmith. 

The name was BugBeetcd by Congressman J. F. Lacoy of Oskalooaa, Iowa. 
Lake Elizabeth, Kenosha County, WiBcnnsin, one of the celebrated Southern 

Wisconsin lakes. It was named for Elizabeth Barrett Browning, the noted 

English poetess. 
IiiMaUle, Marshall County, Iowa, was named by Isaac B. Howe, from the La- 

Moille River in Vermont, in honor of his friend J. L. Stevens who lived 

on the bank of this Vermont river. 
Ijaneaster, Grant County, Wisconsin, was named from the city in Pennsylvania 

by G. M. Pierce an early settler, wbo in 1836 moved here from the Penniyl- 

vanis city. 
Langley, Bureau County, IllinoiE, was named from a village of this name in 

South Carolina; that place was named from a place (Langley Parish) in 

England. 
Laona, Forest County, Wisconsin, was platted by the Railway Company in 1899. 

The name wae intended for Leona, the given name of a daughter of Norman 

Johnson, a. local business man, but in making out the legal papers needed 

under the law, it was misspelled, anil the present form was used. 
Ziinder, Fremont County, Wyoming. This town was platted many years ago and 

was named for General F. W. Lander of the United States Army. 
Larch, Delta County, Michigan, was named from the American Larch, Tamarack, 

(Laria larieina) that abounded here when the place was established. 
LaiMn, Winnebago County, Wisconsin, was named for Philip Larieo, who built 

tbe firit store building in the village. 
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1, Bureau County, Iltinoii, was named because it ii Kt tha point 

where a jucetion U formed witb another railroad that rum to the City of 

LaSalli. LaSalle was nanied for Bene Bobert Cavalier, t!ieur, de La Salle, 

the French explorer, wbo probably was tbe first white man to m* tb« 

locality, as he discovered the Illinois river ia 1670. 
Latlucep, Delta County, Michigan, was named for Aiel Lathrop, the ilriginBl 

owner of the town site. It previously had been called CentervilU, beeam* 

it was half way between Escanaba and Negaunce. 
Xittlirop AvMille, Cook County, Illinoia, nas named in honor of Bryon Lathrop 

wbo owned property nearby. 
lABTUiB, Poeabontai County, Iowa, was named for the Laurens mentioned in 

Uotley'B History of tbe United Neth«rland8. It waa laid out by tk« 

Western Town Lot Company in 1S82. 
LmVsIle, Sauk County, Wisconsin, was named by B. 8. Barney, J. F. Hajnlin or 

early settlers from the French (or "the valley." 



■ formerly called New ProTidence. The 
It was platted by the Western Town 



s named for and by Lawrence Bigsby, 



Lawn BiU, Ilardin County, Iowa, ' 

present name is merely fanciful. 

Lot Company in 18S0. 
Lawiance, McHeory County, Illin 

the original owner of the town site. 
lAWton, Woodbury County, Iowa, was laid out in 1^1 by the Western Town 

Lot Company, and was named by J. C. Law from Lo-wton, Uichigan, whence 

he had emigrated. That place was named for Nathaniel Lawton, an old 

■ettler of tho vicinity. 
LaytOa Patk, Milwaukee Wisconsin, wan named for a prominent eitisen ef 

Milwaukee, Wis,, who had done much for that city. 
Lead, Lawrence County, South Dakota, was named for the "leads" or "lodes" 

of mineral bearing rock found in tie vicinity. It formerly was called 

Lead City, but when it waa incorporatod, the "City" was dropped from 

the title. 
Leapei, Dickinson County, Michigan. This place was named for a pioneer 

merchant and "jobber" at this point. 
Iiebaaoo, Potter County, South Dakota, was plated 18ST by tbe Pioneer 

Town Site Company, and named Webb for a prominent capitalist of New 

York City. By his request the name ^as changed and named from Lsbanon 

in New York, that waa named from tbe mountains in Syria. 
Ledyaid, Kossuth County, Iowa, was named by Professor Knapp of the laws 

Agricultural College, who was a land owner at this place. It was platted 

by the Western Town Lot Company in 1884. 
La Grand, Marshall County, Iowa, was named by and for Le Grande Byisgtnii 

of Iowa City, who owned and platted the town site. 
JjtiKK Colfax County, Nebraska, was platted in 1886, by tbe Pioneer Town 

Site Company, and was named by A. M. Walling from his wife's maiden 

name. He was the first postmaster of the village. 
LMtft, Goodhue County, Minnosota, was named for tbe wife of John Lee, a hotel 

keeper in an early day. 
LaBOX, Oneida County, Wisconsin, was named from Lenox, Massaehusetl*. 

That town was named from the family name of the Duke of RiehmoBdi, 

who was tbe Eugliab Secretary of State when the town in Maisachuaetts 
■ cftabtished. 
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name was Grand View, ba- 
8 changed to Leslie for his 
:own site. For many year* 
□amed from three shapely 
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iMsIlfl, LaFayette County, Wiaconain, The first 
eauKe nf its sightly aituatiou. Tbe name we 
son, by M. T. Johnson, who purchased the 
the place was called Belmont, and was so 
mounds ijearby that the early Freuch travelers called belles Tnontea. 
For some time this place waa the territorial capital. 

Iie^Bton, Winona County, Mionesota, wae named in 1873 for 8. J, Lewis an 
early settler. It was in 1885 named New Boston by W. H. Dwight, who 
had emigrated from Boston, Mass. Jt held that oame until the present 
name was adapted. Mr. Dwight was its first post master. 

Liberty, Grant County, WiscoDsiu, was named from the township, and that 
was named from the sentiment of the American people. 

Lime. Blue Earth County, MiDneaota, was ao named because of the abundanrn 
of limestone in the vicinity. 

Lime Kilns. Ozaukee County, Wisconsio, was named because there were many 
lime kilns for burning lime here when the village was located. 

Limoatone, Peoria County, Illinois, was namert from the abundance of lime- 
stone in the vicinity, and from the location of a lime kiln near the town site. 

Llnnberg, Webster County, Iowa, was named from a nearby eminence (berg) 
on which grew many "Linden,"' "Linn," "Basswood," (Ttita Ameri- 
Bona) trees, when the towu was established. 

Iiincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, was named for Abraham Lincoln by the 
legislature of Nebraska. It was located and named as the site of the state 
capital. Previous to this action of the logislature a village called Lan- 
caster, had been established here. That village was named for Lancas- 
ter. Pennsylvania. 

Ziindsay, Platte County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 



u on whose farm the 



n site wai 



'as named for sn early settler and 
s platted. 

as named because of its location 

"Linn," (TiJio Americana) trees 



pany in ISSS. and was named for the m 
established. 

Undwemi, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, ■ 
owner of the laud on which the town w 

Linn Gtoto, Buena Vista County, Iowa, i 
in a grove of "Linden" {Bass wood) ' 
that ttrew here when the town was located. 

Llnwood, Butler County, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany in 1887 and was named from a grove of "Linn," "Linden," "Baas- 
wood," (Tilia Americana) that had been planted nearby by an early settler. 

Lisbon, Linn County, Iowa, was named from Lisbon, in Portugal, by John E. 
Kurtz, the first settler here. 

Uttle Cbnt«, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, was named from the early French 
name for Foi Hiver "Siviere des Chuteg," "Eiver of the Falls." Their 
name for this specific place was "la 'petite chulei," "The Little Falls." 

Little Lake, Marquette County. Michigan, wss named from the lake nearby. 
It was once called Forsythe. for nn early settler, but thirty-five years BSfo, 
the name was changed to Litis Lake by Isaac Johnson, who built a saw- 
mill on the lake. 

Little BaptilB, Brown County, Wisconsin, was named from a polt office that 
had beeo established here long before a railroad reached the plftce. The 
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post office was Q&ined from the rapids in a oearby atream. The plaeo nu 

oeee called "Little EaukatiDB," Eaakaooa means "pike." "pickerel,' 

' ' portage. ' ' 
Uttle Saamico, Oconto County. Wiaeonain, was named (mm the riyer. Tht 

name is from the Indian, 0-xa-via-mieli-kong "jellow beaver,'' 

"jetlow tridened place." The post office wks for a time called Oroa* 

from tbe Grosse family of the place, but was finally made uniform willl 

the town and railroad atatioD. 
Livingston, Grant County, WiscoDBio, was iiamed by Thomas Wntaon, for Hu^ 

Livingston, who owned the land wheie the village ia located, and who was 

helpful in glutting tbe railroad built through the locality. 

'olumbia County, Wisconsin, waa named Lodi by J. H. Palmer, tlu _ 
!ier of the town site, from the bridge or place made celebrated by N»- J 

po Icon's victory. 

Harrison County, Iowa, was named by E. B. Talcott for Oenatal Joha^ 

A. Logan. The original name was Soyer Falls from s nearby rapids u 

the Boyer Bivcr. The town was laid out in 1S6T. 
Itobrville. Calhoun Couuly. Iowa, was named for Jacob A. I^tr, the original 

owner of tbe town site. It was platted by the Western Town Lot Companjr 

in 1867. 
Lombard, Dupage County, lUinoia,. Tbe original nftme was Babcoek'a Orov«,9 

and wa« so named by and for a Ur. Babeock, the original owner of tba J 

town aite. The present name came from Joaiah L. Lombard, who i 

purchased moat of the land in this vicinity. 
London, Daae County, Wisconsin, was named by early aettlera from Lando%,I 

England. 
Lone Bock, Kosiruth County, Iowa, mas platted in 1S39 by the Weatam To* 

Lot Company, aud was named from a single (lone) rock, found o 

Bite when it waa platted. 
Long Point, Tama County, Iowa. The name ia a tranaliteration of the Indian ' 

name. They ao called it on aceoqnt of a iong point of land that projected 

into the Iowa River near thia village. 
Long Pine, Brown County, Nebraska, was laid out in 1884 by the Pioneer Town 

Site Company and was named from tbe nearby river. ' 

from the pine trees that grew along it. The main river is known as Pine 

Creek, and its two brnnchea as Long Pine and Short Pine respectively. 
itetto, Boone County, Nebraaka, was named from the city in Italy. 

previously i^alleil Loran for Loran Clark, of Albion, Nebraska. 
Loretto, Dickin-ion County. Michigan, wns laid out in 13ST. and named (ram.1 



the 



n Italy. 



village. The stream < 
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t Spring, Converse County, Wyom 

head of Lost reek, which is near 

because it sank out of sight at places and was "lost" to sight. 
Xtfreland. Pottawatomie Connty, Iowa, was named by and for S. Lovelaad, the 

original settler, owner of the towusite, and locator of "Loveland'e ICills," 

of the early days of Western Iowa. 
Lowd«n, Cedar County, Iowa, is a tranaliteration of Louden of LaudsnTlIlc, 

Ohio, and was given by Thomas Shesrsr, the owner of tha town site, who 

had moved from Londenville, Ohio. 



t, Clinton CauDt/, Iowa, was oamed from tb* mill or pl&e* irhora tkm 
tmilt were mada that ware laid tbiTough this pU«« wb«a the TKilroad waa 
flret built. 

Loevo, Bedwood County, Micneaota, waa laid out iu 100! b^ ths WMtora Taw* 
Lot Compaay. The name of the post office ia Roelc The town derired it* 
Dame from Lueao ne^r Dublio, Ireland. 

Ladden, Dieke]) County, North Dakota, wns named bj Ogdeo Lovell, who owaed 
a fann near the place for David Ladden, an early Httler, who had con- 
ferred many favors on Mr. Lovell and tb« pioneer* of the Ticinity, duriag 
tbe perila that nirrounded them from ludiaus and the ri^ra of the wintert. 
It waa platted by the Vieftem Town Lot Company in iFiaS. 

Laak, Conrerse County, Wyoming, wag named for Frank 8. Liuk, the ow««r 
of the land on which the town aite was located by him. He waa a well 
known ranchman of Wyoming and subsequently a prominent railroad eoa 

Lvvente, KosButh Coanty, Iowa, was platted in ISSl, under the name of Whit- 
man, for one of the officers of the Chicago and Northwestern Bailwsy Com- 
pany, by the Western Town Lot Company, A portion of the town waa at 
one time ealled Vernon, but that was changed by the legislature of tbe 
state. The name Luvorne came from Lureme in Rock County, MtnaNota, 
and that was named for tbe dan^tar of one of the proprietora of the town 
•ite. 

Iiniane, Benton County, Iowa, was named by Isaac 6. Howe, the o^ 
town site, from tbe place io Switzerland. 

X>mcb, Boyd County Nebraska, was named for J. A. Lynch, tbe oldest settit 
in the place, 

I^dliaiit, Shawano County, Wisconsin. Thin name was made up for this plaM.! 
It has no specific meaning 

LyvKs, Clinton County, Iowa, was named by early French missionariea becai 
to them, of its fancied reaomblnnce to the site of Lyons, in France. It « 
added to in 1837 by Elijah Buel, who previous had a storp near l\us town 
juat below Lyons that was called Ntiw York, end that eveiTtually becan* 

J Clinton, It waa at this point that the first projected trans -Uiasiasippi rail- 

I Toad bridge was to be erected, Fronn the west end of that bridge all rail- 
road trains were to depart for all points west of the river. The present 
name of the river is a corruption of the Algonquin > Indian csme iffche-M- 
6e. Father Laval, an early missionary on tbe lower part of the river, cor- 
rupted the name to Miah-ig-pi; he waa followed by Father Labatt, also a 
missionajy, who spelled it Mii-ii-pi, h« was followed by Father Jacques Uar- 
qnette, who spelled it tfit-sts-pt; others followed with Mii-Mui-pi until tha 
purchase of Louisiana by the United States in 1603-4 when the preaeat 
spelling waa adopted; it has remained UDcfaanged from that time to this. 

IiTtlN, LaCrnaae County, Wisconain, was named far an early settler. 

MadlMD, Dane County, Wisconsin, was named by Gov. Doty far James Uadison, 
ex-president of the United States. 

MagnoUai Bock County, Wisconsin, was named from the township and that wm 
nHned indirectly for Dr. Pierre Magnol, the noted botanist, for whom a 
•peeies of the HagnoHa tree was named. Tbe post office is called CainTille 
from the name of a resident family. 
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HateolB, Langlade County, Wi»conBia, was named, bj and for Malcolm Huteh- 
inoB, aoir (1907) living at Brjant, WiieoQiin, and wbo was the flrat 
aettler in what ii now the village of Malcolm. 

llkloiM, Clinton County, Iowa, was named from the place in New York ittte. 
The fli»t atation waa called Rameaaa, but when the buildinga were burntid, 
the station was moved to its present locattoo and the name changed to 
Malooe. 

Maloiu, Fond du Lac County, Wiaconain. The early name was 8t. Johna. TUr 
present name ie given in honor of T. H. Malone, an officer of the first rail- 
road that was built through the place. 

Kaltft, DeKalb County, UliDoit. The original name was Aetna, from Mi'iint 
Aetna. The present nitme was takes from the Island In the Uediterra- 
uean Sea. 

ICalrein, Oneida Criunty, Wisconsin, was named from the battle field in Vir 
ginia that is known as Malvern Hill. 

Hsnchestor, Kingsbury County, South Dakota, was nanipii for a family of early 
settlerg. It formerly was called Fnirview, booause of its outlook. It was 
located by the Western Town Lot Company in 1882. 

Kaaitowish. Iron County, Wisconsin. This name is a. corruption of the Chip- 
pena Indian word Uan-i-do-iBiah, meaning "evil spirit," and waa firat 
given the town site from the Manitowisb Kiver on which it is located. 

MaoltOWOC, Manitowoc County, WiHconain, A WiBconain writer claima the 
word Manitowoc means Swarm of Spirits, but this undoubtedly is fic- 
tion. It is an Indian word, meaning * ■ Spirit Land. ' ' Its basis is the Algon- 
quin word or term, we write Manitou, which ia merely a term ot 
applied to any object, literally a "ftpirit." 

Uk&ltowoc Jtmctton, Brown County. Wiaeons 
and relation to tlie city of Manitowoc. 

MftHkAto, Blue Earth County, Minnesota, w 

meaning "bnle," or "blue earth." but mare 
earth." It was niimed by Mrs. Hinkley, on f 
SiOQz language. The proper spelling of the nai 
applied to the river on account of the color of i 

Kankata Jnactlon, Blue Earth County, Minnesota, 
neat and relation to the city nf Mankato. 

Uaailiu, Bureau County, Illinois, was plated by thi 
and was named from Manilna. New York, an 
Bo man general. 

MaDSlng, Carroll County, Iowa, was named for O. H. Manning, once Lieuten- 
ant Governor of Iowa. It was platted by the Western Town Lot Company 
in 1881. 

MfcT'f^'tMi Brown County. South Dakota, was named by and for John Mans- 
fleld, the ori(^nal owner of the town site. 

Hantorville, Dodge County, Minnesota. The first settlera in this bounty were 
three brothers. Feter, Biley and Frank Mantor; they settled on this town 
site in 1S53. When the town was platted it was named for them. 

ICuiTilla, Convene County, Wyoming, wns named for B. S. Manvilte, the tnao- 
ftger of the Converse Cattle Company, and afterwards and yet (1907) 
a prominent citizen of California. 



was named from its nearness 

named from aa Indian word, 

are properly it means "green 
n early settler wbo apoke the 
name was Mah-ka-to, and was 
il its water. 

med from its near- 



Uanyaska, Martin Coaaty, MinneRota, was platted by the Westem Town Lot 
Company in 1899. The same is Sioux Indian, meaning "silver" or "mon- 
ey." Literally it meana "white iron," mama, "iron" and aka "white." 
Some Indian Bcholare have claimed that the word moans "many lakes." 

MaplA Park, Kaue County, Illinois, waa named from a grove of hard or sugar 
maple trees (.Seer Baecharvm) nearliy. Its otiginal name was Lodi and it 
was nanieii from tb« Napoleonic battlefield or its bridge. 

Maple Bldge, Delta County, Michigan, nan bo named because of and from a 
nearby elevation that was heavily -e.overed by sugar or hard maple (Jeer 
Bacchanim) trees. 

Maple Elver Junction, Carroll Conoty, Iowa, mas named from the nearby river. 
The river iraa named because of the groves of soft maple (Acer taoehari- 
rtum) trees that lined its banks, when it was first koown to the whites. 

Mapleton, Monona County, Iowa, was named by W, H. Wilsey, from a heavy 
growth of soft maple (Acer saeebaHtiuia) treea growing on the banks of ths 
nearby Maple river. The river took its name from the fact that it was 
lined with soft maple {Aoer ioocharinitm} trees. Its first name was East 
MaidetoD. 

Maplewood, Cook County, Illinois, was named beeause of the great number ot 
soft maple (Acer saocJtartTtum) trees, that had been planted near here by 
the early sBttlnrB. 

Maqnoketa, Jackson County, Iowa, was named from the river, on the south 
bank of the south fork on which it is located. The word comes from th« 
Iowa Indian and means "Bear Eiver." The place was formerly called 
Springfield. This came was given it by J. E. Goodenow, who in 183S, 
moved here from New York State. The town was laid out in 1338 by J. 
E, Goodi'now and named Springfield from the city in Vermont or Massachu- 
setts, The name was changed to Maquoketa in 1844, 

Maribel, Manitowoo County, Wisconsin, was named from some nearby medicinal 
springB. The waters of these springs are believed to be of great value 
in the treatment of certain diseases and their worth seems to bo known 
far beyond their location. Tlie nnme has no real significance, as it was 
manufactured for the springs. 

Marathon, Buena Vista County. Iowa, was named from the battlefield in Greece. 

Marengo, McHenry County, Illinois, was named from the historic battlefield in 
Italy. Before this name was given it, the village waa called Pleasant 
Grove from a nearby grove of trees. 

Marathon City, Marathon County, Wisconsin, was named from the battlefield 
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Marenlsco, Gogebic County, Michigan. This viiliipc waa platted by the Mil- 
waukee, Lake Shore and Western Railway Company. Tlie name of thi« 
place waa assorted by nearly every person who waa asked about it, to he 
Indian, and if not fully Indian as it stands, then that it waa based on In- 
dian words, and by elision, corruption, transliteration, translation, or in 
some other way, bad been constructed from an Indian base. It was ai- 
•erted to have come from the Chippewa (Ojibway) Pottawatomie, Winne- 
bago, Oneida, Sioux and other tongues, and still no person waa able to defi- 
nitely locate it. The most expert Indian scholars were applied to, and 
white all were certain the word came from the Indian, none could place Its 
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ne hundred letters were written by the eom- 
d its origin and meaning, if it bad any. At 
ce, which covered the entire northwest as well 
teoded over a year, not a glimmer of deSmte 



} procured. Every person whoau attention was called to 
the case, with great good nature and courtea;, endeavored to find and iup- 
ply the facts needed, but all failed, and in the end the problem was no 
nearer solution than it was when the search began. 

By bare accident the compiler learned that Emmet H. Scott, of L> 
Porte, Indiana, in an earlj dny had owned a considerable tract of timber 
land in the vicinity where this toivn now stands. Mr. Scott was written to, 
and being in Italy, the letter followed him there, whence came the solution 
of the luyeteryl 

As the principal land owoer of the vicinity, Mr. Scott was asked to 
name the post office (when one came to be eetablisbed) and while thinking 
of a suitable name, he happened to see bis wife's name written out in full — 
Mary Belief Niloa Scott. The thought came to him to manufacture a name 
out of her name, and thus honor her, and perhaps, as well mjatify the 
generatioM to come! He took the letters "MA" from the Mary, "BE" 
from the Belief; the "NI" from the Niles and the "SCO" from the Scott, 
and putting them together he hnd the word. Ma-re-ni-sco. and the name for 
the post office and town, and the subject that had cauEed such a length of 
aeareh and mass of correspondence. 

It is neeilless to say the ' ' mystery ' ' connected with th« origin and con- 
struction of the name, has for mao^ years given Mr. Soatt much amusement 
and satisfaction. 

Marinette, Marinette County, Wisconsin, was Darned for Marinette Jacobs, the 
daughter of a semi-civilized Indian chief. The uame is a composite of the 
names Marie Antoinette. 

Marlon, Waupaca County, 'Wiaconsin, was named by B. F. Dorr for General 
Francis Marion of the Bevolution. 

Uama, Faribault County, Minnesota. Thig name is a corruption of Marne, the 
name of a province and a river in France, 

■larsliaU, Lyou County, Minnesota, was named by Colonel James H. Howe, of 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, in honor of W. B. Marshall, governor of the state 1866- 
1870. It was platted by the Winona and St. Peter Railroad Company in 
1872. 

Uarslialltowii, Marshall County, Iowa, was named by the Iowa Town Lot and 
Land Company, from Marshall, Michigan, whence had coma H. Anson, 
John Childs and others, who in 1853 laid out the town. The came was 
changed to its present form, as there already was a Marshall in Henry 
County, Iowa. 

Idarshfleld, Wood County, Wisconsin. This place was named by John J. Marsh, 
of Haverhill, Massachusetts, for bis uncle, Samuel Marsh. The land on 
which the town is located, was part of the lands granted by the United 
States to the Fox River Improvement Company for the purpose of estab- 
lishing a waterway between Green Bay and the Mississippi River. Horatio 
Seymour, Ezra aad A. B. Cornell, Eraatua Corning and William Allen But- 
ler, all of New York Stste and Samuel Marsh, of Massachusetts, were 
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•moDf tha original ownsra of the place. The legaod that thia place wa> 
named from Uarahflald, the home of Daniel Wabatar, in Maaasehuietta, la 
a mjth, propogated id very recent jean. We are indebted to the Hon. W. 
H. Upham, ei-goTaiDor of Wiseonain, for the facta in thia ease. Tha Oov- 
anoT hai been nearlj a life*loDg reaident and one of the moat promiaeit 
bniincia men of tha place. 

Mkitland. Fillnoie Count;-, WiaeoDain. Va» platted bj the Pioneer Towb Site 
Companj is ISS0 and named for Hartland Danielson, an ear!; lettler of tha 
place. 

M>MB Citf, Cerro Oordo County, Iowa. John B. Long in 13S1 settled h^re and 
named hia farm and the gtovc in -which his home wai built, "HBionie 
Orove," in hanor of the Freemaioaa. He and otbera laid out a Tillaje 
and called it "Shiboletb," a word well known to FreBtrnmona and read- 
ers of the Bible. In 18S4 Mr. Long boDght out his partners in the town 
eitP, and renamed it for hia son, Uaaon Long. In 185S the lust part of 
the name was dropped and "City" subEtitnted therefor. 

Uaatodon, Iron County, Michigan, was named from the MaatoJon iron mine 
that waa-oppned here. It was named beoanae bones of an eitiact maa- 
todon were found when sinking the shaft for the mine. 

Maurlea, Sioux County, Iowa. Was platted by the Western Town Lot Company 
in 1882 and whs named for Count MtLuriee of N'aasau and Prince nf Orange, 
■on of William, the Silent, count of Holland, Nassau and Orange. Maurice 
Bueeeeded hii father and was one of the leaders for many years in the war- 
fare with Spain. 

Karfair, Cook County, Illinois, was named from a novel in which thia name 
in uaed to represent a supposed portion of I^ondon, England, and of tha 
people who live in it. The original name of the town was Montrose and 
waa named for the place in Scotland. 

UaTWOOd, Cook County, Illinois, was named by Colonel W. T. Nichols, one of 
the owners of the original town site, for his daughter ' ' May. ' ' To this name 
he added "wood," because of the forest (woods) in this locality. The 
town waa laid out by the Proviso La.nd Company. This was one of a. very 
- few corporations that ever were chartered by the State of Illinois to deal' 
in lands. The company it still in existenee. 

HeTarlaiidl, Mnrquette County, Michigan, was named for A. McFarland, a pia- 
near farmer of the vicinity. 

Marililand, Buffalo County, Wisconsin, was named from a nearby fertile Held 
that once had been narshy land. 

lUdlUid, Stanley County, South Dakota. Wna named from a nearby postoffica, 
and that waa so named because it was supposed to be about half way 
between the Missouri and the south fork of the Cheyenne River. 

McBcnij, McHenry County, Dlinois, was named from the county, and that was 
named for General William McHenry. a prominent officer in the Black 
Hawk war. 

MeMinan. Marathon County, Wisconsin, was named for B. P. McMillan, a 
lumber man of Wisconsin. 

MeNanghton, Oneida County. Wisconsin, was named for a sawmill owner it 
thia point. It was formerly called HaEelbiir»t from the great growth 
of kaial (Corytu Amer(e»na) growLng here. Hurst or hoorjl is Germaa 
(or a "groYo." 



w QtOTt, MadiaoB CoudIj, Nebraska, « 
wood (PopuIiM Ci»iad«nM) that ^atood i 
Wwa. 

MachKBlcmU*, C«dBT CouBtj, Iowa, wu namecl b/ Jobn Otutat aad D, H. 
ConatiKk, the original ownen of ttie town lite, bonaijae the flrit toar avt- 
tlera were meebaniea. 

litdaiT, LaCrosie Countj, WiHeonaia. Thia place wie origiolij eaiiled Winona 
Junction, from tbe fact tbat at tbia point a, junction was fontdud with a Fail- 
road tfaat ran to Wioona, Minnesota. Its present name waa g>*«n'io boaot 
of Samuel Medar^, once ^vemor of Mianesota and of Kansaa, .ftod'. wbo 
emigrSited to the weit from Columbus, Ohio. 

MadlSA, Outagamie County, WiKDnaiu, wag named From Medina, Ohio, and [bat' 
waa named from the city in Arabia. 

Medin* Jnnctioii, Winnei>B8o County, Wisconsin, wsa namud from it* near 
DCM to and relation to tbe villago of Medina. 

Mali«M Park, Cook Conntv, Illinoie, waa named from Melroao Abbey in Scot 
land. Ita original name waa Melrose; tbe addition of the word "park" 
waa for the purpose of (supposed) "ei^phony." 

MMvllli Custer County, South Dakota, was named by Charles Perkins for bii 
■on, Metvin Perkins. Charles Perkins was a.a early settler hare. 

, Winnebago County, Wisconsin, i» from an Indian word, meaning 
"thorn" or "island." 

H«ld«ta, Dane Count;, Wisconsin. Its first name was Westport, but when s 
state hospital was incuted here, the name was changed by Dr. A. MeDill 
to ita present name. The name is from an Indian word meaning, in an^ 
Indian tongue "the junction of two trails," and in another, "the mouth 
ef a riTCf." 

MstiMiUBee, Meuomine* ('ounty, Michigan, was named from ths lottiao tribs 
iue eaters," and refers to the wild rine Chat before the white maa 
3 Wisconsin, formed the only vegetable diet of this tribe. 
I H^iaoii, Oiaiikee County, Wisconsin, is an Indian word, meaning "ladle," «r 
""featber." It was firat used for a river in Wisconsin because of a bend 
in the rivi^r resembling a paddle, or as some thought, a feather. 

■farcer, Iron County, Wisconsin, was named for (leneral Hugh Mercer of tks 
Kevotation, by a man of this name who lived here when the town wae-estab- 
liihed. This has caused many to think the town whs nams't for tbs loea^ 

MtrUxn, Stoel County, Minnesota, was named by F. J. Stephens, its founder. 

from Meriden, Connecticut. 
BCmtIsim, Sauk County, Wisconsin, was named from the river in New Hamp 

sbire and Massac busetta 
UMTluao, Cherry County, Nebraska, was named for John Herrtman, a train 

master in charge of the construction train, while the road waa being built 

tbrougb this locality. 
MetropoUtcn. Dickinson County, Michigan, waa named from the iron ore ■*!■• 

•( tbat name that waa opened herr. The name was expressive of the bops 

ef its founders as to its magnitude and vttla*. 
MleUgtBBe, Marquette County, Michigan. la an Indian word, meaniag "larg* 

lake" aad was adopted aa the name for the town from the nearby take. 
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Midway, LaCniBsa County, WinconS^n. J. B. Gaiit< 
it Halfway Creek, beeauSB it was located On a st 
the railway was built, tlicough the village, for br 
ent name. At one. tijife" jC was called Charlestoi 
once owned the-toirnJ- 

Middle Creek St«Mi' ^ards, Butte County, South Dakoti 



t)Ury. its founder, called 
aja ot tLat nanje, Wbea 
■ity it was given its pres- 
for Charles Nichols, who 
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11 in this part of the state 
: Minoeaota Biver nearby, 
facts, and the name of tba 



indicBte4.a pbiat that 

has n<i hiftorical sigDificauce. Tbe place i 

U]lf<)td,,%cbwii County, Minnesota. The Erst 

~. .WM 'located here, and a ferry established 

.'\ '■ Tte township was named Milford from thei 

town naturally followed. 
■ MlltliTlg, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, was named by George Bell, the owner 
of a saw mill built near here in an early day. 
Miller, Hand Coonty, South Dakota, was named by and for Henry Miller, the 

first settler in this place and founder of the town. 
Millerton, Butler County, Nebraska, was named for William P. Miller, one of 
tbe oldest sellers in this part of the state, who had a fanu and fine borne 

Milton Junction, Sock County, Wisconsin, was named from the township, and 
that was named for John Milton, the poet. 

Milroy, Redwood County, Minnesota, was platted iu 1902 by the Western Town 
Lot Company and was named for Major General Robert H, Milroy, a gal- 
lant Union soldier during the early days of the war of the rebellion. 

MUwaokee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. Uenry Gannett of the United States 
Geological Survey, says it was derived from the Indian word, Miliolce, mean- 
ing "good earth," or "good country." It has been spelled in many waya 
from that of Father Hennepin 's Melleoke of 1679 ; Meleke of a French map 
of 1646; MiliEarick of John Baisson de St. Cosme of 1699, down to the pres- 
ent. Tbe name of the first postoffice established was spelled Melwakee, and 
that of the second Milwauliie, Solomon Juneau postmaster in both caaea. The 
name Milwaukee is probably of Pottawattamie origin and was originally 
Mahnah-icatik-aeepe, a gathering place or council ground near tbe river. Vari- 
ous other deriviationa have been given. One is that it sprang from the 
name of a medicinal root called Man-teaa, which grew nowhere else, and 
caused the Indiana to speak of wan-o-toauitee, or place of the nmn-uau. But 
there was no valuable medicinal root growing in the vicinity of Milwaulcee 
that the settlers could not find oieewhsre. An interpreter for the Chippewaa 
is authority for the assertion that Milwaukee was first pronounced me-ne- 
aa-kee, and meant rich or beautiful land, but the land upon which the city 
is now located was not particularly fertile, although the site of the eity 
was beautiful. The first mention of Milwaukee is in the journal of Father 
Zenobe Membra, in 1679, which records the eiiatence of a tribe of Indians 
at the moutb of tbe Hillieki River. A priest named Father John BaissoD 
de St. Coeme touched at the Melwaril^ with a fiotUla of canoes in the fall 
of 1699 on the way from Mackinaw to what now is Chicago. LieutenaDt 
James Gorrell, of the Eightieth Royal American Regiment, mention ■ in 
his jonmal under date of September 1, 1761, tbe arrival of a party of Indians 
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from ilUviacks. In the Haldimasd papers, diaoovered in EngUnd and pab- 
lisbed by the 'Wisconsin State Histnrical Society, there ie a report by Capt. 
Samuel Robertson, of His Majesty's sloop Felicity, coacerning a, voysgs 
of diacoverj around Lake Michigan, in which he mentions MHwackey, 
under date of November 1, 1TT9. There are at least eleven or twelve spell- 
ings of this nord known to writers of early history. E. M. Haines in his 
North American Imdian snys, "Milwaukee is an Algonquin word for "good 
land," "rich land." The earliest mentiott is by Hennepin. He refers to 
a river in nbat is now Wisconsin, which he called UtUoke. This was doubt- 
less the French understanding of the sounds that made op tbe name, but it 
was not Indian of the Indians that lived there in Hennepin's time, u 
they had no sound ot "1" in their dialect, they used the sound of "n" 
instead. It is fair to believe that tbe word was derived from some Indian 
tribes, living along the river in Hennepin's time, and that the French used 
tbe sound "|" instead of "n." Min-wati-hee and Min-noan-kee would mean 
"good earth," "good place," or "good country." Min-au-kee would mean 
"country of berries." Mit-tig-ui aa-ka-kee meant forest." 

HlnAeld, Fremont County, Wyoming. This town was platted by the Pionanr 
Town Site Company and was named by it. The name is from the Arapo- 
hoe Indian language and meant "good." 

Mlimeota, Lyon County, Minnesota, was named by George P. Goodwin and tbe 
name is assumed to be a Dakota Indian word, meaning "much water." 
The town was platted by the Winona and 8t, Peter Railroad Company in 
1881. ItB first name was Nordland, and was given in honor of Norway. 

Mlnuesott City, Winona County, Minnesota, was named in 1852 from the statn 
by Robert Pike. 

Ulnnesota Jnuction, Dodge County, Wisconsin, was named from tbe state. 
Tbe town was located on a railroad that wai expected to reach and cross 
the then territory of Minnesota. 

Miranda, Faulk County, South Dakota, was named from the given name of tbe 
mother of the President of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway Com- 
pany. It was platted by the Western Town Lot Company in 1886. 

UlsElon TTill , Yankton County, South Dakota, was named by Bev. D. B. Nich- 
ols, from a nearby hill, on which in the early days, was maintained a small 
congregational country church. 

MjSBonil Valley, Harrison Coujity. Icwa. The original name was St. Johns, 
though the original town of that name was and is four miles distant from 
the present town. When the railroad was built up the valley of the Mis 
souri Biver, the name was changed to Missouri Valley Junction, as tha 
place was to be the junction ot two lines of railway. Its name was for 
brevity changed to the present form. The present town was laid out in IfiST, 

Kodale, Harrison County, Iowa. This is a name made from " Mo " the abbrevia- 
tion for Missouri (referring to the nearby river) and "dale" a smalt 
valley or glen, that at this point ran down to the ' ' river 's brink. ' ' 

Mokoma. Nntrnna County, Wyoming;. This name is from tha Ojibway Indian 
word jnotowian, meaning "knife.'' 

Molngona, Boone County, Iowa, was named from the Indian Mi-ko-nang, mean- 
ing "road." The French spoke tie word as if spelled Moingona, and short- 
ened to Main, and used that as a part of the name for the river, which we 
now call the Des Moines River. C. E. Vail, of New Jersey, named this town. 




MoBil»inln, B&rriioD Countr, Iowa. Thia i« an IsdiBB word maaniO); "tatm," 
•r the ")ilae« wbere eotn growa." iMagteWow in bii ao&g of Jtiswathi. 
make* Uomjamin wreitle aod ba throiiB and buried bj Hiawatha, aad frani 
hia bodj' eomes cotd, "the friend of man." 

HoBieo Jonction, Oaeida Count;, Wiaeoaiin, wai named bj B. F. Docir. Tht 
name feemi to have been made for tbii place ai do trace of it* orifia (na 
be found. 

Honmoiith, Jaekion County, Iowa, wa« named from the towaitup. That waa 
nained from tbe Bevolutionury battl-e of the war of the Barolution, Ju&r 
leth, IT7S. 

Monowi, Boyd County, Nebraakn, waa platted by the Pioneer Towm Site Con 
pany in 1S02. The name given it waa made for the purpoM and waa 
intended to be aeeepted ai an Indian word. Soma people claim it i* InJias 
and means "a flower," but no adequate authority aeema to be found for 
tkat ataertion. 

HoniO*, Turner County, South Dakota, wat platted in 18S7 ueder th« naraa of 
Warrington, by tbe Pioneer Town Site Company, and waa fliallf ■antd 
UoDToe for ei-President Monroe of the United Statea. 

UuitfoTt, Grant County, Wiaransin, waa named from an old fort, or paliaaadr-1 
block bouBO thnt in an esrlr day waa built on a nearby monad, •• a pri' 
teetion to the aettlera against hostile Indiana. Its poatofGce waa aneeefl- 
•JToIy called Wingville and Podunk, but now agrees with the name of the 
village. 

IfontTDM Siding, Manitowoc County, Wieeoaaia. Tbia place waa named from 
Montrose wbi^rh waa referred to by Sir Walter Scott in hia legend of Mont 
roae, and that undoubtedly came from the town of that name in Scotland. 

MontODI, Tama County, Iowa. The original name waa Orford. The present 
name i* from a county in Pennsylvania. That wsa named for Andrew Moa- 
tour, son of Madam Margret Montour, and an Oneida Indian. The Madam 
had before her marriage with the On«ida been married to a Seneca Indian. 
Montour was an interpreter and guide and wsa faithful to the whitea at a 
time when half breeda were nearly all enemiea to the whitea and wer« 
treacherous. Th« Madam bad aereral daugbtera who werf noted women in 
tbeir locality. 

Honete, Fremont County, Wyoming, was laid out in 1908 and named fron s 
village in O'Brien County, Iowa, which was named from tbe ancient name 
of the Island of Anglesey. A local legend declared the word was Spaniab 
and meant "little money." 

Hooiliaad, Monona County, Iowa, wsa platted in 1S99 by the Weatera Town Let 
Company and named for J. B. Moorbead, an early aettler. 

Morgan, Bedwood Connty, Minnesota, was platted in 1ST8 by the Western Town 
Lot Company and was named for Henry Iiewia Morgan, the American 
soldier, author and explorer. He explored in an earty day thia part of Min- 
neaota and wrote a full hiatory of the American beayer (CMtoT Ameneana) 
and ita works. 

Hoilti, Deuel County, South Dakota, waa named for Aadrew Uorita, an aarlj 
nearby settler. 

m, Whiteside County, Illinois, waa named by Lyman .Tobnann, the arig- 
ir of the toirniite, for Charles Morrison, of New York City. 
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HonN, BnrBmn Countj, Illiuoii, was named (or W. E. Mofm, a rtilrokd official 
of ChUB[o. Ita poitoffiee ii ealUd Irf>mbardvil1«, and «*• formarlj •■ll^il 
Coda, a miiipelling of Code, from id earl; Mttlci bcre. 

M«ne Bluff, Saunderi County, Nebraska, wu platted in ISBT and nampil Mnri>« 
hj the Pioneer Town Site Companj'. To prevent eonfuiion owinf to ari' 
other Morte on th« line of the North Wetterti Road, the word "Bluff," 
w>a added to the atation name. The place was named for Chai. W. Morf« 
of North Bend, Nebraeka, who ooee owned the land on whieb the town aite 
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MonUnd, Cook Connt7, IltinnU. When thii place wa* plntted it wa* under 
water matt of the time; tbie caused H. H. Porter oae of the ownera to say 
"more land and lesi water is much needed here." The llrit wordi of Ihii 
Bcntenee were taken ai the name for the town. 

M«Ml, Sheboygan County, Wiaconain, waa named for the river (Moeelle) ia 
Germany and France, that is noted tor the vinoyarda on ita banks and the 
wine that ia made therefrom. 

UotUng, Oconto County, ^Viaennsin, waa originally called Ltnwood (rem the 
"Iiinn" or "basswood" (Tilia Amerioana) trees that grew nearby. When 
that name waa dropped, it was named fur a merchant doing buainesa there. 

Uoiuit Horeb, Dane County, Wi.iconain, wae named from Mount Horeb, ia 
Arabia, Petria on tho Sinai Poninsula, the suppoaed dwelling place of the 
ancient laraelitish ''Jehovah," who appeared to Moses and gave him "The 
Law." The word ia supposed to mean "Mount of God." 

Monnt pTMpect, Cook County, Tllinni*. was so named beeauM it wa< rbnaght 
that the name waa descriptive of the place. 

HoDnt Vemon, Linn County, Iowa. The town was laid out by A. J. Willetti ia 
1847 and waa named for th« Virginian home of George Waabington. 

IfDuntAlii, Oconto County, Wisconsin, was platted by the Western Town Lot 
Company in 18B6. It WBB named from its location in a deep raUey be- 
tween very high and precipitous hills. It got this name in the earty ataga 
dayi, when the stages had to climb these hills, or, as the drivers called 

MOTille, Woodbury County, Iowa, was platted by the Western Town Lot Com 
pany in 1S87, and was named from "Mo.," the abbreviation of the word 
(referring to the neSirby river) and the word "ville" — village. 

inty. Miehigsn, waa named for a man named Mum- 

and made eliareoal here. 
lois, was named by A. P. Dyaart, the original owner 
given it, the town waa called 
be Sac or Fox Indian, but the 



HUnforda, Mor 

ford, who owned kilnj 

ITachmi, Lee County, Illii 

of the town site. Before this name ws 
Taylor. The present name is supposed t 



NadMn, Menominee Couoty, Michigan, was named by the couoty authoritipa 
for "Tony" Nadcau, an early aettler. 

Hftnntft, Delta County, Michigan, waa originally named Deerfield. The origin 
or significance of that name is lost. The present name ia from tha river in 
BercegOTina in Europe. Its Slavic name ia Nantva; ancient Naro, and ia 
anglieiced as above. Ita poatofGce ia called Bark Biver. 

KaahTiUa, Jackson County. Iowa, was named in 1SS4 by Dr. D. S, Teeple from 
the city in Tennessee. 



I 



ITkUoDft, Natrona County, Wyoming, was named from the county. The eounty 
was named from the Spaniah word Matron, meaning "Native Carbocite of 
Soda," which ie plentiful here. 

Necedah, Juneau County, Wisconsin. The name is a corruption of OJibway In- 
dian nusida, meaning "let there be three of us." The rivei on which 
the village is located is called "Yellow Birer" by the whites, but by the 
iDdians was called nujtido. 

Nekoosa, Wood County, Wisconsin, was named from the Nekoosa Paper Com- 
pany. The word is Winnebago Indian anil tu that tongue means "run- 
ning water." The Indians gave the place that name because of the rap- 
ids here in the Wisconsin River, The first white settlers here, amongst 
whom was Daniel Whitney, who built s mill here in 1834, called the place 
Whitney's Bapiils, tor this Daniel Whitney, In 1S4T it was called "Point 
Boss," for a, lumberman named Bosa, In 1893, ita name was deflnitely 
fixed as Nekooaa. 

NBenai. Winnebago County, Wisconsin. The name is derived from an Indian 



Drd mea 



ing ' 



name is a Chippewa (Ojibway) 

B goes before." The word was 

early and much loved c 



Negaimee, Marquette County, Michigan. The i 

Indian word meaning "first" "ahead" "hi 

selected by Peter White {Pierre La Blanc), 
' of Marquette, Mich., at Ibe suggestion of the owcers of the Pioneer Iron 

Company as the best word he could think of that would represent the word 

' ' Pioneer. ' ' 
Nashville, Forest County, Wisoonsin, was named for G. V, Nash, of Forest City. 

Arkansas, 
Hellgli, Antelope County, Nebraska, was named in 1873 by William B. Lambert, 

for John D. Neligh of West Point, Nebraska, who platted the town site. 
Nelson, Lee County, Illinois, was named for Samuel Nelaon, an early settler 

Nensil, Cherry County. Nebraska, was named for George Nenzil. an early set- 
tler of this part of the county and the owner of the land on which the 
town is located, 

B County, Wisconsin, This name was built up from Nash 

ia of the early settlers near this town. For 

s spelled N«sb instead of Nash. 

Nevada, Story County, Iowa. This is a Spanish word meaning "snow clad" 

"snowy land," and was originally applied to snow capped mountains. The 

town WHS named by the county commissioners in 1S53, from the Sierra Ne. 

Nevada aulch. Lawrence County, South Dakota, was named from the gulch i 



Kesbkora, Marquette 
euphony the firs 



which it ia located. That » 

was named from the Spanish w 

and was originally applied to sc 
Newald, Forest County, Wisconsin, 

Lot Company and was named I 

vicinity. The name was changed i- 

erty in the vicinity. 
Newbold, Oneida County. Wisconsin, was named (or Fred, Newbold, a nephew 

of F, W. Bhinelander, President of the Milwaukee, Lake Shore and West- 



med from the State of Nevada, and this 
I meaning "snow clad" "snowy land," 

capped mountains, 
s platted in 1905 by the Western Town 
s for Chan. Boss, an early settler of th« 
1 1906 to Newald for the owner of prop- 
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a Railroad, nbeo it was bnilt tbro' Ibis plaea. Ur. Nanbold awiMd 

and operated a saw mill at Tigertoo, WiBCODiin. 

ir*w Iiondon, Waupaca County, Wisconsin, waa uainsd in 1852 b7 B. Smith, 
wbeD building a. plaok road between Appleton and Stevens Point, from hla 
old home in Connecticut. 
Xbw Loudon JnncUon, Outagamie County, WiscooBin. The name naa given thli 
•ite because at tbis point, anotber railroad erossed that of the Chleaga 
and North Western Company, which rutii tbro' New London proper. 

Wvwman'a Grare, Madison County, Nebraska, wai platteil in 1S8S bj the Pio- 
neer Town Site Company and wns named from a nearby grovB. Thia 
grove was named for one of tbe first aettSers in this part of the statp, who 
planted tbe grove that was ultimately known by this same. 

Newport, Bock County, Nebraska. During the time the Governmont was 
building tbe United States Military Post at Fort Niobrara, a bridge wai 
built across the Niobrara Kiver some ten or twelve miles north of this 
place, and mule trains crossed there and followed the north side of the river 
for a good many miles west. This bridge was called tbe Newport Bridgs. 
When the railroad waa built the Cfaief Engineer thereof, thought it proper 
to call this place Newport, because it waa the noaroat point to the bridga 
aforesaid. 

KawtOU, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, was named for Sergeant John Newton 
of the Bevolutionary War. The postoffice ia called Timothy. 

Vsw Ulm, Brown County, Minoesota, was named New Utm by immigrants from 
their native city, (Ulm} in Germany. 

Klekenon, Dodge County, Ni-braska, was named for Captain Frederick Nlek- 
erson, a sea captain, steamboat owner and capitalist of Boston, Masaa- 
chu setts. 

KlcDllet, Nicollet County, Minnesota, iraa named for Jean Nicholas Nicollet, 
a French eiplorer and Cartographer. He waa born in Savoy in 1781 and 
came to the United States on a selentiflc tour. He explored the southern 
states and then via the Bed, Arkansas and Missouri Bivers he traveraed the 
great central basiin at the continent. In 1836 he visited the sources of the 
Mjasissippi river and prepared maps of his journeys for the United State* 
Government. He died in Wnshington, D. C, in 1843. 

Hllcg Center, Cook County, Illinois, was named for the township. That waa 
named for Nilea a village in Cayuga County, New York. 

Niobrara, Knox County, Nebraska. This is an Indian word meaning "swift 
water" "running water." nnd was flrst applied to the river and from thai 
waa applied to the town site. 

Node Banch, Converse County. Wyoming, was named from the cattle brand of 
a nearby cattle ranch, that was owned by a Denver, Colorado, eorporation, 
and that was managed by Frank 8. Lusk, for whom the town and station of 
LuBk, were named. The name Node was taken from a work on astronomy. 

Noia, Nuckolls County, Nebraska, was platted in 1888 under tha name of South 
Nora by the Pioneer Town Site Company and was named from Nora, 
DlinoiB, whence its earliest settlers emigrated. Nora, Illinois, was named 
by Colonel B. B. Mason, Chief Engineer of the Itlinois Central railroad at 
the request of J. M. Douglas, its President, for a woman living there when 
the vill.ige was started. He said it was a small place and should have a 
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Norfolk, Madison County, Nebraska, -waa named by ex-Govemoc John M. 
Thayer from the county in England and from Norfolk, Ma asachu setts. A 
local though untrue legend is to the effect that it was named for the north 
fork of tha Elkhom Hiver. 

Norfolk Junction, Madison County, Nebraska, was platted in 1881 by the Pio- 
neer Town Site Company and was named from its proximity to tbe City of 
Norfolk. 

Norraandy, Bureau County, Illinois, was named for tha Norman family from 
whom the land for the town site was bought. 

Noirie, Marathon County, Wisconsin, was named for Gordon Norrie, for many 
years, Treaanrer of the Milwaukee, Xake Shore and Weatern Eailroad. 

North Anrota, Kane County, IHinoia, was Mimed from its being north and near 
to the city of Aurora. 

Hovrlin, Stanley County, South Dakota, was named from a nearby poatoffice. 
That was named for Major Henry J. Nowlan of the United States Array. 
In naming the postofBce it was erroneously spelled and this corrupt spell- 
ing has followed into the spelling of the name of the towu. 

North Avenue, Cook County, Illinois. This is merely a station located on North 
Avenue in the city of Chicago; the Avenue when so named was the north- 
ern limits of the city. 

North Chicago, Lake County, Illinois, The original name of this place waa 
South Wflukegan, and waa so named because of its joining the limits of 
that city. Its name waa ultimately changed by some real estate speculators 
who bought the place. 

North Freedom, Sauk County, WisconaiD, was named from the sentiment that 
should animate all Americana. The town waa originally named Bloom 
by O. Van Meenan for G. W. Bloom, the original owner of the town site. 
Tha name was changed to North Freedom on petition from the citizens, 

Notthfield, Cook County, Illinois, was named from NortheelJ, Massachusetts, 
and that was so named because of its northerly situation in the county of 
Franklin. 

Northvllle, Spink County, South Dakota, was named by the railroad company 
from the fact that the station then waa the most northerly station on 
the railroad. The town was platted in 1881 by the "Weatern Town Lot 
Company, 

NorwaUc, Monroe County, Wisconsin, was named by 8. McGarry the original 
owner of the town site, from his residence in the State of Ohio. Norwalk, 
Ohio, that was named for Norwalk in Connecticut, and that was derived 
from an Indian word meaning "A point of land," 

Norway, Benton County, Iowa, was named by Osman Tuttle, a Norwegian, 
from his native state. 

Norway, Dickinson County, Michigan, waa named because of the abundance of 
so-called Norway pine (Pinus re«i»ia«a— " Hed Pine") that grew in the 
vicinity when the town was establisbed. 

Norwood Park, Cook County, Illinois, was named Norwood by the owner of the 
town site from a novel written by Henry Ward BeecliRr. The word "Park" 
waa afterwards added to distinguish this place from Norwood in Mercer 
County, lilinoiii. 



History of the Place Names of The North Western Line 



lOU 



:, Nuckolls County, Nebraska, waa platted b 1888 by the Pioneer Town Site 

Company and was named from Oak Creek, a tributary of the Big Blue Eiver 

that runs through the town. The creek was named because of tho graves 

of oak trees that lined its banks. 

■ OAk Center, Fond du Lac County, Wiaconein. Was named by Perry H. Smith, 

an officer of the original Chicago and North Western Railway, bocauBo the 

town was established in a grove of oaks. 

Osikdale, Antelope County, Nebraska, naa laid o 

L Site Company and waa named by I. N. Taylor 

I was part owuer in the town site. H« 

p trees that grew around the place. 

Oakes, Dickey County, North Dakota, was named for Thomaa F. Oakea aa 



1 by the Pioneer Town 
r of Omaba, Nebraska, who 
t Oakdale becanse of the oak 






□f the Northern Pacific Bailroad. The town was laid out in US6 
by the Western Town Lot Company. 

Oakfield. Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, was ao named by Jacob Brewster, an 
early settler, because it waa located in a grove of oak trees. 

Oak Park, Cook County, Illinois. The settlement was Srat known as Kettle- 
strings' Grove. The secoud name vraa Oak Bidge. Whon in the summer 
of 1846, the railroad reached here from Chicago, the station was named 
Harlem from Harlem in Holland, and the postofBce was named Noyesville 
for an old settlor. The present name followed the aboTe and was adopted 
because of the many oak trees that grow on the village plat. 

Oconto, Oconto County, Wiaconain, was named from the river. The word 
is Indian. In one language it means "red ground" and in the Menominee 
dialect, "place of the pickerel." The river waa, by the early settlers, 
called the Pickerel Biver. The Indians also called the black bass Oconto. 

Oda, Fremont County, Wyoming, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com- 
pany and was named for an Indian (Omaha tribe, perhaps) word meaning 

Oconto Falls, Oconto County, Wiscousio, was oamed because it is located near 
the falls of the Oconto Biver. 

Dctavla, Butler County, Nebraska, was laid out in 1887 by the Pioneer Town 
Site Company and was named for Mrs. Octavia Speltz, wife of Allan 
SpelCz, a prominent farmer of the vicinity, who desired that the town 
should be so named. 

Odanah, Ashland County, Wisconsin, is an Ojibway Indian word meaning 
"town" or "village." 
iebolt. Sac County, Iowa, was so named from a stream that runs through tha 
town. The came is a corruption of Odebeau, the name of a French trap- 
per, who in 1S55 lived on the bank of the creek. The town was platted 
by the Blair Land Company in 1877. 

Watonwan County, Minnesota, waa laid out in 1899 by the Western Town 
Lot Company and was named from Odin, a village in Marion County, 
waa named for the heathen god Odin of the aueieot northern 
nations. 

Oelnchs, Full River County, South Dakota, was named for Henry Oelricha, who 
owned a cattle ranch in the immediate vicinity. 

Ogden, Boone County, Iowa, was named for William B. Ogden, an early Presi- 
dent of the Galena and Chicago Union and of the Chicago & North West- 
rail road a 
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iOkee, Columbia County, Wiaconsio, nas named hj Hn. (I>t.) Miller Blakeley. 
It is an IndinD word meHDiiig "evil HpiritB." Id anotbeT Indian dialect 
the word ia Avke and me&ns "earth" or "place." The early French 
maps give tbe name as Oltee. 

, Douglas County, Nebraaka, ia an Indian word meaoing "up stream." 
Tbe name irau suggested for the toiru by Jesse I<owe. OTHaha is also the 
name of a tribe dcHignated as the "up-stream people." In Lenia and 
Clark's day, the tribe nag known as the Mah-ha». 

Omaha Heights, Dougtaa County, Nebrnaka, was so named because the atation 
was located on a height of land adjoioing the city of Omaha. 

Onalaska, La Crosse County, Wisconsin, Onalaska ia doubtless af Indian deii- 
vatioQ or construction ; its meaning is doubtful. Some claim, it meani 
"bright water," and othera, that it waa the name of a Winnebago Indian 
woman and that it had no meaning. It ia also claimed the name came 
from the Alaaka Indians or from a Hussian corruption of an Indian word, 

Onava, Monona County, Iowa, was laid out in 1857 by the Monona Land Com- 
pany, and afterwarda was named from an elision of Onoviay, ons of the 
characters in Longfellow's poem of the story of Hiawatha. The word 
means "awake" or "wide awake. ' ' 
I O'NeiU, Holt County, Neliraska, was laid out in 1899 by the Pioneer Town 
Site Company. The town was named for General John O'Neill, the Irish 
patriot, who took a large colony of his countrymen, from Scraoton, Peun- 



settled them i 



cinity- 



t of the 



a ordered that do spiritoi; 
nd that prohibition sti 



■r of the 



aylvf 

obtains. 
Onslow, Jonea County, Iowa, was named by W. T. i 

■ite, for an ex-Governor of the State of Maine. 
Ontario, Story County, Iowa, waa named by H. Scott, the owner of the town 

site, from Ontario, Richland County, Ohio, where he once lived. 
OOBtborg, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, waa named by Peter Doane from 

Oostburg ia Holland, whence Mr. Doane and many of the settlers in the 

vicinity hnd emigrated. 
OTftlabOr, Polk County, Iowa, was named by John Albrecht, the owner of the 

land where the village waa established. Its signiScanee if it ever had any 

seems to be tost. 
Oral, Fall Hiver County, South Dakota, was named from a nearby postoffice, 

that was named Oral from the word that means "uttered through the 

mouth," and waa selected to show that from the time the place waa so 

named "it would be a place that would be mentioned or spoken about in 

place of merely being pointed at ot known by sign language." The place 
B formerly known as Cheyeni 



a 1S72, an 



'd for William I, the Silent, Count 
lly Count of Holland, by Henry Hos- 



wiaheii 



honor the Holland- 



Orange City, Sioux County, Iowa, 
of Naasau. Prince of Orange 
pers who laid out the town i 
era who early settled in thia county 

Ordway, Brown County, South Dakota, i 
ernor ot Dakota Territory. The ti 
liot Company in 1880. 

Ole Doclc Junction. Aabland County, Wiaconsin, is merely the railroad operat- 
ing name for a junction point, nod baa no significai 



named for N. G. Ordway, once Qov- 
was platted by the Western Town 
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Dane L'uuiitj', WiacoiiBiD, nas named frnm the township ond tbat wu 
n&med from tlie State of Oregon. The meaning of tlia word ia in dis- 
pute. Some authorities claim it was derived from Origanum, the botanical 
oame of a plant; others claim it vaa derived from the Spanish Oregonet, 
which was a name given the Indiana inhabiting the region, hf e. Jesuit 
priest, and that the word means "big eared men." 
;'OtIii Junction, (Jonverae County, Wjoming, was named from the given name of 
Orin Hoghitt of Genoa, Cayuga County, New York, an uncle of the president 
of tbe Chicago * North WoBtern railway. The word "Junction" was added 
to the man's name because the place became the junetiou of two railroads. 

Osier, Delta County, Michigan. This name wns suggested by the abundance of 
the Osier, (Salix dieeolor) a variety of willow, that were found here when 
located. 

OHb, Linn County, low.i, was named for Harrison Gray Otis of Massachusetts. 

OwasB, Hardin County, Iowa. This name is a corruption of the Sac Indian word 

—meaning a, "bear." 
'Owatonna, Steele County, Minnesota, was named from the river. The word 
is SiouK Indian and meant "straight." It was applied to the river in 
derision, as it ia about the crookedest river in the state. The Indian 
word was spelled O-wa-ton-Tiia. 
LOwanka, Pennington County, South Dakota. This place was originally named 
"Wicota, which is a Sioux Indian word, meaning "a, crowd." That name 
was dropped and the place is now named Owanlca, which is a Sioux In- 
dian word meaning "a camp" or a "good camping ground — (place,)" 

Oio, Menominee County, Michigan, was named from the Spanish word mean- 
ing "gold," because it was thought that metal had been found here. 

Oronoco, Olmsted County, Minnesota. Wag named from the Orinoco River in 
Venezuela, but in some now unknown way, the name was misspelled when 
the plat of the village wns recorded. 

Orson. Harrison County, Iowa, was laid out in 1809 by the Western Town Lot 
Company. Before the coming of the railroad, a nearby postoflice had this 
name, and it was translated to the new location. It was named for Orson 
Pratt, a prominent Mormon church ofiicial. 

Oabome, Iron County, WiscoDsin, was named for A. L. OsDorne, who had the 
management ot extensive sawmills at Giles, Wisconsin, and was General 
Manager of the Hemlock Company and of the Montreal River Lumber 
Company at Giles, Wiaconaio. 

Oshawa, Nickollet County, Minnesota. Oshawa is an Indian word meaning 






s the r 



inty, W 



led for a Winnebago Indian 

"horny part of the foot of 

s suggested by Eobert 

luggestcd and finally to settle 

hold and Oshkosh was adopted by the vote 



Oshkosb, Winnebago Cor 
Chief. The wol 
beasts or birds." This 

the question, an election 1 

!, Cook County, Illinois. The namo was transferred from the political 
division in Germany, by the early settlers who were iniraigrants from the 
Palatinate. The town was laid out by Darius or Joel Wood who came hera 
from Smithdeld, Pennsylvania in 1S46. Darius Wood died at this ploice 
in 1907. 




P&nola, Iron County, Michigan. la an Indian word meaning "cotton." For 
tliia tocalitj it was borrowed from a place in Floridai, and was adopted bj 
W. B. Linsiey for this place. 

FRilceT, Turner County, South Dakota, was nameJ for the family name of tho 
wife of one of the officers of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paiat Baitroad. 

Parkersburg, Butler County, Iowa, was named by J. P. Parker, an early hotel 
keeper here, for Nathan H. Parker, of Davenport, Iowa, a noted writer in 
the 50g and 60b of the early history of the Nortb West and of guide books. 

Park Bidge, Cook County, IllinoiB. Its first name was Brickton, but for 
euphony, that name was dropped and the present one substituted. The 
present name was applied, because the site of the village is on a ridge. 

ParrjHl], Langlado County, Wiacontin, "waB named for a long-time Director, of 
the Milwaukee, Lake Shore and Western Eailroad, the first railroad that 
was bnilt through this place. 

Partridge, Murquette County, Michigan, was named frnm a nearby stream, and 
that was named because of the great number of "drumming partridges" 
(ruffed grouae) the engineers found there when the land was firat surveyed. 

Paulding, Ontonagon County, Michigan. Paulding was named for John Pauld- 
ing, who assisted in the capture of Major Andre of Eevolutionary infamy. 

Paulllna. O'Brien County, Iowa, waa named for the Paullina Brothers, early 
settlers and large land owners here when the town waa established. The 
town was laid out in 1882 by the Western Town Lot Company. 

Paxton, Eedwood County, Minnesota, was platted in 18T9 by the Western Town 
Lot Company, and was named for the botaniat, Sir Joseph Paxton, of Eng- 
land, who was prominent in promoting emigration to the United States. 

Pecatonica, Winnebago County, IllinoiB. The town was named from the river 
OD which it is located. This was named from a corruption of the Indian 
word pickatolica, the Indian name of a species of fish. 

FeeblCB, Fond da Lac County, Wisconsin, was named for and by Ezra Peebloa, 
the first owner of the town site. 

Felican, Oneida County, Wisconsin. The village was named for the lake oa 
which it IB located. The lake was named because of the "pelicans" 
(Pelican orylhrornynchw) that abounds on the lake every fall. That 
an Indian Chief who lived on the lake, carried the same name in the In- 
dian tongue that the lake did, is doubtless a legend only, as no nich 
Indian name can be found. 

Pence, Iron County, Wisconsin, was platted 1890 by the Milwaukee, Iriike Shore 
and Western Railway and named for Mr, Pence of Pence and Snyder of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, who were early mine operators here. 

Pensaukee, Oconto County, Wisconsin, is a corruption of the Ojibway {Chippe- 
wa) Indian word pindjsagi, meaning "inside the mouth of a river." It 
was named by P. B. Gardner, the original owner of the town site. 

Fentoga, Iron County, Michigan, was named by parties operating a mill here. 

Th« name was manufactured and has no meaning. 
Peoria, Peoria County, Illinoia, is a corrupted form of an Indian tribal nam« 
signifying "carriers" or "packers." Its earliest name of the town seems 
to have been La Ville de Maillet, and afterwards waa called Fort Clark. 
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Fort Cieve Couer of LaSalte and Touti, wba located here or Dear bere, Tbe 
eitj ie on the lUinoiB river which wob discovered bj Bobert Cavalier, Sieuer 
de La Salle in 1670. 
Ferbins, Delta County, Michigan, was named for Joaiah Perkins, the earliest 

settler here. 
FcironvIIle, Menominee County, Michigan, wm named for M. Perron, a "job- 
ber" an* trader at this point. 
Feshtl^, Marioette County, Wisconsin, was named from the river. The word 

is Indian and means — "wild goose river." • 

FeteiBlniTg, Boone County, Nebraska, was laid out in 1S87 by the Pioneer Town 
Site Company, and was named for John Pctera of A'bion, Nebraska, who 
was United States Collector of Internal Hevenue, and wbo owned the land 
on which the town site was located. 
I Feterson, Clay County, Iowa, was named for Adlie Peterson, tbe original owner 
of the town site. The town was laid out in 1881 by the Western Town Lot 
Company. 
Peterson Avenue, Cook County, Illinois. The avenue on which this station waa 
catabliahed, was named for P. 8. Peterson, a prominent tree grower, whose 
nursery was on this street. The station was named from the street. 
_ PetentviUe, Clinton County, Iowa, waa named from the family of John Peters, 
who early settled in the vicinity. The town was once called Quigley, (or 
the once owner of the land on which the railroad station is located. 
Peterson's, Delta County, Michigan, wo-a named tor Atle Peterson, a farmer of 

the vicinity. 

Piedmont, Meade County, South Dakota., was laid out in 1890 by Captain C. V. 
Gardner of the Spring Valley ranch.. It waa named from its position at the 
L foot (base) of a moimtain, by Captain Gardner who owned a nearby ranch. 

I Korce, Pierce County, Nebraska, was named from the county, which was named 
I for Franklin Pierce, once president of the United States. 

I Pierre, Hnghes County, South Dakota, was named from the old American Fur 
I and Trading Company's post, Fort Pierre, which waa opposite on the west 

I bank of the Missouri River. That was named in honor of Pierre Ghotean, 

I Jr., of St. Lonis, Missouri, who was for man; years interested in tbe fur 

I trade with the western Indians. The town was platted in 18S0 by the 

I Western Town Lot Company. See Fort Pierre in this book for a more 

r lengthy mention of Fort Pierre. 

FitxtOn, Redwood County, Minnesota. Paxton was named from the transliterft- 

tion of an Indian word. It means ' 'standing" or " dead water." 
Phillip, Stanley County, South Dakota. Was named for James (Seotty) Phillip, 
I a Scotchman from Morayshire, Scotland; ex-Senator for the Twenty-fifth 

I Senatorial District of South Dakota; was a ranchman, stock dealer and 

I raiser, and has a herd of one hundred buffalo {Bos A-mericjina) six milea 

I north of Fort Pierre. He has been on "the plains" since he was sixteen 

I years old, ond was a cowboy and pioneer in the Black Hills. He waa in the 

1 service of the United States Quartermaster's Department, and has been a 

I banker, merchant, county commissioner and real estate agent. 

■ftersoii, Woodbury County, Iowa. The town was named for Andrew Pierson. 
m an early settler of the vicinity. His name was also given to a tributary 
B of the Sioux Eiver that heads near this place. 
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out in 188B bj the Pioneer Town 
aed for Ad&ni Filger, tbe owner of the Und on 
a platted. 

1 County, "WiBconaiu. The town was named from th« 

That was bo named because of the numerous white 

□und along its banks when tbe whites first settled 



nigOi, StanloQ County, Nebraska, ' 

Bite Company and y 

which the town wi 
Fine Oreek, Trempeles 

itream it is located o 

pine treoa tbat were 

Flna Island, Goodhue County, Minnesota. The village was named in 1S5S by 
Moses Jewell an e&rly settler, from the fact tbat when he came tiere he 
found a small island with a solitary large white pine tree growing on it- 
Pine Bldge, Delta County, Michigan. The place was named Pine Ridge heeaose 

it ia located in a pine forest that grew on a high ridge of land. 
Hegah, Harrison County, Iowa, was lai<l out in 1889 by the Weatorn Town Lot 
Company and was named from the mountain in Palestine that is mentioned 
in the Bible. It was named by the Monnona during their hejira. 
FlAlns, Marquette Couuty, Michigan. Tbe place was named from the barren 

sand plains that Burrouud tbe town site. 
Plainview, Wabasha County, Miuneaota. Its earliest name was Centerville. 
In 1S56 the present name was substituted, beeanse the town was located 
on a high prairie, from which the country was for many miles in "plain 



'(si, 



t.) 



Flainview, Pierea County, Nebraska. This village was laid out in 1880 by the 

Pioneer Town Site Company and was named from the fact that it was in 

plain view from all sides for many miles. 
Planks, Olmsted County, Minnesota. The village was named from the name of 

a "country tavern" that in an early day was kept here by Jobn A. Planks. 
PlatteTllle, Grant County, Wisconsin. Platteville was named by John H. Roun- 

tree, the original owner of tbe town site, from a nearby stream, that the 

French called plate meaning "dull," "flat," "shallow," a term they 

thought applicable to the stream. 
Platte River, Saunders County, Nebraska. This station was named from 

the river. That from the French plate, meaning "dull, " "shallow, " "fiat," 

a term singularly applicable to this river as it is wide and very shallow. 
Pleasant Prairie, Kenosha County, Wisconsin. Tbe place was named from the 

townsliip, and that was given as a descriptive n; 

locality. 
Plum Creek, KoHHuth County, Jowa. The village was 

stream; that was named from the fact tbat its ban! 

with wild plum trees. 
Plymonth, Sheboygan County, Wisconaio. This village was named in 1845 by 

K. P. Davidson, from Plymouth, Massachusetts, whence lie had emigrated. 

At an earlier day it was called Springfield. 
Polk City, Polk County, Iowa, was named from the county. The county waa 

named (or ei-Presidcnt James K. Polk. 
PopUr Grove, Boone County, Illinois, was named in 1B45, from the fact tbat 

the first building here erected was in a large grove of "poplar" (Fopvliie 

monilifera) trees. 
Port Edwards, Wood County, Wisconsin. Port "Edwards was named from a 

boat landing on the nearby Wisconsin Biver. The landing was owned by 

Jonathan Edwards, an early settler who opernted a ferry bere. 
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ftj'Oiter, Tellon Medicine Coumtf, Minneaota. Iti earlier name wai HarBted. 
When that nail dropped it wai named for L. C. Porter, an early settler and 
mill owDcr of Minnesotik. It was platted by tbe Winona and St. Peter 
Railroad Company in 18BI. Tt was at one time called Lone Tree from a 
■ingle large elm tree tliat grew nearby. 

Fortlnnd Junction, Lawrence County, South Dakota. This name merely indi- 
eatea a point tliat ia shown on the timetable of the road. The name hae no 
hiBtorical aignificaDce, as it it nearby a railroad junction point is tbe 
mining country around Deadwood. It was named from the nearby Portland 
gold mine. 

Portland, Lawrence Coonty, South Dakota, was named from a nearby gold 
mine. The mine was named from the city in Maine, the old home of one 
of the principal owners of the mine. 

Port Waahington, Ozauliec County, Wisconein. This place was named for 
I George Washington. The original name of tbe place was Wieuonsin City, 



r Harrison. It waa then 
was changed by (jeorge 
o the present time. 
■ J. W. Powell, once of 



^ 



and was given it in 1835 by "General" Wooster 

cbang^ to Washington City. 

C Daniels to Port Washington, and has retained it t' 

Powell, Iron County, Wisconsin, was named for Major 
Ulinois, the geologiat and explorer. 

Powder Elver, Natrona County, Wyoming. This village wai 
der River. The river was named from the dark powder 
found along its banks. 

Powers, Menominee County, Michigan, was named for Edward Powers, a civil 
engineer engaged in ccmatnicting thi; railroad here. He afterwards became 
notorious as a professed "rain maker." At an early date the place was 
called Menominee River Junction, because here was the junction between 
the main line, and the Menominee River Branch. 

Pioriao, Du Page County, Illinois. This name was taken from the Wilmot's 
proviso celebrated in tbe political history of the United States. When the 
bill for the purchase of a portion of Mexico was before congress in 1846 
David Wllmot introduced an amendment to the bill to the effect that slav- 
ery should forever be prohibited in the territory in question. He proposed 
to make that a stipulated condition and that condition received the name 
of Wilmot's proviso. 

Preparation, Monona County, Iowa. A settlement was made at this place about 
1858 by a body of aeceders from the Mormon church, under the lead of one 
Charles B. Thompson, who styled himself the Chief Apostolic Pastor and 
Evangelical Bishop. They called themselves Conjeprezites, and the relig- 
ious order Conjprezon. They believed that the Bible had in a measure been 
done away with, by new revelations mode by the voice of Banqemy, 
through the medium of the Chief Apostolic Bishop. This place had at one 
time a population of some six or eight hundred, but they finally got 
into difficulties over the ownership of the property, and the organization 
broke up. As they believed their existence in this world waa only a 
preparation for the world to comH, they named their town Preparation. 
The old town waa abandoned and a new town laid out by the Western 
Town Lot Company in 1899 and given the old name. 

Preston, Grant County, Wisconsin, was named for Mathew Prrston, who settled 
here in 1850. It ia located between Montford Junction and Lnncaster Junction 
on the railroad that runs from Madison to Woodman on the Wisconsin River. 



I 



Princeton, Green Lake County, Wisponain, was named by B. C, Treat, from 
Priocetor, Worcester County MaBsachu setts, which was named tot Bev. 
Thomas Prince, paator of the Old South Church, Boston, Mass. 

Pulaski, Brown County, T 
Casimer Pulaski, who 
War. 

Quarry, Marshall County, Iowa, was named by Isaac B. Howe, from a nearby 
quarry. 

Qulimeaec, Dickinson County, Michigan. Quinnesec is an Indian word meaniDg 
"where the river forms smoke," and was given to this village from the 
falls in the Quinnesec Kiver at thisi point. It was named by John L. Buell. 
The Indian word was pronounced as it ia spelled, be-guen-»e-nee, 

Qnlnn, Pennington County, South Dakota, was named for Michael Quinn, a 
prominent "ranch man" of the vicinity. 

Baclne, Bacine County, Wisconsin, was named in 1834 by Captain Gilbert 
Knapp, the founder, for Racine, the French writer, and also because the 
word is French for "root," which whs the meaning of the words the Indians 
applied to the river Bacine is on. In an early day this town was called Port 
Gilbert and Northport. 

Bacine Junction, Bacine County, Wiseonsin, wai named from ita relation to 
the city of Bacine, it being a junction of two railroads that cross eacb other 
near that city. 

Badcliffe, Hardin County, Iowa, wag laid out in 1884 b^ the Western Town Lot 
Company. It was named from a part of the name of a celebrated old novel 
—' ' The Heir of RadclifTe. ' • 

Radford, ODtonagon County, Michigan, wae named by Stephen Eadford for the 
Radford family, who were large timber owners around Oshkoah, Wis. 

BadnoT, Peoria County, Illinois, was named for the township the village is 
in, and that was named from Radnor, a village in Delaware County, Penn- 
sylvania, which was named from a town in Wales. 

Balston, Carroll County, Iowa, was named for W. C. Balaton, of California, who 
was much in the eyes of the world when this place was oatabllahed. 

Bamaey, Gogebic County, Michigan, was named for Honorable Alexander Bam- 
say, war governor and afterwards United States Senator for Minnesota. 

Randall, Hamilton County. Iowa, was named for Samuel J. Randall, the well 
known politician and ei-secretary o-f the United States Treasury. 

Bapid City, Pennington County, South Dakota. The part around the railroad 
srtation vtas laid out by the Pioneer Town Site Company in 1887. The older 
part of the town was named on February 25, 1876, by John B. Brennan. The 
name was taken from the rapid creek that ran through the location. It 
was named by the trappers and hunters from many "rapids" in the stream. 
As the town was expected to make a rapid growth, it was thought that the 
name would be appropriate for the town. 

Bavenawood, Cook County, Illinois. The name was formed by prefacing the 
name (Wood) of the original owner of the land by the word "ravens" and 
that was suggested by the thousands of crows (ravens) that formerly made 
their home near here. 
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I B3,vliila, Lake Coantj', IlliDois. Bavinia ia a tTansliteration af the word 
"ravine," and was sugeBted by th.o many ravines that ere near this place. 

[ Kawhido. Washington County, Nebraska, was named from Bawhide Creek. Tbe 
creek was named from the fact that a man was flayed upon ita banka by a 
party of Pawnee Indiana. 

I Baymond, Clark County, South Dakota. The place Teas named for J. M. Ray- 
mond, one of the engineers engaged In building the railroad through the 
place. It was laid out in 1883 by the Western Town Lot Company. 

F Bsdfield, Spink County, South Dakota, was named for J. B. BedGeld, one of the 
oldest and most valued officers of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway 
Company. The town was laid out in 1880 by the Western Town Lot Com- 
pany. 
Bed Qianite. Waushara County, Wisconsin. The town was named because of the 

presence of much red colored granite (rock) in the vicinity. 
Bedwood Falls, Redwood County, Minnesota. The place was named from the 
falls in the Redwood Biver, the name of the river is a translation of the 
Dakota (Sioux) name referring to the abundant growth along the river of 
the "cornel" (ComiM amonum) (Kinnikinick) a bush with a red bark. 
Baedsbnrg, Sauk County, Wisconsin. Eeedsburg was named for D. C. Beed, one 
of the earliest settlers, and who, in IS4T, built the first mill in the place. 

p BeedTlIle, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, was named for George Keed, a prom- 
inent citizen of Wisconsin, who was chief projector in building the railroad 
through this country, 
e HeightB, Hand County. South Dakota. This village was named from the 
nearby Bee hills. These were nanaed for the last syllable in the name of 
the Ari-karee (Bee) Indians, who, in an early day, frequented these parts. 
The Indian word refers to "horn," The Bee Indiana occupied these hills 
in spite of the Sioux. The village was once called Bramhall. These ' ' Bee ' ' 
Indians were allied to the Pawnees and the Wichitas, who lived west of the 
Missouri Biver and sooth of the present limits of South Dakota, The name 
was spelled AricJcaree, Artcaree, Bioearee, and as above. The common 
appellation among the traders was "Ree." 
BenwlclE, Humboldt County, Iowa, was named by Frank and Smith, the orig- 



inal owners of the land, 
significance. The town was laid ont 

Repatlic, Marquette County, Michigan. 
1 Company that had large in 






iful 



n 1882 by the Western Town Lot Com- 

Was named by and for the Repoblle 

ire mining works here. Originally it 

8 called Smith's mine, for the prospector who discovered the first iron 

Beveie, Bedwood County, Minnesota, was named by C. C. Wheeler in honor of 
Paul Bevere of Bevolutionary fame. It wag platted by the Winona and St. 
Peter Bailroad Company in 1S88. 

Bewey, Iowa County, Wisconsin, was named (or J, W. Rewey, the original owner 
of the town site. 

Bhinelander, Oneida County Wisconsin, was named in honor of F. W. Rhine- 
lander, of New York City, who was for many years the president of the 
company that built the road through this place. It was platteil in 1882 by 
the Milwaukee, Lake Shore and Western Bailway, 



WHS in 1814 named b; C. O. Cotting fiom 

imigrated. 

B laid out bj the Weetern Town Lot Com- 
u early bb tiler. 

r W. A. Eiehards, United 



a account of 



I, Trempelean Couotj, Wisconsin, was named for the owner of the land o 
wLich the village ia located. 

Blcbmondl, McHeDry Connty, Illino 
Biehmoad, Vermont, wbenire b 

KiCkettR, Crawford County, Iowa, ^ 
pany in 1899 aad named for i 

Rlcbaids. Fremont County, Wyomiog, wag n 

States Indian Commissi oner, Waebington, D. C. 

Bldgefleld, McHenry County, Illinoia, iraa named by J. R. Mack o 
lidgea nearby. 

BllgelMid, Cook Connty, IllinoiH. Wben laid oat, tbe ground around the tonn 
site was flooded and one of the proprietors suggested that what was needed 
bore more than anything else, was a ridge of land on which to put the rail- 
road buildings. This fancy was accepted as a name for the village. 

Bldgeway, Iowa County, Wiaconsin, was named from the township, and that was 
named because of the many ridgea that ran through it. 

Eldott, Stephenson County, Illinoia. The earliest name was Cocbranville. In 
1863 it waa named Hidott from the township in which it was located. The 
townsbip was named for an early se-ttler. 

Blley's, Dane County, Wisconsin, was named by Wiliam Hiley, for the Hiley 
Brothers, owners of the original tows site. Originally the town was (sailed 
Sugar River from a nearby stream. 

Blnele, Marathon County, Wieeooain, waa named for John R, Eingle, of Wausau, 
Wisconsin, becnuae he was a very large land owner in the vicinity when tha 
town was established. He was also editor of ao influential Wausau, Wiscon- 
sin, newspaper. 

Blngwood, McHenry County, lUinois. There are two traditions as to this name; 
one ia, that it was named by Mrs. John E. Gray, from the fact that the town 
was established on a small prairie, entirely surrounded by a ring of 
"woods" (a forest). The other is, that it was named by the Misses Rey- 
nolds, daughters of Judge Reynolds, the first settler, from Eingwood Park, 
in England. 

Was laid out in 1899 by tbe Western Town 
led by Mrs. John Larson in honor of her old 



town was platted under the United 
Fadsworth in honor of H. E. Wads- 
me was changed to Riverton, as it 
nation of the place, a town on the 
7n Bite is really one mile from this 



Blngsted, Emmet Connty, low 
Lot Company, and was n: 
home in Denmark. 

Blrerton, Fremont County, Wyoming. Thii 
States Town Site Law, and was named 
worth, the local Indian agent. This i 
was thought to be significant of the 1 
bank of a river— the Big Horn. Tlie ti 
river. 

BU^on, Fond dn Lac Connty, Wisconsin, was named in 1S50 from a town in 
England, fay John S. Homer, whose ancestors emigrated from that place. 
Here in 1844, Warren Chase, of Kenosha, Wisconsin, established a Four- 
ierite "phalanx" and called it "Cer-esco" from Cerea-the Goddess of Agri- 
culture. The colony was disbanded in 1850 and thus passed into hiatory. 

Blver Fore«t, Cook County, Illinois, was named Thatcher for David C. Thatcher, 
an early settler, after it had carried the name "Des Plaines River" as its 
railroad station. In 1S72. it was given its present name, because it was a 



B Lane, aud it was named (or 
R eh&nged to its preaent form, from 

D acoount 



village in a foreet aloDgside of a river. Who made tbia name ia in dispute 

and will nevei be poeitivelj knawn. 
Bib BIrer, Marathon County, WiscoDsin, was named from the Dsnrby river. The 

name is a transliteratioa of the Indian name of the river. 
Bnssell, Lyman County, South Dakota, was named fur J. C. SuBsell, of Midland, 

Bouth Dakota, aad who furnished the land for the totrn site of Midland. 
Blver BioDX, Harrison County, Iowa. This place was named from ths Little 

Sioux Kiver, or which it is located. The river was named from the Sioux 

(Dakota) tribe of Indians, that formerly ranged aod hunted on this stream, 
BobbiDB, Ontonagon County, Michigan, was named for !'. S. Robbina, of Rbine- 

landpr, a prominent mill man, and who ones operated a saw mill here. 
Bochelle, Ogle County, Illinois. Its Grat . 

a family by that name. Tn 1865 U v 

Boehelle, in France. 
Bock, Rock County, Nebraska, waa named from the county and that o 

of the ror.ky character of the aoil in parts of the county. 
Bocbceter, Olmsled County, Minnesota, was named from Rochester, New York, 

and that waa named from Colonel Nathaniel Rochester, its senior proprietor. 
BockSeld, Washington County, Wiaconsin. Its earliest name was Germantown, 

and it waa so named from the many Germans settled nearby. The present 

name name from the fact that there were many curiously marked rocks in 

a nearby field. 
Bockford, Winnebngo County, Illinois, was so named because it was at a very 

rocky ford on Rock Giver. In a very early day the place was called Mid- 
way, as it waa about half way between Chicago aod Galena, Illinois. 
BocUum, Faulk County, South Dakota. The town site was named from a place 

in Auatialia, it being an elision of the name Ro^^khampton. It was laid out 

in 1886 by the Western Town Lot Company. 
BMk Island Junction, Whiteside County, Illinois, was so named when a more 

junction point of the Rockford, Hi>ck Island and St. Louis Railroad aad the 

North Western Line. When the place became a town the railroad appellation 
waa not disturbed. 
BocUand, La Crosse County, Wisconsin. The original name of the post office 

was Fish Creek. When renamed, it took ita name from the rocky land 
around it. 
Bogers Paik, Cook County, Illinais, was named for Phillip Bogers, the ori^nal 

Bolfe, Pocahontas County, Iowa. The original name was Pocabontaa and waa 
named for the Virginian Powhatan Indian woman, who the traditions of 
early Virginia allege saved the life of Captain John Smith. When the first 
was changed, the present name waa adopted. Rolf was the name of 
the soldier who abdunted the ao-called Pocahontas and carried her off with 
him "across the sea," The town "waa laid out in 1859. 

Bollo, De Kalb County, Illinois, was named from the Rollo books, a 




children's books that c 
Raleigh, one of the noted ni 

Soscoe. Winnebago County, Illit 
named by Ralph Aliell for 

Bose Hill, Cook County, Hlinoi 



veiy popular. The word is a corruption of 
mes of English and Virginian history, 
oia, was named from the township, which waa 
Pilliann Roscoe, the Entjlish historian. 
The earliest name of the post office waa Have- 



lock; when a settlement grew around the postoffice, it was called Chitenden 



k 



for an early settler. When ttie village was formed, the present aatae was 
given it because of tbe maoy nild roses tbat grew on the adjacent hills. 

Bosendale, Fond du Lae Couoly, WiscDDBia, was so eaned because when located 
the town site was a mass of wild ros< bashes. Tbe name is a combiDatiOD of 
the Germao "roien" for rose, and the English "date." 

Botholt, Portage Coontj. Wisconsin, was named for John Bosholt, the pioneer of 
this district. 

I, Andubon County, Iowa, was named for a oearbj farmer. It was laid out 
by the Western Town Lot Company in 1882. 

Bowean. Hughes County, South Dakota. This place was named for an enrly 
French trading family. The name is from the French Roseau, meaning 
a "reed" or a "rush." In the Dorthweat it seems first to have been applied 
to a stream somewbere in Minnesota, that was nearly obscared by rushes, or 
coarse water grassea. There were three brothers Roaseau located on tlie 
Missoori Biver near this station. Another brother was tbe Catholic Bishop 
of Quebec. All tbe brothers were educated and reGned gentlemen, and as 
a rule associated with tbe whites, but in other respects, they lived aQd died 
in Indian ways. 

Boas, Vilas County, Wisconsin, was named for John D, Roes, an early lumber mill 
operator of this county. 

BORS, Waseca County. Minnesota, was named for Ross Red&eld, who lived 
nearby. 

BoODd Grove, Whitoaide County, Illinois, was named for a large round grova 
that was near the site of the original town. 

Boweoa, Redwood County, Minnesota, waa laid out by the Western Town Lot 
Company in 1902, and was named from a character in a once very noted 

BoXby, Cherry County, Nebraska. This name is a elision of Roxbury, and was 

taken from Roxbury Station, Little£eld Connty, Conn. 
Bnbens, Pocahontas County, Iowa, was named for Peter Paul Rubens, thf 

German painter of "Flemish pictures." 
Bnby Baain, Lawrence County, South Dakota, was named from a "basin" 

io tbe Black Hills near Deadwood, from the fact tbat in it many rubies 

are found. 
Budolpb, Brown County, South Dakota. Tbia place was named by C. E. Sim- 

Dious for E. Rudolph McCullougb, one of the officers of the Chicago and 

Northweatern Railway Company. Tbe town was laid out in 1881 by the 

Western Town Lot Company. 
Bominele, Vilas County, Wisconsin, was named for E. H. Rummele, for a long 

time chief engineer of the Milwaukee, Lake Shore and Western Railroad. 
BushvUle, Sheridan County, Nebraska, vaa laid out in 1888 by the Pioneer Town 

Site Company and was named because of its location at tbe head of Rush 

Creek. The creek was named because of tbe great quantity of rushea 

(Typha latifoiia) tbat grew upon it, when it was first seen by tbe early 

settlers. 
Butland, Humboldt County, Iowa, was named by H. O. Bicknell, the originatoT 

of the town, from Rutland Vermont, because there were many arouod this 

location who had moved from tbat atate. The town was laid out in 18.S2 

by the Western Town Lot Company, 
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8 named from the county and that v 
! refers to "yellow earth," ( 



c Olty, Sac County, Iowa. Saa City v 
named for the Indian tribe. The i 
proper form being Osaukee. 
I 8t Charles, Kane County, linnais. Was named Charleston b^ Ira Miaard, an 
early settler, from Charleston, his birthplace, in New Hampshire. In 1336, 
wben the first postoCBca was eatabUshed here, the name was changed to 
prevent confusion in the mails, as there was another Charleston in Illinois. 
N Obailes, Winona County, Minnesota, was named in 1853 by h. H. Springer 
from St. Charles, Illinois, whence he had emigrated. 

St. Obarles. Gregory County, South Dakota, was named Hampton by Charles A. 
Johnson, president of the First National Bank of Fairfax, South Dakota, 
who donated tho land for the town site, but the general poatoffice depart- 
ment objceted to that name and then St. Charles was adopted. It is based 
on Mr. Johnson's first name — Charles, and "St." was added for euphony. 

8t, Clond, Fond do Lac County, Wisconsin, was named by Benert Moesch, the 

t original owner of the town site, from the place in France. 
St Francis, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. The original and Indian name of 
this place was No-gos-hing from nodaiean, meaning "enemies" or 
"snakes." Its present name was given by Rev. Joseph Salzman, D.D., 
president of the Seminary of St. Francis de Sales, opened in IS56 and 
which is located here. The Seminary was named in honor of St. Francis 
de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Switzerland, who died in 1622, by the Kev. 
Father Henni, first Bishop and first Archbishop of Milwaukee. 
Stella, Jimction. Oneida County, Wisconsin. This name merely indicates a 
point that is shown on the time table of the road. The name has no 
historical significaoce. A few miles west of the junction is a village called 
Stella which was named for Dean Jonathan Swift's "Stella," the lady 
be immortalized in bis writings. 
State Line, Winnebago County, Iowa. This name merely indicates a point that 
is shown on the time table of the road. The name has no historical signifi- 
cance. It is on the line between the states of Iowa and Minnesota and 
that fact gave it this name. 
^^_ St. Lawrence, Hand County, South Dakota. The original name of this place 
^^^h was Bex (King) for J. M. King, an early settler. Itit present name was 

^^^1 given by Don H. Porter, from the county and river in New 7ork, and these 

^^^H were named from the gulf. The gulf was so named because it was dis- 

^^^H covered upon the feastday of the saint. 

^^^P St. Lavience, Marquette County, Michigan, was named from the river St. 
^^^V Lawrence, and that was so named from the gulf, and the gulf was so 

^^™ named because it was discovered upon the feastday of St. Lawrence, 

r SIteunington, Monroe County, Wisconsin, was founded by and named frtr and 

I by Fred. H. Shennington, of Silver Lake, Kenosha County, Wisconsi 

who started the first store in the village he had platted. 
Soperton, Forest County, Wisconsin, was named from the Soper Lumber Cor 

pany, that had interests here when the town was located. 
St. Marie, Green Lake County, Wisconsin, was named from a nearby church, 
which was named for the saint. 
mM. Mary's Miner County, South Dakota, was named for Mary the daughter 
of Dr. Louis Gotthelf, the original owner of the town site. For euphony, 
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he prefixea the "St." It was laid out ia 1S8G hy th« Weatern Town Lot 
Compui7. 

St. Oage, Lawrenee County, South Dakota, Thii place waa named for Henrj 
Bt. Onge, a pioneer here. It was laid out in 1891. A nearby mission charch 
was aleo named for Mr. St. Onge. 

It. Peter, Nicollet County, Minneaota. The town w»b named by the Winona 
and St. Peter Company from the liver on which it is located. The river 
was named for Pierre (Peter) Charles LaSuerer, a French explorer, who 
ia believed to have been the first white man to navigate this stream. Ha 
was on it as early as 16B9. Rocky Point was the first name gives by the 
white settlers to this location. 

BL &0M, Qrant County, WiBConsin, was named from a nearby Catholie ehnreh. 

SsJm, MeCook County, South Dakota, was named by J. H. Brown, on the 
BuggeatioQ of E. F. Drake, from the city in Massac husetts. The town 
around the station was laid out in IBSS by tbs Western Town Lot Com- 
pany. Salem ia a Hebrew word meaning "peace," and waa applied to ths 
Uaasaebuaetta city by the earliest settlers in the hope of finding there tha 
peace and security they had not found in Europe whence they had 
•migrated. 

BalMn, Kenosha County, Wiaeonain, waa nemed from the city in Massaehuaetts 
by John Cogswell, who had emigrated therefrom. Salem is Hebrew for 
"peace" and was applied to the Maasachusetta city by the earliest settlers, 
in the hope that they would Ood that peace and security there which they 
had not found in England. 

■aUx, Woodbury County, Iowa, was named Salix from the botanical name for 
the willow, because there were many willows growing nearby when tha 
town was established. 

Banboni, Redwood County, Minnesota, was named for Bherburn Sanborn, now 
(ISOT) of Milwaukee, Wis, but for many years, an oBSeer of tha Chicago 
t North Weatern railway company. 

SandlinrBt, Ontonagon County, Michigan. This is a fancy nama built up from 
the word "sand" acd the translation of the German word "hoorsl," 
which means "a grove." It was adopted for this place merely because 
it was thought to be unique and euphonious. 

Band Bock, Iron County, Wisconsin, was so named because sand stone (rock) 
was plentiful in the viciuity. 

Bands, Marquette County, Michigan, was named from the nearby sandy plain. 

Secor, Hardin County, Iowa, was laid out in ISSS by tha Pioneer Town Site 
Company, and was named for n railroad contractor named Secor. 

Bsrgent's Bluffs, Woodbury County, Iowa. The station and town took its 
name from the high bluff nearby, which was named Sargenta BlutF to 
honor the memory of Sergeant Charles Floyd of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition, who died while the boats were paasinf; up the Misaouri Biver 
a few miles distant and about oppoaite this bluff. Floyd's body was car- 
ried up the river and was buried at the point where the bluffs toueh the 
river, juat below Sioui City, and to that part of the bluff Lewis and Clark 
gave the name of Floyd's Bluff. 

Satnit, Oneida County, Wisconsin, waa named for Sautiiit in Barnatable County, 
Massachusetts. The name was misspelled on the plat of the town and 
was so recorded and henee ao stands to this day. 
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inndeiB, Iron Couctj, Michigan, wag nBmed fur a timber "cruiser" of tha 
vicinity. 

TOr, Fillmore Count;', Nebraska. Bawyer was laid oat and namad Buxton, 
fur a valued employe of tlie railron.d company, by the Pioneer Town Site 
Company in 1SS7. The name changed to honoc Simeon Sawyer, the oldeit 
settlor on the plape. 
Saxon, Iron County, Wlsconaii]. Sason was named for tbat brancb of the 
Teutonic family who originally oc-cupied what ia now known aa Holstein, 
in Europe. Uriginally thia town was called Dogwood from the abuadanee 
of "dogwood" (Cornvs) that grew liereabouta. 

tylor, Polk County, Iowa, waa named from the townaUip and that waa named:— 
for Thomas Saylor, an early settler, who had many years before the loe* 
tion of this [ilace, platted a vtlUge which he called Saylorville. The pof 
office is Marquiaville. 
ScbaJler, Sac County, Iowa, was named for Hon. Phillip Scballer of Sac City. 
SoWoswig, Crawford County, Iowa, was laid out in 1899 by the Western Town 
Lot Company, and was named for tbe Province of Schleswig in Europe, be- 

maJiy of the nearby farmers had emigrated from that provin 
Until recently tbe name of the poatolEce here waa HobenzoUern. 

"VUas Count, Wiaconsiu, was named for T. B. Scott of Morrill, Wiaconain, 
who was prominent in politics and busioesa in Wiaconain in the 'TO'b 



iton, Greene County, Iowa, was named for Joseph H. Scranton, of the eiqj 
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania. 

ScarvUle, Winnebago County, Iowa, was named for Ole Scar, who owned much 
land in the vicinity when tbe town was establiahed. 

Scribner, Do'ige County, Nebraska, was named for Charles Scribner, the book 
publisher of New York City. He was a son-in-law of John I. Blair of New 
Jersey who built thoiiBands of miles of railroad in the meat. 

BcUbner Junction, Dodge County, Nebraska. This name merely indicates a 
point that ia shown on the time table of the road. The name has no his- 
torical signiGcance. It was named from its relation to Scribner. 

Seaforth, Redwood County, Minnesota, waa platted in 1894 under tbe name of 
Okawa by the Western Town Lot Company, but the name was cbanged to 
its present form from Seaforth, a well known place in Scotland. 

Seatonvllle, Bureau County, Illinois, was named for W. A. Seaton, an old 
settler of the vicinity. 

Ben«ca, Faulk County, South Dakota, -was laid out in I8S7 by the Pioneer 
Town Site Company, and was named for Seneca Falls, a village in Seneca 
County, New York. The name ia a corruption of the Indian word sinnekaas, 
which by the Dutch waa applied to an Indian tribe of New York State. 

Seven Mile Creek, Sheboygan County, WiBconsin, was named from a nearby 
stream. 

Sanluole, Natrona County, Wyoming, vras named for the Indian tribe, the 
word meaning "separatist," and was applied to a portion of the tribe that 
left the parent body and establisbed the one that waa known as the 
Seminole tribe. 



h 



Svward, Seward County, Nebraeka, was named from the county and that waa 
named for William H. Senard, the statesman of New York State. 

Shabbcma Grove, DeKalb County, IlliEoiB, was named for Shabboiia, ft Pot- 
tawattamie Indian Chief, who befri«nded the whites during the Black Hawk 
Indian war of 1S32. It was platted by the railroad company in 1885. 

Sliafer, Delta County, Michigan, was named for Charles Shafer, a coal dealer 
of the vicinity. 

Sharon, Walworth County, WiBeoniio, was named for Sharon Springs, New 
York, whence tnaoy of the nearby settlera had emigrated. Id an early 
day it was called Walworth. The word Sharon is of bibical derivation, 
from the Hebrew, meaning "a plain." 

Shawano, Shawano County, Wiscouflin. This name was derived from the 
Ojibway Indian word ahawanong, meaning "in the south. " 

Shawnee, Converse County, Wyoming, was named from the nearby Shawnee 
Creek and that waa named from the Indian tribe. The name means 
"Soothernera" and was given to the tribe because they had emigrated 
from the Savannah Eiver in Georgia. 

Sheboygan, Sheboygan County, Wieconsio. The name is from the Ojibway 
Indian. Two derivations are given; one from the word jt-ba-i-gan, meaning 
a perforated object as for instance a pipe stem, and the other from 
shawb-wa-tcay, eipressJEg a tradition "that a great noise coming under- 
ground (from Lake Superior) waa heard at this place." 

Sbeboygan Falls, Sheboygan County, WisconEin, was named from the falls 
nearby, and those were named from the county and city. 

Sheldahl, Polk County, Iowa, was named by and for Eev. D. Kjaldahl. Owing 



to the difficulty of pronouncing this name and for 
Anglicized to its present form. 
BcblcUey, Fillmore County, Nebraska, wa 
attorney of the first railroad built thi 

Fremont County, Wyoming, waa laid c 
Town Site Company. It was named from 
(Snakes), from their reservation and the 
Shoshone tribe had its early home in Idaho 



u phony the n 



lamed for Fillmore SohicUey, an 

igh the place. 

laid out in 1905 by the Pioneer 

from the Shoshone Indian tribe 
mountains. The 
n and the great 



central basin of the continent. The original meaning and derivation of the 

Bliaplere, Kocb County, Wisconsin. Waterloo was the first name given to this 
village. In 1847 a committee consisting of Dr. James Buckley, the 
earliest physician of the place, L. P. Harvey, afterwards Governor of Wis- 
consin, and John Hopkins, were appointed by the citiKens to select a new 
name for the place. Dr. Buckley, a scholarly man, suggested the present 
name and it was adopted. The name is a corniption and elision of the 
French CltaMx (Sho) "lime" and pierre "stone," and is descriptive of the 
geological formation about the place. A colony from Connecticut settled 
the place in 1836. 

Shepley, Shawano County, Wisconsin, was named for Colonel J, S. Shepley, a 
large property owner of the vicinity. 

Siemens, Gogebic County, Michigan, nas named for SiemenB. the celebrated 
Metallagist and inventor of an impToved iron smelting process, etc., etc. 

Silica, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin. The name is from the Latin word for 
sand (ailex, fiint) and is supposed to describe the soil around the place. 
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Slloam Siding, Milwaukee Countj, Wiseonsm, U merely & side track within 
the city of Milwaukee and wm named from the celebrated spring of 
mineral water nearby. The name of the spring is of Bibical derivation. 

■liver SprlngB, Milwaukee County, Wisconain, was named by Edward J. Cuy- 
ler, an officer of the railroad because of the owner of a nearby manufactur- 
ing concern, claimed ho bad "silver springs" in his factory. 

Slonx City, Woodbury County, Iowa, wai laid out in 1854, and by its founder, 
John K. Cooke, was named from the Dakotas (Sioux) Indiana, the largest 
tribe of Indians in the United States. The word is an abbreviation of the 
name Nadowettioui the Ojibway (Chippewa) Indians, applied to this 
tribe and signifies "little snakes," i. e. "enemies." The French in 17S5 
called them La Sues, while George Crogan, the Indian interpreter, called 
them at this time La SuU. The word Sioui ia a white man's corruption 
of the Ojibway name. The Algonquin Indiana called the tribe Nadowaasiwan 
meaning in the Algonquin tongue "suake, " "like snakes" or "enemies." 
inz Saplds, Buena Vista County, Iowa, was named from the rapids in the 
Big Sioui River; the river was named from the Dakota (Sioux) Indians 
of Minnesota and Dakota, the largest Indian tribe in the United States. 
The word is an abbreviation of their Ojibway name and means "little 
snakes" i. e. "enemies." The town was laid out in 1881 by the Western 
Town Lot Company. The French— when Capt. George Crogan was in. 
terpreter and deputy Indian Agent under Sir William Johnson in 1785, 
called this tribe La Sues, while Crogan spelled the name La Buil. 

Slater, Story County, Iowa. Was named for Michael Slater, the owner of the 
farm on which the town was established. 

Sleepy Eye, Brown County, Minnesota, was named from the nearby lake. The 
take was named for the Indian Chief Ig-na-nvm-bak. This name signifies 
"the man whose eyes have the appearance of sleep." "Sleepy Eye" was 
supposed to be a "good Indian" and a friend of the whites, but he joined 
the "boBtiles" in 1S62 when the Sioui war of that year was inaugurated. 

Sloan, Woodbury County, Iowa, was named for Samuel Sloan, a noted railroad 
man of New York. He was at one time Superintendent of the Hudson 
Biver Bailroad, and afterwards and for many years was president of the 
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Hallway. He died in 1807. 

Bmltli'B Mill, Waseca County, Minnesota, was named for Peter Smith, the 
earliest settler here, who owned a mill here, before the railroad reached 
the place. 

Smjthwlck, Fall River County, South Dakota, was named for the engineer who 
was in charge of the construction of the railroad through this place. 

Snells, Winnebago County, Wisconain, was named tor a nearby land owoer. 

Snyder, Dodge County, Nebraska, was laid out in 1886 by the Pioneer Town 
Site Company and was named for Conrad Schneider who owned the laud on 
which the town was established. He operated a flouring mill at this 
loeation. The spelling of the name was changed to conform to the English 
form at the request of the early settlers. 

Soldier, Monona County, Iowa, was laid out in 18E 
Company, and was named from the nearby r 
from the unnamed grave of a United States i 



) by the Western Town Lot 
ver. The river was named 
oidier, who was buried here 
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Soudan, Cherry Count]'', Nebraska, we.i named for tbe Sudan or Soudan 

province of Egypt, Beled-fs-Stidan, or ' ' the land of the blacky ' ' or 

Nigritia in the valley of the upper Nile. 
Sontli Elgin, Kane County, IllinoiB. Tiia place waa named Clintonville, by 

and for Jamci Clintoa en early settler. For a long time the name of its 

postomce bsd been South Elgin. In 1907 tbe name of the station and 

village waa changed to ronform to the name of the poatofflce. 
Boutti Oentialla, Wood County, Wisconain, was named from Centralia (which 

aee). It ia a manufacturiug adjuQCt to CentraJia. 
Bonth Uadlaon, Dane County, Wiaconain, waa nanied from the city of Madison 

(which see). It ia practically a portion of that city. 
Bonttl Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, was named from Milwaukee 

(which see). It ia an outlying manufacturing district. It waa formerly 

called Oak Crook from a nearby atream. 
Soutli Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, was named fram the City of Omaha 

(which see). This town ia a miioufaoluring adjunct to that city. 
Bpalding, Menominee County, Michigan, was named by Edward P. Wood, the 

original owner of the town site for Son. Jesae Spalding, of Chicago. 
^arta, Monroe County, ^Viaconsin, was- named by Mra. M. Petit, the mother 

of the founder of the village, from the ancient city in Greece, The Petit 

brothers, William and Frank located hero in 1851. 



Bpeer, Stark County, Illinois, w: 
the land (or the town aite v 

Spencer, Boyd County, Nebraal 
States Senator from Alaban 

Split Bock, Shawano County, V 
a large rock that had oplit 

Spread Eagle, Florence County 



named for E. K. and E. M. Speer from whom 

s purchased. 

, was named for George E. Spencer, United 






me was Burns from an 
. 1880 from Springfield 



[ from a nearby lake, 
ind fed by springs within the 



consin, is alleged to have been named from 
to two parts when ths town was located. 
Wisconsin, was named from a nearby lake, 
of its fancied resemblance to an eaglo with 
its wings widely spread. 
^rlngfleld, Brown County, Minnesota. 

early settler. Its present name waa given t 
in Massachuaetts. 
Spilng Lake, Waushara County, Wisconsin, waa 
which waa named because it was made b 

Spilng Valley, Burean County, Illlnoia, was named from a nearby coal mine, 
that was named by William L. Scott, the principal owner, from the springs 
which were notable features in the nearby valley. 

StalTord, Holt County, Nebraska, was named for Michael Stafford, a road master 
of the Fremont, Elkhorn and Missouri Valley Hailroad, who had charge of a 
part of tbe railroad that paasea through thia place. At one time the 
place waa called O'Donnel, but tha name waa changed at the request of 
the citizens. 

Stager, Iron County, Michigan, was named for Anson Stager of Chicago, who 
for many years, managed the interests of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company in the west, and was in charge of the military telegraph of the 
United States Armj during the War of the Bobellio 



1, vrag so named because the depot 
of the Northern Wiaeonsia (State) 
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I Btambaogh, Iron Countf, Miehigan, was named for John Stambnitgh of Todd, 

Stambaugh and Compauj of Yoangstown, Ohio, which had large iron ore 

mines nearby. 
Stanhope, Hamilton Countj, Iowa, was named for Ladj Hester L. Stanhope, 

the traveller and authoress, The town was laid out ia 1883 hy tha 

Western Town Lot Company. 
Stanton, Stanton County, Nebraska, was platted in IS80 by the Pioneer Town 

Site Company. It was named fron:i the county and that was named for tho 

great War Secretary, E. M. Stanton of Ohio. 
Btanwood, Cedar County, Iowa, was by Isaac Howe named for H. P. Stanwood, 

an officer of the Chicago aoil North Western Railway Company. 
Stark, Uahaaka County, Iowa, was named in honor of Ocneral John Starlc, the 

hero of the battle of Bennington, Vermont, of the Bevolutionary War. 
State Center, Marshall County, Iowa, was bo named because it was near the 

geographical center of the State of Iowa. 
State Hospital, Winnebago County, 
I here was established for the 

Hospital for the insane. 
State Line, Vilas County,. Wiseonsin, was so named because 

the State lino between Wieconain and Michigan. 
Stephenson, Menominee County, Michigan, was named for the Stephenson 

family, i. e. Isaac, Samuel and Robert of Marinette, Wisconsin and Me- 
nominee, Michigan, who owned large tracts of land around this location. 
Sterling, Whiteside County, Illinois, was named Cor Colonel Samuel Sterling of 

Pennsylvania. 
Stiles Junction, Oconto County, Wisconsin, wag named for the Stiles family, 

who emigrated from Stilesvillc, Indiana; that village was named for Jere- 
miah Stiles, the ownpr of the toi^n site. 
Stitser, Grant County, Wisconsin, was named by W. W. Ford, one of tho 

owners of the town site for Bernard Stitzer, owner of a nearby farm. 
Stockham, Hamilton Coiiuty, Nebraska, was laid out in 1897 by the Pioneer 

Town Site Company and was named from a poetoD3ce that had been 

established here in an early day. Tho postoffico was named for Joseph 

Stoekham, a pioneer in fbia part of the State. 
Stockton, Winona County, Minnesota, was named for and by J, B. Stockton 

the owner of the town site. 
Stock Yards Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, was named from the city of 

Omaha, (which see.) 
Story City, Story County, Iowa. The original name was Fairview. It is now 

named from the county. The county was named by the legislature for 

Judge Joseph Story of the Supreme Court of the United States. The 

word "city" was added to the proper name in 1907. 
Stent, Grundy County, Iowa, wag named for A. V. Stout, who owned the farm 

on which the village was establis-hed. 
Stratford, Hamilton County, Iowa, was named at the suggestion of Colonel 

John Whitaker at a meeting of the citizens, from Stratford in England. 

It was laid out in 18B0 by the WoHtern Town Lot Company. 
Stratford, Marathon County, Wisconsin, was named by P. W. Bhinelander, the 

then prsaideut of the first railroad that reached this point. It was named 
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from the borne of Sfaakespeare in Unglaad. It was platted in 1891 by t 
Uilwaakee, Lake Shore and Weatern Eailway Company. 
Strawbridge, Lafayette County, Wiaconsin, was named for Edward Straw- 

I bridge, an early settler and the original owner of the town site. 
Btzonds, Natrona County, Wyoming, was laid ont in J888 by the Pioneer Town 
&ito Company and was named for a "ranchman" who lived here before 
the railroad was built through the place. 
Btoait, Holt Connty, Nebraska, was platted by the Pioneer Town Site Com' 
pany in 18S3 and was named for Robert Stuart, the father-in-law of the 
owner of the land on which the town wag established. He was a Seoteh 
BtnTgMn, Dickinson County, Michigan, was named from a nearby river. That 
was named from the Eogtisb translation of an Indian word descriptive of 
the aturgeon fiah. The river abounds with this fish. 
Stnrgia, Mende Connty, South Dakota, was named by Colonel Samuel Stnrgis, 
of the Seventh United States Cavalry, who at one time was ia command of 
Fort Meade, for his son "Jack" Sturgis who was kilted with Custer in 
Montana. Fort Meade was named for General George C. Meade of the 
War of the Rebellion. 
Sogar Bosh, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, was named by Michael Bnckdaa- 
hel, because of the abundance and size of the sugar maple {Acer aae- 
cAarum) that grew nearby when the town waa laid out. 
SuUlTan, Jefferson County, Wisconsin, was named for the township. That 

was named for Major General John Sullivan of the Revolutionary Wai. 
Sumac, Dickinson County, Michigan, was named from the "Sumac" (Sfciu 

typAina) trees that grew in great abundance in the vicinity. 
SmnmanUle, Cook Connty, Illinois, ia practically a part of tbe City of Chicago. 
It was named by Robert Greer of St. Louis, who selected the name because 
of "its pleasant sound and suggestions." Mr. Greer was interested in 
a large manufactory here. 
Smnmit, Monroe County, Wisconsin, was so named because it was on the top 
1^^^^ of a ridge that had steep grades on both its sides. 

^^^L BBtmnit Lake, Langlade Connty, Wisconsin, waa platted in 1S87 by the Mil- 
^^^H waukee. Lake Shore and Western Railway in 1S$2 and named for a nearby 

^^f lake, which was on high laud in the vicinity. 

(' Snperlor, Nuckolls County, Nebraska, was so named becanse of the superior 

character of the land in the vicinity as compared with other lands that 
were traversed by the first railroad that passed Ihrongh this place. 
Soring, Oconto County, Wisconsin, was named for J. Suring. who owned much 
land in the vicinity. It waa once called Three Rivers, becasse three 
branches of the Oconto River united nearby. 
Snipiise, Butler County, Nebraska, was laid out in 1SS7 by the Pioneer Town 
Site Company, and was so named becanse of the surprise that v 
pressed from finding the country ground it so moch better than was ex- 
peeled before the railroad was located. 
Sathedand, O'Brien County, Iowa, waa named for the Duke of Sutherland, 
some of whose neighbors were settled near here. The towa was laid cmt 
) 1SS2 by the Western Town Lot Company. 




Swuuy, Marquette County, Uicbigan. 1 
a town ID New Eampsbire. That nt 
Swansea id Wales. The name was glvi 
Tbompeon, aa ADiencsD actor, it havi 
Jdlcbigan village that be was raised i 



le name ia as elision ot Bttauzej, 
ne is a corruption of the name ot 
a to tbis BtatioD in honor of Beoman 
ig been stated to the namer ot this 
Swanze;, New Eampshiri 



1 1886 bj the Pioneer 
a large u amber of Swedes 



Hp' 



Swedebnrg, Saunder 

Town Site Company, i 
owned farms in this vicinity. 
Sycamore, DeKalb Coitcty, lUinoia, was earned from the Engliih translation 
of tbe Indian name of tbs Eish-ieau-kee EKver. The word BigniSes "Syca- 
more," and was adopted because of tbe many "American Sycamore" 
(Flaiitanus ocaidentalis) trees, that grew here, 
'ene, Dane County, Wisconsin, was named from a nearby extensive prairie. 
That was named by its early acttlera from some now not known associa- 
tion with the Syrine of Egypt (tbat is mentioned in the Bible) the 
Hebrew name of which was Sevench. 
Talbot, Menominee County, Michigan, was named for Matthew Talbot, onca 

Governor of Georgia. 

lama, Tama County, Iowa, was first called Tama City. Tbe name is Indian, 

. one authority claiming it meant "beautiful," "pleasant," "lovely," 

I and that it was tbe Indian name of tbe wife of tbe Indian Chief Povie- 

ahielr. Another equally good authority, states tbat it was tbe nam a 

of a Chief whose name meant "a bear wbose voice makes the rocks 

tremble." Its first name was luka and was so named from the battlefield 

in Mississippi where many Tama County soldiers Tvere killed. Tha town 

platted iu 1862. Tbe jMuaguoE^ tribe of Indians has a reservation 

the town. 

lamaraclc, Gogobic County, Michigan. Tbe name of this station was taken 
from tbe "Tamarack" {Lariic lanoina — American Larch) trees tbat were 
very plentiful around this site, 

(ae named by C. C. Wheeler, then an 
ity in Massachusetts, which was named 
■as platted in 1886 by tbe Winona and 



Taunton, Lyon County, Minnesota, 
officer of the railroad, from the 
from the town in England. It 
St. Peter Railroad Company, 

Taylors, Marquette County, Michigan, 
in wood at this place, when the t 

lena Cotta, McHenry County, Illinois, 



?Bs named for a man engaged in dealing 

tion was established, 

was named by W, D. Gates from the 

"Terra Cotta" (hard unglazed pottery) works at tbia point, Tha village 

I was originally called Gracy's Crossing because roads crossed Graoy's farm 

at tbia point. 

Terry, Lawrence County, South Dakota. This place was named from the 

nearby mountain "Terry's Peak" at the base of which the town is located. 

Tbe mountain was named for General Terry of tbe United States Army, 

who had explored this part of the State before it was settled by whites. 

Thatcher, Cherry County, Nebraska, was named for J. M. Thatcher, the United 

States post trader at Fort Niobrara, when the railroad reached this point, 

Thayer, York County, Nebraska, was platted in 1887 by tbe Pioneer Town 

Site Company and was named for General John M. Thayer, a distinguished 

citizen of Nebraska, a General in the United States Army, during the War 

of the Bebellion and afterwards United State Senator from Nebraska. 
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Vftyetuedab, Fond du Lac Count?, Wiaconain, a Tillage but not a atation, and 
waa named from an IniUaD camp upon Lake WiDoebago. It ia an Indian 
word meacing "lake camp," 

Turtle JoactlOd, Oagebic Count;, Jrlichigan, naa lo named because it is at the 
junction of a line of railroad running to Turtle Lake; the lake iraa K 
named because of its supposed resemblance in shape to a tnrtle. 

Towmead, Forest County, Wisconsin, was named from a nearbj Townsead's 
Saw Mill. 

Toton, Stanley County, South Dakota. Tbe original name was Bad Biver. 
This name cane from the present name of tbe nearby river. This river 
was called by the Sioui Indiaoa, Shieka and sometimes Wak-pa-ahi-cka, 
both of which meant Bad River. It was so named because of a disaster 
which tbe Indiana met with on this stream, and wbicb was, by them as- 
signed to the river. As oeitber tbe river nor the laad along it were bad, 
the name was changed to Tetan. That is an Indian corruption of the 
word Tijiton or Tmla, the name of a division of tbe Sioux (Dakota) tribe 
and means "prairie." It is variously spelled Teton, Titon, Tttouian and 
rintoniDon. Tinlonwan really means ' ' prairie dwellers. ' ' Prairie Biver 
was also called Tel on by the Sioux Indiana and they claimed the word 
meant "a view in the prairie," or "prairie view." Lewis and Clark 
called it the Teton but gave no reason for tbe name. It was at one time 
called tbe Little Miiaouri River. 

Thornton, Shawano County, Wisconsin, was named from Thornton in New 
Hampshire; that was named for three brothers, early settlers, though gome 
credit the name to Honorable Matthew Thornton alone. 

Th»yer, Gogebic County, Michigan, was named for J. 0. Thayer of Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin, who for many years -was connected with the railroad that 
passed through this place. 

Thor, Humboldt County, Iowa, w 
Agriculture." It was platted ii 

Thrall, Wright County, Iowa, was 
W, A. Thrall, one of i 
Galena and Chicago Uni 
Town Lot Company. 

Threo Lakes, Oneida County, Wis< 
three lakes nearby. 

Tiverton, Shawano County, Wisconsin. This place was named from the nearby 
Tiger Giver; how or why the river tcbb bo named cannot now be aseertaioed. 
It is, however, believed to have been named by the early French explorers, 
and that the name they gave it was corrupted into Tiger. 

TUden, Antelope and Madison Countiea, Nebraska, was laid out in 1830 under 
the name of Burnett to honor one of the ofScers of the railroad company, by 
the Pioneer Town Site Company. Some of the admirers of Samuel J. Tildes 
of New York, induced the United States postoBice department to change 
tbe name of the postofijce and ultimately the name of the town was made 
to correspond with the came of tha poatoffice. The town is on each side of 
the line between the two counties that are named above. 

Tllfoid, Meade County, South Dakota, was named by W. F. Fitch, Manager 
of the railroad when the town was located, for Colonel Joseph O. Tilford, 



as named for the Scandinavian "Qod of 
a 1882 by the Western Town Lot Company, 
named by the railroad company to honor 
3 earliest officers, and an officer of the original 
a Railroad. It was platted in 1880 by the Western 

.8 SO named because there were 
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of the Seventh United States Cavs-lry, and once Commander of Fort Meade. 
It WHS platted in 1888 by the Pioneer Town Site Company. 



I Tllton, Poweshiek County, Iowa, t 
of the Hailroad Company. It w 



,8 named for George W. Tilton, an officei 
i platted in 1884 by the Western Town Lot 



med from thi 



nty and borough, 
■iver. The name 
ioua interpretationB, 



platted in 



[ Tioga, Mahaska County, Iowa 

Pennsylvania. They were named fro 

Iroquois Indian and haa been given i 

forks" "swift current" and "gate." The Iowa 1 

1883 by the Weatern Town Lot Company. 
I Tipton, Cedar County, Iowa, was named in 1840 for Qenaral John Tipton, 

Senator from Indiana, by the eomraitteo appointed by the Lsgislature to 

select and name the county scat of the then newly erected Cedar County. 

The name was suggested by John C. Higginson, who was a. personal friend 

of General Tipton. 
Toledo, Tama County, Iowa, was named from the city in Ohio. That wag 

named from the city in Spain. 
Tomahawk Lake, Oneida County, Wisconsin, waa platted by the Milwaukee, 

Iiake Shore and Western Bailway in 1892 and was named for the nearby 

lake. Tho lake was oamed because of its Teaemblance to the Indian 

hatchet — tonuihawk, or toma-hioan. 
Town XJne, Sheboygan CouDty, WiaeouEio. Its former name was Deeco. Its 

present name came from the fact that it is on the line that separates two 

townships. 
Tiacy, Lyon County, Minnesota, was named for John F. Tracy, once president 

of the Chicago aifA North Western Railway. It was platted by the Winona 

and St. Peter Eailway in 1875, The village was for a time called "Big 

Bend," on account of a great curve in the railroad here, and afterwards it 

was called Chetek from a nearby lake. 
Tiser, Tama County, Iowa, was named for John W. Truer of Vinton and Cedar 

Eapids, Iowa. 
Traverse, NicoHet County, Minnesota, was named from the township, and 

that was named from the lake. The word is a translation from the 

Dakota (Sious) name of the lake and refers 

this long lake across the lay of the neighbor 

qui Parle, and the Minnesota Eiver, 
Trampeleau, Trempeleau County, Wisconsin, was named from the island in 

the Mississippi River, which was named by the French La monlagne que 

trenipea I'eaa, meaning "mountain which stands in the water." Until 1856 

the village was called Montarville. 
Trlumpli, LaSalle County, Illinois, was named by the citizens because they had 

"triumphed" oveT opposition to the establishment of a postoffice here. 
Triomph, Martin County, Minnesota, was platted in 1809 by the Western Town 

Lot Company. It was named from a creamery owned by the Triumph 

Creamery Company, John Stein, ona of the owners of the Creamery, gave 

the town its name. 
Iromhly, Delta County, Michigan, was named for a nearby property owner. 
Troy Qrove, LaSalle County, Illinois, was named from a nearby grove, and that 

was named for an early settler in the grove. 



r lakes — Big Stone and Lao 
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Turin, Monona County, Iowa, was platted ii 

Compan; and was named from the eitj it 

town was originally called Bluff Point. 
Turton, Spink County, South Dakota, was nam 

in Lancaahire, England. It was platted 

Company. 
Twin Itskas, Eeuosha County, Wisconsin, was named from two nearby lakes, 

which were in every respect so near alike that they were called the "twin 

Two Blveis, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, was named for the twin rivers, 
Mishicott and Nesbota that here run together into the lake and form the 
harbor fur the city. 

Tyler, Lincoln County, Minnesota, was named by H. G. Rising of Redfleld, 
South Dakota, for C. B. Tyler, a banker of Marshall, Minnesota. It was 
platted in 1879 by the Winona and St. Peter Railroad Company. 

Ulao, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, was named from Port Ulao, one time a port 
on Lake Michigan near this location. This port (it was not much more than 
a wharf or pier) was named from the river Ulao (Ulloa) in Honduras. 

TJnderhiU, Oconto County, Wisconsin, was named by John Underhill, a sawmill 
man here for TJnderhiU in Chittenden County, Termont, and that was 
named for two brothers, share holders under its original charter. 

Xmion, McEenry County, Illinois, was niimed from the National Union (United 
States) by William Jackson, the original owner of the town site. 

Union Centei, Juneau County, Wisconsin, was named Union by C. A. Davis 
for the National Union (United States), and Center was added because it 
was near the geographical center of Wonewoe township where it !b located. 

Union Grove, Whiteside County Illinois, was named from two nearby groves, 
which were so much alike that tbey were called "The Union Groves." 

Union Stock Yards, Cook County, Illinois. This name merely indicates a point 
that is shown on the time table of the road. The name bas no historical 
BigniSeance. Is to the railroad merely a freight station within tbe city of 



d for E. L. and E. C. Upton, attorneys 



named for John Under- 

ear this town. 

Blair of Blairstown, Now 

^83 by the Pioneer Town 
e of West Point, Nebraska, 



Upton, Lake County, W 

of Waukegan, Ills. 
Urban, Custer County, South Dakota. Tbe name is Latin for "pertaining to a 

city" and when used here, was to denote tbe future destiny of tbe place. 
Ute, Monona County, Iowa, was named for that branch of tbe Shoshone tribs 

of Indians that is known as Utes or Utala. 
Utloa, Winona County, Minnesota, was named by Austin Raymond from the 

city of Utiea in New York. 
Underwood, Pennington County, South Dakota, wa; 

wood, Manager of tbe Humphrey Cattle Ranch 
Vail, Crawford County, Iowa, was named by John L 

Jersey for C. E. Vail, a relative. 
Valentine, Cherry County, Nebraska, was platted in 

Site Company, and was named for E. K. Talenti: 

who was successively Register of the United States Land Office at West 

Point, Nebraska, Judge of the District Court, and Member of Congress 

from the Northern District of Nebraska. 
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VmnBusklik, Iron Countj, WiacooBin, was named for tha brothers VauBuskirk, 
who owned and operated saw millB here. 

Vand^ne, Fond du Lac County, WiscoDsio, was named for Danial Vandyne, of 
Food du Lac, Wiscoosio, who bad purchased from the United States the 
land oa which the town was established. 

Van Metre, Lyman County, South Dakota. This town waa platted hj the 
Western Town Lot Company and was named Bovino. The word comes 
from the Latin for Ox (Bos) and was thought to be appropriate because 
all of the business around the place was connected with stock growing 
and feeding. This name was changed at the request of the citizens to 
Van Metre, to honor Mr. Arthur C. Van Metre who had Inrge interests in 
the vicinity. Mr. Van Metre onm.e to Dakota with the Harney military 
expedition in 1855. Ho assisted in building a fort about four miles north 
of tbe location of the Fort Pierre City of the present day. He was the 
interpreter at the making of a treaty with the Sioux Indians at Cheyenne 
river agency in 1889, in which the Indians relinquished their claims to 
many millioDH of acres of land and thus permitted them to become the 
homes of thousands. The treaty was assailed by Bitting Bull and some other 
hostile chiefs and they threatened to murder the llrst Indian who shouK) 
sign the treaty. Mr. Van Metre personally induced the chief Chasing 

, Crow to sign the treaty. Chasing Crow was a full blood Sioux from 
Bad River. Mr, Van Metre was carrier of despatches for the Government 
and often as snch risked Ms life while passing through the camps of the 
hostile Indians. Mr. Van Metre was the first white settler in Clay County, 
8. D., was a pioneer gold hunter in the Black Hills and part owner of 
the first mill that was erected there. He alno owned a ferry across the 
Missouri Eiver at what is now Vermillion, S. D, His daughter was the 
first white child born to settled parents in South Dakota. He died at Pierre 
in 1894. 

Van Ostrand, Langlade County, Wisconsin, was nained for E. H, Van Ostrand of 
Antigo, Wisconsin. 

Van Fatten. Leo County, Illinois, was named for A. G. Van Petten who owned 
the land on which the town was established. 

Tan Tassell, Converse County, Wyoming, was named for E. S. Van Tassell 
of Cheyenne, Wyo., whose cattle ranch was nearby when the town was laid 
out. He also owned the land on which the town site was laid out. 

Verdel, Knox County, Nebraska. This name was made from the Spanish word 
verde, meaning "green" and was cleseriptiva of the locality. 

Verdi, Lincoln County, Minnesota, was named for the Italian musical com- 
poser, Joseph Verdi, and also to perpetuate the fact of the great and 
unusual greenness (Verd) of the prairie surrounding the town when it was 
established. It was platted in 1879 by the Western Town Lot Company. 

Vcrdlgre, Knox County, Nebraska, was platted in 1887 by the Pioneer Town 
Site Company, and was named from the nearby river. The river was named 
from the Spanish word meaning green, because of the greenish cast of 
the soil on its banks. 

Verdon, Brown County, South Dakota, was namod from the river in France. It 
platted in 1886 by the Western Town Lot Company. 
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I named from the Spaiiiah word vega 
.1 ground." It was Buppoaed to ba 



, Toga, Menaminee Couatj, Michigan 

raeanjag a "tract of level, fi 

deBcriptive of this loeation. 
I Teiona, Dane County, Wisconsin, was named by George Vroman from the place 

in New York State; that place was named from the province and city in 

Italy, 
Vespei, Wood County, Wisconsin, was named for Venus, when evening star. 

It was, however, applied to this place from the presence of vast numbers of 

Tesper sparrows {Poocaetet gramincvs) that frequent the vicinity. 
V«Eta, EedwQod County, Minnesota, was platted in 1S39 by the Western Town 

Lot Company and was named for tlie heathen goddeaa Vesta. 
Vilas, Miner County, South Dakota, was named for Colonel W. F. Vilas, Ex- 
United States Senator from Wiscimsin, It was platted in 1SS3 by the 

WeBtorn Town Lot Company. 
Viola, Olmsted County, Minnesota, mas named from the township, and that wai 

named from a village in Wisconsin, which was named for Viola Buck, the 

wife of an early eettler. Its first name was Viola Center, but ultimately 

the Center wns dropped. 
Volga, Brookings County, South Dakota, was named from the river Volga, 

which is Sarmatian for "e'"^^* river." The town was platted by the 

Western Town Lot Company in 1880. 
Volla, Yankton County, South Dakota, was named for Henry P. Volin the 

owner of adjacent land. 
Vnlesn, Dickinson County, Michigan, was named for a nearby i 



The mine was named for Vulcan, 
Voorhes, Blackhawk County, Iowa, was 

who laid out the railroad that passe 
Walls sao. Redwood County, Minnesota. 

Lot Company in 1ES9. This name 

language. Father DeSmet, 8. J. 



of the gods of ancient Mythology, 
lamed for one of the civil engineers 
, through this region. 

Was platted by the Western Town 
tame from the Pottawatomie Indian 
, it referred to "The son of a great 



Manitou." Longfellow in his "Bong of Hiawatha" applies it to the 
rabbit or white rabbit and also to the place the white rabbit came from. 

Wftlieno, Forest County, Wisconsin. This town was platted by the Western 
Town Lot Company in 1S97. Its name is Indian and means "crafty 
magieiana," "wise men" and "mystery men." Hence the modern legend 
that it meant "men from the east" or "men from the early dawn," as 
many suppose all mystery and wisdom came from the East. It clearly waa 
tbe name of a brotherhood or order amongst the Indians, rather than of a 
person. The wabenos were "medicine men" and conjurers. They also 
called tbe tenta or huts in which they initiated into their mysteries, 
Wabeno, and they also did the Indian who bad therein been initiated. 
To show tbe connection of medicine with the work of these people, it may 
be said that Wabeno-wnsk was the name the tribe gave to the Yarrow 
(Aehillae MillefoUani) plant that tbey claimed were "roots of power" and 
"berba of healing." 

Ws-blk, Marquette County, Michigan. This name ts supposed to be the Menomi- 
nee Indian name for "rock" and is descriptive of the locality. 

Wokama, Stanley County, South Dakota. Wohama is a Sioui (Dakota) Indian 
word and means "a bargain." This name was suggested by Mr. Doane 
Bobinson, Secretary of the State Historical Society of South Dakota. 
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Wkll, Pennington Cuunty, South Dakata, was named from a natural wall or 
vortical uprise of rock near the town site. 

Wasta, PeimingtDD Cuunty, South Dakota, nag bo named at the suggeBtion 
of Mr. Doane KobinsoD, Secretary of the Ptate HiBtorical Society of 
South Diiliota. The word is Sioux (Dakota) iadisii and meanB "good," 
and should ba spelled Wtutah, but the "h" baa been dropped for 
euphony. 

WlCOta, Pennington County, South Dakota. This name is a Sioux (Dakota) 
Indian ward and meana "a crowd." It wag suggested as tbc name 
for a Dakota towu by Mr. Doane Bobinson, Secretary of tba State 
HiatorieaJ Society of South Dakota., who is anxious to see proper Indian 
words perpetuated by makiog tbcm the names of places iu the State, 

Wilioo, Saunders County, NebTuska, is an Indian word and siiiU to be tbair 
name for a tree {the Vlmus elata) thnt grows in Nebriiska and other 
States. It is also applied as the botanical name (Euonynivt atropupureui) 
to the "Strawberry" tree. In some works the Indian word is spelled 
TTAa-ftoo. 

Waksfteld, Oogebic County, Michigan, was platted in 1686 by the Milwaukee, 
Lake Shore and Western Railway, and was named for G. M. WakoBold 
of Milwaukee, Wis., wlio had large land interests in the vicinity of this 

.Wakonda, Clay County, South Dakota. The name was suggcstod by Hon. 
W. H. H. Beadle, an early Dakota Territorial officer. It is a Sioux Indian 
word from wokor or wanton, "wonder," "marvel," "mjslory, " 
"eacred," hence "medicine," Freely rendered it means "this is won- 
derful." The town was platted in. 1SS8 by the Western Town Lot Com- 
pany, 

Wild, Cedar County, Iowa. The place was originally named Walden for 
W. D. Walden, who for many yeara was a valued employe of the Chicago 
and North Western Railway. Ita present name is an abbreviation o* 
its original name. 

Wales, Waukeehn County, Wisconsin, was named in honor of Wales, the 
original home of many of the settlers in this locality, 

WUlace, Menominee County, Michigan, was named by Mellen Smith in 1871 
for a contractor who constructed the railroad through this place. 

Wall lAke, Sac County, Iowa, was named from a nearby lake. The lake 
was named because it was surrounded by rocks piled up by Nature, so 
as to appear like a wail built by human agencies. The town was platted 
in 1877 by the Blair Land Company. 

Walnat GTOve, Redwood County, Minnesota, was named from a large grove 
of black walnut (Juglaiia nigra) trees that stood near this location when 
the village was established. 

Wanda, Redwood County, Minnesota. This name is an elision of the Ojibway 
Indian word ivanenda and means "to forget" or f orgetf ulnesa. " 

Waaeca, Waseca County, Minnesota, was named from the county by J. C. 
Trowbridge, an early settler. The word is supposed to be from the Sioux 
Indian word wiuhecho and to mean "good hnnting ground" or "land of 
plenty." The Indians also used the word to mean "red earth" and 
"red point." 
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WuhlDgton, Waahtngton County, Nebraaks, was platted in 18S7 bj the 
Pioneer Toy/a Bite Company. The town was named from the county and 
that of course was named for George Washington, "The immortal." 

Watch Factory (Elgin), Kane County, Illinois, waa named from the Elgin 
National Watch Company's works which were nearby. 

WKteiameet, Gogebic County, Michigan, was platted in 1884 by the Milwaukee, 
Lake Shore and WcBtern Gailway. It waa so named because it is located 
on the high lands from which the waters flow iuto Lake Superior, Lake 
Michigan and the Mississippi River Valley respectively. The Indian 
name for the place was the word they used for stating this fact. 

Watertown, Codington County, Bouth Dakota, was named at the suggestion of 
John E. Kemp, the first settler, who had emigrated from Watertown, New 
York. It was platted in ISTB by the Winona and St. Peter Bailroad Com- 

WatertowR, Jefferson County, Wiaconsiit, was formerly called Johnson's Rapids 
for Timothy Johnson, its first settler. It was then named Watertown on 
account of tbe eitraordinary amount ot water power in Roek River on 
which it is located. The party who named the place had emigrated from 
Watertown, New York, and claimed that fact as well as the water 
power, were good reasons for naming tlie place Watertown. 

Watklns, Benton County, Iowa, was named for J. B. Watkina, an early officer 
of the Chicago and North Western Railway Company in Iowa. 

Wancedah, Dickinson County, Michigan, was named by Judge J. Ingatia, one 
of the original owners of the town site, from o nearby stream. The word 
is Ojibway Indian and means "murmuring waters" or "little talking 



Lake County, Illinois. Its first name was Little Fort, on account 
of a fort that was there in an early day. In 1S49 the name was changed 
to its present form, and is said to be the Indian translation of the old 

Waukesha, Waukesha County, Wisconsin. Its earliest name was Frairieville. 
In IS56 the name was changed to its present form. It ia from the 
Pottawattamie Indian word waiik-toha, meaning ' ' for, ' ' and was the 
name of a Pottawattamie Indian Chief. This name was by the Indians 
applied to the river that runs through the place. 

Waimakee, Dane County, Wisconsin, is from the Indian word wanaki, meaning 
"he Uvea" or "he lives in peace," and was given to the place by Louis 
Baker and George L. Fish, the original owners of the town site on the 
suggestion of Simeon Mills, who was skilled in the Indian languages. 

Wausao, Marathon County, Wisconsin, is a corruption of the Indian word 
vmsga, meaning "faraway." The town was named by Waller D. Mc- 
Indoe, a Bcotohroan. He also named the county. At an earlier date the 
Wausau settlement was known as Big Bull Falls from the French equivalent, 
given the river and falls by French voyagers and trappers who passed this 

Wantoma, Waushara County, Wisconsin, This 
parts of two different Indian words, together 
torn from Tomah, and the two thus united s 
earth" or "good life," "where to spend i 
name of an Indian Chief. 



e was made by adding 
1. : wav from tuaapft and 
fupposed to mean "good 
I good life." Tomah was the 
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L Wiylinrne, Bedwood Countj, MianeBota, was platted in 1902 bj the Western 
Town Lot Company. The nune is merely fanciful and has no hutorical 
flignificanee. 
I Wayne, DuPage Couiitj, Illinois, was named for General Aothonj' W»7ne of 
the Bevolutiooarj War. 

WayBide, Dawes Countj, Nebraska. Tliis name is merely fanciful and has no 
historical significance. 

Weber, Cook County, Illinois, was named by and for "Barney" Weber, who 
owned a brick yard nearby. 

Webster City, Hamilton County, Iowa, was named for Daniel Webster of 
Mas sacbu setts. In 1850 when it was fliat platted, it was named Net* 
Castle. The present name was given it in 1856. 

Weedena, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, was named for Q. W. Wee den. 
County Judge of Sheboygan, Wis. 

Welcome, Martin County, Wiscansin, was to named to signify that all good 
citiieus would be welcomed if they came here to live. 

WeUlngton, Gogebic County, Miebigan, was named for C. L. Wellington, an 
officer of the railroad that was first built through this place. 

Werley, Grant County, Wis cons in, was named for the Werley family, old 
settlers. Its first name was "Climbing !Rock," but that was dropped by 
general consent of the villagers, anc! the present name substituted. 

Wendte, Stanley County, South Dakota, was named for H. S. Weudte, a 
German who formerly lived at Ponca, Nebraska. At one time it was 
named Lanee Creek, from a nearby stream, on the banks of which the 
Black or Water Ash (FTOxinua satjibudfola) grew, and which the 
Indians used for spear handles, staves, battle axe handles, etc., etc. 
The whites gave it the name Lance Creek, because they thonght this 
wood resembled the celebrated "Lance wood" that grows in Brazil, 
Cuba, etc. Finally the name was fiied as Wendte. 

Wahaba, Fremont County, Wyoming. This town was platted by the Pioneer 
Town Site Company and was named by it. The word is from the 
Arapahoe Indian language and meana "corn" (maize). 

Wessington, Beadle County, South Dakota, was named from a nearby range of 
hiUs that had been a landmark for the early explorers and travellers for 
many years before the railioad reached this spot. These hills were named 
by and for a teamster of that name, who, under Colonel W, H. Nobles, in 
1857 laid out a road to the Miesouri River. This Mr. Wessington also dis- 
covered the medicinal springs in the bills, thirty miles south of this station. 

West Bend, Washington County, Wiscousin, wss named from the west bend 
of the Milwftokoe Kiver on which the village is located. 

West Chicago, DuPage County, Illinois. It was first called "the Junction" 
from the fact that it was the only junction on any railroad west of 
Chicago. To honor John B, Turner, the President of the Galena and 
Chicago Union Railroad, it was named Turner Junction, and afterwards 
Turner. In an evil day, real estate speculators and "boomers," induced 
the people to drop the old and honored name and to adopt the present 



I West Elgin, Kane County, Illin 



1 the City of Elgin (which sec). 
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West QUdStane, Delta Countj, Miebigan, was bo Dnmed because of its n 

to and eonnectioa with the City of Gladstone. Tb&t city was named for 
W. E. Gladstone, tbe Englisb etatosnian. 

West Foint, Cuming Couatj, Nebraska, n-aa bo named becauae when sstabliRhed, 
it was the most westerly^ point that naa aettled in the valley of tho 
Elkhorn Biver. 

West AIltB, Milwaukee County, Wiaconsin, naa named North GreenBeld by 
8. Ml Dison of Milwaukee, beciLuao tbe town was located on the north 
line of the township of Greenfield. The township was named from ita 
general appearance. The postoffice is West Allis and the name of the 
village baa been maile to conform to that of the postofitce. The postofflce 
was nameil for E. F. AllEa a prominent mnnufacturer of Milwaukee. 

West Eapids, Linn County, Iowa. This name merely inilir.ates a point that 
b shown on the time table of the road. The name has no historica-l 
Bignifleauce. Is a portion of the city of Cedar Bnpids (which see). 

West Salem, LaCrosae County, Wiaconsin, was named from Salem, Massa- 
chuBetts. The word "West" was added to diatinguish it from another 



called Ncshflnic, the local spelling of 
band lived bore in an early day. 
19 BO named becauae it was the Urat 
of the high lands ttiat divide the waters that 
and Mississippi Valleys respertlvely. 



Salem in WiBFOUHin. It was oi 

the name of an Indian Chief, whi 
West Side, Crawford County, Iowa, 

town on the r 

flow into the 
Wlat Cheer, Keokuk County, Iowa, was named by a Scotch miner when be 

dJHCovered coni in the vicinity. It was an exclamation of gladness and 

was attached to tbe town under tbe belief that the mines would give it 

prosperity. 
Wbeatland, Clinton County, Iowa, was named by John L. Bennett, from the 

Pennsylvania borne of President Jomes Buchanan. 

Wioaton, DuPage County, Illinoia, was named for Warren L. Whaaton, who 

. owned mucb litnd in the vicinity. He gave the railroad company the 

I right of way through hJs land, but would not consent to have a station 

' located on it, as he "did nut believe in making money from tbe sale of 

Wteelerwood, Cerro Gordo County, Iowa, 
owned much land In this vicinity wkeo 

WlUtOomb, Sbawano County, Wisconsin, wi 

of Milwaukee, a valued otSeer of tbe railroad company that built to 
and through this place. 

Whftellah Bay, Milwaukee County, WiacoiiBin, was named from the nearby 
Bay. This place was so named at an early day because it wag the 
favorite feeding ground for whitcfish, and fishing ground for fishermen. 

White wood, Lawrence County, South Dakota, was named from Whi to wood 
Creek and Whitewood Gulch, and these were named from the white barked 
trees (Populus tremuloides. Quaking Aspen), that grows along the creek. It 
was laid out in 1888 by the Pioneer Town Site Company. 

WMtlng, Monona County, Iowa, was named by John T. Blair for Judge 
' Charles E. Whiting, a large farmer and prominent citizen who lived 
nearby. 
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WUtliey, Henomince County, Uidjigan, vas named for oae of the owners of tb« 
Lafae Superior and Pittsburgh Iron Mines, that built and operated ehar- 
coal kilns nearbjr. 

Wlitney, Danes County, Nebrsakn. This station was first eallod Earth 
Lodge, that being tbe English translation of the tndiao name of the 
Creek on whieh the station is louated. The people who settled here, after 
the station was established, did not like this name and ioaisted on having 
it called Whitney, after Mr, Peter Whitney, an old and valued employe 
of the Chicago and North Western Bailway Company. 

Wtltelaw, Maoitawoc County, WisconBin. This place was originally called 
Pine Grove Siding and afterwards Pine Grove, from a nearby grove of 
Pioe trees. Its name was changed in 190T to WbiteUw, to honor » 
nearby property owner. 

WMtson Junction, Iowa County, Wisconsin, was named by Henry Baker from 
a place in Englana, Tlie name of the postoffice is Edmund. 

WUtten, Hardin County, Iowa, was named for C. C. Whitten, of Tama, Iowa, 
who was inatrumcntnl in getting a railroad buitt through this part of the 



Wilcox, Marinette County, Wiaconsia. This place was named for an enrty 

eettler of the vicinity. 
Wild Boae, Waushara County, Wiaconflln, was so named beeausa of the great 

abundance of wild roses that grew all aronnd this locality when the town 

was laid out. 
WUUams Bay, Walworth County, Wisconsin, was named for Captain Israel 

Williams, who bought in 183T the land now occupied by the village. 
Willow, Kenosha County, Wisconsin. This name merely indicates a point that 

ia shown on the timetable of the road. It was named from the many 

willows (Safta) trees that grow in the vicinity. 
Wilmette, Cook County, Illinois, was named by Judge H. W. Blodgett, of Wau- 

kegan for O^ilmette an Indian half-breed. 
Wllaon, Menominee County, Michigan. Its earliest name was Ferry, and It 

was so named for W. H. Ferry who -owned land in the vicinity. The nam« 

was afterwards changed to honor the Wilson family who owned a mill 

nearby. 
Wilton, Monroe County, WiseonsiB, was named from the township of Wilton 

in Vermont, by emigrants from there. 
Winchester, Iron County, Wisconsin. Until January 'iO, 1808, this place was 

called Divide, which see. The present name came from Winchester, a 

oity in Fredrick C<iunlj, Virginia, which was named from the town in Eng- 

Winde, Delta County, Michigan, was named for Herman Windo, one of the 
pioneers of this part of Michigan. Originally the place was called 
Perkins, for an early settlor of the locality. 

Wlnfleld, DoPage County, Illinoia. Its earlier name mas Warren, Its present 
name wa» given it to honor General Winfield Scott of the United States 
Army, by the board that was appointed to name all the townships in the 
county. 
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Winnebago, Winnebago County, Illinois, was named from the county and 
that was named for the Indian tribe. The name means "The people of 
the stinking waters,'' or ''men of (or from) the bad smelling waters." 
The original word was Ouinepeg or Ouinepego. The word Winnipeg, 
comes from the same word. 

Wixmetka, Cook County, Illinois, is an Indian word meaning ''Beautiful 
place.'* One or more Indian Chiefs were named Winnetka. 

Winnetoon, Knox County, Nebraska. It was named by W. P. Fitch, then 
Manager of the railroad that runs through the place. It is from the. 
name of a farm in Dane County, Wisconsin, owned by Nathan Deane, a 
prominent citizen of that county. 

Winona, Winona County, Minnesota. Is a Sioux Indian word and means 
''the first born daughter." The Indian word was sometimes spelled 
wenona and again weenonah. 

Winthrop Hatt>or, Lake County, Illinois, was for many years called State 
Line and after that. Spring Bluff, (because of many fine springs that 
flowed from the foot of the lake bluff). Its present name was given it 
in 1889 by J. H. Van Ylissengen when trying to convert the place into a 
manufacturing town. The name came from Winthrop in Massachusetts. 

Wisner, Cuming County, Nebraska, was named by John I. Blair for Judge 
Samuel P. Wisner of Cedar Bapids, Iowa, who was prominent in the 
affairs of the Fremont, Elkhom and Missouri Valley Bailroad, when it 
was built to this place. 

Wlttenborg, Shawano County, Wisconsin, was named from the home town of 
Martin Luther, Wittenburg, in Saxony, Germany, and for the University in 
that town. This place was named as above in honor of the many Luther- 
ans who lived in this vicinity when the town was located and named. 

Wolton, Natrona County, Wyoming was named from the fact that it was the 
center of wool shipping and sheep shearing of this part of the state. The 
place was originally called "Wooltown" but was changed to Wolton for 
euphony. 

Womac, Macoupin County, Illinois. This town was started in 1870 and was 
named in 1876 by and for John J. Womac, who had a "country store" 
here and who owned large tracts of farm land in the neighborhood. 

Wolsey, Beadle County, South Dakota, was named for Cardinal Thomas 
Wolsey, the British Prelate. 

Wonewoc, Juneau County, Wisconsin, was named by DeLand Pratt, the 
original owner of the town site. It is a corruption of the Indian word 
iffon-a-wag meaning "they howl" referring to the wolves. 

Woodbine, Harrison County, Iowa, was named from the "Woodbine" or 
"Virginia Creeper" (the Ampelopies quinguefolia) that was very plenti- 
ful here when the country was first settled. 

Woodhull, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, was named for General Nathaniel 
Woodhull, a Eevolutionary officer. 

Wood Lake, Cherry County, Nebraska, was named from a nearby lake. The 
Lake was so named because around its shores was about the only wood 
(timber) that could be found in this vicinity. 

Woodman, Grant County, Wisconsin, wa« named to honor Captain E. E. Wood- 
man of St. Paul, Minnesota, a valued officer of the railroad company, 
who was active in securing the right of way for the railroad here. 
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WaodTOff, Vita.H Countj, WiacoDsin, nas platted by the Miliraukec, Lak« 
and WeBtern Railiray !□ LSSS, and was named for Mr, Woodruif, 
of SandB and Woodruff (a frienil o( PrGBident F. W. RbinelaDder), who 
wai interested In the railroad, 
Woodstock, Meilenry County, lllinotB, was named in IS54 by Joel H. Johcsoti, 
a direetor of the railroad, froni hia native place, Woodstock, Vermont. 
That place waa named from the town in England. Before this village ia 
Illiitoii was named Woodstock, it was called "Centerville" on account 
of iti being in the geographical center of the county. 
Woodwortb, KenoHha County, WiBconaio. The original name was Bristol, and 
I named for Kev. Ira Bristo!, an early lettler. The neit town was 
led West BrJBtoI (now Bristol), and to prevent Bonfusion, the present 
ie was Eelected. This name was that of the original owner of the 

I l^erlUe, Monroe County, WisconBin, was named from its location Neeedah 
Junction, as it was at the junction of the railroad that runs eaalwardly 
to Neeedah. The poBtofBce ia called Wyeville, which is a corruption of 
Wythe, the name of a county in Tirginia, and from which this postofGce 
was named. The original name was dropped and its preeent name agrees 
with that of the postoffice. 

Woolstock, Wright County, Iowa, was platted by the Weiteni Town Lot 
Company in 1881, and the name wae made by Gilbert Perry for the oc- 
casion. It bad DO meaning or relation to Bnytbing connected with the 
plane. It is merely the name of tbe village and was invented out of tbe 
two syllables that form it. 

Wilglit, SlahaBka County, Iowa, was named for a nearby land owner. 

Wrigbtstown, Brown County, Wisconsin, was named for Joel WTight, tha 
original owner of the town site. At one time it waa called Bridgeport. 

Tukton, Tankton County, South Dakota. Tbe name is a corruption of the 
SiouT Indian name I (or E) hank-t on-wan, meaning ''tbe erul village," and 
refers to tbe time when tbe Yankton Indians camped at the end of Spirit 
Lake in the Minnesota wdo'Ib before they were forced out by the 
Ojibways (Chippewas) and were obliged to live on the prairies. In con- 
nection with the name Yankton it may be well to mention tbe fact that 
at treaty was made near this point in 1S5S with the Yanktonafse (Yank- 
ton Sioux) by which tbey relinquished their claims to the land in this 
Lod that this treaty resulted in a great rush of white settlers to 
the southern part of tbe state. Recently a monument has been erected 
for these Yanktonaise at Greenwood, South Dakota, the present borne of 
this tribe to perpetuate the memory of this treaty. The face of (he 
monument bears this inscription: "To commemorato the treaty between 
the United States of America and the Yankton Tribe of Siou:[ or Dakota 
Indians; concluded at Washington, D, C, April 19, IgSS; Batified by tbe 
Senate, February 16, 1S59." Around the base runs the line: "Ihanktun- 
inkton— Dakota— Sioux. " Tbe second side reads: "In mem- 
ory of tbe Yankton chiefs who made the treaty of 1858 — Stnick-by-the- 
Eee, Black Bear, Medicine Cow, Wbite Swan, Pretty Boy, Feather in-tbe- 
Ear, Crazy Bull, Frank Dploria." The third side reads: "Delegates 
who signed the treaty of 1858 — Charles Picotte, Jumpinft Thunder, 
Mniabetun, Numkalipa, Gunning Bull, Walking Elk, Standing Elk, Sad 
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Toiee Elk, Cetanwokapo, HinnaawicHHa." The fourth face of the monu- 
ment reads; "The tribal couccilora who kept the peace, and saw that tha 
agreements of the fifty year treaty were all fulfilled — Fat Mandan, 
Kidowaapi, Iron Necklace, TuokaniiBliomnj, Little Bird, Mad Walking, 
Big Voice Bear, Susnakeduta, Bunkamanoinani, Little Thunder, Lean Elk, 
HJB Fly Pipe, John Ree, Frank Jandreau." Major A. H. Eedfield, U. a 
Indan agent net up bis tent at the Yankton agency and remained there 
and thus may be said to be the first permanent resident of the county. 

Toik, York County, Nebraska, was named from the county and that was 
named for a prominent pioneer reeidect family. 

Zaneta, Grundy County, Iowa. This ia merely a fanciful name made out 
of the first syllable of ZanesvUle, added to the letters "ta" for euphony. 

ZhChDw, Shawano County, Wisconsin, wna named for W. C- Zaehow, a, larga 
land owner of the vicinity. It wss once named Netley for a nearby 
settler, but was changed to honor Mr. Zachow. 

E«ll, Faulk County, South Dakota, was platted in ISHQ by the Western Tows 
Xiot Company and was named from oue of the several "Zells" of Germaiiy, 
Austria and Switzerland. 

Zlon dty, Lake County, Illinois, was named by J. A. Dowie from Mount Zion 
in Palestine. 

Zumbrota, Goodhue County, Uinnesota, wag named from the eommon name 
of the nearby river. This is a corruption of its French name Bmbarrata. 
which means "obstruction," and was so named because the boats of the 
Freneh traders were retarded and their course obstructed by much fallsa 
timber in the river and by the ahoals and falls and rapida in it. The 
s often called the Zambro, which is the way the French word named 
abore sounded to tbe first white settlers, who followed the French trappers 
on thii stream. 




CHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY^ 

ABANDONED NAMES. ^^^| 

The foUowing names, in an early ilay, were applied to towns and villag^^^j 

along the line of this road. -For varioua reasons these names wore abandoned 
and the eurrent oncn nere substituted. In CBses where the namu of the post 
pffice varies from that of the town or station tho post ( 
bo found in this list: 

ABANDONEU NAMR. CVBHENT NlMB. 

Altoona See Hitcheoek, Beadle County, South Dakota. 

Areola " Areo, Lincoln County, Minnesota 

Ayr " Crandoo, Forest County, Wisconsin 

AmeEvlUa " Garden Prairie, Boone County, Illinois. 

Ableman's MUIb " Ahlemans, Sauk County, Wisconsin. 

Aetna " Malta, DeKalb County, ItlinoiB. 

Apllngton " Eleanor, Butler County, Iowa- 
Atkinson " Ha^.el, Iron County, Miehijjnn. 

Atla " Hudflon, Fremont County, Wyoming. 

Astot " Green Bay, Brown County, Wiaconain. 

Bine Cut ■' Amber, Jones County, lov 

Big Woods " Eatavia, Kaue County, Illio 

Bradley " Arlington Heights, Conk County, IlUnoiH. 

Bradford " Broadmoor, Stark Couoty, Iliuois. 

Bluff Point " Turin, Monona County, Iowa. 

Bay City " Ashland, Ashland County, Wiaeonsin. 

Belie Plaire " Cuyler, Cook County, Illinois. 

Bell Cleek " Arlington, Washington County, Nebraska. 

Eellevillo " Johnson's Creek, Jefferson County, Wia 

Bedford " Dotson, Brown County, Min 

BarkvlUe " Bark River, Delta County, Michigar 

Blackberry " Elburn, Kane County, Illin 

Bear Grove " Byron, Olmsted County, Minnesota. 

Burnt Bloffa " Foster City, Dickinaon County, Michigan. 

Bagnoravllle " Howells, Colfax County, Nebraska. 

Butler ■' Cherry Valley, Winnebago County, Illinois- 

Buachville " Howells, Colfax County, Nebraska, 

Bass Creek " Hanover, Eock County, ' 

Bullwinkle " Helenville, Jefferson County, Wis 

Big Bull Falls " Wausau, Marathon County, Wisconsin. 

Boyer Falls " Log.in, Harrison County, Iot 

Bachelor's Grove " Footville, Kock County, Wisconsin. 

Batacock'a Grove " Lombard, DuPage County, Illin< 

Bowen " Harrison, Sioux County, Nebraaka. 

Bloom " North Freedom, Sauk County, Wisconsio. 
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' Abahdohid Sutw. 


^H 






Brtckton 


" Pnrk Riripp. Tonk Cmi-nt-r. lUinnis. ^^^| 


Bark Elver 


ivnrpum riBfto Miphitmn ^^^^| 


Bramliall 


Kru HeiPtitn. HanrI Cniintv Knnth DhIiiiIjl. ^^^^H 


Bnndy 


Jeans. IjidcuIh Counlr. WiBCoasin. ^^^^H 


Bnxton 


■' Snwvrir. h'lilmnrx l.'niinl.v. Ni^bnuka. ^^^H 


Belmont 


■• Lsalifi. l,n.h'nvpttP Couotv. WiHconnin. ^^^H 


Bums 


'- Knrini^plfl. Ijrnnii tlnitur.r. Al innnmtR. ^^^^H 


Bentoa 


'■ kflnPh T.«V« rm,n(.v T1Hnm« ^^H 


Bnmott 


'I'lliipn Mnrtioon Cmmfv \BhrnskJi ^^^^| 


Bovine 


•■ Van Metri-. L.vnian Cniintv. Hotilih UnkntJi. ^^^| 


Brtstol 


■• Wofirtwnrlh KnnntliB conntiff wiinnnnin ^^^^| 


Bndgepon 


" Wrifhtstown. Brown Oountv. WiBP,..nj>in. ^^H 


Ceresco 


■' Kmnn. Konri di> Lac, Coimtv. VVisnona.n ^^^H 


Call's Grove 


^lirnnn InwB ^^^^H 




l».^. W. Conner, ^^^^^| 


CUntoDvUIe 


SnnUi T^lirin Knnn ^^^^^| 


Dolnmbaa 


KHriKlH Irvnn. ^^^^H 


Conrad's Orova 


lOWB ^^^^H 


Clinton 


l.'liDtinnvillf! WRiiTiarH Cniintv Wmi-nnvn ^^^^^H 












■' Clybourn Junction, Cook Count?-, IlliaoU. ^^^H 
'■ Hitchcock, Beadle County, South Dakota. ^^H 




Clyboum Flace 


aarksvUle 


■■ MnihnrNl. DnPnirp llhnniit ^^^^H 


Oalahan 


MHi-nnlm. Ktifk ( ;niint.v Wiiptmmn ^^^^H 




■' M.rtwn^ I.V.o»nn..n ^^^^H 


CainvUle 


' Franklin Qrove, Lee County, IllinoU. ^^^H 
" Mi>rj<n. Riireni. Pnnnt.v ^^^H 


Charleston 


Chaplin 


(iait. Whitp^iHr. rniintr ^^^H 


Coda . 




Cardoaa 


Innirrpnp. Martin Cmintv MinnPFiohB ^^^^H 


Canfiold 


" Ediaon I'ark. Cook Countv Illinois. ^^^H 


CentervUle 


" LathroD. Delta County. Michipan. ^^^| 


CentervillB 


" CJPvplnnH U^n.tnwnn Cm.ntv Wi^-nnnin ^^^H 


CentenrUle 


'- flainview. Wabasha Countv. Minnesota. ^^^H 


CentervUle 


" WanilHtnrk M.'Hpnrv ( Iniint.v ^^^H 




•' Kidntt. KtprhpnHnn ( Immtv. ^^^H 




" UFsnd Kapids, Wood County, WiBcoDHin. ^^^H 

" -Ra^P TTitI Tnr^k Tnnntv Tllinni, ^^^H 


OUttenden 




" Clark, Clark County, South Dakota. ^^^H 
. " St. Chartea, Xane Couoty, IllinoiB. ^^^H 




Climbing Bock 


Day's Elver 


■• liramtitnn. Dpita Cnnnt.v Mir-hiirnn ^^^H 


Dnnton 


Ho..>l,ta l>I.T.n.. ^^^H 


De Mores 


" Belle Fourche, Butte County, South DaJiota. ^^^ 
, " Croston, Ogle County, Dinois. ^ 


Dement 


Dea Plainee Blvei Bta. 


. " River Forest, Cook County, Illinoig. 1 
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CUKRKKT NA»K. | 


Docrwood Sp.n SaKon. Iron Countv. Wiationsin. ^^^^| 


Dover Center 


' Dnvpr. 1 llmiitpri 1 Iniintv. Minnesota. ^^^H 


Deimiss 


- hJiii^kinirhBiii. Tnmn i;otiBCv. InwB. ^^^^H 


DowTiUe 


■ Dnw r.itv. (.'rHwEnrH Iowa. ^^^H 


Dsiotah 


' DnKitin i:ilv. Hiitnhnlclt. tiountv. iowR. ^^^^| 


Decco 


■ Town Line, Sheboygan County, WiacooHin. ^^H 


Def ava ' 


^^^1 


1 Danbr 


niPn F.lWn. DuPaP-f. Countv. Illinois. ^^H 


Dorty 


liiipltppQ tariDflTiit. t^nuDtT. Mionnaota. ^^^H 


' D«eifleld 


.Nurpnta. U«lta Countv. Michipan. ^^^| 


pniiB 


(!-»,.„ U^,. Ilr™„ r«„nt,r w,,^,.„.i„ ^^^M 






Edmood ' 


Wliitiinn .lunction. Iowa Countv. Winnonaln. ' ^^^^| 


Elk OroTo ' 


Arlington Heiphta. Cook Countv. lIliDOis. ^^^^| 


Eftsle OroTO Jnnct, ' 


Kniro (iravo. Wriptat iJountv. Iowa. ^^^^| 


EMI ' 


Knrlvillfl l,n Knilfl llnnntv. lllinniR ^^^H 


Eldon ' 








Empire ■ 


I„„».^ili» W«.»no Pn,.,..v M;,.„»,..t™ ^^^1 






East Mapleton ' 


Maoloton. Monona Countv. Tona. ^^^| 


Fort Des Moines 


Dea MoiDEB, Polk County, Iowa. ^^^ 


Fort Clark 


Peoria, Peoria County, Illinois. 


Fremont ' 


Baldwin, Jackson County, Iowa. 


Fort OroTe Coenr ' 


Peoria, Peoria County, Illinois. 


Fambam • 


FarnbamTine, Calhoun County, Iowa. 


Foraytlie ' 


Little Lake, Marquette County, Miehigaa. 


Feonlmore Center 


Fenuimore, Grant County, WiseoQBin. 


Felton ' 


Hetland, KiogBbury County, South Dakota, 


rietclier 


Lake View, Sac County, Iowa. 


Fort Howard ' 


Green Bay, Brown County, WiBConsia. 


Fairview 


Manchester, Kingsbury County, South Dakota. 


Florida 


Panola, lion County, Michigan. 




Rockland, La Croase County, Wisconsin. 
' Story, Stcry County, Iowa. 


Fairview 


Ferry 


Wilaon, Menominee County, Michigan. 


Floyd'B BlnSs 


Sargeant 's BluEEa. Woodbury County, Iowa. 


Genoa 




(}roRse ■ 


Little Suaniico, Oconto County, Wiaconain. 






Ormndvlew * 


Ghent, Lyon County. MinncBota. 


babtowa 


Cherry Valley, Winnebago County, Illinois. 


OronTUlB 


Granville, Sioux County, Iowa. 


OrabaU 


' Cherry Valley, Winnebago County. Illinoia. 


Oroapled 


' Lake Geneva, Walworth County, Wiaeonsin. 


OayrlllB 


' Black Tail, Lawrence County, South Dakota. 




' Leslie, LaFayctte County. Wiscoosin. 

' Stiles Junction, Oeonto County, Wiflcongin. 


Grand Trunk Jtuct 


Gennantown 


' RockfleH, Washington County, Wisconsin. 
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C^KKT NA«._ 1 


^^^~ Chacy's CroEsmg See Terra Cotta, Mellenrj- County, niinoia, J 


' Gnlbrand 


' Northwood, Worth County, Iowa. 


HnnWns 


' Cordova, Seward County, Nebraska. 


Harrisvllle 


' Cato, Manitowoc Coonty, Wiaeonsin, 


HubheU 


' Kelley, Story County, Iowa. 


Hohensolleni 


' Schieswig, Crawford County, Iowa. 


Halfway Oroek 


' Midway, La Crosse County, Wisconsin. 


HazellmiBt 


' McNaughton, Oneida County, Wiatonsin. 


Hanson 


' Evan, Brown County, Wiaconsin. 


Harlem 


' Oak Park, Cook County, Illinoia. 


Bart's Bluffs 


' Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 


Henilock 


' Basswood, Iron County, Michigan, 




' Porter, Yellow Modicino County, Minnesota. 
' Capron, Boone County, Illinois. 


Helgason 


Hannon 


' Evan, Brown County, Minnesota. 




' Boae Hill, Cook County, Illinois. 

' St. Charles, Gregory County, South Dskotu. 


Hampton 


_ Harvey 


' Gentian, Marquette County, Michigan. 






^^■^«.„v — 




^■"- 


• Elrod, Clark County, South Dakota. 

Tama, Tama County, Iowa. 
' Irving Park, Cook County, Illinois. 




1 Irvtogton 


r Junction 


Elmo, Grant County, WUconsin. 


Jessie Benton Tremont- . 


' Fremont, Dodge County, Nohraska. 


Johnson's Kapida 


WatertowQ, Jefforson County, Wisconsin. 




Janesville, Waseca Coonty, Minnesota. 
West Chicago, DuPage County, Illinois. 


Junction 


Kanesville 


Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie County, Towa. 


Elntyre 


Argyle, Winnebago County, Tlinois. 




' Elburn, Kane County, IllinoiB. 

CastiewooJ, Hamlin County, South D.'.kota. 
Garvin, Lyon County, Minnesota. 




Kent 




' Hazel, Iron Connly, Michigan. 

' Hartland, McHenry County, Illinois. 

■ Kellnor, Portage County, Wiseoasin. 




EelnervlUe 


Kane . . 


' La Fos, Kane County, IllinoiB. 
■ Oak Park, Cook County, Illinoia. 


Ketttastrlng's Grove . . . 


Loran . 


' Loretto, Boone County, Nebraska. 
' Anamosa, Jonea County, Iowa. 


lexlnBton 


I^ncaster 


' Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 


La VaUetta . . . 


' Avenue, Cook County, Illinois. 
' Dwight, Butler County, Nebraska. 


Lone Star 


Lao Verde 


' Green Lake, Green Lake County, Wisconsin. 
' County Line, Kaeine County, Wisconsin. 


lamliertoa 


Loone 


' Leona, Forest County, Wisconsin. 


Le Petite Obntes 


' Little Chutes, Outagamie County, Wisconsin. 


Little Kanlcanna 


' Little Hapida, Brown County, Wisconsin. 


Le VUle da MalUot 


' Peoria, Peotia County, Illioois. 
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^^V 


CUBHKNT NAMK. j 


^^^ T.'P.nii on finnrt S™ NiiihrnrH, Knnv rninits. NphmHhn ^^^^ 






Lovelaud'B MUIs 


I.oveliuid. Pott.awat.tamin roiintv. Iiiwn. ^^^^| 




. i*„.i„.ii,. ,.. ^^^M 


Lakeaide 


• Huhlinrd Wunds. Conk Coiint.v Illiiimif. ^^^H 


LomhardvillB 


iMorsG. Bureau Conntv. illiTiiiis. ^^^^| 




- KaniDeaka. cndinirtnTi uoiictv. nontn unkatn.. ^^^^M 








• Weu<1t, Stanl(>7 County, Soath Dakota. ^^^H 

Etru<^e, Brookings County, South Dakota. ^^^^| 

' Portpr. Vflllow Mflflii'ini. C.nn-ntv 1WinnPBnt.« ^^^H 


Loo 


Lona Tree ... 


Lodt 


' Maolp l>ark. Kann Countv. lllinoiH. ^^^H 


Llnwood 


■ Aioalincr. ncnnto I ;ntinl;v. WiHPnnHin ^^^^H 


Montana 


Konnc. Booni> iowa. ^^^^H 


mnerarille 


Dodreville. liiwn tJountv. Vv tsc^nnnin. ^^^^H 


Moree ' 


MnrHP HluK'n. SniinHRri Cmint.v Nol.raiiL-i ^^^^H 




' Marshalltown, Mari'halt County, Jowa. ^^^H 

' Deadwood, Lawrence County, South Dakota. ^^^H 

Afton. Rock Coontv. WiBeousin. ^^^H 




Mlddleton 


Uenominee Slrer Jimc. . ' 


Powere. Meoominee Countv. Michii^nn. ^^^^| 


Miller's HIU 


Council Biutts. 1'iittnwnttB.i.ip Cmmtv Inwn ^^^H 


Montarvllle ' 


TremcGle^u. TremneJeKU Countv. Wisrnufun. ^^^^| 


Morsaa ' 


(jillillan. Ucdwaod Coiutv. Minnesota. ^^^| 


Mindfin 


' Craudon. Hnink Countv. Knuth Dnkntn. ^^^| 


UarqnlsTllle 


' Savior. Polk Conntr. Iowa. ^^^H 




lindlpv lni<7fi ^^^^H 


Midway 




Morton Siding 


' Calbraith. Kossuth Coiintr. Inwn ^^^H 


Mead 


' Hebron. McHpnrv Coontv. [Ilinniti. ^^^H 


Midway 


Jordan. Ijoonn lown ^^^^| 


■ Masonic Grove 


' Mason Citv. Cprrn IJnrHo Co.infv Inwn ^^^H 


Mitchell 


- Hnrrisnn. Lii>i-n[Ti I Imintv WixporKiTi ^^^^| 


MlsEonrl Valley Jmict. . 


■ Missouri Vatlev. Harrison (^onntv. Inwa. ^^^| 


MontroBe 


' Mnvfnir. Conk Countv ^^^H 


MelrOBB 


' Melrose Park. Cook Countv. lUmnm. ^^^| 


Mason Long 


' Mason Citv. Cetrn (Jordn Cmintv. lown ^^^| 


If avarlno 


tireen itav. Brown t;oiintv. WiRcnnRin ^^^H 


Nordland 


AriinPton. h.inpsbiirv t;niintv. Mouth Dnkntn ^^^H 


Nunda 


' CrvstaJ Lake. McMenrv Countv. Jtllnols. ^^^| 


NeUey 


llaphow. Hhawann i inunrv Wiin^onfiin ^^^H 


New Albany 


tseloit. Kock Countv. Wisconsin. ^^^H 


Newark 


Barton. WasMnrton l.onntv. Wisrjinsin ^^^H 




Clinton, Clinton Cmnty, Iowa. ^^^| 

Campbell Bport, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, ^^^H 

' Cobden, Brown County, Minnesota. ^^H 

< r-^f^ n .^ w;.„ — ^^H 






Nettle HU! 






^K -Mn,^!,-^ 


' Minrpnlji T.vnn Cniintv MinnPH-ita ^^H 


^■^ Nortb Greenfield 


West Allis, Milwaukee County, VJiseonsin. ^^H 
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ABAHDOiriD NaHB. 

N0W Provldencs £ 


CuRiticNr Nahe. ^^^^M 

ee Lawn Hill, Uardin Couoty, lona. ^^^H 
Lewiston, Winona County, UinnesotK. ^^^^H 

' Northwood, Worth County, Iowa. ^^^H 
Webster City, Eamiltoa County, Iowa. ^^^^H 
Oak Parh, Cook County, Illinois. ^^H 
West Salem, La CroBse Conuty, Wisconsin. ^^^^| 
Carlton, DoKalb County, lUinoiB. ^^^| 
Norwood Park, Cook County, Illinois. ^^^H 
.Ashtoo, L«e County, Illinois. ^^^| 
Clinton Junction, Bock County, Wisconsin. ^^^^| 
Chelsea, Tama County, Iowa. ^^^^| 
Carrollville, MUwankes County, Wiseonstn. ^^^H 
Clarence, Cedar County, Iowa. ^^^^| 
Alton. Sioux County, Iowa. ^^^H 
Eleanor, Butler County, Iowa. ^^^^H 
Goose Lake, Clinton County, Iowa. ^^^H 
Stafford, Holt County, Nebraska. ^^^H 
Montflur, Taoia County, Iowa, ^^^^H 
South Milwaukee, HUwaukee County, WiseDnain.^^^H 
Onk Park, Cook County, Illinois. ^^H 
Seafortb, Sedwood County, Ulnnesata. ^^^^| 
Nekoosa, Wood Connty, Wiaeonsin. ^^T^ 
Montfort, Grant County, Wisconsin. 

' Albia, Monroe County, Iowa. 

' Jefferson Park, Cook County, niinois. 

' Highland Park, Lake County, Illinois. 

' Cnshinp, Woodbury County, Iowa. 

IJike Preston, Kingsbury County, South Dakota. 

Rolfe, Pocnhontfts Connty, Iowa. 

Raeine Junction, Racine County, Wisconsin. 

' Glen Ellyn, DuPage County, Dlinois. 

' Winde, Delta County, Michigan. 

' Klevenvide, Dane County, Wisconsin. 

Whitelaw, Manitowoc County, Wisconmn. 

Whitelaw, Manitowoc County, WisconBin. 

Marengo, McHenry County, Illinois. 
' Kingsley, Plymouth County, Iowa. 
' Peteravilla, Ciinton County, lows. 
' Malone, Clinton Connty, Iowa. 
' Beemer, Cuminga County, Nebraska. 
' Botna, Shelby County, Iowa. 
' Ablemana, Sauk County, Wisconsin. 
' Burchard, Lyong County, Minnesota. 
' Gilberts, Kane County, Illinois. 
' Columbia, Brown County, Minnesota. 
' Evanaton, Cook County, IHinoia. 
' Newald, Forest County, Wisconsin. 
' Capa, Stanley Connty, South Dakota. 








NMhoiiftc 


Hew Town ' 




Ogle 

Ogden 








Oplington ' 

! O-Brtro ' 






























PrUrievUlB ' 




Pine QioTS Siding 


Pleuant aiove 


Qnigley 


Bock Oieek 

Koclidale 


Eedwood 

BntlandvUIe 








.- .1. 
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11 Bockland 


See Lake Bluff, Luke County, Illinois. ^^^H 










Eocky Point 

Boseneatli 


" St. Peter, Nicollet Couoty, Minneaota. ^^^^H 
" Edison Perk, Cook Count j, Illinois. ^^^H 


Sana 

Bprlngfield 

SoQUi Elgin 


" Esmond, Kingsbury County, South Dakota. "^^^H 

Maquoketa, Jackson County, Iowa. ^^^^| 

'■ Clintonville, Kane County, IlliDois. ^^^| 


St. Mark 

Bholljnm 

SaUabniy's Mills... 
Stanley 


' Ashlaod, Ashland County, Wisoonain. ^^^H 

Burchard, Lyon Coanty, Minoesota. ^^^^H 

'■ Barton, Washington County, Wiaennsin. ^^^H 

" Burr, Yellow Medicine County, Minnesota. ^^^H 


BlaunsvlUa 

Bpeir 

Sand Slound 

Seneca Falls 

Soattport 


" Lake Mills, Winnebago County, Iowa. ^^^M 
" Eagle Lake, Blue Earth County, Minnesota. ^^^H 
'■ Grand Mound, Clinton County, Iowa, ^^^^| 
'■ SeoacB, FB.ulk County, South Dakota. ^^^^| 
' Kenosha, Kenosha County, Wisconsin. ^^^^| 


Story 


StoTy City, Story County, Iowa. ^^^^H 


Smith's Mine 

SWlioletli 


Eepublic, Marquette County, Michigan. ^^^^M 
Mason City, Cerro Giordo County, Iowa. ^^^^H 


StackTllIe 


Atkinson, Iron County, Michigan. ^^^^H 


Spdngfield 

Sugar Elver 

SaylorriUe 

Saratoga 

Seminole 


Plymouth, Sheboygan County, Wiaconsin. ^^^^1 
Bileys, Dane County, Wisvonsin. ^^^^| 
Saylor, Polk County, Iowa. ^^^^| 
Amiret, Lyon County, Minnesota. ^^^^H 
Buckoum, Natrona County, Wyoming. ^^^^H 


Tama Olty 

Timothy 

Tenhassen 

Threo Elvers 

Terry 

Teyranena 

Taylorsport , 


" Tama, Tama County, Iowa. ^^^H 
Newton, Manitowoc County. Wiaconsin. ^^^^H 
'■ Ceylon, Martin County, Minnesota. ^^^H 
" Suring, Oconto County, Wisconsin. ^^^1 
Oarvin, Lyon County Minnesota. ^^^^H 
• ' Lake Mills, JofTorson County, Wiaconain. ^^^1 
" Hnbbard Woods, Lake County, Illinois. ^^^H 


c. 


, ... Eiver Foreet, Cook County, Illinois. ^^^^H 
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^^^^\ ABANDONJCD Nahk. 


CUSKBNX ^^^1 

ee Council Bluffa, Poltawattamxe County, Iowa. ^^^| 

' West Chicago, DoPage Couaty, Illinois. ^^^1 
West Chicago, DuPage County, Illinois. ^^^^| 

' West Chicago, DuPage County, Illinois. ^^^| 
Port Washington, Ozaukee County, Wiacon^l^^^^| 

' Wald, Cedar County, Iowa. ^^H 
Port Washington, Ozaukee County, WiBcaDri4^^^^| 
Ivanhoe, Lincoln County, Minnesota. ^^^^^H 
Bradgate, Humboldt County, Iowa. ^^^^H 
Beatnaa, Grundy County, Iowa. ^^^^H 

' Carlisle, Fillmore County, Nebraska. ^^^H 

' Bear Creek, Outagamie County, WisconHin. ^^^H 
Dayton, Webster County, Iowa. ^^^^| 

' Aablaud, Asbland County, Wisconsin. ^^^| 
Riverton, Fremont County, Wyoming. ^^^^| 

' Hering, Bac County, Iowa. ^^^H 
(^amaron, Sac County, Iowa. ^^^^| 

• Lebanon, Potter County, South Dakota. ^^^| 
Loveme, Kossuth County, Iowa. ^^^^| 

' DePere, Brown County, Wiseonmn. ^^^| 
Medway, La Crosse County, Wisconsin. ^^^^| 

' Mendota, Dane County, WiBconsin. ^^^H 
Sharon, Walworth County, Wisconsin. ^^^^| 

' Wolton, Natrona County, Wyoming. ^^^| 
Monroe, Turner County, South Dakota. ^^^^H 
North Greenfield, MUwaukee County, Wiscoiii^^^| 
Shopiere, Kock County, Wisconsin. ^^^H 
Neknosa, Wood County, Wisconsin. ^^^H 
Ivanhoe, Lincoln County, Minnesota. ^^^^| 
Freeport, Stephenson County. Illinois. ^^^H 
Winfield, DuPage County, Illinois. ^^^H 
Janesville, Bock County, Wisi'onHin. ^^^H 
Owanka, Pennington Couoty, Siuth Dakota. ^^^^| 
Woodworth, Kenosha County, Wisconsin. ^^^| 
Montfort, Grant County, Wisconsin. ^^^H 
Necedah -Junution, Monroe County, WiBCoasin. ^^^H 
DeWitt, Clinton County, Iowa. ^^^| 
Luverne, Kossuth County, Iowa. ^^^H 
FairCas, Linn County, Iowa. ^^^^| 
Viola, Olmsted County, Minnesota. ^^^| 
l^ampeska, Codington County, South Dakota. ^^^^| 
California Junction, Harrison County, Iowa. ^^^H 
Cuba City, Grant County, Wisconqin. ^^^| 
Branch, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. ^^^H 


Tbe Junction 

Turner Junction 

Tomer 

Washington City 

Walden 

Wisconsin City 

Wilno 

WUlow Qlen 

WadUoupe 

Walters 

Welcome 


WUttlesey 

Wadsworth 


Wall Lake Jimctioa 

Webb 

Whitman 

West Depere 

Winona Junction 

Weatport 

Walworth 

Wooltown 




Watefloo 

Whitney's Rapids 

Wilson 

WlnneBlilek 

Wairen 


Wicota ' 


WlneviUe ' 

Wyevllle ' 

Vandenbuig ' 


Vanderbllt ■ 


Vera ' 

Yazoo ' 

^L latomg 

L 



I 
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SAEXrr IN KAXI.WAY TBATEI.. 



The eipeditiouB movement of trains and the niHKimum of comfort for pHtrons 
who travel via the Chicago and NortbWratprn Kailway, is uccompaDied by- 
elaborate precautions for their flafetj. Huadreila of passenger trains furuisli 
daily service via this line between various towns and cities in nine vrestern 
states, witii that Djinimum of deluy end danger, and thiit uiaximnm ot comfert 
that have made the road famous. 

Skill, forethought and liberal expenditure have provided carefully -guarded 
grade crasaings, elevated tracks and commodious termtuals, automatic block 
■ignals, heavy steel rails, powerful locomotives, moderu, well-built equipment, 
and high-grade liiBcipliue among emplujca, whuee duty it is to Huffguard its 

THE BEST OF EVESTTHIWG. 

The main artery of truvel between Chicago and Omaha— "The Only Double 
Track Railway between Chicago and the Missouri River," the double track 
North Shore route between Chicago and Milwaukee, the doubletrach black 
signal line between Chicago, St. Paul, Micnoapolis and Duluth, and thousand! 
of miles of high-class railway that reach other important points in the north- 
west, stand to travelers via the Chicago & North-Westerit Railway as a guar- 
antee of the bcsl of everything in travel. 

The growth of the Chicago & Nor tl>- Western Railway and of the western 
and northwestern states through which it passes, have kept close pace from 
the earliest history of the two. Much of the commercial vitality and rapid 
development for which the Upper Mississippi Valley is noted, b due to the 
fact that railway eoommunication between this great area and the markets 
upon which it depends, has always been of a character to develop the greatest 
■mount of interchange and increase tbe growth of the west to the largest 
I possible extent. 

■ ' TO THE PACrFIO COAST. 

The comfort of the trans continental journey is greatly added to by having 
access to properly prepared booklets and maps beforehand. The Chicago & 
North -Western Railway issue some of the most handsome booklets on the 
subject of California, Oregon and Washington; illustrations illuTnioe the text; 
the facts set forth are reliable and enlightening. Various booklets on this 
and other travel subjects may be Bpcurcd on application. 

THBEE FAST TKAINS. 
to the Pacific Coast every day. Every luxury and convenience the traveler 
could wish is embodied on these great trans-contiDental trains via the Chicago, 
Union Pacific 4 North- Western Line. 

The Overland Umited to San Francisco and the Los Angeles Limited to I.o* 
Angeles are electric lighted throughout leaving Chicago daily, only three days 
to the Coast, with splendid equipment, modern and luxuriously complete in 

^e China ft Japan Fast Mail, auother daily trans-continental train, has 
standard Pullman sleepers, Chicago to San Francisco, Pullman Tourist sleep- 
era to San Francisco, Portland and Los Angeles, free reclining chair cars and 

The best of everything is assured if jou travel via this route. 

FBEIQHT TRAFFIC. 

The Chicago & North-Western syatem, comprising 9,329 milea of railway, 
reaching the following North-Weetern States; i. e., niinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, Wyoming and the Dakot.'is, with its termi- 
nal tracks in every principal city and with over 300 miles of sidetrack in the city 
of Chicago and its double track main lines between Chicago and Omaha and 
Chicago and St. Paul is equipped to furnish uneiocelled Freight Transportation 
between all important points in the territory it tenches. 
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STILL THE FIONETBH LINE. 

The " North-western " ia etiil the Pioneer Line in the transportation of 
Trani-eontinental Freight, being the original "California Fast Freight" Line. 

IMPOETANT TO MANUFACTDEEHS, 

To maaufacturera this Company offers exceptional facilities, reaching ai it 
does thriving cities in the Foi River District of Wiaconsin, the Hard and Soft 
Wood Lnmber Diatricts of Wisconsin, Michigan and Minnesota. It roaches the 
rich Iron Ore ranges located also in these same states, and the productive coat 
Aelds of Northern Ulinois. 

THE DAIBT LINE. 

The North-Westeni is also distinctively a Dairy Line and gives especial 
■ttention to this great important iuduBtry. 

THBOUGH TH:E> COBN BELT. 
It rans through the ^reat Co 
wheat producing states of Min 
Black HiUa Line. 

THE LIVE STOCK LINE. 



IIS AQENCIES. 

1 by its General Agencies in all the principal 
3 the Pacific, who may be consulted with reference 
to Freight Traffic. 

ITS BOOK OF BATES. 
It also publishes monthly a "Book of Freight Eates," the purpose being 
to show rates to points reached by it and connections, as per the lawful pub- 
lished tariffs, which include rates not only to points reached by its own rail*, 
but to 8,350 points located on 51,000 miles of connecting lines. The shipping 
public is requested to apply for desired information to any of its Freight 
OfBeials, Local Agents, or Qeneral Agents. 

ITS HEAtoQUAETEBS. 
Its general offices are at 215 Jackeon Boulevard, Chicago, 111., where its 
patrons are always welcome. 



AS TO THE 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha 

Railway. 



CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & OMAHA 

RAILWAY COMPANY 



DIRECTORS 



WILLIAM K. VANDERBILT - 
HAMILTON McK. TWOMBLY 
FREDERICK W. VANDERBILT 
W. A. GARDNER - - -- 
MARVIN HUGHITT - - 
BYRON L. SMITH - - - 

CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW - 



New York 

New York 

New York 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

New York 



DAVID P. KIMBALL 
ZENAS CRANE - - 
EUGENE E. OSBORN 
THOMAS WILSON - 
JOHN M. WHITMAN 
JOHNA. HUMBIRD 



- - Boston 
Dalton, Mass. 

New York 

- - St. Paul 

- - Chicago 

- - St. Paul 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MARVIN HUGHITT WILLIAM K. VANDERBILT 

H. McK. TWOMBLY EUGENE E. OSBORN 

CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW DAVID P. KIMBALL 

FREDERICK W. VANDERBILT 



GENERAL OFFICERS 



W. A. GARDNER President 

EUGENE E. OSBORN - - 

JAMES T CLARK 

RICHARD H. WILLIAMS - 
MILTON B. VAN ZANDT - 

TA.POLLEYS 

THOMAS WILSON 

WILLIAM H. STENNETT - 
ARTHUR W. TRENHOLM - 
SAMUEL G. STRICKLAND - - 
LEWIS A. ROBINSON - - - 

CHARLES P. NASH Local Treasurer - - 

HIRAM M. PEARCE Freight Traffic Manager 

EDGAR B. OBER General Freight Agent 

THOMAS W. TEASDALE - - - General Passenger Agent 
CHARLES W. JOHNSON - - - Chief Engineer - - 

ISAAC SEDDON Purchasing Agent 

GEORGE W. BELL - - - - 



Chicago 

Vice-President and Assistant Secretary - New York 

Second Vice-President St. Paul 

Treasurer and Second Assistant Secretary - - New York 
Assistant Treasurer and Third Ass*t Secretary New York 

Secretary ... Hudson, Wis. 

St. Paul 

Chicago 

St. Paul 

St. Paul 

St. Paul 

St. Paul 

St. Paul 

St. Paul 

St. Paul 

St. Paul 

- - - - St. Paul 



General Counsel - 
Auditor of Expenditures - 
General Manager - 
General Superintendent 
Comptroller - - . . 



Land Commissioner Hudson, Wis 



ST. PAUL OFFICER-CORNER FOURTH AND ROSABEL STREETS. 

CHICAGO OFFICE-4I5 JACKSON BOULEVARD. 

NEW YORK OFFICE-iii BROADWAY. 



December 31, 1907 
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MILES OF RAILROAD JUNE 30, 1907. 

WISCONSIN DIVISION 

Elroj to Wegtmiaater Street 192.B2 

[ WaBtminster Street to St. Psul (leaBed ) 1.30 

I WeHtminster Street to MinneapoliB (laaaed) 10.10 

[ HadBon to EllBworth 24.82 

I Stillwater Junction to Stillwater 3.30 

St. Croii Drawbridge to Btillwat«r Switch 4.55 

MerrUlan to Marahfield 38.67 

West Eaa Claire to Shaw 'a Mill , 2.74 

Menomonie Junction to Menomonie 3.01 

Fairchild to Mondovi 36.75 

Emerald to Weaton 36.37 

Northline to Bajfleld 177.57 

Aabland Junction to Aahiand 4,39 

Aahland Shore Line 1.31 

Eau Claire to Spooner 81.51 

Trego to Duluth (including Nor. Pac. E7. bridge, 1.59 miles. , 73.29 

TuBCobJa to Draper 56.00 

Cliippewa Falls to Yellow River 49.28 

UINNEBOTA AlTD IOWA DIVIBIOH. 

8t. Paul to LeMars 241.49 

CHff to St. Paul Junction 1.02 

LeMars to Sioux City (leased) 25.S0 

Minneapolis to Merriam (leaaed) 27.00 

Lake Cryatal to Elmore 43.69 

I Madelia to Fairmont 29.38 

I Bingham Lake to Currie 38.63 

I Heron Lake to Pipestone 55.10 

Trent to Mitchell 130.73 

Lnverne to Doon 28.00 

NEBRASKA DIYISION. 

Missouri river to Omaha 123.06 

Sioa> City union depot to bridge track (leaaed) .50 

Sioui City Bridge Company's track 3.90 

Cobnm to Newcastle 26.95 

Emerson to Norfolk 46.50 

Wakefield to Crofton 49.14 

Wayne to Bloomfield 43.14 

298.1B 

Total 1,711.20 

The mileage operated, by States, was as follows: 

Owned. Lraaed. Total. 

WiBconsin 756,69 1,28 757.97 

Minnesota 434.33 38.71 473.04 

Iowa 74.54 27.50 102.04 

Booth Dakota 83.20 88.20 

Nebraska 287.85 2.10 289.95 

Total 1,641,61 69.59 1,711.20 

In addition to the above, the company owned and operated 66.03 miles of sePODd 
track located aa follows.- 

Wisconsin 40.09 

Minneaota 24.23 

Nebraska l.Tl , 

Total 66.0a J 




AS TO THE 



CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & 
OMAHA RAILWAY. 



THE STATES. 



THEIR NAMES AND THE ORIGIN THEREOF. 



I 



he name eomes from tbo name of a tribft of Indiana who inhnbitated 
tbia region when it was first visited bj the "whites." The word moans 
"sleepy ones" or drowsy ones." For a more full report on this word 
see "Iowa" in the Chicago and North Western part of this book. 
State Capital, Des MoineB, It is on the Dea Moines Hivor and was named 
from the river. The river name eomea from the Indian word "mikonattg," 
meaning "road." The French spoke the word sa if it wore spelled 
"Moingona," and then Bhortens it to Moin, and called the river "La riviere 

Mlimesota, A Sioui Indian word meaning "cQUddy water," "cloudy water" 
or "sky-tinted water." Hennipin and LaSalle saw the Minnesota River 
in 1680 and LaHontoo, LeSueur and Carver later. In 1812 the United 
States first exercised authority in the territory. Fort Snelliug was built 
in 1819 and named by the United States authorities for Colonel Joaiah 
Knelling who built the fort. It was a protection for the early settlers, 
traders, etc. on the upper waters of the Mississippi and Minnesota {St. 
Peter) Hivers. 

State Capital, St. Paul. The city ^ss named in ISll from the church of 
"St. Fanl" a log church which was built here for Father M. Galtier, a, 
Jesuit missionary. 

Nabraska. An Indian word meaning "shallow water," "broad water." 
It is supposed the word was by the Indiana, applied to the Platte River. 
State Capital, Lincoln. This was named for Abraham Lincoln. 

Bonth Bakota. Dakota was the common name for the confcrjeratod Sioux 
tribes. The name they used varied, as sometimes they called themsalvei 
Lakota or Kakota and again Dakota. The "South" was added when 
the territory was divided. The Dakotas were cut off from Minnesota in 
185S and from that time to March 2, 1861 was practically without any 
government. In March 1861 the Territory was organized by act of 

State Capital, Pierre. This was named from Fort Pierre, which was on the 
opposite bank of the Missouri River and was named in June 1833 for 
Pierre Choteau, Jr., of St. Louis, Missouri, who visited the trading post 
at that time. The "Fort" belonged to the American Fur Coompany. 
For a brief history of this Fort, see "Fort Pierre" in this work." For 
a mention of the Confederated Sioux tribes, who gave their name to this 
■tate see South Dakota in the Chicago and North Western part of thii 
r work. ^m 
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Wisconsin. A Sauk Indian word having reference to holes in the banks of a 
stream in which birds nest. 

Elijah M. Haines in his "North American Indian/' says of the word 
Wisconsin in substance: "The name was first given to the stream or 
river. The word was given by Marquette as Mesh-hothsing and Mish- 
kofhsing. The letter 'm' afterwards changed to 'w' and the letter 
'u' changed to 'n' making it wish-Jcin-sing, The word given by 
Marquette is supposed to mean 'strong current/ a feature that es- 
pecially marks this stream in high water.'' The name of the stream 
was ultimately given to the territory and later to the State. The spell- 
ing of the word as Ouiconsin, was merely a refining of a misunderstood 
French euphonism, and has no basis in correct (French) orthography. 
See Chicago and North Western part of this book for further remarks on 
the name of this state. 

State Capital, Madison. Named for James Madison, President of the 
United States. 



AS TO THE 

CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & 

OMAHA RAILAVAY. 

THE COUNTIES. 

THEIR NAMES AND ORIGIN. 

AjMand Connty, State of Wisconsin. Named from the home of Henrj Clay 
in Kentucky. 

County seat, Ashland. Named from the county. (See Ashland in alpha- 
betical list of places in this book.) 

Barron Coanty, State of Wisconsin. Named for Judge Henry D. Barron of 
St. Croix PaUs, Wis. 

County seat, Barron. Named for Judge Henry D. Barron of St. Croix 
Falls, Wis. He was a judge in the 8th, Judicial Circuit. 

Bayfield County, State of Wisconsin. Named for H. D. Bayfield of the 
United States Navy, who surveyed the Great Lakes. 

County seat, Washburn. Named for Cadwallader C. Washburn, former 
Governor of Wisconsin. 

I 

Blue Earth County, State of Minnesota. Named for the bluish earth, caused 
by the presence of copper in the soil of the county. 

County seat, Mankato. Named from an Indian word meaning "blue'' 
or perhaps "green soil." 

Buffalo Connty, State of Wisconsin. Named from the presence of buffalo 
(Bos Americana) here in the early day. 
County seat. Alma. Named from the battlefield in the Orimea. 

Burt County, State of Nebraska. Was named for Francis Burt who was 
Governor of the Territory in 1854. 

County seat, Tekamah; was owned, platted and named by Col. B. R. 
Folsom of Attica, New York, who settled here and laid out the town 
in 1854. The words is Omaha Indian and means "big cottonwood." 
Before Colonel Folsom came to this place, the Omaha Indians had been in 
the habit of camping here, so much so, that by many early traders it was 
called the headquarters of that tribe. 

Cedar County, State of Nebraska. Named in reference to the presence of 
Cedar (Thuja) trees in the vicinity. 

County seat, Hartington, was named by and for Lord Hartington of 
England, who had purchased and still owns a large tract of farm land 
that now surrounds the village. 

Chippewa County, State of Wisconsin, was named from an Indian tribe. The 
proper and Indian form is Ojihway, The word means "puckered up" or "to 
roast till puckered up." 
(^ounty seat, Chippewa Falls. Named from the county. 



E 

^^^■Maric Connty, State of Wiaconsin, 
^^K settler. 

f County sent, NeillsviHe, was uai 

Cottonwood County, State of Mi 
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1 named for A. W. 



I for a family of early settlers. 

1. Ti-HQslatioQ of tbe Sioux word fos 



a species of Poplar, or Cottonwood (i'opufus tremiiloidea) 






tod States Senator 






1 the c 

County seat, Windom; wna oamod for U. 

of ttie U. S. Treasury, Windom of Min: 
OnmlDK Coonty, State of Nebraska. Named for T, B. Cuming, govei 

territory in 1854-55. 

County seat. West Faiut; named, because when located, it was the 

westerly point that was settled in the Blkbom valley. 
Dakota Oonnty, State of Nebraska, was Tiamed for the Indian tribe. 

County sent, Dakota City. Tbia place was established in 1355 and 

named by Mrs. J. D. M. Crock well, for the Indian tribe. The Indii 

(Sioui) form of the worJ is Lakotn, Nakoia or Dakota, according 

the dialect, and signifies "allies," which 

(or the confederated Sioin tribes, 
lakota County, State of Minnesota, was named for the Indian tribe. 

Indian form is Lakola, Nai:ota or Dntola, according to the dialect, signl* 

fying "allies," the common name of the confederated Si 

County seat, Hastinga; nns named tor Henry Hastings Sibley, one of tin 

early proprietors. 
DaTlson County, State of South Dnkota. Was named for Henry C. Davi 

the first settler in he county. 

County sent, Mitchell; was named for Alexander Mitchell, of Milwaul 

Wisconsin. 
Dlzon County, State of Nebraska. Wfli by the legislature of the state, nami 

for a pioneer settler. 

County seat, Ponca; was named for tbe Ponca tribe of Indians. The woi 

means "medicine," 
Songlas County, State of Nebrask: 

of Illinois. 

County seat, Omaha; this is 

' ' up stream, " as " up atreai 

SongUs Connty, State of Wiaeo 
States Senator from Ilinois. 
County seat, Superior; was r 
the head of Lake Superior. 

a Connty, State of Wiaconsin. Named for Charles Donn, the flnt ChisI 
Justice of the Territory of Wisconsin. 

County scat, Menomonie; was named for the Indian tribe. The word has 
reference to the wild rice which grew abundantly in this region. 

Ban Clalie Connty, State of Wisconsin. Was named from the river; the word 
is French and aignilies "clear water." In 1767 the Eau Claire Hiver 
was discovered by Jonathan Carver and his followers. Carver's voyag- 
eurs came up tbe Chippewa River from tbe Mississippi in batteaui. The 
Mississippi and Chippewa Bivers w^re swollen by recent rains and wen 
flzeeedingly muddy. Arriving at the mouth of tho Eou Claire Biver tbay 






d from its location 




ed foi 



nord for an Indian tribe and mesnti 
(See Omaha in the alphabetical liall 



History o 



I Place Names i 



! NOHTH WeSTEKN LiNE 



161 



ivera surprisuil t 
ering tba clear 



k 



find clear water. " L'eau ulaire, " thoy crieJ on diacov- 
ater. Tbe Eau Claire Biver takea its name from that 
9i'b voyageurs bad been unable to obtain drinking water 
from the time tlioj left tbe Miseiasippi, until tbcy reached tba Eau Claira 
Biver. So far as known, Ibey were tbe first white men to set foot on thii 
section of Wisconsin, Tbe Eau Claire and Chippewa Bivera have their 
coDfinences In tbe heart of Eau Claire. In 1854 occurred the last battle 
between tbe hostile Sioux and the Cbippewas, taking place witblu a 
few miles of nhat was to become the town site of Eau Ctaire. Bj act of 
legislature in October 1S56, tbe county was organized with Eau Claire ■■ 
tbe county seat. The railroad reached this place on August ID, 1870. 
County seat, Eau Claire; nunied from the county. 

FMlbault County, State of Minnesota. Named for Jean Ilaptiate Faribault, 
a settler and French fur trader amongst the Sioux Indians, 
County seat, Blue Earth City; waa named for tbe township, and that was 
named because of the bluish hue of tbe earth, due to the presence of 
copper. 

Hinson Comity, State of South Dakota. Named for Joseph II. Uanaon of Yank- 
ton, South Dakota, clerk of the first legislature. 

County seat, Alexandria; "was named from Alexandria, in Virginia; that 
was named from a place in Scotland; that was named from Alexandria io 
Egypt, and that was named from Alexander, the Great, A story recently 
started as to this town is to the eRect tli-at it wsa namod for Alexander 
Mitchell of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, but the writer of theso lines was 
assured by Mr. Mitchell that tbe place was not named for him, and that its 
name came down as stated above. There is scarcely any doubt as to the 
truth of the above. Had tbe place been named for Mr. Mitchell, he would 
have known it, as he waa the 'final authority' in the naming- of all of the 
new tawDS on bis railroad." 

Heunepla County, State of Minnesota. Named for Louis Honnepin, a Fran- 
ciscan missionary, explorer and author. 

County seat, Minoeapolis; this is a. combination of the Indian word Min- 
ni — "water" and the Greek polis "city." 

Tftckson Coonty, State of Wisconsin. "Was named for General Andrew Jack- 



County seat, Black Biver Falls 
near which it is situated. The 
water which came from the mai 
Jackson Ootuity, State of Minnesott 
County seat, Jackson; was nat 



: WHS named from tbe falls of Black River, 
river was named from the dark color of its 
crated bark of trees in and along its banks. 
. Was named for General Andrew Jackson. 
led Tor eiPresident General Andrew J««k- 



Jnneau County, State of Wisconsin. Was named for Solomon Juneau, ths 
French founder of the City of Milwaukee. 

County seat, Maueton; was named for General H. M. Mnughs, once pro- 
prietor of the original village. 

Knox County, State of Nebraska. Waa named for the B evolutionary General 
Knox. It waa originally named L'Enu que court County, but was changed 
by the legislature at the request of David Quimby, its legislative repre- 
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OonntT' seat, Niobraraj named from an Indian word meaDing "mnniDg 

[lit Snenr Oounty, State of Uionesota. Was named for Pierre GbarleB La 

Sueur, an enplorer of the upper Misaisaippi in 1683-1722. 

County seat, Lc Sueur Ccntcrj was nameil from tbe county. (For data in 

regard to Lo Sueur ace alpbabetieal liat). 

LyoQ Count?, State of Iowa. Waa named for General Nathaniel Lyon of the 
United States Army, who achieved immortaiity during the War of the 
Eebollion. Tho original name of the county was Buncombe, and was given 
it when it was created in 1S51. As this name waa given in deriaion, the 
legislature in ISG2, changed the name to its present form. 
County seat, Bock Bapida. Ttiia was made the county aeat in 1871 and wfti 
named from ite location at the Falls of Hoch River, 

Uadlson Coimty, State of Nebraska. Named for President JameB Madison. 
County scat, Madison; named from the county. 

Uartia Oonnty, State of KUnnesota. Named for Uenry Martin, an earlj set- 
tler. 

County Beat , Fairmont. Was named in 1857 by W, H. Budd and other eoro- 
miaaionera, who were appointed by the government, to select a site for the 
county seat. The location ia on ele^'ated grountl and along a chain of lakes. 
The outlook was very fine, and that induced these commiaaioners to call 
the site Fairmont. (Not Fairmount, as it.ia often incorrectly written). 

UeCook County, State of South Dakota. Named for General Edwin S. McCook 
of Ohio distinguished in the War of the Eebellion, and Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory of Dakota, at tho time of bis death. 
County Beat, Salem; named for the Jewiah word that means "peace." 

Ulnnehaba Ootmty, State of South Dakota. Was named from the Minnehaha 
Palis in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The word is Sioux Indian and 
means "langhing" or "tumbling water." This county was constituted by 
tho logialature of Minnesota in December, 1SF,T, while the Dakotas were still 
attached to Minnesota. 

County seat, Sioui Palla. Was named from its location on the Falls of the 
Big Sioux River. W. W. Brookings was made district attorney at the 
county seat and was active in all early actions in the county and state. 

Uonroe County, State of Wisconsin. Was named for James Monroe, ex-presi- 
dent of tbe United States. 

County seat, Sparta; was named by Ura. M. Fettit from the ancient city 
of Greece. 

Unnay County, State of Minnesota. Was named for Hon. W. P. Murray, a 
member of the Territorial Legislature and a pioneer of St. Pan), Minno- 

County seat, Slayton,; was named for J. B. Slayton, the earliest settler in 
the county. 

Nobles County, State of Minnesota. Wos named for Colonel William H. Nobles, 
a member of the Minnesota Territorial Legislature. 

County seat, Worthington; was named for the Worthington family of Ohio, 
who had many representatives settled in this vicinity. 

O'Brlon Oouuty, State of Iowa. Was named for the Irish patriot of I84S, Wil- 
liam Smith O'Brien. The connty was created in 1S51 and organised in 



1 



LL 



and 8 



into a 



The site of tliiB town was solettod by the county offi- 
372. Mnny nnmea wisre sufgcated aa a, uamo for tho 

were acceptable lo s.11 inturesteil, it was siiggeate] 
ping the names of the count; officers ahonld be tnkea 
ame. TUe following wero the names from which the 



Mossrs. I'umphrey, RoLertB, 

and lienok; tboae initiata mai 

name of the town am! the county seat 
lOKeoIa County, State of Iowa. Waa named for the Seminole Tndian chief. 

The naino refcra to a medicinal drinl: uxed by the tribe in cartain eeremon- 

ieB. The county was created in IBS], but wag not orjfanized until 1871. 

County Boat, Sibley; was uanieil fiir fienciral Henry H. Biblpy, (an early 

pioneer of the state, while it was yet a portion of Wisconsin Territory) 

tbe first governor of Minueaota; n ecildier of the War of the Kebellion, and 

also of the Bioux Wnr nf J 863. 
fleice County, State of Wliiconain. Was named for Franklin Pierce, onae 

president of the United States. 

County neat, Philips; was named for Elijah B. Phillipa, a railroad bnildar. 
Pipestone County. Slate of Minnesota. Was named becaaae of its celebrated 

quarries of the red pipsBtono that was hij^hiy prized and was largely vssd 

for pipes by the Sioui Indians. 

County seat, Pipestone; was n.imed from the county. 
Plymouth Oonnty, State of Iowa. Was named from Plymouth, Maasachu setts. 

County seat, LeMars. (For tbe origin of this name, see La Mars in the 

alphabetical list in thia book). 
Polk County, State of Wisconsin. Was named for James B. Polk, once presi- 
dent of the United States. 

County seat, Osceola, and waa named for the Seminole Indian chief. The 

word refers to a medicinal drink used by the tribe in certain ceremoniea. 
RMiiBey County, State of Minnesota. Was named for the noted War Governor 

of Minnesota, Hon. Alc>xander TCamsey. He also was United States Sena- 
tor from Minnesota. 

County seat, St. Paul. (For further information about thia place, see St. 

Paul, in alphabetical list heroin). 
Bock County, State of Minnesota. Nskmed on account of the rocky character 

of the soil in some parts of the county. 

County seat, Luvorne. Wos named for one of the daughters of one of the 

proprietors of the town site. 
Sa-wyer County, State of Wiaconsln. Was named for Hon. Pbiletus Sawyer. 

United States Senator from thia atate, and one of its most noted men. 

County seat, Hayward; was named for and by Anthony J. Hayward, its 

founder. 
Scott Oonnty, State of Minnesota. Was named for General WinGeld Scott, of 

the United States Army. 

County seat, Shakopce, and was named for n Sioui Indinn Chief, who for- 
merly lived here; the word means "aii." 
BloQZ County, State of Iowa. Named from Dakota or Sioux Indians. The nord 

Siotis is an abbreviation of Nadowexaioio', their Ojibway name, and means 
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"littla saakea, or enemies." The connt]'' was created in 18S1 and OTt 
Ued in 1860. 

County seat, Orange Citj; named for William tbe Silent, Connt of Nt 
and Prince of Orange, in bonor of the large settlement of Hollaadera io tl 



I 

^^^ St. Croix County, State of Wiaconain. Was named for the river. The 

r named for Monsieur St. Croii, a FreQcbmau, nho -was drowned at its mouth. 

I County aent, Hudson. The flrat name of this place naa Willow River, lo 

named from the fact tbat it is located at the mouth of that stream where it 

enters tha St. Croix Kiver. After the close of the Meiicao War, aevecal 

ez-8o1dierB who had been present at the victory of Buena VJEta, induced the 

settlers to give the village the name of that battlefield. For reaaons not 

' now accessible, the citizens again changed the name, and named it for 

Hudson, New York. That waa namad for Henry Hudson, the navigator, 

who also gave his name to tbe river -on which the city of Hudson is located. 

Louis County, State of Minnesota. Was named from the river. The rival 

was named by the French explorer, Pierre la Yerendrye, in 1T40, in honor 

of the Cross of St. Louie, conferred on him shortly before his death by tha 

King of France. 

County seat, Duluth; was named for Sieur Daniel Grsysolon Buluth, 
French traveler and explorer, 

Taylor County, State of Wisconsin. Wan named by the legislature of Wiaeonsli 
for W. B. Taylor, a governor of the state. 

County eeat, Medford; this was nanned in 1875 by Phillips and Colby, tl 
builders of the railroad that passes through the village, front Medfott 
Massachusetts, whence one of tbe gentlemen 

Tbuiston Cotmty, State of Nebraska. Was namod for United States Senatof 
John M. Thurston, of tbe state of Nehraaka. 

County seat, Pender; was named by W. E. Peebles, for an Englishmaa, 
named Pender, who owned much land in the vicinity. 

Trempeleaa County, State of Wieeonsin. Named from an island in the Missis- 
sippi River. It is from tbe French, La montagne rpie trempe a I'eau, mean- 
ing "mountain tbat stands in tbe water." 

County seat, Whitehall; was oamed by B, F. Wing, the original owner of 
tbe town site, from Whitehall, Illirtois, and that was named from WJiite- 
liBll, New York. 

Wasbbum County, State of Wisconsin. Was named for Cadwalladcr C. Wash- 
burn, a former governor of the state. 

County seat, Shell Lake. Was oBmeci by the Shell Lake Lumber Company — 
tbat bad mills here in an early day — from tbe take. The lake was known 
by its present name as long ago as 1 852, as it is to be found on a map pub- 
lished in Philadelphia in tbat year. Tbe lake was so named on account of 
the immense number of ehells of the "fresh water clams" (Mya arenaria) 
that, when discovered, and now cover its shores and its bottom foir a 
sidorablo distance from the shores. 

Washington County, State of Nebraska. Named for George Washington. 
County seat, Blair; named for John T. Blair of Blairstown, New Jersey. 

Washington County, State of Minnesota. Was named for Qeneral Qeorya 
Washington. 
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County seat, Stillwater. This place was so named by John MeKesslek, 
because of the stillness of the flow of the river (St. Croix) on which it is 
located. 

Watonwan County, State of Minnesota. A Dakota (Sioux) Indian word, mean- 
ing "fish bait/' or ''where there are plenty of fish." 
County seat, St. James; named for the first settler, James Purington. 

Wayne County, State of Nebraska. Was named for General Anthony Wayne, 
one of the heroes of the American Revolution. 
County seat, Wayne; was named from the county. 

Wood County, State of Wisconsin. Named for Joseph Wood, a member of the 
Wisconsin legislature. 

County seat. Grand Bapids. Was named from the rapids in the Wisconsin 
Biver. 

Woodbury County, State of Iowa. Named for Levi Woodbury, of New Hamp- 
shire, and a Judge of the Supreme Court of the United States. It was 
first called wan kan, but in 1851 was given its present title by the legis- 
lature of Iowa. 

County seat, Sioux City; named for the Dakota or Sioux Indians, the largest 
tribe of Indians in the United States. The word is a abbreviation of the 
name the Ojibway (Chippewa) Indians, applied to the Sioux tribe, and 
signified "little snakes,'' i. e. "our enemies." The French in 1875 called 
them La Sues, while George Crogan, the Indain interpreter for the United 
States government at this time, called them La SuU. (See Sioux City in 
alphabetical list). 



CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & 
OMAHA RAILWAY. 

THE TOWNS. 
THEIR NAMES AND THE ORIGIN THEREOF. 



I Adri«a. KoblM CoBAt^, HineeMt*. Tliis toim ku tinned io 1S76 and fr%» 
namad for AdrUo C laelio, of New Totk City, who was a large holder of 
tbs earlitat iimed itoek and booda of a railroad tbat panes through thia 

AllOBes, Donglaa Count;, WiaeoDiiu, was named for Father Ctande .lean Allouez, 
•D eariy Freoch Jemit missionary to tbe Indiaoi. His oame is attached to 
many places and streama, lakes, bays, and so forth, in the nottbHest. 
wbere he lived aJid worked for tbe civilization of the Indians. In 1665 
lie eatabliabed a minioa at "Chequamegon of Lake Superior," now sup- 
poted to be one of tbe Apostle Islands, in the mouth of Cheqnamegon 
Bay at tha west end of Lake Superior. He labored with the Foi, Mascou- 
tin, Miami and Illinois Indians and finally eettled at Easkaskia in a miaiioB 
fonnded by Marquette. He died in 1690. Hia part of the "Jesuit Bela- 
tiona" is among the most valuable reeorda of the Indians. 
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The name was taken from Alton, Illinois and Alton, New Hampshire, and 
both these got their names from Alton, a town in England. 

AltOooA, Eaa Claire County, Wisconain. This village was started in IS81 and 
waa named from Altoooa, Peausylvania, by Capt. T. P. Gere, who, whan 
tbe town was started was auperintendent of the railroad tbat passed through 
it. Tbe place in PenDsylvania was named because of its high situation in 
the Alleghany Mountains. The name is a derivative of tbe Latin word 
Altui, meaning ' ' high. ' ' 



Aiab07, Bine Earth County, Mi 
poitoSiee was named by 
ment in Wasbingtoii. Ai 
village so formed took the 






"hollow inside,'' 



wn was started in 1879 and its 
ne connected with the pastoffice depart- 
iwn sprang up around the postoffice, tha 
of tbe postoBice. The name is an Indian 



"like 






Angllf, Barron County, Wiaconsin, was named for United States Senataor 
Angos Cameron, the well known citixeu of the state. 



His 
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Chippewa County, Wi 
Anson liurlingham, i 
wbieh the village ia . 
reason as the village. 

Arnold, Chippewa County, 
gtilthaven, but was cba 
Arnold Deuel, eldest b< 
was changed. 

Alh Oreak, Rock County, Minnesota. Tbe town was started in 1881. It was 
named from a nearby creek that was named from the many white ash 
(_Fraxmiia Americaiia) trees that grew along its banks. The town was 
oamed by Orville Estey, its earliest settler. 

Ajbland, Ashland County, WiBconain, was in 1858 named by Martin Beaver, the 
original proprietor, from Henry Clay's home in Kentucky. The poatofflea 
was originally called Whittlesey for Asoph WbittloBoy, its first poatmaster, 
but in 1860 it was changed to conform to the name of tbe town. The town 
was onee called St. Mark, from the Tower in Venice, and then Bay City, 
because it wan located on a bay. Tbe Indian name for this locality was 
sham-a-iva-tnik — "the long- stretched beaver." 

AlU&nd Jtmuctton, Bayfield County, Wisconsin. Was founded in 1S83 and was 
named by tbe railroad company on account of its nearness to and relation 
to the city of Aahland. 

ABhtOD, Osceola County, Iowa. Waa started in 1370. Its earliest name wan 
Giltman for J. G. Gillman an early land agent here. Tbe name was changed 
to ita present form in 1875. Tbe present name came from the fact that 
the white ash (Fraxmiui Americana) trees were plentiful hereabouts nnd 
suggested tho name. 

Augusta, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. Was named liy Charles or John Buck- 
man, who came here in 1856 and named it from Augusta, Maine, wheuee 
he had emigrated. The place in Maine waa named for Augusta, of Bais- 
Gotha, the wife of Frederick, Prince of Wales of English history, 

Avoca, Murray County, Minnesota, was named in 18T9 by Archbishop .Tohn Ire- 
land who established a tolony nearby. The name is an allusion to Thomas 
Moore's poem, "Sweet "Valt) of Avoca. " 

Baldwin, St. Croix County, Wisconsin, maa named by D. E. Bailey and Jacob 
Hnmbird for D. A. Baldwin, a prominent early day officer of the railroad 
that pasncB through this place. Its earliest name ytaa Clarkesville. and was 
nnmed for Frank B. Clark, then of tho Hudson, Wisconsin, Flouring Mill 
Company. 

B&ncTOft, Cuming County, Nebraska. Waa named for Oaorge Banernft, the 
American historian. 

Bardm, Scott County, Minnesota, waa named for J. W. Harden, who was 
largely interested in grain plevatojs and other business enterprises here 
and liereabouta. The place waa Erst called Sibley for General Henry H. 
Sibley the early pioneer of Minnesota. It was afterwards called Long 
Lake from a nearby lake of that name. Its present name was given it 
in 1885. 

Bftrksdale, Bayfield County, Wisconsin, was named by W. G. Bamsay, April 
7th, 1904 for H. M. Barkadale, prosidont of the Atlantis Manufacturing 
Company that has large powder milts here. 
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Barron County, WiseonBin. The town waa platted i 
Damed Poster City for Jerry Foster who owned interests here at that 
time. That name wa« dropped for that of Bourae for Captain W. B. 
Boame, an early bosiDess man of the place. The next year. Captain 
Bourne changed the name to its present form. This name came from the 
name of the county, with the letters "ett" added for euphony. The 
county was named for Judge Henry D. Earron of Wisconsin. 

Bftylieldi, Bayfield County, Wisconsin, was named in IS5G by United States 
Senator H. M. Rice of Minnesota, in honor of a British ofBeer named 
Bayfield, who, in a very early day, explored, sarveyed and charted for 
the first time, the shores of Lake Superior. 

Bmtoi Creek, Rock County, Minnesota, was nained from a nearby creek. The 
creek was so named because many beaver (Castor Cajutdmitig) dams were 
on it when it was firat discovered by the whites. 

Beebe, Douglas County, Wiaeonain, waa named for Dr. C. V. Beebe of Superior, 
Wiaconein. 

BAldenviUe, Pierce County, Wisconsin, was named in 18S0 by A. Belden for 
his family name. He was a large mill and land owner at this point. 

BeUo Flalne, Scott County, Minnesota, was named in I8S3 by Judge Andrew 
G. Cbatfield, one of the Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of the 
Territory of Minnesota, from the French words meaning "beautiful field 
or plain," because this name was descriptive of the place and its sur- 
roundings. The Judge lived here from 1S57 to 1871, and after the fonna- 
tion of the State was on the Bench until 1875. 

Bennett, Douglas County, Wisconsin, was named for Richard Bennett, who 
at one time had a side track here for use in his business. 

Benolt, Bayfield County, Wisconsin, was named for Antoine Benoit, an early 
French settler. 

Blbon, Bayfield County, Wisconsin. This town was started In 1ST9 and wai 
called Mason Junction. The name was soon chnnged by W. F. Flteh, 
Manager of the Duluth, South Shore and Atlantic Railroad, to its present 
form. The name is a corruption of the Chippewa Indian word — liliwine — 
or pe-boan — "winter." It waa applied to this place by Mr. Fitch in 
honor of E. TO, Winter, then a prominent railroad ofHeial of St. Paul. 
Minnesota, and now (1907) of New York City. 

Blgelow, Nobles County. Minnesota, was located in 1S7C and named for Charles 
H. Bigelow, who in an e.irly day lived here, and aided in having the 
railroad built through the place, and who is now (1907) president of 
the St. Paul Fire and Marine Insurance Company at St, Paul, Minnesota. 

Blnghlm Lake, Cottnnwood County, Minnesota, was named from a nearby 
lake. The lake was named, by the United States surveyor, for Senator 
H. S. Bingham of Michigan. 

Blrch,wood, Washburn County, WigcansiD, was named by W. A. Scott, the 
General Manager nf the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Bail' 
road, when the town was located. He so named the place because it waj 
established in the midst of a dense grove of White Birch {Betula 
poputt/alui) trees. 

Black River Falls. Jackson County, Wisconsin, This settlement was started 
in 1B30. The Mormons built a mill here in an early day and her 
much of the timber that was used in building their temple at Nbutoo. 
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The preaent town trae platted io 1860 anil was named from the river and 
falla o( the river here. This nnined came from the dark appearance of 
the water which was cansed by the decomposition of pine and hemlock 
bark and roots from the foresta that lined ita banks for many miles. 

Blair, Waahington Couoty, Nebraska, "was named for John I. Blair of Blairs- 
town. New Jersey and who built the Ei'st railroad through the ploco. 

Blakeler, Scott County, Minnesota, was named by E. F. Drake and I. N. 
Dean, who in 1867 when the town was laid out, had an interent in the town 
site and in the railroad that passed through it. It was named for 
Captain Russell Blakely of St. Panl, Minnesota. He was prominent in 
an early day in stage and steamboat transportation. 

Bloomei, Chippewa County, Wisconsin. Its first name was Vanville and wai 
given it for Sylvester Van Looit, its first settler and first poatmaster. 
The origin of the present name can not be ascertained. 

Bloomfield, KnoK County, Nebraska. The town was established in 1890 by the 
Northern Nebraska Land and Improvement Company, and was sappoaed to 
be descriptive of it and ita vicinity, viz: "blooming fields," "fields full 
of blosHoms." This place was once known ob Waosa and was so named 
from a Swedish Church having that name and located about three miles 
from the present site of Bloomfield. 

Sine Eutli, Faribault County, Minnesota, was so named from the nearby river 
because of the soil from ita banks owing to its eontainiag eopper had a 
: town was laid 



by H. P. Constance and 
ed from a bluff or abrupt elevation 
B3 named in 1853 by and for C. A. 



deeidededty bluish cast. Th 

J. B. Wakefield. 
Btnff, Jackson County, Miniicsoti 

of land nearby. 
Boardman, St. Croir Coanty, Wi 

Boardman, the first settler. 
Bradlejr, Blue Earth County, Minnesota. This place was named from the 

Bradley crossing of the Blue Earth Hivcr. The crossing was named for the 

Bradley family, who owned the farm on which the town is located anil 

who established the river eroasing. 
Brandon, Minnehaha County, South Dakota, was named from the township and 

that was named from Brandon, Vermont. It is a corruption of "burnt 

town" from the fact of the burning of the Vermont settlement by Indians 

in 1777. 
Browstei, Nobles County, Minnesota, was originally called Hersey, tor a 

prominent citizen of Stillwater, Minnesota, who was largely interested in 

the railroad when it reaebed thin point, but owiag to confusion with a 

similar name it was cbanRpd to its present form. The present name wan 

given it in honor of Brewster, a town in Barnstable County, Massachusetts, 

which was named in honor of Elder William Brewster ,ono of tho Brat 

settlers in the Plymouth colony. 
Brill, Barron County, Wisc.anain, was started in 1901 and was named by W. A. 

Scott, then General Manager of the railroad for Judge Hascal R. Brill, 

District Judge of Bamsay County, Minnesota. 
Bmnet, Chippewa Coniity, Wisconsin, was named for Captain Jean Brunei, 

one of the pioneers and for whom a nearby cataract (Bronet Falli) i 

I 







DBmsd. Captain Brunei vras the first permanent nhite aettler on the 
Cbippe^a Biver, having settled there in 1832 and built the first lanmill 
on that stream in 1S36. 

Burkhardt, St. Croix County. Wisconsin, -was named for C. Burklardt, the owner 
flouring mill operated here before the town was located. 

Bntterfleld, Watonwan County, Minnesota, was named for Willi«m Bulter- 
fiald, the original owner of tlie town site smJ its first settler. 

Oftble, Bayfield County, Wisnimain. was nnmud by and for R. Cable an early 
settler here and who con^Jucted the first hotel in this part of the country. 
The present town was luid out in 1S78 and for three or more years was 
the northern terminus of the branch of the railroad that runs through tho 

Ouneron, Barron Coanty, Wisconain, was mined by Colonel George W. Ginty, 
in honor of Hon. Angus CameroQ, Cor many years. United States Senstor 

Oamp Douglas, Juneau Countj', 

ging Company that had "lofigiog camps" 



named for the Douglas Log- 
long before any railroad 



penetrated this part of the state. The present towi 
The Logging Conipsny was named for Janiea Douglas aod the town i 
named by A. Chombielier of Kilbourc, Wis. 
^Cames, Sioux County, Jowa, was named for Edward Carnea, a long time ro 

master of the railroad that ran through this place. 
Oarroll, Wayne County, NebraBka, was named by E. W. Winter, the Gene 
Manager of the railroad when it was opened to this point. It was nan 
for Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Maryland, one of the signers of 
Declaration of Independence. 
Cedarliniat, Clark County, Wisconsio. This name w 
The word "Cedar" was used because of the 



P 



(Tftujo) trees nearby and " hurst ^' 



Cliandler, Washbnrn County, W 
ler, United States Senator fro 

Ohapman, St. Croix County, Wisi 
chief train despatcher of the 

Ohetek, Barron County, W 

lumbermen here, for a Chi 



lade for the occasion, 
presence of many cedar 



for the Dutch word /lOorjit which 
ins Cedar Grove. 

18 named for Hon. Zachariah Chand- 
Michigao, who owned land in this vicinity, 
isin, was named far A. W. Chapman, once 
ilroad that runs through this place, 
was named by Knapp, Stout and Company, 
KB, Indian Chief, whose name by various 
writers was spelled Chetek, Shetek, Shetack, Shetuc, and Chetack respect- 
ively. In a very early day in Connecticut the word was spelled Shetuoket, 
and gave the name to a river there, the meaning being "land between two 
riveri," or, according to another authority, "confluence of rivers." 
OMll, Clark County, Wisconsin, was located in 1S93 and was named by Ira 

Fiek and Charles Coiedius, from Chili in South America. 
OUppewa rails, Chippewa County, WiHeonsin, was named by H. S. Allen in 
1847 from the falls (mpida) in tlie river that runs through the place. 
The river was named from the noted Chippewa (Ojibway) Indian trihe 
that inhabited this, as well as other parts of the state. The word means 
"puckered up," or "to roast till puckered up." 
OlukB, St, Croix County. Wisconsin, was named for J. T. Clark, who was 
Second Vice President of the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omnhn 
Railroad, when the town was established. 
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r Clayton, Polk County, Wisconsin, was named for Clayton Rodgers, a foreniBD 
mill owned by Humbird and Company at this point. 
Clear Lake, Polk County, Wisconsin. This town was nnmod from a nearby 

lalie. The town was organizeJ in 1877, 

Cliff, Dakota County, Minnesota, was named from nearby cliffs or blufti and 

L was Ulustrative of the location. This name was adopted in 1902 as a 

I snggostiou from F. h. Slaker, the Superintendent of the railroad that 

P pasaed througli tlia place. Its earliest name was East Connection. 

Cobban, Chippewa County, Wisconsin, wns named for S. C. F. Cobban of 

Chippewa i'alla, Wisconsin, tbe owiip.r of moth land in the vicinity of thU 

Cobum, Dakota County, Nebraska, wua named for Warren and Zerah Colburn, 
Hath etna tjcian and Aritboietrieal prodigy respectively, but was misspelled 
in makiag tbe plat of tbe town anil was so recorded and the error allowed 
to stand. A legend claims that the place was named for "Fred" Colburn, 
a railroad tieket agent of St. I.niii^, Missouri, and another asserted it was 
named for a pugilist, but so far as can now be learned, both these legeudi 
are untrue ,Bnd the lirst nnmeil derivation is the correct one, and tlie one 
that should go down in history as the true one. 

Ooffman, Washington County, Nebraska. This tawa wrs laid out in 18S6 and 
named for Dr. V. H. CoiTmatJ, trho owned the farm on which the town 
platted. 

Coleridge, Cedar County, Nebraska, was named by an admirer of his "philoso 
phy" for Samuel T. Coleridge, the English author*poet and "philosopher." 

Coliunliia, Clark County, WisL'onsiii, was named from the poem "Hail Colum- 
bia" by the Heckney, Iloynton Lumber Conipaoy, that had property here. 

Comfort, Dunn County, Wisconsin, was named for Comfort Starr, a son of 
W. J. Starr of Eau Clair, Wisconain. The party giving it this name, said 
that it would express the hope that .^ll who came here to live would 
Gud comfort while dwelling here. 

Oomstock, Earron County, Wisponsin, ivas named for Judge H. 8, Coaistoek 
of Cumberland, Wisconsin. 

Concord, Diion County, Nebraska, mas named by Marvin Hughitt, president of 
the Chicago, St. Paul, Minnrspolia and Omaha Railroad from the Concord 
(bridge) battlefield in MasdachusettH. 

Cornell, Chippewa County, Wisconsin, was mimed for Ezra Cornell, the founder 
and supporter of Cornell University nt Ithaca. New York. The college 
owned most of the land In this vicinity. The foresight of Mr. Cornell 
caused him to locate much of the University landscrip in this vieinity. 
Tbe wisdom of bis choice has been domonstrnted beyond a question; mucb 
of the support of the University having come from the revenue from these 
lands. Had it not been for Mr. Cornell's perseverance in the case, the land 
grant would have been frittered away, atid hence what is now his immortal 
monument, but for his sagacity would doubtless have had no existence 

Conderay, Sawyer County, Wipconsin. This place was named from a nearby 
lake. The word, however, is a corruption of the jumper name of the lake 
which ia Lac Coiirte Oreille. Tbe name was given to the lake by early 
French traders and means "Short Ear." It is stated the name was given 
to the lake owing to a maiipBcre having taken place on its shore, in 
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i for a cannibal iatie feut, 



B they killed and 



This place waa named for Mr. J. T. M. 
I place lie owned in Englnnd. He spent 
g to pronure the construction of a railroad 
to Norfolk, Nebraska. It wae in honor of 



i nflmed by t 



. Craig, mho ea- 



a named by J, A. Humbird ia 1873 
TBB named for the Duke of Cumber- 
in of Scotch -English history. In 
B called Lake Land, because of 



which the Tictors saved the ears of the ■ 

and which is said to have been psrtnken of oi 

notorious that the HnrOD Indians were caonibalH 

1 feast of Stephen (Ettaine) Brule. 
Dounty Line, Pierce County, Wiaeonfiin, was so named from tbe fact that 

was located on the line between the counties of 3t. Croix 
(Onj. Blue Earth County, Minnesota. This town was named for Lorin Cra] 

.Tiidge of the Sixth Judicial District of Minnesota, who resided in : 

at Mankato, Minnesota. He waa for many years the attorney of 

railroad company. 
Pfftofton, Knox County, Nebraska. 

Pierce from Crofton Court, 

much time and money in tryi: 

from Yankton, South Dakota 

these efEorts that the place wi 
Oralg, Burt County, Nebraska, vii 

tablished the town in ISSl. 
Cnmbeiland, Barron County, 

^from the City in Maryland, That city ' 
land, the victor in the Battle of Cul]odi 
early day, Cumberland, Wiscoi 
many lakes in the vicinity, 
1e, Murray County, Minnesota, was named in 1872 by Neil Currie, 
first settler, for the Currie family. It formerly waa called Shetek from 
the nearby Lake Shetek, on the banks of which, niiinj sptt'pi 
massacred by the Sioux Indians in 1S62. The name of this take cornea from 
an Indian word that has many forma of spelling. (For theae, and other 
faota connected with the word see Chetek, Barron County, "WlJBeonsin, in 
this history of place names). 
ota Olty, Dakota County, Nebraska, was established on September 20th, 
J855, and was named by Mrs. D. C. Crockwell, the wife of J, D. M. Crock- 
well, for the Indian tribe. The Indian (Sioux) form of the word is 
Lakota, Nokota or Dakota, according to the dialect, and signifying 
"allies," tbe common Indian name of tbe confederated Sioux tribes. The 
word Bionx is a white man's corruption of the Ojibway Indian name, 
Nadowtssious, for the tribe. It meant "snake," "anake like" or "ene- 

Ta.s named for Gunder Dauby, formerly 
L-umber Company at Mason, Minnesota. 
nd operated a sawmill at this place, 
.sin. The town was established in 1870 
a German who built a twelve foot high 
; around one hundred and aixiy acres of land adjoining this place, 
and within this fenced in park, placed over three hundred deer and 
protected them from Indians and "pot" hunters. 
Delft, Cottonwood County, Minnesota, was established in 1892 and was named 
for the city in Holland by John Bartseh and Henry Wieb. Previona to 
adopting this name the village was called Wilhelmine, a female given 
Holland. 



tha^^^B 



tbe I 



Dauby, Bayfield County, Wi 
' connected with the White Eiver 

and who in an early day owned i 
Deer P»rk, St. Croix County, Wiacoi 

and was named by Otto Neitge, 
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rSeSoto, Wasbington Cotmty, NebrHBka. This towa was opened in IS80 and 
was named for Hernando de Soto, the renowned Spanish explorer and 
discoverer of tlie MissJBflippi River. 
I Donald, Tajlor County, WiacoQBin, was etnrted in 1903 and was named b^ 
W. J. Campbell for Donald Campbell, bia son. The Fountain -Campbell 
Lumber Company having large interests here and hereabouts once called 
the location Fountain aad tbe railroad company caller it Fountain Spur, 
because of a spur or branch track that was operated for the lumber com- 
pany. W. J. Campbell was the president of thia lumber company. 

Doou, LyoD CouQty, Iowa, was established in 1S68 and was named by E. D. 
Bice, its earliest settler from tbe "Bonnie Doon" of Robert Burns' poem. 

Dovray, Uurray County, Minnesota. This village was named in 1904 from 
the townehip. The township was named by the early Norwegian settlers 
from Doverfjeld in Norway. 

Draper, Sawyer County, Wiscoosio, was named Cor Lyman C. Draper, the 
projector and devoted lifelong secretary of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, by whose work a collection of early history has been pre- 
served in its library, which is not equalled by any other collection any- 
where. Dr. Draper's entire life was spent in collecting and editing inano- 
■criptB, pamphlets and books of the early history of the Norlh-Weat and of 
its founders. To his indefatigable efforts, we are indebted for biographies 
of a large number of our heroic Indian fighters, who were largely instru- 
mental in wresting the territory now knowa as the North'West from thp 
grasp of the savages, and holding it open for tbe march of civilization. 
The Wisoonsin State Historical Society, with its excellent library of rare 
and valuable volumes and its large collection of original manuscripts 
of Wisconsin pioneers, is a lasting monument to Dr. Draper! bat heretofore 
there has been no town or village named for this useful, if not famous, 
benefactor, and it has fallen to fhe Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and 
Omaha Railway to perpetuate his memory in tbe annals of Wisconsin. 

Drummoud, Bayfield County, Wisconsin. This village was started in 1882 
and was named by W. A. Rust for F. H. Drummond, the General Manager 
of the Rust, Owen Lumber Company, that owned large interests here. 
, Dnlnth, St. Louis County, Minnesota. The city was started in 1856 and its 
name was suggested by Kov. J. G. Wilson of Logansport, Indiana. It 
was named for Sieur Daniel Graysolon Dulnth, a French traveller, and 
who was one of the first whites to set foot on the north shore of Lak"* 
Superior. The name in some of the Jesuit Relations, is spelled DuLuth. 
and in others Dulud. The spelling of the name of the place has not fol- 
lowed these "Relations." "The zenith city of the unsalted sea" today 
retains the spelling that was first appliad to its name. 

Dtmdee, Nobles County, Minnesota, was located in 1S79 and was named from 
the city in Scotland. Its earliest name was Warren, and was named for 
tbe immortal Joseph Warren, who fell in the battle of Bunker's Hill. 

Eagle Point, Chippewa County. Wisconsin. Daring the war of the BeboUion, 
one of the Wisconsin regiment.^ that became .iustly celebrateil, carried with 
it, when it left Wisconsin, and brought it back at the end of the war, s 
Bald-headed Eagle, which the regiment named "Old Abe" the familiar 
and affectionate nickname for President Abraham Lincoln. Thia esgla 
was caught in the blufFs near this point, and at the end of the war, when 




r bluS nas named 1 
1 it is preserved i 



i looatiijr 



tho eiigle wns returned to Wjsconain, the poinl 
. WheD tbe pagle died, itB eIiId was stuffed, : 
(IS of i.he Wisi;onBiii HiHloricol Society ut M) 
aflUake, Li* Suour County, Minncaot.i, 'wuit named because of i 

East lake. 

Ml, Washburn County, Wlaconsln. TLia iiliicie was formerly known aa Siu 

clair Spur, but ita name waa changed in 190G to conrorm to tint of thn 

postoffice. This last name waa given it for Enrl McDiH, a. relative of 

n Whitney the postmaster, who waa in charge of the poatoffiee when 

name was ehsnged. 

Vagle, Bayfield Couuty, Wisconsin, wsb named for the engle and hccauHs 
many every year were seen in the vicinity. 
nOD, Pipestone founty, Minnesota. This plat 



Gray, but was changed to Eton f: 
whith the Close brothers and Bei 
colonized many Englishmen in thi 
wished to honor their memories by 
I Claiie, Run Claire County, Wi 
by Simon Randall, who built the first sawmill I 
for one of the rivers that flows through it. In 
waa discovered by Jobnathan Carvel 



■elebratpd e 



>1 in England, at 

were educated. These gentlemen 

□ty, and the people of this place 

ug this place for their school. 

The town was started in I84S 

u. The town was named 

GT, the Eau Claire Bivcr 

Voyageora 



Chippewa Blver from the Mississippi in batteaux. 
Mississippi and Chippewa Rivers were swollen by recent rains and wcro 
eiceeiliogly muddy. Arriving at the mouth of the Eau Claire Kivcr, 
they were suqiriEed to find clear wi»ter. "7,'eau rJaim" they cried on dhi- 
covering the ulear water. The Eau Claire Biver takes its name from 
that occurrence and meana "clear water," Carver's voyageurs had been 
unable to obtain aatisfactory drinking water from the time they left the 
Mississippi until tlioy reached tho Euu Claire Eiver, the streams interven- 
ing being very muddy by reason of the heavy raina prevailing and the 
swollen condition of the streams. So far aa known they are tho first white 
men to set foot on thla section of Wisconsin. The Eau Claire and Chippewa 
Eivers hsve their eonfluoncoa in tho heart of Eau Claire. In 1S54 oc- 
curred the last battle between the hostile Sioux and Chippewaa, taking 
pltice within a few miles of what was to become the town site of Eau 
Claire. By net of legislature in October 18.'j6, the county waa organiited 
with Eau Claire as ita county seat. The railroad reached this place on 



B named for P. R. Ebbe, who owned a saw- 



r Miss Eileen Thompkin 



August 10, 1870. 
iljo. Wood County, Wisconsin, 

mill at this point. 
leen, Rnyfield County, Wis. 

Ashland, Wisconsin. 
\ Elova, Trempetcna County, Wiitconsin. This town 

named by R. P. Goddard of Mondovi, Wise 

Mr. Gates who formerly lived here. The origin of the name is i 

to Mr. Goddard. hot he thinks Mr. Gatea found a place of that 

France, 
fc Moimd, Dunn County, Wiaconain. This town v 

Darned from a nearby large and high mound on 



of many Elk, which prayed tbat EJb were plentiful tberf Lofnre the advent 
of the whites. 

^BlllB, Minnelmlia Ciionty, South Dakota. Thia town i 

waa named Scoopville, l>eeBuse while it was r point at which much f 
wna bRDiiled and shipped, it all had to be moved with "scoop ■havelB.'^ 
When griiin elevators were built here, the name was ehanged nt the aug- 
geatinti o( Penvcy and Company, grain liiiyera, and named for A. M. 
Ellis, the grain manager here for that firm. 

I'SUswortli, Pieree County, WiEconaiu. The town was eatniillaht'd iti 1S66 and 
its namo was suggested by Mrs. Henry P, Ames, and it was named in 
beaor of Colonel Elmer £. Ellsworth of the Chicago Zouaves, who waa 
murdered at Alexandria, Virginia in the early daja of the War of the 
Sobcllion. Previoua to its being so named, the place was called Porry, 
in houor of Commodore O. H. Perry of the [Jniteil States Navy, the hero 
of the battle of Lake Erie in the war of 1812. 

K'SImore, Faribault County, Micncsota, was named by Pri'sident Marvin nughitt, 
of the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Hnilway for Hon. Andrew 
E. Elmore of {Port Howard) Green Bay, Wiseonsin, who had been con- 
nected with the material interests of Wisconsin since its Ti^rritorinl days. 
lie was oue of the makers of the CoDstitution of the State and was so 
wiae and far-seeing that he was railed the "gaga of MiicUwiinago. " 
Muckwanago ia a village in Waukesha County, Wiseonsin where Mr. Elmore 
lived and traded while the Indians yet lived there. 

pXlmwood, Pierce County, Wiseonain. The town was sfartod iu 1902. Seven- 
teen years previously a postofflce named Elmwood was establiahed and 
named by Nathan Utter and Thomas Kelly, nearby pioneers. When the 
town was plntteti it was named for this old postoffice. The name for the 
poatoffice was suggested by the abundance of White Elm (Vlmvt Ameri- 
cana) trees that grew around the place. 

[.'JOior, Juneau County, Wiseonain, In 1858 this pine 
J, M. Britnall, to distinguish it from LeEoy, 
supposed tbat Mr. Britnall adopted the name i 
land as be always claimed the nnme waa Scotch. Wher 
this village the present name was aiioptcd e 
originally held. 
lerald, St. Croix County, Wisconsiu, w.is started iu 1883 and waa name'l 
from the township. The township was named from the great and pecoliar 
greenness of the foilagc of the trees in it when it was Erst surveyed. 
leison, Diion County, Nebranka. TViis town was platted in 1881 and was 
named by E. W. Winter, then General Manager of the Chicago, St. Paul, 
Minneapolis and Omalia Railroad, in honor of Ralph W. Emerson, the 
"Sage of Concord" Massac husett a. It wag first c.'illed Kecneaaw from the 
battle (mountain) field in Georgia. 

t. Falrclilld, Eau Claire County, Wiseonain. This place waa named by William 
Reynolds, its first postmaster for Lucius Fairchild, Governor of Wisconsin 
from 1866 to 1872. 

F Fairmont, Martin County, Minnesota. The original i 
and was so named from its location on a mound oi 
The spelling of the name was changed by 0. P. Chubb i 
berry who were interested in the ylaee. 



ras named Ell Roy by 
ci tinge nearby. It is 
n some place in Scot- 
a the railroad reached 
1 of the name it 



j-as Pair Mount, 
ridge of ground, 
tnd C. A. Louns- 



T^is 
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I Ford; 



lu Claire Conatj, Wisconsio, was named from the nearbj creek. 
This creek was named from manj prettj "falls" (rapids) along ita 
course. The town was formerly named Cousins for an attornGy from Ean 
Claire who was interested in the Tillage. Tbe towe was started in I8T0. 
Fanner, Hanson County, Soutb Dakota, was named by Joseph Alteabofer for 
"the Farmers" as the aurronnding country promised to be a "farmeri* 
paradise," and he said the town was to be supported by the farmers. 

Fordyce, Cedar County, Nebraska. This place was named in honor of WilHan 

(. Fordyce, for more than twenty-five years a train despatcher on this lim 
of railroad. 
lemblK, 8t, Croix County, Wisconsin. This name merely indioalca a poiS 
that is shono on tbe time table of tbe road. The name has no historical 
si gni Seance. 
FlotencB, Douglas County, Nebraska. In 1845-7 the Mormon legions established 

I and maintained a resting place here and called it "Winter quarters," and 
I HB Hnch, it was used for a long time. In the town park is a large eotton- 
I wood tree that is said to have been planted by Brighain Young. In 18S4 
the place was givcD its present name by A, J. Smith and his associates, 
from tbe City in Italy. At one time, this was the capital of the Terri- 
tory of Nebraska, and at least one session of the Legislature was held 
here. In 1856 it was the headquarters of The Plorcnee Bank of Nebraska, 
owned by Davenport, Iowa, people, and was one of tbe worst ""Wild Cat 
. paper money" swindles that ever afflicted the west. Millions of dollars of 
the "stuff" (queer) was put out »nd but very little of it was ever re- 
deemed. The losses to the holders cmouated to millions of dollars. 
Forest City, Bayfield County, Wiseonsia. This name merely indicates a point 
that is Bhown on the time table of t'he road. The name has no historical 

Pulton, Hanson County, Sooth Dakota, was named by the Northern Nebraska 
Land and Improvement Company iu 1887 in honor of Hobert Fulton, thft 
inventor of the steamboat. 
i' Fort Calbotm, Washington County, Nebraska. In an early day a United 

^^^^^ States Army post was established here, or near here and was called Fort 
^^^H Atkinson, and is believed to have been named for the Commander of the 
^^^H first troops that were stationed here. In 1S19 it, or its successor got the 

^^^B name of Fort Calhoun and was so known up to 1S27. By some authorities, 

^^^V its name came from John C. Calhonn of South Carolina, while others deny 

^^1 this and claim that it was the name of a soldier of this post. The ruins of 

^^^r RD old fort were plainly visible bere a short time ago. When the railroad 

i reached this place, it dropped the word "Fort" and the place was there- 

after called Calhoun. There is scarcely any place on the Missouri River 
where so much doubt exists as to its early history, as this. In his history 
of Omaha by Sorensen, Father DeSmet, S. J., is given as authority for 
Fort Atkinson beiog the same as Fort Calhoun, and also that Fort Calhoun 
was the location of the Council BIufTs of the days of the "Lewis and 
' Clark Eipedition." Lately the citizens of the place bad the : 

changed back to Fort Calhoun, so that now the name of the town, station 
and postoffice, is the same. (See Council BtuCFs in the alphabetical list 
of places in this book, for further information in regard to this plat 
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a»deii 01t7i Blue Earth Couat;, Miaaesota. This town was started in 1866 

aod waa given its present name ■□ 1ST9, bb tbe name was supposed to ba 
descriptive ot the place. Even to this day in the spring, tha Burrounding 
eountry is like a garden of Trild llawerB. 
Ooidoii, Donglss County, Wisconsin, was named hj "Bntwioe" Gordon for 
Antoino Gordon, a French-Indian trader who had a poBt here in a very 

early day and carried on an extesivo trade with the Indians who then were 

numerous hereabouts. 
GIUstt'B Spur, Sawyer County, Wiscousin, Thia name merely indicates a point 

that ia shown an the time table of the road. The name has no historical 

significance. 
Grandview, BayGeld County, Wisconsin, was named by John E. Olover aw 

descriptive of its situation. In an early day tbe place was named Pratt 

(or C. H. Pratt the pioneer settler io the place. 
Glover, St. Croix County, Wisconsin. This name merely indicates a point that 

is shown Oft the time table of the road. The name has no historical 

signifieanee. It comes from J. E. Glover, a prominent himberman. 
Granite Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin, was named from a nearby lake. That 

lake was so named because it was aurrounded with the granito rock. 
Gehlen, Plymouth County, Iowa. Thia name merely indicates a point that 1* 

shown on the time table of the road. The name bas no historical 

ftignificanee. 
Qranton, Clark County, Wisi?onsin. This town was started in 1891. It Sr^tt 

name was It&ple Works. For some ddw unkuowu reason, it was thought 

best to change the name, and the present name resulted. Grant was the 

name of the township and to the word "Grant" tbe citizens added tfan 

syllable "on" and thus formed the present name. The present name was 

suggested by Capt. E. E. Woodman, late secretary of the Chicago, St. 

Paal, Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad Company. 
G-rogan, Watonwan County, Minnesota. This place was named in 1S90 for 

Matthew J. Orogan, an early settler. 
Hadley, Murray County, Minnesota, waa named by h. h. Lucason for the family 

name of one of his relatives. 
Hallle, Eau Claire County, Wieconsin, was named from tha nearby Lake 

Hallie. The lake was named for Misa Hallie 

Captain A. Sherman. HalHo Shorman that v 

Miller of Manitowoe, Wis. 
Hunmoiid, St. Croii County, Wisconsin, was named in 1856 by and toe B. B. 

Hammond of Waukesha, Wis., whc with others, formed the Mann, Ham- 
mond Land Company and bought large tracts of University and achool 

lands around thia site. 
Hannibal, Taylor County, Wisconsin, was located and named in 1S03 by J. T. 

Barber from his old home, Hannibal. Hissouri. The city in Missouri was 

named for the Carthaginian General. 
Bartford, Minnehaha County, South Dakota, was named in ISSO by Edward 

Tiltoft from the city in Conuei^ticut whence he had emigrated. 
Hartington, Cedar County, Nebraska, was named by and for a ' ' I^ord ' ' 

Hartington of England, who owns the unsold part of the town and much 

land in the vicinity. 
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Hatch, Chippewa County, Wis 
years was a railronii offlct 

Hftngeu, Barron County, Wi; 
who at one time bad so 
&t irhieb time the town t 

Hswtliorae, Douglas County, '' 



Names of The North Wksteiiw 

nam, was named for C. F. Hatch, who for mu 

in the North West. 

)DBin, was named by and for N. P. Bangt 
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D, E. Hohprts for W. B. Hawttorje, tho "o] 
camps in the vicinity. 

HftrwBtd, Sawyer County, TTiBconBio, was named in 1881 by and for j 
Hayward. who ownod a Bawmill hero before ho jiJatted the town. 

Raiel Park, E.iniHay County, Minnesota, was so named because it was located 
in the midst of a dense Hazel (Cori/Iva Amerieaiia) shrubbery or "Chap- 
para,!" as it was failed. Chapparal is Spanish and is properly and only 
applicable to n grove of Oak treos, but custom has allowed it to be applied 
to any dense brusby shmbbery. 

Henderson, Le Sueur County, Minnesota, was laid out and named in 1S54 for 
his brother Henderson Brown, by Joseph K. Brown the founder, who came 
to Minnesota in 1830 as a drummer boy in the Unittd Statos Army. 

Hennan, Washington County, Kebraaka. This town was started in 1878, anil 
was named for the railroad conductor who ran the first regular passenger 
train througb the village. 

Heron Lake, Jackaon County, Minnesota, was named in ISTO from a noarbj 
lake. The lake was named by the United States surveyors, who surveyed 
the land in the vicinity, from the large number of "Great Blue Herons" 
(_Ardea Herodias), that frequented the lake while the aurvey was being 

Hersey, St. Croix County, Wiaconain, was named in 1876 by and (or Samoe! 

F. Hetsey of the luznber firm of Ilcrsoy and Staples of Stillwater, Minn. 
Hlnes, Douglas County, Wisconsin, waa named in 1902 tor Kdward Hine* of 

tho Edward Hinea Lumber Company, large operators in lumber in thia 

vicinity. Before this name waa given the place, it was called Holmaa 

for a former lumber dealer hero. 
Hlnton, Plymouth County, Iowa, was uaracij in 1875 from tlio city of Hinton 

in Summers County, West Virginia, by a Mr. Hinton who was one of tho 

earliest settlers here, who had emigrated from Virginia. The Virginia 

eity was also named by and for Mr. Hinton. 
Holaombe, Chippewa County Wisconsin. This place waa atarted in 190S and 

was named for a friend in Milwaukee by W. A, Scott, the then General 

Manager of the railroad that passed through the place. 
Home Park, Chippewa County, WiacouBin, was named from tbo hope that it 

would become the center of homes aurroundcd by a park of native trees 

of the place. It is the location of a State Insane Asylum. 
Hope, MadisoD County, Nebraska, The town was eatablished in 1894 and was 

named for H. C. Hope, Siiperinten<tent of Telegraph of the Chicago, St 

Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railway, 
HosMns, Wayne County, Nebraska, wan named by F. H. Peavey, in 1882 for 

his father-in-law. 

S>BperB, Sioux County, Iowa, was in tha early seventies named to honor Heu 

Hospers of Orange City, Iowa. Mr. Hospers was and is a banker a 
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of Iowa. He was one of the pro 
railroad from Sioux City, Iowa to Ponca, Neliraika. 
St. Crois County, Wiaeonein. Tliig place was called Bueu 
the Mexican battlefield; earlier it was colled Willow Biv 
river that runs into the St. Croix at this place. In 1852, the 
of Supervisors gave it its present name from the City of Hudso 
York; that was named for Henry Hudson, the navigator, who also gave_ 
hia name to the river on which the City of Hudson, New York ia located. 

Rnmblrd, Clark County, Wiaconain. This town was started in 1868 and 1 
1872 was named for John A. Humbird, one of the builders and a direetol 
of the railroad that runs through the place. 

Hnmboldt, Minnehnha County, South Dakota, This town was named in 
from the township it is in. That was named by three Oerman set 
for Aloxnnder Van, Humboldt, the traveller and author. 

Hnfhey, Taylor County, WiaeoDsin. This name merely indicates a ] 
that IB sliown on the time table of tbe road. The name haji no histo 

HOBtler, Juneau County, WiBCOOsio, was named in 1891 by the Postoffiee De- ' 
I>iirtment at Washington, D. C. The citizens of the village could not 
agree on a name thai was satisfaclory to the postoQlce dopartmeut, and in 
B final effort dent in a list of names, any one of which woald be accepted by 
the citizens. Some so called "practleal joker" inserted "Hustler" at 
the end of the list, and that was selected by the Department and became 
the name of the town and of tbe poatoffico. A "Hustler" (one full ot 
energy and push) is what tbe citizens expect each resident to become. 

Ituca, Douglas County, Wiscanain. was named by A. W. Trenholm, an officer 
of the Chicago, St, Paul, Minncapnlis and Omaha Kailroad, from one of 
the streets of the old city of Snperii 
alleged Indian word but thaE was coii 
upon the Ojibway word to-to-sha, a "wi 

Jackson, Dakota County, Nebraska. The 
in 1861 for Andrew Jactso 

Jimee, Plymouth County, Iowa, 
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1 named for an 
ned by Schoolcraft, and was based 

iwn was started in 1B60 and named 
x-President of the United States, 
B named as a station on tbe Xllinois Central 



Railroad for James Blair by his brother, John I, Blair, of Blairstown, Now 

nSers, Cottonwood County, Minnesota. The town was started in 1S99 and 
was named for George Jefferg from whom the land for the town site 

/Im Falla, Chippewa County, Wisconsin, was named from tho falls in tha 
Chippewa River that runs through this place. The falls were named for 
"Jim" Ermatinger, the pioneer settler in this part of the country. The 
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Indi&Bi called the fallB by a word we translate as VennilUon, from 

the red color of tbe water, Tho water was colored by the dyes coming 
out of the bark and roots of trees that encumbered it, before it was cleared 
out by lumbermen. 

Jordan, 8cott County, Minnesota, was named in 1652 by William Holmes from 
the Biver Jordan in Palestine. The name was givea at tbe e&d of a 
somewhat angry and prolonged discussion amongst the citizens as to what 
the name should be. 

Kasota, Le Sueur County, Minnesota, was named from an adjoining prairie, 
which was named from an Indian word meaning "cleared, "cleared up," 
or "sky clear of clouds." The town was platted by A. P. Buell in 1853. 

Eempton, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin, was named for a popular passenger 
train conductor, William ("BUl-'J Kempt. 

Knapp, Dunn County, Wisconsin, was named for John H. Knapp, senior member 
of the lumbering firm of Knapp, Stout and Company of Menominee, Wis., 
who has been lumbering in this vicinity for over thirty-sii years. (1907.) 

Koll, Chippewa County, Wisconsin, was named for C. J. Koll, formerly train 
despatcher of the railroad that runs through this place. 

Knrth, Clark County, Wisconsin, was named for KoberC Kurtta a grain dealer of 
the place when the Tillage was established. 

Lake Cijntal, Blue Earth County, Minnesota, was named in 1869 by General 
J. W. Bishop of St. Paul, Minnesota, from a nearby lake. The lake was 
named by John C. Fremont and J. N. Nicollet, who explored the country 
aronnd it in 1838-9 because of tbo unusual brilliancy and crystal purity of 
its waters. 

ZaSke Blrao, Washington County, MinneBOta. was named by A. B. Stickney, 
now of St. Paul, Minn,, from a nearby lake, that had been named from 
the novel "St. Elmo." The town was formerly called Oakdnle from the 
many Black Oak (QuBrcus nigra'} trees that grow hereabouts. It is not 
known where the novelist found the name for her book, but it is sup- 
posed she "evolved it out of the depth of her own conseiousnees." She 
did not get it from that corposant known as "St. Elmo's fire," which 
was named for St. Elmo, the patron saint of navigators. 

lAlceland Junction, Washington County Minnesota, was so named because it 
was at a junction of a branch railroad near the shores of a lake. 

Lakeside, Washburn County, Wisconsin, was named from its location near tho 
lake shore. 

Lake Wilson, Murray County, Minnesota, was located in 1883 and was named 
by and for J. E. Wilson, formerly of Chicago, lUinois, who also named the 
nearby lake for himself. He owned at one time seventeen thousand acres 
of land in this vicinity. 

Lakewood, Lyon County, Iowa, was na.med from a nearby small lake or pond 
that existed in a "wood" or small forest. This name was given it in 
1901. Previous to this the place was called Jjunt's for W. H. Lunt, who 
bnilt the first grain elevator at this point. 

Lampson, Washburn County, Wisconsin, was named by W. C. Winter, who, 
when he named the place, was General Superintendent of the Chicago, St, 
Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Bailroad. The place was named for J. T. 
and F. L. Lampson, who established a large general store here. 
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Iiauiel, Cedar County, Nebraska. Tha 
mont, but tbe name was changed 01 
named it foi hie wife, Laura, 

lAwrence, Scott County, Minneeota. The place was iu 1660 called St. Lawrence 
for JobD Lawrence, an early lettler. In 1901 the "St." was dropped anil 
tbe present name adopted. 

L« liars, Plymouth County, Iowa. The town was platted in 1SS9 and made Che 
rounty seat in 1872. Tbe first railroad that reached this point from any 
•lirection, was built eastward from Sioux City and was tbe west ead at 
what was then known as the Iowa Falls and Sioni City Railroad (now 
a portion of the Illinois Central Railway lines in Iowa). It was built by 
John I. Blair of BlairBtown, New Jersey, and his associates. When tlio 
road was completed to this point, Mr. Btair opened it with an excursion. 
Amongst his guests were several women from Cedars Bapids, lewa. On 
arriving here, Mr. Blair was asked what was to be the name of the sta- 
tion. He replied that none had been selected. He then suggested th:<t 
tbs Cedar Rapids women should select the name. As might have been 
expected, each one had a name that sbe insisted was the best. Not beitij; 
able to agree, some one suggested that a name bo made by taking an initial 



from the given (Christ 
and it was found that 
initials, via; " Selmar 
' ' La Mars ' ' and Mr. B 
passed since the name 
women whose names wi 
used were as follows: 



at each of tbe v 
two very good names could be made out of these 

' and "Lemars. " By vote, the women adopted 
lir so named the town. As nearly forty years have 
ivas made, it is impossible to be positive as to the 
re used, but it is known to be true that the initials 

The "L" was taken from the L in tbe name of 



Laura (wife o£ Judge W. W.) Walker, or in that of Lucy (Mrs. Judgel 
Ford. The "E" was taken from the E in the name of Ellen (Mrs. John) 
Cleghorn, or in that of Elizabeth (Mrs.) Underhill. The "M" was taken 
from the M in the name of Martha (Mrs. John) Weare, or in that of Mary 
(Mra, George) Weare. The "A" was taken from tbe A in the name of 
Mrs. Adeline M. Swain, The "R" was taken from the K in the name of 
Rebecca (wife of Dr. W. R,} Smith. Tbe "S" was taken from the S in 
the name of Sarah (wife of Dr.) Reynolds. Many a local eontroversv hm 
obtained as to tbe question and it still prevails and not seldom the newd- 
papers publish letters intended to settle it, but it does not get settled. 
We believe the above are the facts as near as they will be established. 

Leonard, Bayfield County, Wisconsin, was named for F. C. Leonard of Eau 
Claire, Wis., who bad extensive logging and lumber interests io the vieiolty 
of this town. 

L« Sneor, Le Sueur County, Minnesota, was named in 1853 at a meeting of the 
citizens living there, in honor of Pierre Charles Lo Sueur, a French ex- 
plorer, who was in this part of what is now Minnesota in 1683 to 1722. 
Le Sueur built a fort and had a trading post in 1720 at the mouth of Blue 
river where it enters the St. Peter's river. After Le Sueur's departure from 
this point French traders had posts hero and called the place Prairie la 
fieeke. The words "la flerke" mean "the arrow." If that gave thH 
name to the place, or if La Flecke was a person, and gave his name to the 
place is not known. Authorities are inclined to think the arrow gave the 
name, for bad it come from a person, the name would probably have been 
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Prairie Ju Fleeke. The Indittn imnie for this plAce was Wa-hia-oge meaning 
"nint qo«rry," where flint arrow heads were made. This lielps to prove 
the derivation was from the French for arrow. 

LewiarlUa, Wstonwan Connly, Minnesota, was named by the Inler-State Land 
rnmpanjr of Minneapolis. Minnesota, that owned the town site, for th« 
Lewis family of that city, as they were large holders of the stock of the 
land (Toinpany. 

lime Creek, Mnrray County. Uinncsuta. was establiabed in ISSS and was named 
from the nearby creek. The creek was named by the early settlers living 
atoog its course, from the limestone whlth underlaid its waters. 

Xlndemaii, Trempeleau County, Wiscoaein, was named for James L.'Linder- 
man, a prominent German of Sparta, 'Wisconsin, who started the first hank 
and mills in the village. 

LtiTenie, Rock County, Minnesota, was started in 18TZ and was named by 
Philo tiaweg au earij iottler. for hii daughter Luverni' llawea. 

Jjjma, Bart County, Kobragka. This town was named by Waldo Lyons for him- 
self in 16SD. Waldo Lyons was a strenuous advocate of total abstinence, 
and when the town was named he insisted that no saloon or other place for 
the public sale of alcoholic liquors should ever be permitted in the place 
All the deeds for lots in the place eontain this prohibition. 

Hedelia, Watonwan County, Minnesota, was Btiirted in 1857 and waa named by 
fleai:ra] M. Qartshnrn for his daDghter Hedelia. This naming was the 
acttlemput of a dispute aa to nhnt name the place should have. The name 
is an elision and reconstruction of the name Madeleine. 

Uagnet, Cedar County. Ndiraiilia, was atnrti^d in 18i)3 and named by B, E. 
Smith tbe owner at the town site, frnm the Magnet (lodeatone) thinking 
the name would draw (attract) people there, as tbe magnet attracts iron. 

Magnolia, Rock Coiinly, Minnegola, was named from the township it is in. 
The (ownship was named by Philo Hawea the first settler in the countj', 
from MaRnoliB, his old home in Rock County, Win. That place was named 
directly or indirectlj for Dr. Pierre Magnol, for whom a species of the 
Magnolia tree was named. 

Uankato, Blue Earth Connty, Minnrnota. This place was named by a Mm. 
Hinlilcy an early settlPr here, who spoke the Sioux Indian language. The 
word is Sioux Indian and means "blue" or probably more properly 
"green earth." The proper spelling of the word seems to have been 
ilah-lLa-to and nas by the Indians applied to the river because of the 
bluish or greenish cast of its waters. This color came from copper ores 
that were and are in the soil along the river. 

MukcU, Dixon County, >lebraBka. was named for John Maskell who "botne- 
steaded" the land uu which it is located during the War of the Ra- 
bell>.in, and it has been the home of the family ever since. The name was 
suggested by T N. Jones of St. James, Neb., as he wished to honor the 
memory of Mr. Maskell. 

UarBton, Bayllcid County, Wisconsin. This name merely indicates a point that 
I sbnwn on the time table of tbe road. The name has no historical 
gnifieance. 

Marsfafield, Wood County, Wisconsin. This place was named by John J. Marsh 
of Haverhill, MatsaebnsettB for bis nncle, Samuel Marsh. The land on 
whfeb the town is located, was part of the laods granted by the United 
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^^^^K StHtea tu the Fni Kiver Improvi^iueut Companj for tlie purpoae of 

^^^^M tablisliint; a wnterwuy bttwcon Green Bay nnd tho Misaiasippi Bi' 

^^^H Horatio Seymour, A. B. Cornell, EraHtiia Coraiug. Wm. Allen Butler, all 

^^^^B, of New York State and Samuel Marsh of MauucliiiKottB, were among ths 

^^^^P original owaers of tbe place. The Icgentl tbat this plane was named from 

^^^H Mamhlield, the home of Daniel Webetur in MuaaachuBetta is a myth propa- 

^^^H i^ted in vor; recent ^uhis. We aro indebted to Hon. W. H. Uphnm, ex- 

^^^B Oovernor of Wisconsin for tlic fiicts in this case. The Governor has been 

^^^H nearly a lifelong resident, ami the- moat prominent busineag ma.n of th') 
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Lyllcld County, WiBUonsin, nua named by John A. Humbird, tbe owner 

of the town site, for the Free MuBons, because a friend of his was a very 

enthuniaatic Mason. 

Mendota, Dnicota County, Minnesota. This is the oldest town in the Statt 

having been started in 1830. The anme is an ladian word nipnnina i 

I laD);uuge "the junction of two triii!»," and in tbe Sioux ton^e 

I mouth of a river." As the Dakota (Sioux) Indiana frequented theaa 
pHTts, it Is believei] that their mcaaing of tbe word aboald apply, as here 
tbe Minnesota (St. Peter) River enters the Missisaippi, As early aa 1S35. 
General H. H. Sibley had an Indian trading post here and in 1837, created 
a atone dwelling lionao tliat still stands and is in good preservation, Nearby 
is Fort Snelling. This ITnited States Fort was built by Colonel Josiah 
Suelliog in 1820-3 and waa named Fort Anthony from the falls of that 
name. Tn 1SS4 the nnme waa formally changed by the United States 8ec- 
ri^tary of War, and wus named for the above namei! Colonel Snelling. 
Buomouie, Dunn Cnunty, Wiaconhio, W!i8 iiained by Captain Willinm Wilson 
in 184G for the Indian tribe. The word having reference to wild rice 
(ZUania aijvatica) Hhich formerly grew throughout the country the 
Menomonee tribe of Indians ranged over. These Indiana lived a large 
part of the year on this wild rice. The French callBd them "The Bice 
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I so named beoaune of it* 
junction between the main 



Menominee Junction, Dunn ( 

relation to the city of this name 
line and a branch of the railroad. 

LibiTiaiii, Scott County, Minnesota, was started in 1S75 and named by General 

■ Judson W. Dishop of St. Paul, Minnesota for Qovernor John Ii. Merriam 

F of Minnesots. 

UexTlll, Plymouth County, Iowa, was named in 1873 in honor of Samuel Mw 

rUI, Governor of Iowa, 1868-70. 
Moriillan, Jackson County, Wisconsin, waa named by and for L. 0. Me 
who owned property hero when the town was platted and named. 

^Miloma, Jackson County, Minneeota. The originsl nnme of this place was 
Prairio Junction and waa given it, because it was a junction on tho 
prairie, between the main lino and a branch. The present name was 
made up by taking the first throe letters "Mil" from the word Milwaukeo 
of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad and the first three 
letters "oma" of the word Omaha (from the title of the Chicago, St. 
Paul. Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad) and uniting them. Both railroads 
contribute to the prosperity of this place and were intended to bo honored 
by making tbis name. 
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County, MinceHota, was named bj E. W. Winter, tn 
of tbe Chicago, St. Paul, MinneapolU and Omaha Bail^^ 
nns about midwaj between Hudson, Wisconsin and St. 
Paul, Minnesota and was situated in a "vale" or "valley." 

liUlBton, Jackson County, Wisconsin, nas started in 1B70 and was named hj 
and for H. B. Mills. 

Mlnea, Pierce County, Wisconsin, was named from naarby iron ore nunee. 

Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota. Tbie name ia a combination of 
the Indian word minni water and tbe Greek polls , meaning city. 
The first house was built here in 1849. The town was incorporated Id 
1867. Bt. AnthoDy, a very old town on the east bank of the river and 
directly at the Falls of St. Anthony, was incorporated in 1856 and merged 
with MinneapoliB in 1872. St. Anthony eity was named from the Falls, 
and the falls were named by the early French miaaionariea and explorers 
for St, Anthony of Padua. The falls were first seen by these missionaries 
on St. Anthony's day. 

Miimesota Transfer, Banisay County, Hinneaota. It is an important freight 
transfer point, but the name has no bistorical significance. 

Ulnneopa, Blue Earth County, Minnesota. The place was started in 1876 and 
was named from the falls nearby in the Minneopa River. The name is a 
contraction of tbe DaJiota (Siou3) Indian name min-ne-kin-opa, which 
mean8"fiillows the water," or "two waters fall," or "two water falls." 
This name for euphony, was contracted to the form given to the village. 
The state of Minnesota recently purchased tbe land around these falls and 
has converted it into the "Minneopa Falls State Park." 

Mlnong, Washburn County. Wiseonaiii, was started in 1888 and named by 
Joshia Bond. The name minojig is said to be Indian name for blue ber- 
ries, hupkloberries, whortleberries, i. e. Vacciaium coriimbosam, 

AUtcliell, Davison County, South Dakota, was named by J, D. Lawler of Prairia 
do Chien. Wisconsin, for Alexander Mitchell, then president of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway. 

KondOTl, Buffalo County, Wisconsin, vras started in 1855 and was named by 
Elihu B. Gifferd, from Mondovi, in Italy, one of the battlefields of Napoleon 
tbe First, 

Uontrose. MeCook County, South Dakota. This town was started in 1880 and 
named by E. P. Petigrew of Siont Falls, South Dakota, from Sir Walter 
Scott's "Legend of Montrose." 

UonutalD Lalce, Cottonwood County. Minnesota, was named by A. A. Soule once 
of the state of Maine, in 1870, from his farm. When first named he called 
it "Twin Mountain Lake," and when asked why this name, he replied, 
"because there is neither mountain nor lake within a hundred miles." 
When he discovered tbe nearby take, he found an elevation od a small 
island in tbe land, and changed the name of his farm to the present form, 
and the name of the villaRe followed that. 

Nacora, Dakota County, Nebraska. Tbis is a name coined from the Spanish 
word nacio, meaning "I am bom." 

Harrows, Washburn Connty, WisconsiUj was named from a stream connecting 
Balsam and Cedar Lakes. 

NelllsviUe, Clark County, Wisconsin. Tbis plaee was started in 1856 aad was 
nanipd by and for Judge James O'Neill, a pioneer in this place. 
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V Aubum, Chippewa Count;, WiseonsiD. Originallj in 1876, this place wk^V 
called Certwrigbt, for D. W. Cartwcight, the pioneer. He vs.s a. hunter, 
trapper, etc., etc., and wrote "Western Wild AnimalB," which had con- 
Eideiable reputation at ooe time. TLe oame was then changed to Auburn 
to correspond with ths name of the township that it is in. In 1904 the word 
"New" was added, but the reasons therefor, seem to have been lost, The 
"Auburn" came from Goldsmith's "Deserted Village," through AubniB, 
Cayuga County, New York. 
~Naw Castle, Diion County, Nebraska, wns started in 18T8 and was asmed by 
GuBtavaa Smith because as is asserled in the place, he had just built a house 
which he called his "new castle." The compiler of this record believes 
this to be fiction, and has reason to believe the place was named from , 
^_ New Oaatle, Lawrence County, Pennsylvania, as Mr. Smith emigrated tron 
^B that place. New Castle in Pennsylvania was named from the town i 
r England that gave title to the Dukes of Newcastle. 

Kew Bichmmond, St. Croix County, Wi.aconsiB. This place was established 
in 1850 and bore the names of Foster's Crossing, Gridley and Fremont 
respectively at various times down to 1862, when by Henry Bussell and 
John McGregor the name was finally fixed in its present form. It wat 
named for Richmond Day, one of the original founders of the ulace. 

Nicola, Dakota County, Minnesota. This place was named more than forty 
years ago for John Nieols, who was a prominent citizen of St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, and who owned in 1866, a farm near this town trite. Mr. Nicola 
was the founder of the hardware firm of Nieols, Dean and Gregg, of St. 
Pau!, Minnesota. 

Norfolk, Madison County, Nebraska, was started in 1809 and wag named by 
ex-Governor General John M. Thayer from Norfolk, Mass. A local legend 
made the name come from the north fork of the Elkhorn Biver, but so far 
as can now be learned, this is a legend without any fact behind it. 

Norma, Chippewa County. Wisconsin. Was named for the name referred to 
in a popular opera — " Hear me, Norma, etc." 

Northrop, Martin County, Minnesota. Was started in 1899 and waa named by 
the Interstate Land Company that owned the site, for President Cyrus 
Northrop, of the Minnesota State University. 

Hortb Ziine, St. Croix County, Wisconsin. Was so named because at this point 
on the main line of the railroad, a branch line (since grown into a mait 
line) started into the thinly settled parts of northern Wiaoonsin. 
original name was North Wisconsin Junction. The change of name w*a ] 
made in 1906 by J. T. Clark, second vice-president of the Chicago, St. Paul, 
Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad. 

Oaches, Washburn County, Wisconsin. This name merely indicates a point that J 
is shown on the time-tabis of the road. The name has no historical ■ 



Oakdale, Washington County, Minnesota, was so named because when estab- 
lished, the location waa adjacent to n grove of oak trees in a little vallay 
or "dale." 

Oiklaad, Bnrt County, Nebraska, was started in 1865 and on the suggeation of 
James Arkwig a citizen of the village, was named for John Oak, who was 
the first permanent settler in the place. 
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Omaha, Douglas County, Kebraska. 
Btroam." It is the name of an I 
Oinaha^"up stream people." In I^wis 
called Mah-has. The applicatioo cif this 
Buegcstitin of Ji'sae Lovu, a man well rea 
;, Nobles County, Minnesota. This pli 



tribe, who by othe' 






nd Clark's Journal, this tril 

mme to the city was made 

in the history of the Ijiiliac 

iginally vailed laelin ai 



aanied for Adrian C. Iselin, a banker of Now York City t 
land in tbie vicinity. It was tlien named ''Sioux Falls Junction," and 
was HO called, because at this point a branch railroad left the main liou 
for the city of Sioux Falls. In 1 S90 the name was cbangcd to Org by W. 
A. Scott, the then general manager of the railrnnd. No one now living 
knows why be so named the place, where he got the name, or what it means, 
if it means anything. A legend connecta it witb "Org" (Dorg) bad slang 
for the word, dog. 

Oaseo, Trcmpulcau County, Wiaconsin. The tnivn wna atiirled in 3856 am! was 
named by Robert C. Field, one legend saye, from tli 
meaning "bear," while another says it ciime from : 
meaning "atone." or "stony place," or "stone on stone," or baving 
relation to "river'" ^nil "stone," The name is used by Longfellow iri 
his "Song of Hiawatha." Ho called Ossea the "son of the ICvening Star," 
and has him apparently when a very old man, turned into a very handsome 
and attractive young man. Where Longfellow got the name is not now 
known. 

Ottawa, Le Sueur County Minnesota. This is one of the o1<li>at towns in thn 
state, as it was started in 1854. It wag named for the liu^iun tribe. With 
out definite and certain proof, the word is said to mean "far nway," 
"away from any other place." E. M. Haines in Lis "American Indian" 
»aya the word moana "traders." The fact seams to be, that tile word 
means one thing in one Indian languge and something entirely different in 
another. It is not at all unlikely that the word ba» other meanings than 

Fender, Thnrstoo County, Nebraska. This place was started in 1885 and was 
named by W. E. Peebles, the founder, for a Lord Pender of Englsnd, who 

owned much land in the vicinity. 
PennockB, Clark County, Wisconsin. This name merely indicates a point tliat 
e-talile of the road. The same has no hiatorical eig- 

niflcanee. 
PMTley, Rnrron County, Wisconsin, was named for Perley Ijdwb, b well known 

lumber dealer of Chicago, who hai3 large property interests here. 
Parth, Blue Earth County, Minnesota, was named in 1S05 from the city in 

Reotland. Previous to this, the place was callod Iceland, from the fact 

that a number of Danes had emigrated from Iceland to this vicinity. They 

Bettled around this place and are now prosperous and contented farmers. 
PeteiEon, Bn3'fiol(i County, WiaconBin, was named for B. E. Peterson, who 

owned large timber interests around this place and who shipped his product 

from this 

Phlpps, Sawyer County, Wisconsin, was named for W, H. Phipfis, for a long 

r of the Chicago, St. I'aul Minneapolis and Omaha 
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Pike, Bayfield County, Wiseonsin, was named for Captain R. D. Pike, of Bay- 
field, Wisconsin, who had property interests here. 

Pipestone, Pipestone County, Minnesota. This place was started and platted in 
1876 by C. H. Bennett and Daniel £. Sweet, and was named by them for the 
Indian, Great Bed Pipestone Quarries, that are mentioned by Longfellow 
in his ''Hiawatha," and that are quite close to this city. These quarries 
were visited by Catlin in 1836 and by Fremont in 1838-9 and were described 
by them. Jean Nicholas Nicollet, the French explorer and map maker, also 
visited and mapped these quarries in 1838-9. The land surrounding the 
quarries is now an Indian reservation, and on it is a large United States 
Indian Training School. 

Ponca, Dixon County, Nebraska. This town was established in 1854 and was 
named from the Ponca tribe of Indians who had a reservation nearby. 
The word means "medicine." 

Prentice, Bayfield County, Wisconsin. This name merely indicates a point 
that is shown on the time-table of the road. The name has no historical 
significance. 

Price, Jackson County, Wisconsin. Was named for State Senator William (Bill) 
T. Price, of Black Biver Falls, Wisconsin, who had large property interests 
there. 

Bequa, Jackson County, Wisconsin. When this town was platted, it was named 
Hanson, for the owner of a farm in the neighborhood. It was then changed 
to Garfield to honor the name of President James A. Garfield. It ultimately 
was named Requa. This name (or as it was originally spelled Be-que) is 
taken from a cluster of farms in Norway, where the parents of the Pastor 
St. S. Beque of the church of Spring Grove, Minnesota and of many 
persons ^ho are settled around the village of Bequa, lived in Norway. 
The meaning of the old Norse word (Bockvin) is "path meadow" "rok" 
"rach," **raak," means **a path," and "vin" or "wen" or "veen" 
means meadow. Hence a "meadow with a path running through" would 
be the literal meaning of the word as spoken in the old Norse tongue. 
In course of time after Denmark had forced its language upon Norway, 
the word was spoken as if spelled Bequa and hence the present name. The 
residents, on one at least of these farms, is known as Siur Bequa or Beque 
and his father was known as Styrk Beque, while still an older one was cal- 
led Nils Beque, so that it would seem that the present name was finally 
fixed to the soil in Norway. 

Badisson, Sawyer County, Wisconsin. This place was named on the suggestion 
of Captain E. E. Woodman, ex-secretary of the Chicago, St. Paul, Min- 
neapolis and Omaha Bailroad, for Pierre Esprit Badisson. In this way, 
Captain Woodman has helped to save from almost oblivion, the name of 
a French traveller who preceeded Fathers Jacques Marquette, Joliet and 
others, in exploring, not only the country that now forms the state of 
Wisconsin, but a large portion of the northwestern country. Pierre Esprit 
Badisson was born in St. Male, Brittany, France and arrived in New 
France (Canada) in 1651, a mere youth. In 1652, he was captured by the 
Iroquois Indians, but escaped from them and got back to the French 
settlements. In his "Belations," he calls this his "first voyage." Meet- 
ing another Frenchman, who was named Medard Chouart des Grosielliers, 
and who claimed to have been as far west as Lake Superior in 1645, Bad- 
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on arranged to have Orosielliera accomponj him on his prajeeted explor- 
ations. GroBiellera was couaiderablj older than Badiasoii. Hia nativs 
place in France is not koowD, but it is Biipposed to have been near Meaui. 
He, by missionaries and others, was called "Chouart" and " GrosiallierH " 
indifferently and this fact has led to much confusion and has also led many 
to believe that RadisBon had two eoinpaaionB in place of only one, Qrosiel- 
liers Bpoke the language of the "Huron" Indiana and that of some, if not 
all of the Algonquin tribes, which rendered him invaluable to BadlBBon, 
who at thia time only epoke- — and that indifferently- — -some of the Iroquoii 
dialecta. These two men were the moat daring explorers who evor pene- 
trated the western wilderness in the seventeenth century. In what was the 
first real exploration, for we should not consider his adventure that ended 
with bis capture by the Iroquois, as a voyage, thoagh be called it such — 
Badisson accompanied by Graaielliers went to the head waters of the Mis- 
sissippi Biver and explored it for a great distance, and he aaserts he went 
south go far that he reached a country where anow and froat were nearly 
or quite unknown. This was years before the journeys of Marquette and 
Joliet. The next trip took them to the south shore of Lake Superior and 
west to the territory inhabited by the Sioux Indians, and into northern 
MinneHOta, and it la believed as far north aa Hudson's Bay. The route 
taken by these explorera from Mootreal is not certain, but it appears to 
have been up the Ottawa Biver to Lake Nipisslng and down the French 
River to Lake Huron, the same route Jean Nicollet followed when ha 
visited Wisconsin. (This was not Jean N. Niccolett, who explored with John 
C. Fremont, but was a Frenchman who waa here in the seventeenth century.) 
They certainly visited the Pottawattomie Indian.s and spent a winter with 
them, probably at or near Green Bay (the Bay and not the site of the pres- 
ent city of that name). They visited the Fox Biver country and met 
the Mascoutin or ' ' Fire ' ' Indiana, who dwelt on this river. Father 
Allouez found these Indians when be founded in 1670 the fir«t misuon 
for Indiana in Wisconsin, ncsr what is now Berlin, Wisconsin. Badisaon 
and Grosielliers spent the next winter on the shore of Lake Superior, 
probably somewhere between Sault Ste. Marie and the "Pictured 
Eocka" and quite possibly on "'White Fieh Bay," as he says he aaw 
and described the Grand Portal at the "Pictured Rocks" (near what now 
is tbe town of Munising) and named it for St. Peter, They visited the 
Huron Isles, Keweenaw Bay and the Montreal River, that forma a portion 
of the boundary between Wisconsin and Michigan and Chequamegan Bay 
near the present city of Ashland. Near Whittlesey's Creek, the site of the 
present city of Ashland, Wisconsin, they built a fort, the first structure 
built by white men in Wisconsin, or on Lake Superior. They tbeo went 
westwardly and built a fort in what is now the state of Minnesota, and this 
was the first building erected by "whites in that state. They also built 
a fort on Chequamegan Bay, on one of their visits to its shores. This voy- 
age seema to have ended in 16Q0, Badisson did not, as has been charged, 
claim to have discovered the Missisaippi Biver, to covet that honor from 
Marquette and Joliet, aa his account of the discovery was written years 
before Marquette started towards that river. Badisson had been told of thia 
great river by Indians whom he had met during his wanderings. An Iro- 
quois Chief, for instance, had told him about it in 1657. While Badisson 
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has told much that has been proved to be fiction, still there in do doubt 
th&t be and Oroaiellierg were the first to thoroughly explore the abores of 
Lake Superior and the toiritory of WiBconsin and Minnesota, and tbey 
were the "promoters," to use a modern term^-of the "Hudson Bay Com- 
p&Dy of Traders," and hence are entitled to all the honor that ia due to 
sueh intrepid workers, "Their names must ever inseparably remain con- 
nected with the history of Wisconsin and of the old North West, as well 
as of much more of the North American continent." An island in Laka 
Superior has been named for Qrosielliers, but we believe that this attempt 
of Captain Woodman, is tbe first that has been made to perpetuate the name 
and fame of lEadisBOit. 

cb Spur, Burt County, Nebraska. This name came from the fact that around 
this location was a very large cattle ranch. A side track was put in bere 
to accomodate the operators of the ranch and thus the name became 
attached to the place. 
Bandolpb, Cedar County, Nebraska, was named far Eondolpb Churchill of 
England, by P. H. Peavey, of Minneapolis, Minnesota, whi owned the town- 



SJc« I>ake, Barron Coanty, Wisconsin. This village was named in 1870 by the 
Knapp-Stout Lumber firm, from the nearby lake. The lake wa« named from 
the abundance of wild rice (Zwania aquatica) that grew in it v\en the land 
was surveyed by the United States. 

Eichardson, Polk County, Wisconsin. This place was formerly cnlled Marsh 
Lake from a nearby marshy lake. Its present name was gtvnn it in 1887 
for Eugene Rjehardson, an ear)y settler. 

Bitter, O'Brien County, Iowa, was named for J. L. Hitter, who when the place 
was platted was, and for a long time bad been a train dispatcher on thi! 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaba Bnilroad. 

Sivei Falls, Pierce County, Wisconsin, was started in 1849 and was known as 
Greenwood, until 1653, when the present name was adopted from the falls 
in the Kionikinnick Hiver on which it is located. The river is named from 
an Indian word that means a mixture of tobacco and the bark of the red 
wiliow or other sbrubs, or the bark of the shrubs without any admixture 
of tobacco. In either case, tlie Indians were fond of smoking in their 
pipes the substance they named by this word. 

Blverslde, Hanson County, South Dakota, was named in 1899 from its situation 
on the east sided of the James River. It was once known as Whites, for J. 
B. White, a grain and stock dealer here, for many years. In 1893, it was 
by W. A. Beott, then general manager of the railroad, changed to "Kif " 
which were the first three letters in the name of a town in Asiatic Turkey 
— Kifri. The name so made was merely adopted because it was short, and 
because it was certain that no other place in the United States would 
have such a name. 

Soberts, St. Croii County, Wisconsin, was started in 1873, and was named for 
one of the engineers employed in building the railroad that passes through 
the place. 

Sockmont, Douglas County, Wisconsin, was named from a nearby rocky mound, 
and as also was the post office tba.t was established here before the dayi 
of the railroad. In an early day tte village was called Amnicon from 
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ver of tbat name tbat flovs oearby. The oame of tbe 
apeeies of Ssb. 
Bock Baplds, Ljron Cuunly, Iowa. Thia place irag located in 1869 hj D. ' 
Whitehead, Matthias Sneen; sod Deloa Towalcy. They were explorii 
the valley of Boek Elver and when they arrived at its junction with thj 
River, they were bo attracted by the icenery that they detefl 
mined to locate a town there and ttiey did ao, and named it Boek liapid 
from the beautiful waterfall in Boek Elver, 

CouDty, Wiaeonain, was so named because when the plfte^ 
itaa near a "dale" or small valley that waa full of ti ' 

Bnsllmore, Xobtea County, Minneaota. This place was located io 1S77 i 

named by and for Samuel Ruahmore, who was the Srat peraon to engage i 

any kind of buBineaa in the place. 
Btisk, Dunn County, Wiaconsin. Was nnmed for ex-Oovernor Jeremiah M, Bualtj 

of Wiaconaio, afterwards United States Secretary of Agriculture. 
St. James, Watonwan County, Minneaota. This town was named by J. F. 

Drake, of St. Paul, Minneaota, for Jamea Parrington, ita Grat settler. 

rPanl, Knmsay County, Minaeaota, Thia place was started in 1S38 and named 
in 1841. It was named from a log church which was built for Father M. 
Galticr, an early Jeauit missionary. Tbe church was nnmed for "The 
Apostle of the Gentiles, " The first house was tinilt herein 183S, The place 
waa made a village in ISIB and a city in 1S54. 
Peter, Le Sueur County, Minnesota, The town waa named from the Min- 
nesota (St. Peter) River that nios by it. The river was named the St. 
Peter for Pierre (Peter) Charlci La Suour, a French eiplorer who explored 
its banks for many miles and who ia supposed to have been the first whita 
mau to navigate the stresm. He was on it as early as 1B89. Tbe above 
applies to the original city of St. Peter. The little village that is on this 
line of railroad is across the Minnesota Itivcr and is merely a suburb of 
the old city. 
Salem, McCook County, South Dakota, was named by J. H, Brown, from Salem, 
Maaeachusetts, whence be had emigrated, Salem is a Hebrew word 
meaning "peace," and was applied to the place in Massachusetts by the 
earliest settlers in the hope that they would find the peaceful security 
ij there which they had not found in England. 

j^^^BSalolD, Bayfield County, Wiaconsin, waa named from tbe technical name of the 
^^^^k genus of fish which ia found hore^ viz: tbe Salmo salar, or "salmon" 
^^^H of tbe Atlantic Ocean. Tbe name for this place was suggested by the fish 
^^^H eommiBsioner of Minnesota. 

' Saiona, Washburn County, Wisconsin, was started in 1898 and waa named by 

J, S. Hicbert, the founder. The name ia of Biblical origin. The town was 
Started as a religious — co-operative venture. The original idea was to have 
all the property in common, but this was finally found to be impraeti- 
eable and was abandoned. The trannlation o( the name of this place is said 
to he "valley of flowers." 
Saelors, Sawyer County, Wiaconsin. Tliis name merely indicates a point that 
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Saontry, Douglas County, WisconBin, waa named for C. S. Sauntry, a large 
lumber manufacturer of Stillwater, Minnesota, who owned large interests 
near here. 

Savage, Scott County, Minnesota. This town was started in 1855 and was 
named Hamilton in honor of Alexander Hamilton, one of the statesmen 
of the Bevolution. In 1903 the name was changed to honor Marion W. 
Savage, president of the International Stock Food Company, of Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota, who had a large stock form nearby. 

Seney, Plymouth County, Iowa. This town was started in 1874 and was named 
for George L. Seney of Scarsdale, New York, who from 1871 to 1881, was 
a director of the railroad that runs through the place. 

Severance, Pierce County, Wisconsin, was named for Judge Martin J. Severance 
of Mankato and Beldensville, Minnesota. 

Shakopee, Scott County, Minnesota, was started in 1852 and was named by 
Thomas Holmes, an Indian trader, for Nak-pan-dan or ShaJcu-pa-dan, or 
Shakopee, a Sioux Indian Chief, who formerly lived here. The name, 
meaning **8ix'* or as some wrongly translate it, *Mittle six,'* (Shakopula). 

Sheldon, O 'Brien County, Iowa, was started in 1872 and was named by General 
J, W. Bishop in honor of Israel Sheldon, of Orange, New Jersey, who was 
largely interested in the railroad (Sioux City and St. Paul) that was first 
built through this place by General Bishop, Mr. Sheldon and their associ- 
ates. 

Shell Lake, Washburn County, Wisconsin. The town was named by and for 
the Shell Lake Lumber Company. That company was named from the 
nearby lake and the lake was so named because of the great mass of shells 
that were found on its shores, and because it was fancied by the dis- 
coverer of the lake that it was in shape, like the shells on its shores. It 
was so named previous to 1852, as in an Atlas published in Philidelphla, 
Pa., in that year, it bore its present name. 

Sheppard, Jackson County, Wisconsin, was named for Andrew Sheppard, a 
nearby sawmill owner. 

Sholes, Wayne County, Nebraska, was started in 1902 and was named for Lyman 
Sholes, an officer of the railroad company who is located in Omaha, Nebraska. 

Sibley, Osceola County, Iowa. This town was laid out in 1873 and was named 
for General Henry H. Sibley, an early pioneer of the territory, the first 
state governor and its military defender in the Sioux War of 1862. 

Sioux, Bayfield County, Wisconsin. Was named for the Dakota, or Sioux 
tribe of Indians. The word Sioux is an abbreviation of the Ojibway Indian 
name (Nadowessioux) for the tribe and means 'Mittle snakes,'' i. e. ''ene- 
mies." The Algonquin name for the Sioux Indians was Nadowes8%wag, 
meaning "snake," or ''snake-like ones," "enemies." The whites corrupted 
the name to Sioux. 

Sioux City, Woodbury County, Iowa. This town was laid out and named in 
1854 by James K. Cooke. It was named from the Dakota, or Sioux Indians, 
the largest tribe in the United States. The word is an abbreviation of 
their Ojibway name, signifying "litle snakes" i. e. "enemies." In 1785 
the French called them "LaSues," while George Crogan, the Indian 
interpreter at that time called them "La Suil." 
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[ Falls, Mirmehaba County, South. Dakota. This place was named by 
tho Bakota Land Company for the falls in the Big Sioai River that runs 
through the place and tbat entera the Missouri Biver juat above Sioux 
City. Tbe falls were described in 1838-9 by Lieat. Jobn C. Tremont and 
by Jean Nicbolas Nicollet, the French explorer and map maker, who 
aceompanied Fremont. Nicollet eaya the Indians around tbe Falls called 
them Tehan-kas-an-data. and the river the same, and that this signified 
"thick wooded river." The river was also called tbe Calamet. An Iowa 
corporation called the Western Town Lot Company, made a location here, 
but was superseded by the Dakota Land Company that is named above. 
Fort Dakota was established here in 1S65 as a protection from the Sioui 
Indians and was kept garrisoned nntil 186B. 
Slayton, Murray County, Minnesota, was named in 1882 for C. W. Slayton, 

who was one of the first settlers to locate here, 
Solon Springs, Douglas Connty, Wisconsin. This place was named Solon 
I Springs by and for Thomas Solon, vrbo discovered and owned the medicinal 

I springs at this point. The place was started in 1SS3 and was named 

I "White Birch' from the abundance of white birch (Betula popuiifotia') 

I trees that grew hereabouts. Its present name was adopted in I89G. It is 

asserted that two rivers, one flowing south and the other north, have their 
source in these springs. 
Sontb Omaba, Douglas County, Nebraska, is named for the nearby city. It is 
the location of extensive stock yards and packing manufacturing plants. 
The name here merely indicates a point that is shown on the timetable of 
the road. The name has no historical significance. 
Sontb St, Paul, Dakota County, Minnesota. Is really a suburb of St. Paul. The 
name merely indicates a point that is shown on the time-table of tbe 
road. The name has no historical significance. 
Sontb Blair, Washington County, Nebraska. The name merely shows a point 
that is shown on the time-table of the road. The came baa no historical 

Sontb Bionx City, Dakota County, Nebraska. This place was formerly called 

^ Covington; its present post office name is Sioux. The name of the town aa 
well as of the post office, comes from the name of the Dakota (SionT) 
tribe of Indians, the largest tribe in the United States. The word really 
ia an abbreviation of the name given to the tribe by the Ojibway Indians 
and means "little snakes," i. e. "enemies." 
Sontb Bonge, Douglas County, Wisconsin, This name merely indicates s 
point that is shown on the time table of the road. The name baa no his- 
torical significance. 
Bontb Stillwater, Washington County, Minnesota. For the origin, etc., of this 
name, see Stillwater. It ig really but a suburb of tbat city. 

, MoCook County, South Dakota, was named by F. H, Peavey, the 
president of the land company that owned the town site and started tbe 
town in 1S8T, for H. Spencer, the then division superintendent of the 
railroad that runs through the place. 

C, Washburn County, Wisconsin, This place was started in 1883 and was 
named for United States Senator John C. Spooner, of Wisconsin, by E. W. 
Winter, the then general manager of the railroad that mns through the 
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Bpn&E Brook, Washburn County, WiBconsin. This town was started and namad 
in 1888 bj Joseph Trepania, from a little brook that originates in a spring 
nearby and that runs through the village. Its post office once bore the name 
of Namekegan froui the river of tbat name; the river was named fiom the 
lake of tliat name, and that was named from the Indian word namna, 
DieaniDg "sturgeon," or "the place where sturgeons are plentiful." 

Spring Valley, Pierce County, Wiaeonain, was started in 1892 and was named by 
William D. Akers, its eariieat settler, from numerous large springs that 
Sowed through a nearby valley. 
[ Stanton, St. Croix County, Wisconsin. The town was started iu 1880 and was 
named Ormes (origin not now known}. The name was changed for the 
present one in 1900, and was bo named in honor of E. M. Stanton, the 
great war secretary of the War of the Rebellion. 

Stock Tard2. Woodbury County, Iowa. This name merely indicates a point 
that is shown on the time-table of the road. The name has no historiCBl 
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Stillwater, Washington County, Minnesota, woe located in 1838 and named in 
1842 by iTohn McKasick, because, owing to the great depth of the waters 
in the river (St. Crois), and from the fact that the fall in the water until 
it reaches the Mississippi River, is very slight, the waters ran very still. 
At an early day the town was called Dakotah from the Dakota (Sioux) 
Indian tribe. 

Stillwater Jnnctloii, Washington Count;, Minnesota, was so named owing to it? 
nearness and relation to the city of Stillwater. 

Stinnett, Washington County, Wisconsin, was named for W. W. Stinnett, a 
former trainmaster and division auperin ten dent of the railroad that runs 
through this place. 

Stone, Blue Earth County, Minnesota, This place was originally called Quarry 
owing to stone quarries in the vicinity. In 1902 the name was changed to 
Stone and come from the same "stone quarries" that had given it its 
earlier name. 

Stoiden, Cottonwood County, Minnesota. The town was started in 1602 and 
was named from the township in which it is located. The township was 
named for its earliest settler, Nele Storden, late of Norway. 

Stowell, Monroe County, Wisconsin. Was named by E. W. Winter, tben 
general manager of the railroad for Mrs. (W. W. H.) Elinor Stowell, who 
was a daughter of General J. T, Averill, Colonel of the Sixth Minnesota 
Regiment during the War of the Bebellion. 

Strum, Trempeleau County, Wisconsin, was started in 1875 and was named in 
1884 by Congressman William T, Price, for his friend, Louis Strum, of 
Ban Claire, Wiscoasin. Previous to 1884, the town was called Tilden, for 
Samuel J. Tilden, the statesman of Now York State. 
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Btarteil the place in 1853-4, from the great lake on which it is located. The 
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name of tbat lake is a translatioii of the oiigiiial French name, lae Mmprrior, 

''upper lake." Thu great lake was diaeoTered bj Stephen Bmle, ''the 

dauntlew woodsman, pioneer and interpreter,'' who was finaOj killed and 

eaten bj Horon Indians. 
§11111111 lt» Chippewa Coontj, Wisconsin. This name merely indicates a point 

that is shown on the time-table of the road. The name has no historical 

significance. 
0iredeiiy Bayfield County, Wisconsin, was named for the country and to honor 

the many Swedes who lived in the vicinity when the town was established. 

tjdaeff Clark County, Wisconsin, its first name was "Tay" which had no 
meaning, and "was used simply because it was a short word." The present 
name was given it by William Bennett when he was superintendent of the 
railroad that runs through this place. It has no history. He adopted 
the name because he thought it euphonious, and had not been used in 
Wisconsin, and could easily be written and telegraphed. 

Teegarden, Dunn county, Wisconsin, was named for the Teegarden family who 
had fish (brook trout) ponds and a "summer resort" at this point. Thomas 
Teegarden owned much land in this vicinity, had a saw and a grist mil] 
here on Wilson Creek, and was the "Patriarch" of the family and settle- 
ment. In naming the village, it was intended especially to honor this old 
pioneer. 

Tekamah, Burt County, Nebraska, was started in 1854 and was named by its 
founder, Colonel Benjamin B. Folsom, of Attica, New York. The name of 
the town comes from the Omaha Indian word te-Jca-mah and means " Cot- 
tonwood, " or " big Cottonwood. ' ' Colonel Folsom adopted the name for this 
town because it was surrounded by large cottonwood (Populus Canaden- 
sis trees. 

Thurston, Thurston County, Nebraska, was started in 1887 and was named from 
the county, which was named for J. M. Thurston, United States Senator 
from Nebraska. Its earliest name was Flourney and was so named for an 
early officer of the railroad that runs through it. 

Tramway, Dunn County, Wisconsin, was so named because of a 'tramway" or 
log railroad, that ran into the timber from this location. 

Trego, Washburn County, Wisconsin. This place was known as Veazie, and 
as Mills, so named for Congressman Mills, and then as Superior Junc- 
tion. This last name was adopted because the place was the junction of 
two lines of railroad. The present name was manufactured by Captain 
E. E. Woodman, of the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Bailroad, 
from the Latin word, "tre«" for "three" and "go,** meaning "ways" 
or "roads." The "s" was dropped for euphony. The word **trego" is 
also a Spanish word used to designate the "wheat," "grain." In Span- 
ish it is sometimes spelled Trigo, but pronounced Trego. The section of 
modem Kome that is called Trevi, took its name from Trivum which was 
the old Boman name for any place where two long streets or roads came 
together. Captain Woodman courteously furnished this explanation of 
the reason he had for making the name for this location. 

Trent, Nobles County, Minnesota. There is a dispute as to the origin of the 
name that was selected for this place. One faction asserts it was named for 
Tront in the Italian Tyrol of Austro-Hungary, where was held the famous 
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Council of Trent in 1545-63 and that fixed many religious tenets. The 
other faction claims that the name was taken from the River Trent in 
England. 

Trow, Clark County, Wisconsin, was named for A. S. Trow, of Merrillan, Wis- 
cousin, who owned property here. 

Traax, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin, was named for the Truax family, who 
lived in the vicinity and owned large quantities of land here. A prairie 
nearby was also named for this family. 

Truman, Martin County, Minnesota, was started in 1899 and was named for 
Truman Clark, a son of J. T. Clark, second vice-president of the Chicago, 
St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad, when the town was laid out. 

Twin City Stock Tarda, Ramsay County, Minnesota. This name merely indicates 
a point that is shown on the time table of the road. The name has no his- 
torical significance. 

Tnnnel, Juneau County, Wisconsin, was so named from the fact of there being 
a tunnel that pierced a hill on the railroad near this place. 

Turtle Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin, was started in 1876 and was named by 
S. F. Richardson, its earliest settler, from two nearby lakes. The name is 
a transliteration of the Indian name of the lakes. 

Tnscobia, Barron County Wisconsin. This name was manufactured out of the 
word **ttiscola," which is Indian and means "a level place.** A nearby 
creek also carries the same name as the town. 

Tyson, Washington County, Nebraska. The original name of this town was 
Hiland, it having been named for James H. Hiland, an officer of a prominent 
western railroad. Its name was changed to honor the Tyson family that 
was prominent and pioneers in this vicinity. 

Valley Junction, Monroe County, Wisconsin. This place was started in 1875 
and named from its postoffice in 1900. It was so named because the post- 
office was in a deep valley at the junction of two highways. 

Valley Springs, Minnehaha County, South Dakota, was started in 1872 and 
was named by L. M. Wood, from the many springs that were found in the 
valley along the course of Beaver Creek that runs nearby. 

Veruon Center, Blue Earth County, Minnesota, was started in 1850 and named as 
above in 1873. Its name was taken from Mount Vernon, the home of 
Washington on the Potomac River in Virginia. The town was once called 
Edgcwood, from being located at the edge or margin of a grove of trees; 
that name was dropped for the present one. 

Vista, Dakota County, Nebraska. The earliest name of this town was Brady, 
and it was named for a pioneer family of the vicinity. Owing to the fact 
that an island in the Platte River was called Brady *s Island, it was thought 
best to change the name of this place, as the name of the island could 
only be changed by act of congress. The present name was selected 
because of the views from the place and the vistas formed by the hills 
and valleys picturesquely surrounding it. 

Wakefield, Dixon County, Nebraska, was started in 1881 and was named for L. 
W. Wakefield, the engineer who located the lines of the railroad from 
Sioux City through this place. 

Warner, Rock County, Minnesota. This place was named for Eling F. Warner, 
one of the original directors of the Sioux City and St. Paul Railroad Com- 
pany, who was a prominent express man in St. Paul many years ago. 
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Wsiren, Monroe County, WUconsin. This 
named Warren's Mills by Geofge Wai 
Warren Company. In 1893, the nam 
Geofge Warren was the first settler ii 



illage was started in I86S, and was 
n, from mills owned by the George 
was changed to its present form. 



Wucott, Douglas County, Wiseooaln. This name was nnde out of the nama 
W. A. Sftott. Mr. Seott was for many years, a managing oQIcer of tha 
railroad that runs through this place. 

Wasbbmn, Bayfield County, Wisconsin. This town waa established in 18S3 
by the Bay Land and Improvement Company, anil was named for W. O. 
Washburn, United States Senator from Minnesota and a large flour mill 
owner of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Wanea, Knoi County, Nebraska. This town was started in 1890 and was 
named by two Lntheran ministers, named Foglelstrom and Torell respect- 
ively, for Gustavua Vasa, the first Protestant King o£ Sweden. The 
spelling Wausa wae adopted to c<irrespond with wbat was certain to be 
the pronanclation of the word Vasa. Before its present name was adopted 
tha town was called Thorson. for ite earliest settler. 

Wayse, Wayne County, Nebraska. Tbig town was started in 1881 and was 
named from the county. That was named to honor the memory of General 
Anthony Wayne, one of the heroes of the B evolution. 

Wedges Cleek, Clark County, Wisconsin. This was named from a nearby 
creek. The proper name is "Wages," and it was named by and for John 
D. Wage, a Maine lumberman who was sent to Wisconsin by Governor 
Cobnm and other capitalists of Maine to log and lumber a large tract 
of timber land which they owned in this vicinity. Mr. Wage claimed to 
have discovered the creek, and that gave him authority to name it. How 
the name came to be changed to its present form is not known, but it 
is supposed to have been done by simple carelessness of the surveyors and 
state map makers. 

Westbrook, Cottonwood County, Minnesota, was started in 1900 and was named 
because the west branch of a creek or brook ran through it. 

Weston, Dunn County, Wisconsin. This town was started in 1901, and ■was 
named from a poatofGce that for miiny years had been operated some miles 
from this location. The old postoffice was named for its postmaster, 
who was the earliest settler in his part of the connty. 

Wilder, Jackson County, Minnesota. This town was started in 1885 and was 
named by D. Q. Gunn for A. H. Wilder, of St. Paul, Minnesota. 

WTUte Biver, Bayfield County, Wisconsin, This name merely indicates a point 
that is shown on the time table of tbe road. The name comes from a nearby 
stream, but has no historical significance. 

Wlldwood, St. Croix County, Wisconsin. This name was given the place as 
being indicative of tbe surroundings, when the town was laid oat; it being 
in the center of a dense (wild) wood or tract of timber. 

Wilson, St. Croii County, Wisconsin. This town waa established in 1870 and 
was named for Captain William "Wilson, of Menomonie, WiHconsin, who 
had located a lumber manufacturing establishment here at the time the 
place was named. 

Wisdom, Cottonwood Connty, Minnesota. This town was started in 1871 and 
was named by Qeneral Judson W. Bishop, who bnilt the railroad throngh 
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ity for William Windom, United States Senator from Minnesota, and 
United States Secretary of the Treasury. 
Winnebago, Faribault County, Minnesota. The town was located in 1856 and 
was named Winnebago City by Andrew C. Dunn, to distinguish it from the 
Winnebago Indian Agency near Mankato. In 1905 the present name was 
adopted. It was named for the tribe of Indians, the name meaning 
"people of the stinking water," or "men of (or from) the bad smelling 
waters." The original word was ouinepeg^ or ouinepego. The name 
Winnipeg comes from the same Indian word. 

Wlnside, Wayne County, Nebraska. This place was platted in 1886. Three 
miles away was the village and postoffice of North Side, so named because 
it was on the north side of the "divide" or ridge of land that runs be- 
tween the Elkhorn and Logan Rivers. R. C. Crawford started Winside to 
compete with North Side, and it was so named because he said it was 
"bound to win," and in time would "kill off North Side." 

Winter, Sawyer County, Wisconsin, was started in 1904 and was named for 
W. C. Winter, the then Superintendent of the railroad that runs through 
the place. 

Wynot, Cedar County, Nebraska. The name is merely fanciful and is an 
elision of "Why not," which was the answer given by the party, who 
suggested the name, when he asked "Why not name it Wynotf" The 
name was suggested by T. N. Jones of St. James, Nebraska, and was 
adopted by the railroad company. 

Woodstock, Pipestone County, Minnesota. The first name of this place was 
Burk, and it was so named in 1880 for its first settler. The name was 
dropped by general consent and the present name adopted in 1881. It 
was named from Woodstock, McHenry County, Illinois, and that was 
named from Woodstock, Vermont, and that was named from the town in 
England. 

Woodville, St. Croix County, Wisconsin. This town was started in 1870 and 
was named Kelly's Switch, for a nearby mill owner. In 1874 that name 
was dropped and the present adopted. The present name came from 
Woodville, Jefferson County, New York and that was named for Ebenezer, 
Ephraim and Jacob Wood, the first settlers. 

Worthlngton, Nobles County, Minnesota. This town was started in 1871 by 
the National Colony Company, of which Miller and Hamilton were the 
managers. It was started as a prohibition colony, and for many years 
was such. It was named for the Worthington family of Ohio who were 
noted people in the early days of that State, and that furnished at least 
one governor thereof. 

Wright, Jackson County, Wisconsin, was named for W. H. S. Wright, for 
many years, the purchasing agent of the railroad that runs through this 
place. 

Wyeville, Monroe County, Wisconsin. This place was formerly known as 
Necedah Junction. The postoffice had long been known as Wyeville, and 
in 1906 the name of the town was changed to correspond to that of the 
postoflSce. 

Tara, Dakota County, Minnesota, was named from a place near Santiago in 
Cuba. 
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Tftxnell, Sawyer County, Wisconsin. This place was named for the Yamell 
family of Pennsylvania, that had many representatives of it living in 
this vicinity when the town was named. 

Tolo, Clark County, Wisconsin. This was named from the county in California. 
The word is Indian. One authority says it means "a place abounding in 
rushes," while others claim it means ''possession of royal blood." 

TonngB, Washburn County, Wisconsin. This name merely indicates a point 
that is shown on the time table of the road. The name has no historical 
significance. 
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ABANDONED NAMES. 



The following names, in an early day were applied to towns and villages 
along the line of this road. For various reasons, these names were abandoned 
and the eurrent names were substituted. In cases where the name of the post- 
office varies from that of the village or station, the postoffice name is also 
given in this list« 

ABAin>ONBD Names. Gubbekt Names. 

Anbnm See New Auburn, Chippewa Co., Wisconsin. 

Amnicon ** Bockmont, Douglas Co., Wisconsin. 

Bay City ** Ashland, Ashland Co., Wisconsin. 

Boome * * Barronett, Barron Co., Wisconsin. 

Bnena Vista ' ' Hudson, St. Croix Co., Wisconsin. 

Brady * * Vista, Dakota Co., Nebraska. 

Bnrk * * Woodstock, Pipestone Co., Minnesota. 

Claremont ^' Laurel, Cedar Co., Nebraska. 

Oartwrlgtat * ' New Auburn, Chippewa Co., Wisconsin. 

ClarkesvlliU ** Baldwin, St. Croix Co., Wisconsin. 

Olietek * * Currie, Murray Co., Minnesota. 

Conslns < * Fall Creek, Eau Claire Co., Wisconsin. 

Callioim * * Fort Calhoun, Washington Co., Nebraska. 

Covington " South Sioux City, Dakota Co., Nebraska. 

Drake '' Magnolia, Bock County, Minnesota. 

Dakotah " Sillwater, Washington Co., Winconsin. 

Bll Boy ' * Elroy, Juneau Co., Wisconsin. 

East Orange '< Alton, Sioux Co., Iowa. 

Edgewood * * Vernon Center, Blue Earth Co., Minnesota. 

. East Connection " Cliff, Dakota Co., Minnesota. 

Foster City « « Barronett, Barron Co., Wisconsin. 

Fonntoln Spur * ' Donald, Taylor County, Wisconsin. 

Faiimount ** Fairmont. Martin Co., Minnesota. 

Foster's Crossing '* New Eichmond. St Croix Co., Wisconsin. 

Fremont " New Eichmond, St. Croix Co., Wisconsin. 

Fountain < * Donald, Taylor Co., Wisconsin. 

Flonmey * * Thurston, Thurston Co., Nebraska. 

Greenwood ** Biver Falls, Pierce Co., Wisconsin. 

Gridley «' New Eiclimond, Ct. Croix Co., Wisconsin. 

Oillman * ' Ashton, Osceola Co., Iowa. 

Oarfield ' ' Eequa, Jackson Co., Wisconsin. 

Gray * * Eaton, Pipestone Co., Minnesota. 

Hanson * * Eequa, Jackson Co., Wisconsin. 
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ABA3<n>oin£D Names. Cubbbnt Names. 

Seney See Brewster, Nobles Co., Minnesota. 

Hiland ** Tyson, Washington Co., Nebraska. 

Solmes " Hines, Douglas Co., Wisconsin. 

Hiebert ** Sarona, Washburn Co., Wisconsin. 

Hamilton ** Savage, Scott Co., Minnesota. 

Ceeland " Perth, Blue Earth Co., Minnesota. 

Iselin ** Org, Nobles Co., Minnesota. 

Cennesaw ' ' Emerson, Dixon Co., Nebraska. 

Kelley's Switch ** Woodville, St. Croix Co., Wisconsin. 

TOf ** Biverside, Hanson Co., South Dakota. 

Little Land ** Cumberland, Barron Co., Wisconsin. 

Little Falls ** Holcomb, Chippewa Co., Wisconsin. 

Long Lake ** Barden, Scott Co., Minnesota. 

Lnnt's " Lakewood, Lyon Co., Iowa. 

Mills " Trego, Washburn Co., Wisconsin. 

Mason Junction ** Bibon, Bayfield Co., Wisconsin. 

Mapleworks ** Granton, Clark County, Wisconsin. 

Marsh Lake ** Eichardson, Polk Co., Wisconsin. 

Namekegan ' ' Spring Brook, Washburn Co., Wisconsin. 

Northside " Winside, Wayne Co., Nebraska. 

North Wisconsin June. " North Line, St. Croix Co., Wisconsin. 

Necedah Junction * * Wyeville, Monroe Co., Wisconsin. 

Oakdale ** Lake Elmo, Washington Co., Minnesota. 

Ormes *' Stanton, St. Croix Co., Wisconsin. 

Orange City ** Alton, Sioux Co., Iowa. 

Perry " Ellsworth, Pierce Co., Wisconsin. 

Pratt * ' Grandview, Bayfield Co., Wisconsin. 

Prairie La Fleche *' Le Sueur, Le Sueur Co., Minnesota. 

Prairie Junction ' ' Miloma, Jackson Co., Minnesota. 

Quarry Track ** Stone, Blue Earth Co., Minnesota. 

Bndolph ** Henderson, Le Sueur Co., Minnesota. 

Stillhayen * ' Arnold, Chippewa Co., Wisconsin. 

Bcoopville ** Ellis, Minnehaha Co., South Dakota. 

St. Mark " Ashland, Ashland Co., Wisconsin. 

Sibley " Barden, Scott Co., Minnesota. 

Simon ' ' Nacora, Dakota Co., Nebraska. 

Sheteck " Currie, Murray Co., Minnesota. 

Sionz Palls Junction... " Org, Nobles Co., Minnesota. 

Superior Junction " Trego, Washburn Co., Wisconsin. 

St. Lawrence *' Lawrence, Scott Co., Minnesota. 

Sioux ' * South Sioux City, Dakota Co., Nebraska. 

Sinclair's Spur " Earl, Washburn Co., Wisconsin. 

Thorsbn '' Wausa, Knox Co., Nebraska. 

Tilden '* Strum, Trempeleau Co., Wisconsin. 

Tay " Sydney, Clark Co., Wisconsin. 

Vermillion * ' Jim Falls, Chippewa Co., Wisconsin. 

Veasie ' ' Trego, Washburn Co., Wisconsin. 

VanTllle * ' Bloomer, Chippewa Co., Wisconsin. 

Warren's Mills " Warren, Monroe Co., Wisconsin. 
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Abandoned Namks. 

Waliinoge See 

Westsida 

White Birch 

Whitfl6M7 

Wilhetmine 

Warraa 

Winter Qnarten 

Whites 

Wmm 

Willow Biver 

WUmebago Oitj 



CUBBBNT NAMES. 

Le Sueur, Le Sueur Co., Minnesota. 
Magnolia^ Bock Co., Minnesota. 
Solon Springs, Douglas Co., Wisconsin. 
Ashland, Ashland Co., Wiseonsin. 
Delft, Cottonwood Co., Minnesota. 
Dundee, Nobles Co., Minnesota. 
Florence, Douglas Co., Nebraska. 
Biverside, Hanson Co., South Dakota. 
Bloomfield, Knox Co., Nebraska. 
Hudson, St. Croix Co., Wisconsin. 
Winnebago, Faribault Co., Minnesota. 



CHICAGO, ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS (&i 
OMAHA RAILWAY. 



Tho Chicago, St. Paul, MinreapoliB & Omaha Railway Company was 
organiaed in 1880 ami throuK'i atsorption and construction now operates 1729 
milea of road. The first portion of the road wbb started in Minnesota in 1865, 

Tho present mileage of nhat is knowo locally as the "Omaha Boad" is in 
the following States: Wisconsin 758, Minnesota 473, Iowa 102, Nebraska 308, 
and South Dakota 88. 

The Main lino of the "Omaha Bead" radiates from Minneapolis and EK. 
I Paul East and North East and South and South West, It has fifteen connecting 
points with the Chicago & North Western Eailway where freight and passenger 
traffic is interchanged and because i>f these connectiona the country at the 
Head-of -th e-Lakeg ag weli as St. Paul aJid Minneapolis is put in direct con- 
nection with the large territory covered by tho C. &, N. W, Ky. with its nearly 
\ 8,000 miles of road. 

The Chicugo, St. Paul, Minneapolis £ Omaha Kailwny Company through its 
anection with the C. & N. W. Hy. gives to the cities of St. Paul, Minneapolis 



and Duluth the best 
the Black Hills Co t j 
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a i3ay out of and into St. Paul 
' each way between Minneapolis, 
h w b tweon Minneapolis, St. Paul and 
h w y between Minoeapolis. St. Pawl 
ght trains to Chicago, Hi., Milwau- 
d West to Watertown, EedGeld, Huron and 
I City and Council Bluffs, Iowa, to Omaha. 
Thero are also limited trains, electric lighted, 
between Duluth. Superior and Chicago as well as between Minneapolis, St. Paul 
aBd Chicago and Minneapolis, St. Paul and Omaha. 

The cities and villages along the "Omaha Koad" are Miowing a steady 
growth and new businpss enterprises are being constantly started, especially 
in Northern Wisconsin is tho growth af the country more rapid because of the 
large acreage of the cut over timber lands being placed on the market by- 
lumber companies. Tho "Omaha Koed" also has several thousand acres ^f 
land yet unsold which are now on the market at low prices and on long time 
and owing to the close proximity of these Wisconsin lands to the large buainess 
centers such as 3t. Paul, Minneapolis, T)uluth, Superior, Milwaukee and Chicago 
a ready market with good prices is asBured. 

Any information desired about lands or business openings on the "Omaha 
or information as to fares or passenger train schedules may ba had by 
addressing General Passenger Agent C. St. P., M. & O. Ky., St. Paul, Minn. 

iAjjwnfoMiaUon desired about rates on freight or freight train service 
or locati«^Jr7rf*4G»jSBing concerna should b 
Agent, C. atSPiSllt. & O. Ey., St. Paul, Minn. 
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